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Pseudemys peninsularis Carr

Pseudemys floridana peninsularis Carr 1938:105. Type local-
ity, ... Crystal Springs, Pasco County, Florida ...” Holotype,
Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ) 43849, adult fe-
male, collected 20 February 1938 by L. Marchand (not ex-
amined by authors).

Pseudemys floridana penunsularis: Allen 1938 (1939):105. Ex
errore.

Chrysemys floridana peninsularis: Weaver and Rose 1967:63.

Pseudemys peninsularis: Seidel 1994:117. First use of present
combination.

* CONTENT. Pseudemys peninsularis is a monotypic species.
See Comment.

* DEFINITION. Pseudemys peninsularis is a large emydine
turtle, with adult carapace length to 31 cm in males and 40 cm
in females. The carapace is relatively smooth, oval as viewed
dorsally, and vaulted anteriorly in lateral view. A median keel
is present in young individuals, but not often in adults. The
anterior medial margin of the shell is projected slightly forward
(cervical scute not recessed) and the cervical/vertebral seam is
broad (> 4.5% of carapace length). Marginal scutes at the pos-
terior border of the carapace are not prominently notched or
serrated. The cutting edge of the upper jaw is smooth, without
cusps or notch.

Carapacial ground color is olive or dark brown (green in
hatchlings) with yellow or tan transverse bars (often wavy or
forked) on the pleural scutes. The underside of marginals is
yellow, and those that are anterior or near the bridge have solid
gray or black circles crossing the seams. The bridge and ven-
tral surface of posterior marginals are usually unmarked. The
plastron is pale yellow and has no dark markings. The skin is
dark brown or black, with yellow stripes. Usually fewer than
11 head stripes are present, and the narrow supratemporal and
paramedian stripes typically join behind the eyes forming a “hair-
pin” figure. The neck, limbs, and tail also are marked with yel-
low stripes.
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Figure. Pseudermys peninsularis (photograph by Roger W. Barbour).
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Map. Distribution of Pseudemys peninsularis: the circle marks the type
locality, dots indicate other selected records, stars indicate fossil locali-
ties, and the question mark indicates an area of uncertainty.

Males have long, thick tails with the vent posterior to the rim
of the carapace. Females have shorter tails with the vent ante-
rior to the carapacial rim. The foreclaws of males are elongate
compared to those of females.

* DESCRIPTIONS. General descriptions of adults are pre-
sented in Carr (1938, 1952), Pope (1939), Carr and Goin (1955),
Cochran and Goin (1970), Ernst and Barbour (1972, 1989),
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Behler and King (1979), Ward (1984), Ashton and Ashton
(1985), Obst (1985), Ernst et al. (1994), and Conant and Collins
(1998). Juveniles are described in Carr (1952), Ernst and
Barbour (1972, 1989), Ashton and Ashton (1985), and Ernst et
al. (1994). Nasal structure is described by Parsons (1960, 1968).

¢ ILLUSTRATIONS. Color illustrations of adults appear in
Ernst and Barbour (1972), Ashton and Ashton (1985), Obst
(1985), White and Curtsinger (1986), Ernst et al. (1994), and
Conant and Collins (1998). Color illustrations of juveniles are
presented in Ashton and Ashton (1985), Seidel (1994), and
Conant and Collins (1998). Black and white photographs of
adults are in Ditmars (1936), Pope (1939), Carr (1952), Carr
and Goin (1955), and Ernst et al. (1994). Black and white illus-
trations of juveniles appear in Ernst et al. (1994). The head
pattern is illustrated in Carr (1935, as P. f. floridana), Carr and
Goin (1955), Ashton and Ashton (1985), Ernst et al. (1994), and
Powell et al. (1998). Parsons (1960, 1968) illustrated the nasal
choanae. A nesting female is shown in Carr (1952).

* DISTRIBUTION. Pseudemys peninsularis ranges through-
out peninsular Florida, north along the Atlantic coast to the mouth
of the St. John’s River and northwest in the Suwannee River
system. The species’ occurrence in the panhandle of Florida is
uncertain. Distribution maps appear in Ashton and Ashton
(1985), Iverson and Etchberger (1989), Iverson (1992), and
Conant and Collins (1998).

* FOSSIL RECORD. Pleistocene remains of Floridian
Pseudemys peninsularis have been recorded from Rancholabrean
deposits in Levy County (Holman 1996), in Indian River County
(Hay 1916, 1917 [the holotype of P. floridana persimilis]; Weigel
1962), and at a late Rancholabrean to Recent site in Dade County
(Hirschfeld 1968). Also, Meylan (1995) reported a fossil
Pseudemys sp., possibly peninsularis, from the early Pleistocene
(early Irvingtonian) of the Leisey Shell Pits, Hillsborough
County. Paleosubfossils have been found at four archeological
sites in the vicinity of the St. Johns River (Neill et al. 1956) and
at a site in Sarasota County (Holman and Clausen 1984). Jack-
son (1976, 1977) discussed the possible relationship between P,
peninsularis (as P. floridana) and the fossil species, P. caeleta.

¢ PERTINENT LITERATURE. Much of the literature on
Pseudemys peninsularis has been published under P. floridana
and P. concinna and cannot be distinguished. These references
include much material in the general accounts by Loennberg
(1894), Menne (1955), Ernst and Barbour (1972, 1989), Bancroft
et al. (1983), Hlavicka (1992), and Ernst et al. (1994). General
accounts published under P. peninsularis include Pope (1939),
Carr (1940, 1952), Telford (1952), Carr and Goin (1955),
Duellman and Schwartz (1958), Ashton and Ashton (1985), and
White and Curtsinger (1986). Other selected references are listed
by topic as follows: systematics and evolution (Carr 1942;
Schmidt 1953; Wermuth and Mertens 1961, 1977; Ward 1984;
David 1994; Seidel 1994, 1995; Jackson 1995; Seidel and Dreslik
1996; Seidel and Ernst 1996), zoogeography (Blaney 1971),
karyotype (Stock 1972, Killebrew 1977), serum cholesterol
(Holcomb et al. 1972), skeletal strontium (Jackson et al. 1974),
reproduction (Netting 1929, Goff and Goff 1932, Allen 1938
[1939], Hollister 1951, Iverson 1977, Ehrenfeld 1979, Ewert
1979, Franz 1986, Jackson 1988), growth (Marchand 1942),
longevity (Snider and Bowler 1992), temperature dependent
sex determination (Ewert and Nelson 1991), thermal and
water loss ecology (Bogert and Cowles 1947, Hutchison et al.
1966, Pritchard and Greenhood 1968, Auth 1975), hatchling
overwintering (Jackson 1994), populations (Marchand 1942;
Kramer 1986, 1995; Giovanetto 1992; Meylan et al. 1992), bio-

mass (Iverson 1982), habitat (Wilson and Porras 1983, Ashton
and Ashton 1985), predators (Delany and Abercrombie 1986,
Franz 1986, Beissinger 1990), parasites (Stunkard 1924, Price
1939, Damian 1961, Ernst and Ernst 1977), algae (Neill and
Allen 1954), behavior (Kramer 1989), courtship (White and
Curtsinger 1986, Seidel and Fritz 1997), home range (Marchand
1945, Kramer 1995), distribution (Duellman and Schwartz
1958, Iverson 1992, Iverson and Etchberger 1989), common
names (Iverson 1985, Collins 1990), bibliography (Enge and
Dodd 1992, Liner 1997).

* ETYMOLOGY. The name peninsularis (Latin) alludes to
the range of this form throughout peninsular Florida.

* COMMENT. The most recent taxonomic study of the genus
Pseudemys (Seidel 1994) recognized P. peninsularis (formerly
P. floridana peninsularis) as a distinct species, separate from P.
concinna floridana (Seidel and Dreslik 1996). Jackson (1995)
presented an alternative intrepretation suggesting that P.
peninsularis be retained as a subspecies of P. floridana. This
view was rebutted by Seidel (1995).
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