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Anolis brevirostris Bocourt 

Anolis brevirostris Bocourt, 1870: 1 1. Type-locality, "Haiti;" 
restricted by Arnold (1980) to "within 5 km of Fond Pari- 
sien, DCpt. de I'Ouest, Haiti." Lectotype, MusCum Na- 
tional d'Histoire Naturelle (MNHP) 2467B. an immature 
female, collected by M. Braconnier, date of collection un- 
known (not examined by authors). 

Anolis biaiiritus Meerwarth, 1901 :23. Type-locality, "Haiti." 
Syntypes, formerly in the Zoologisches Museum, Univer- 
sitat Hamburg (HZM) 1486 a-c, subadults (based on mea- 
surements), collected by "Tippenhauer," in 1893. Speci- 
mens were subsequently destroyed. See Remarks. 

Anolis distichus brevirostris: Mertens, 193957. 
Ctenonotus brevirostris: Schwartz and Henderson. 1988: 105. 

Content. Three subspecies are recognized: brevirostris, deser- 
ticola, and wetmorei. 

Definition. Anolis brevirostris is a small (SVLof males to 50 
rnm, of females to 45 mm; Schwanz and Henderson, 1991) anole 

Figure. Adult male (left) and female Anolis hrevirostris bre~irostris from Port-nsu-Prince, Ha~t i  (photographs by Thomas A. Jenssen). 
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Map. Range of Anolis brevirostris (modified from Schwartz and Henderson, 1991). The large circles mark type-localities, dots 
indicate other known records. 



with 3-6 rows of loreals, 0-2 scales between interparietal and 
supraorbital semicircles, 0-3 scales in contact with the inter- 
parietal, 2-9 postmentals, and 1-5 scales in lateral contact with 
the postfrontals. The position of the "preoccipital" is occupied 
in most individuals by many small scales. Snout scales are rect- 
angular and generally paired with 0-4 azygous scales. Dorsal 
scales are granular, ventrals are smooth and imbricate, and 
supradigitals are smooth. The tail is compressed and verticillate. 

Dorsal color varies between dark and medium grey, brown, 
pale greyish tan, tan, or mottled greenish tan. A pair of dark 
dorsolateral stripes are present on each side, although they of- 
ten are obscured or reduced. Also present are a pair of variably- 
sized and expressed black to grey nuchal patches, sometimes 
outlined in white. Dorsomedian chevrons may be present. The 
limbs and tail usually are barred, sometimes faintly. A dark in- 
terocular bar, a dark parietal U-shaped mark, and a dark in- 
terocular V-shaped mark are often present. Dewlap color varies 
between and within populations and can be a monochromatic 
orange, peach, yellow, olive, brown, salmon, gray, yellow-gray, 
cream, white (rarely), pale yellow, yellow-brown, or a dichro- 
matic pale orange with a thin, pale yellow margin, peach or red- 
orange with a thin pale margin, pale yellow to yellow with basal 
orange blush. The venter is whitish to pale yellow. 

Descriptions. In addition to the original descriptions by 
Bocourt (1870), Cochran (1931), and Arnold (1980), descrip- 
tions are in Mertens (1939) (as A. distichus brevirostris), Cochran 
(1941) (as A. disthichus wetmorei), and Schwartz and Henderson 
(1991). Meerwarth (1901) described A. biauritus (but see Re- 
marks). 

Illustrations. Schwartz and Henderson (1985) provided col- 
ored illustrations of Anolis brevirostris brevirostris and Anolis 
brevirosrtis wetmorei. Meerwarth (1901) provided black and 
white photographs of dorsal and lateral views and of the top of 
the head of A. biauritus (but see Remarks). Cochran (1941) 
provided lines drawings of the top and side of the head, of mid- 
dorsal scales, and the side of the tail of A. brevirostris wetmorei 
(as A. distichus wetmorei). 

Distribution. A Hispaniolan endemic, the species is known 
from the mid-southern region, including the Plaine de Cul de 
Sac-Valle de Neiba, Llanos de Azua, Valle de San Juan, south- 
ern slopes of Sierra de Ocoa, and the northern slopes of Sierra 
de Baoruco. It also occurs from extreme southeastern Haiti, 
east to the east coast of the Peninsula de Barahona, and north to 
the city of Barahon?, as well as at Cap de Ltoggne on the Tiburon 
Peninsula and on Ile Cabrit and Isla Beata. This species is a 
trunk anole usually associated with xeric scrub, especially Aca- 
cia woods. Webster and Burns (1973), Arnold (1980), Schwartz 
and Henderson (1991), and Jenssen (1996) provided distribu- 
tion maps. 

Fossil Record. None. 

Pertinent Literature. Webster and Burns (1973). Webster 
(1977a, 1977b), Williams (1977b), and Williams and Case (1986) 
examined ecological and electrophoretic relationships of the 
Anolis distichus species complex in and around the Sierra de 
Baoruco. Webster (1974) and Arnold (1980) discussed mor- 
phological variation. Webster (1977a, c) and Williams (1977b) 
presented information on hybridization. Schwartz (1968) sug- 
gested that competition may be the cause of parapatry between 
A. brevirwstris and A. distichus. Williams (1976, 1977a) listed 
A. brevirostris in taxonomic and evolutionary summaries. 
Schwartz (1971a. 1980) characterized this species as a North 
Island invader of Gongve and South islands, respectively. 
Jenssen (1 977) and Jenssen and Gladson (1984) described varia- 

tion in dewlap displays. Fitch (198 1) provided maximum sizes 
of males and females. A description of prey attack behavior 
was included by Moermond (1981). Williams (1983) charac- 
terized A. brevirostris as a trunk anole. Schoener (1988) con- 
sidered this species in his study of the sizes and habitats of West 
Indian lizards. Bumell and Hedges (1990) included this spe- 
cies in a discussion of systematic relationships among anoles. 
SEAJDVS (1990) provided an index to habitats in the Domini- 
can Republic. This species was included in a study of bifoveal 
vision in anoles by Fite and Lister (1981). Moster et al. (1992) 
included information on natural history of a small population 
from altered habitat in the Dominican Republic and noted para- 
sitism by the nematode Skrjabinoptera leiocephalorum. ~rsihick 
and Losos (1996) included this species in a list of those used in 
morphological, ecological, and behavioral analyses. Powell et 
al. (1996b) cited the role of A. brevirostris in a study of spatial 
niche partitioning by a lizard community. 

The species is included under various names (see Com- 
ment) in additional faunal lists, keys, and guides by Barbour 
(1930, 1935, 1937), Cochran (1934), Schwartz and Thomas 
(1975), Schwartz et al. (1978), Henderson and Schwartz (1984), 
Henderson et al. (1984), Schwartz and Henderson (1988), and 
Powell et al. (1996a). 

Remarks. The status ofAnolis biauritus is uncertain. Cochran 
(1941) included this taxon in the synonymy of A. distichus do- 
minicensis, but Mertens (1939) previously had stated un- 
equivocably that A. biauritus was a synonym of A. distichus 
brevirostris. Schwartz (1971 b) followed Cochran. Meerwarth's 
specimens were in the natural history museum of Hamburg and 
unfortunately were destroyed during World War 11. 

Frank and Ramus (1 995) proposed that "shortnose anole" 
be used as a common name for this species. 

Etymology. The name brevirostris, from the Latin brevi- 
(short) and rostrum (snout), presumably refers to the shape of 
the head; deserticola, from desert and the Latin colus (inhabit- 
ing) probably is in reference to the xeric habitat in which these 
lizards are found; and wetmorei is a patronym honoring Dr. A. 
Wetmore, collector of the holotype. 

Comments. As Anolis brevirostris frequently has been con- 
fused and synonymized with A. distichus (see Schwartz, 1968, 
and Arnold, 1980, for discussion), additional references to the 
former may have been included inadvertently in various other 
publications under the latter name. Further confusion may have 
resulted from historical references to other members of the 
brevirostris complex as A. brevirostris. 

As one component of an unusual distribution of contigu- 
ous sibling species, A. brevirostris and its allies have been the 
focus of extensive and interesting evolutionary speculation (see 
Pertinent Literature for relevent citations). 

1. Anolis brevirostris brevirostris Bocourt 

Anolis brevirostris Bocourt, 1870: 11. See species synonymy. 
Anolis brevirostris brevirostris: Arnold, 1980: 10. First use of 

trinomial. 

Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following: 
3-5 loreal rows (mode4), modally 111 scale between semicircles 
and interparietal, lateral postfrontal contact modally 313, and 
modally 4 postmentals (5=4.7). 

2. Anolis brevirostris deserticola Arnold 

Anolis brevirostris deserticola Arnold, 1980: 12. Type-locality, 
"2. I km S San Jost de Ocoa, Peravia Province, Dominican 



Republic. Holotype, Museum of Comparative Zoology 
(MCZ) 132391 (original number ASFS V34034), an adult 
male, collected on 19 November 1971 by native collectors 
(not examined by authors). 

Ctenonotus brevirostris deserticola: Schwartz and Henderson, 
1988:105. 

Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following: 
4-6 loreal rows (mode 5), semicircles and interparietal in con- 
tact, lateral postfrontal contact modally 212, and modally 5 or 6 
postmentals (x =5 3) .  

3. Anolis brevirostris wetmorei Cochran 

Anolis dominicensis wetmorei Cochran, 193 1 :89. Type-local- 
ity, "Beata Island, Dominican Republic." Holotype, Na- 
tional Museum of Natural History (USNM) 83881, adult 
male, collected by A. Wetmore and F.C. Lincoln on 13 May 
1931 (not examined by authors). 

Anolis brevirostris wetmorei: Schwartz, 1968:307 
Ctenonotus brevirostris wetmorei: Schwartz and Henderson, 

1988:105. 

Definition. This subspecies is characterized by the following: 
3-6 loreal rows (mode 5), modally 111 scales between semi- 
circles and interparietal, lateral postfrontal contact modally 212 
or 313, and 3-9 (mode 5) postmentals (x=5.2). 
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