
Name: Untitled 1; Width: 60p0; Depth: 2 in; Color: Process color, Untitled 1; Ad Number: -

1

AUSTIN’S BEST HOUSING FOR STUDENTS. 
VISIT WWW.UTEXAS.RENT TODAY!

UTexas.Rent

Thursday, October 27, 2016@thedailytexan facebook.com/dailytexan

Serving the University of Texas at Austin community since 1900

dailytexanonline.com bit.ly/dtvid

SPORTS PAGE 6 LIFE&ARTS PAGE 8 COMICS PAGE 7

Gabriel Lopez & Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Left: Students protest an anti-affirmative action bake sale held by the Young Conservatives of Texas. The bake sale was held in the West Mall and attracted nearly 300 students to protest 
over several hours. Right: Dewayne Perry, an electrical and computer engineering senior, protests against affirmative action at the Young Conservatives table on Wednesday afternoon. 

Bake sale prompts plaza protest

By Van Nguyen
@nguyen__van
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Chase Karacostas
Daily Texan Staff

Cristian Cortes, 
government 

sophomore and 
former Bernie 
supporter, will 

vote for Jill Stein 
after becoming 

dissatisfied with 
the bipartisan 

political system. 

Disillusion with major parties 
leads student to vote for Stein

Cristian Cortes, govern-
ment sophomore and a Bernie 
supporter just months ago, is 
voting for Green Party nomi-
nee Jill Stein because of the in-
consistencies he’s found in the  
Democratic Party.

Cortes, originally from Gar-
land and a transfer student 
from UTSA, said his issues with 
the Democratic party stem 
from a dissatisfaction with the  
two-party system.

“I feel in my personal opin-
ion that the only true reason 
to overcome certain prob-
lems that we have is to bring 
in different philosophies,” 
Cortes said. “I align with the 
Green Party because not only  
philosophically do they 
align with me the most, but 
they represent a change to 

this bilateral system that 
we’ve started to succumb 
to with the Republican and  
Democratic parties.”

Cortes, like many in North 
Texas, grew up in a conser-
vative area that shaped his 
early political views. He now 
has friends, both Demo-
crats and Republicans, who 
question his choice to vote  
third party.

“They say, ‘Why would you 
vote for somebody who you 
know is not going to win?’” 
Cortes said. “In a sense, this is 
a protest. We have a bipartisan 
alliance silencing these other 
voices and to me that’s an in-
justice to our representative 

democracy. I’m not going to 
vote for the lesser of two evils, 
I’m going to vote for some-
body who expresses my beliefs 
and who I feel can bring a lot 
of good.”

Cortes said he thinks ma-
jor party nominees feel they 
are entitled to the country’s 
support when they haven’t  
earned it. 

“I’m not going to vote for a 
candidate who feels they de-
serve my vote,” Cortes said. 
“They need to earn my vote, 
and neither candidate has 
earned my vote. The only 
candidate who has earned my 
vote through and through is 
Jill Stein.”

By Sarah Philips
@sarahphilips23

Third parties split over education

Green Party presiden-
tial candidate Jill Stein and 
Libertarian presidential 
candidate Gary Johnson 
are polling closely, accord-
ing to averaged polling 
data from Real Clear Poli-
tics, but their positions 
when it comes to tackling 

higher education and stu-
dent debt could not be any 
more different.

 
Jill Stein 
On higher education, 

Stein has proposed to bail 
out US students by pay-
ing out student loan debt 
similarly to how the gov-
ernment bailed out Wall 
Street, according to her 

website. She plans to do 
this by lowering military 
spending and allocat-
ing the money to the $1.7  
trillion student loan debt. 
Tuition will also be free 
for all with no restrictions, 
funded through this new 
allocation of money. 

 Jose Camacho, presi-
dent of Students for Stein, 

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Former gubernatorial candidate Wendy Davis speaks on a 
panel with Rob Johnson and Emily Ramshaw on Wednesday.

By Van Nguyen
@nguyen__van
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Panel discusses media in politics

The Moody College of 
Communication brought for-
mer gubernatorial candidate 
Wendy Davis, Republican 
strategist Rob Johnson and 
Emily Ramshaw, editor-in-
chief of The Texas Tribune, to 
campus for a conversation on 
the complex relationship be-
tween candidates, campaigns  
and journalists.

The panelists discussed 
how politics is shaped by in-
teractions with the media, 
specifically how things like 
modern media focuses on po-
litical blunders.

Johnson, former cam-
paign manager for former 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry’s 2012 
presidential campaign, said 
media coverage of Perry’s 
“oops” moment was an in-

dicator of how the media 
takes political mistakes out  
of proportion.

“I bet it was on for 48 hours 
constantly,” Johnson said. “Ev-
ery time you turned on the TV, 
there it was. Responsible jour-
nalism was egregious from my 

standpoint. [The moment] got  
so ingrained.”

Ramshaw agreed with 
Johnson on that front, point-
ing out that Perry’s second 
presidential run was overshad-
owed by his mistake from four  

By Sarah Philips
@sarahphilips23
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They need to earn my vote, and neither 
candidate has earned my vote. 

—Cristian Cortes,
Government Sophomore

Among the tablers on 
the West Mall, the Young 
Conservatives of Texas held 
a bake sale — but instead 
of selling cookies for char-
ity, they used baked goods 
to express their opinions on  
affirmative action.

The anti-affirmative action 
bake sale, which took place 
on Thursday from 11 a.m. -  

2 p.m., led to protest from 
close to 300 students for sev-
eral hours. Prices for baked 
goods were sold based on the 
race and gender of the pur-
chaser, and lower prices were 
allocated to black and hispanic 
students, while Native Ameri-
can students were offered the 
sale items for free. Asian stu-
dents were asked to pay the 
highest prices, followed by  
white students. 

“We’re here to talk about 

how students should be 
judged on their merit and 
their scholarship rather than 
their race and gender when it 
comes to college admissions,” 
said YCT communications 
director Allison Peregory, a 
government senior.

In June, the Supreme Court 
ruled in favor UT-Austin in 
the Abigail Fisher v. Univer-
sity of Texas case, allowing 
the University to continue 
using race as a factor in the 

holistic admissions process. 
Abigail Fisher, the plaintiff, 
sued the University say-
ing under-qualified minor-
ity students were accepted 
over her based on their race. 
Many YCT members shared 
similar views to Fisher on  
affirmative action.

Undeclared sophomore 
Kyle Chunda, a YCT member, 
argued that while affirmative 
action was useful in the past, 
it’s unnecessary now.

“The bake sale angered a lot 
of people, obviously, but I feel 
like it’s dehumanizing to set 
different standards for differ-
ent people,” Chunda said.

The last bake sale protest-
ing affirmative action was 
held by YCT in 2013 and led 
to national outcry against 
the organization. Peregory 
said the organization brought 
back the bake sale because 
members believed affirma-
tive action was an impor-

tant topic to talk about for  
the University.

YCT also held “Catch an Il-
legal Immigrant Day” in 2013 
where students were offered 
$25 gift cards for catching stu-
dents wearing shirts with “il-
legal immigrant” on them, as 
reported by The Daily Texan. 
The purpose of the event was 
to raise awareness about how 
illegal immigration affected 
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Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
Drew Calvert, a student at Marble Falls High School, practices his heel-flip at the Heath Eiland and Morgan Moss BMX Skate Park on Wednesday afternoon.
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years earlier. 
“He was probably one 

of the strongest candidates 
in that room and no one 
was taking him seriously,”  
Ramshaw said. “He performed 
really well on the trail the sec-
ond time around, and it meant 
next to nothing.”

The panelists also spoke 
about how the relationship 
between the press has shaped 

the emergence of Republican 
nominee Donald Trump’s  
presidential campaign. 

“Early on, we sort of treated 
[his comments and policies] as 
political blunders,” Ramshaw 
said. “I think that was a pretty 
big mistake on our part that 
we’re only starting to dig our-
selves out of. The media is not 
in touch with the anger and re-
sentment that fuels some com-
munities in our country.”

Davis, thrust into the spot-
light for her 2013 filibuster 

on abortion rights, said her 
own personal experience 
with the media is different as 
a female politician, specifically 
when asked about her own 
abortion and her choice to 
live away from her children 
while she attended law school  
at Harvard.

“In my particular guber-
natorial race, I found the 
situation so completely frus-
trating,” said Davis, founder 
of the online engagement 
initiative Deeds Not Words. 

“The fact that the press 
was even talking about or  
covering my decisions as a 
mother had nothing to do 
with what I was hoping to 
bring forward for the state  
of Texas.”

The conversation was mod-
erated by Sharon Jarvis, asso-
ciate professor in communica-
tions studies. The event filled 
the auditorium in the Belo 
Center for New Media, and 
some students were sent to an  
overflow room.
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students’ everyday lives, ac-
cording to former chairman 
Lorenzo Garcia. 

 Dewayne Perry, an electri-
cal and computer engineering 
senior, saw the protest and 
joined YCT in discussing the 
need to end affirmative ac-
tion at UT. Perry said he be-
lieves black students should 
be held to the same standard 
as students from other races, 
and affirmative action accepts 
under-qualified students.

 “[Ending affirmative ac-
tion will] bring honor to the 
black community,” Perry said. 
“It raises the graduation rates 
of blacks because qualified 
blacks will come here.”

 Perry said one of the main 
points brought up by protes-
tors was the lack of access to 
better education and testing 
resources for minorities af-
fected by affirmative action. 
Perry said he believes affirma-
tive action policies indirectly 
contribute to this problem.

 “You’ve got to have a  

culture of people willing to 
learn,” Perry said. 

 Perry said he tutors middle 
schoolers and high schoolers 
in the Austin community ev-
ery week in math and finan-
cial literacy so they can be 
prepared for their futures.

 Government junior Ma-
randa Burkhalter, president 
of UT’s Black Student Alli-
ance, said Perry is known for 
speaking on issues affecting 
black students as if he repre-
sents the black community, 
but said he lacks involvement 
in UT’s black organizations.

 Donald Parish Jr., a UT 
alumnus who brought middle 
school and high school stu-
dents from the Dallas area 
to UT to show them around 
campus, joined the debate 
when he saw Perry arguing 
against affirmative action.

 “To have an African-
American support that lu-
nacy, I felt like that was just 
ridiculous and I felt like I 
needed to correct that,” Par-
ish Jr. said. “I think they did it 
to get the crowd that they got. 
They wanted to get attention.” 

According to Parish, affir-
mative action allows for stu-
dents from underprivileged 
backgrounds to gain access to 
a better future.

“If you take away their 
hope, they’re going to turn to 
drugs, they’re going to turn to 
crime, they’re going to turn to 
sex-trafficking, they’re going 
to turn to all of these things 
that none of us like,” Parish  
said. 

Students from Hendrick-
son High School in Pfluger-
ville gathered near the table to 
listen to the discussion after 
hearing the commotion while 
on a tour. 

 “For us black people to 
have an education, that’s what 
we all want to do,” said Avery 
Byers, a freshman at Hen-
drickson. “Some of us want to 
become lawyers, doctors and 
philosophers, and we can’t 
do that without coming [to 
a university]. For [Perry] to 
question why we’re getting an 
education in the first place is 
very disrespectful.”

 Student Government 
President Kevin Helgren  

arrived to the bake sale, which 
he referred to as racist, soon 
after the protest grew around 
noon and urged students to 
move the discussion to the 
Union ballroom, but the 
group stayed near the table to 
continue discussion.

 YCT member Christopher 
Shafik said he felt the “racists 
go home” chant degraded him 
because he felt many were 
making assumptions about 
students in the organization 
for having a different opinion.

 “The assumption is that 
because we have different 
opinions, we’re racist,” said 
Shafik , an international rela-
tions and global studies ju-
nior. “Look how combative it 
is. Look how aggressive it is. 
If we’re going to have open 
conversation about ideas on 
campus, this can’t happen. I 
feel attacked almost.”

 Gregory J. Vincent, vice 
president for Diversity and 
Community Engagement, de-
nounced the actions of YCT 
and said while the West Mall 
is a space of free speech, the 
actions of the organization 

were still unwarranted.
 “Focusing our attention 

on the provocative nature of 
the YCT’s actions ignores a 
much more important issue: 
They create an environment 
of exclusion and disrespect 
among our students, faculty 
and staff,” Vincent said in a 
statement. “The West Mall is 
a place where free speech is 
exercised by all students, and 
rightly so, because it is meant 
to be an arena that inspires 
dialogue from diverse view-
points. However, it is also 
meant to be a space where 
students exhibit respect for 
each other while holding 
those viewpoints. Although 
it is their right to do so, it is 
deplorable that a few students 
took advantage of this open 
forum to direct negative sen-
timent toward their peers.”

 Protesters started dispers-
ing after YCT left close to 
2 p.m., but some students 
stayed after to continue  
the discussion.

Will Clark, Anusha Lalani 
and Lillian Michel contributed 
to this story.
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By Paul Cobler
@paulcobler

didn’t involve himself in 
politics until former Dem-
ocratic candidate Bernie 
Sanders gained traction. 
After Sanders lost the nom-
ination, Camacho shifted 
towards organizing events 
on campus in support  
of Stein.

 In Camacho’s view, 
the free tuition aspects of 
Stein’s campaign closely 
align with what Sanders 
proposed. Stein’s proposal 
aims to target lowering 
military spending in the 
United States.

 “We’re saying that we 
would rather pay for our 
citizens’ education rath-
er than fighting wars all 
around the world,” said 
Camacho, an electri-
cal engineering junior. 
“Education is a basic  
human right.”

 The plan proposed by 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clin-
ton to give free tuition to 
families under $85,000 is 
not enough, according to 
Camacho. He wants educa-
tion to be free for all with 
no thresholds.

 Seth Uzman, organizer 
for Students for Stein and 
International Socialist Or-
ganization, said the issue 
of tackling the $1.3 trillion 
debt isn’t a lack of resourc-
es, it’s an issue of who con-
trols these resources.

 “We spend over a tril-
lion dollars every two 
years in military spending 
for the maintenance of US 
empire,” Uzman, a math-
ematics, economics and 
Plan II senior, said in an 
email. “The bosses and the 
politicians they fund were 
more than willing to set 
aside nearly $8 trillion of 
financial resources for the 
rescue of predatory banks 
that robbed people, dispro-
portionately Black families, 
of their wealth in 2008. Its 
the students and the entire 
working class that deserve 
a bailout, not the boss-
es that have never done 

anything but make our  
lives worse.”

 
Gary Johnson 
Johnson has proposed 

eliminating the Depart-
ment of Education to bring 
back power to the state and 
local governments, accord-
ing to his website. He be-
lieves high tuition costs are 
attributed to guaranteed 
loans by the government.

 “Because you are guaran-
teed a government student 
loan, you have no excuse to 
not go to college,” Johnson 
said in an interview with 
International Business 
Times in June. “Colleges’ 
and universities’ tuition 
keeps going up. They have 
absolutely no reality with 
regard to their pricing. If 
every college student to-
morrow says, ‘I’m not go-
ing to go to college until 
the price of college, uni-
versity education drops,’ 
guess what? It would. It 
would happen. It would  
happen dramatically.”

 In regards to student 
loans, Johnson has advo-
cated for lower interest 
rates so less people default 
on their loans.

Texas Youth for John-
son and Weld did not get 
back to The Daily Texan 
at the time this article  
was published.

Evan McMullin 
According to McMullin’s 

website, he wants to offload 
the US’s student loan debt 
onto the shoulders of  
the government. 

“To make sure that uni-
versities have skin in the 
game, they should have to 
repay a portion of the debt 
incurred by students who 
fail to graduate or default 
on their loans,” McMullin’s 
website states.

McMullin also wants to 
cap interest rates for stu-
dent loans at 8.25 percent 
over a 10 year period.

The Daily Texan guide 
to political endorse-
ments states that no 
student organizations  
support McMullin.
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“The fact that the press 
was even talking about or  
covering my decisions as a 
mother had nothing to do 
with what I was hoping to 
bring forward for the state  
of Texas.”

The conversation was mod-
erated by Sharon Jarvis, asso-
ciate professor in communica-
tions studies. The event filled 
the auditorium in the Belo 
Center for New Media, and 
some students were sent to an  
overflow room.

Student petition raises concerns over 
university relationship with Aramark 

Karen Pinilla
Daily Texan Staff

Public relations 
senior Zoe Wright 

created a peti-
tion against UT’s 

food contract 
with Aramark 
due to animal 

cruelty concerns. 
Wright’s petition 

has received 
5,000 signatures 

in a week, and 
she hopes this 
petition will in-

crease student’s 
awareness of 

where their food 
is coming from.

WORLD

Lecturer presents research on 
prevalence of lynching in Mexico

By Will Clark
@_willclark_

Brooke Crim | Daily Texan Staff
Gema Santamaría, an assistant professor at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México 
discusses her extensive research on lynches in Mexico.

About 5,000 UT students 
have signed an online peti-
tion in one week calling on 
the university to cancel its 
food services contract with 
Aramark due to animal 
abuse concerns.

The petition, created by 
public relations senior Zoe 
Wright, cites cruelty toward 
poultry raised on Aramark 
factory farms through a 
rapid growth process, im-
proper slaughtering proce-
dures and inhumane living 
conditions as reasons for 
UT to cancel its contract 
with the company. 

Wright, a campus out-
reach intern for animal 
rights group The Humane 
League, created the petition 
as a part of a national cam-
paign against Aramark on 
college campuses.

“They approached me 
and asked me to be the 
face of the petition and do 
some outreach on campus,” 
Wright said. “It just went 
from there, and it’s been 

crazy successful. I think 
a lot of people care about 
what they’re eating.”

Aramark currently pro-
vides food services for 
University Unions Cater-
ing at UT and is one of the 
largest supply companies in  
the country. 

Taylor Ford, The Hu-
mane League’s Corporate 
Campaign Manager, said 
The Humane League seeks 
to have the largest impact 
possible when addressing 
animal rights, and Ara-
mark is the first target of  
their campaign.

“We think students are 
very well positioned to 
have a very strong voice in 
this campaign,” Ford said. 
“They’re the people that are 
eating Aramark food in Ar-
amark operated dining halls 
nearly every day. When a 
majority of Aramark’s cli-
ents are universities and 
therefore students, so we 
thought that we would 
connect with students and 
provide them with the in-
formation about our cam-
paign and see if they would 

be interested in getting in-
volved, and it has been very 
successful so far.”

Aramark established an 
animal welfare policy with 
the Humane Society of the 
United States that included 
poultry and egg treatment 
in August, the same month 
The Humane League’s cam-
paign began. According to a 
press release, Aramark will 
address various animal wel-
fare issues, including those 
cited in Wright’s petition.

“We are pleased to partner 
with Aramark, and create 
this comprehensive animal 
welfare policy,” said Wayne 
Pacelle, president and CEO 
of the Humane Society of 
the United States, in the 
press release. “Aramark’s 
efforts demonstrate a grow-
ing interest in animal wel-
fare by consumers and the 
industry, and help drive to-
ward continuous improve-
ment in addressing farm  
animal practices.”

Ford said Aramark’s 
refusal to deny the alle-
gations only proves they 
are true and shows the 

corporation’s insincerity 
in making any changes to  
their operations.

Aramark did not respond 
to requests for a statement.

Wright said she thinks 
the number of signatures 
on the petition will increase 
and draw the attention of 
University administration.

“The strong support for 
the petition shows the UT 
community cares how their 
food is prepared,” Wright 
said. “Animal rights has 
been an issue that’s very 
close to my heart, that I’ve 
always really cared about 
since high school. I think 
that what The Humane 
League is doing is really in-
credible and I’m really glad 
to be a part of it. ”

University spokesman 
J.B. Bird said they would 
review the petition, and the 
university takes all student 
concerns into account.

“We take the concerns 
of students seriously and 
will listen to them,” Bird 
said. “We always have to 
consider the welfare of the  
entire campus.” 

were still unwarranted.
 “Focusing our attention 

on the provocative nature of 
the YCT’s actions ignores a 
much more important issue: 
They create an environment 
of exclusion and disrespect 
among our students, faculty 
and staff,” Vincent said in a 
statement. “The West Mall is 
a place where free speech is 
exercised by all students, and 
rightly so, because it is meant 
to be an arena that inspires 
dialogue from diverse view-
points. However, it is also 
meant to be a space where 
students exhibit respect for 
each other while holding 
those viewpoints. Although 
it is their right to do so, it is 
deplorable that a few students 
took advantage of this open 
forum to direct negative sen-
timent toward their peers.”

 Protesters started dispers-
ing after YCT left close to 
2 p.m., but some students 
stayed after to continue  
the discussion.

Will Clark, Anusha Lalani 
and Lillian Michel contributed 
to this story.

In modern Mexico, 47 
percent of people condone 
lynching as a legitimate 
way to attain justice, ac-
cording to Gema Santama-
ría, an assistant professor 
at the Instituto Tecnológi-
co Autónomo de México. 

Santamaría presented 
her research on cam-
pus Wednesday, where 
she argued lynching in 
Mexico needs to be exam-
ined in the context of the 
country’s historical and  
socio-political dynamics.  

“The political climate 
is one where citizens have 
come to embrace violence 
as a legitimate means to 
assist political rule and as-
sert their right to security 
and justice,” Santamaría 
said. “Distrust in the po-
lice is not new in Mexico. 
It might actually be symp-
tomatic of a longer history 
of tense and conflicted re-
lationships between the 
state and citizens.” 

While these acts have 
gained attention in the me-
dia over the last decade in 
Mexico, Santamaría said 
contemporary lynchings 
are a symptom of deeper 
historical trends in Mexico, 
not recent surges in crime.

“People were distrust-
ful of the police and chal-
lenged their authority to 
punish criminals,” Santa-
maría said. “Contemporary 
lynchings can be under-
stood as a symptom rather 
than as an aberration of the 
de-pacification processes 
underpinning Mexico’s 
20th century.”

As lynching and other 
types of mob violence 
generally receded in the 
U.S. throughout the 20th 
century, these events re-
mained more common in 
Mexico as many people 
did not trust the police and 
took matters of justice into  
their own hands. 

“In the context of the 
current situation in Mex-
ico where you see a lot of 
news about lynching and 

presents it as this phe-
nomenon that’s related to 
current events in Mexico, 
especially drug violence, 
it’s useful to have a longer 
term perspective,” govern-
ment graduate student Jake 
Dizard said. In many cas-
es, Santamaría said these 
lynchings do not represent 
a lack of presence from the 
state officials, but rather 
these events are used by of-
ficials to retain power.

CJ Alvarez, assistant 
professor in the Depart-
ment of Mexican Ameri-
can and Latina/o Studies, 
said Santamaría confirmed 
a lot of the suspicions he 
had about the kinds of vio-
lence he’s seen in his own 
research in 1940’s Micho-
acán, a region in Mexico.

“I really appreciated the 
nuance with which she 
pushed back against some 
of the more dominant con-
ventions about how people 
think in too simplistic 
terms about the Mexican 
people and the Mexican 
government,” Alvarez said.



Because so much time was spent discuss-
ing the candidates’ fitness for office, some 
policy discussion was neglected during the 
three debates. Queer issues were not given 
time during any of these, which is prob-
lematic considering the social progress that 
has been made in the last half of President 
Obama’s second term. Relevant social issues 
such as same-sex marriage and transgender 
bathroom policies affect American values, 
so it is absurd that these topics were not once 
brought up in the debates for the most po-
larized presidential race to date. 

Politicians have been known to shift their 
views. Donald Trump is criticized for do-
ing it frequently, and Hillary Clinton has 
been accused of it over time. During the 
2008 presidential race, Obama said he was 
not for same-sex marriage. After repealing 
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell in 2011, he later con-
tinued his progressive ideals by shifting his 
stance on marriage equality, which was an-
other major stepping stone in the fight for 
queer rights. Though the Supreme Court 
ruled in 2015 that all states must allow 
same-sex marriage, the Republican Party 
has returned with a more conservative plat-
form than in 2008, including an effort to re-
peal this ruling. This backwards stance was 
not once mentioned at the debates. 

Congress does not have the power to undo 
the Court’s decision, but if another case were 
to percolate back into the reach of the Court, 

it could be reversed depending on who ap-
points the ninth justice. Though repulsed by 
Trump, many Republicans will not vote any 
other way  because of the stakes resting on the 
unfilled seat. Marriage equality may be safe 
for now, but the Court is likely to hear a case 
regarding transgender rights within the next 
presidential term.

Texas will soon be in the light of court 
examination for a discriminatory anti-
transgender law similar to the one passed by 
North Carolina. “If there is a difference be-
tween their circuit and ours, it will give rise 
to an opportunity for a Supreme Court deci-
sion,” said Wendy Davis, a former Texas state 
senator and 2014 gubernatorial candidate. 
She explained that the president, presiden-
tial advisors and senators — the people who 
influence the appointment  — understand 
this is an issue that will likely be heard by 
the new justice. Therefore, it will be a focus 
point for them when making the decision to 
select the nominee. 

“Supreme Court justices are humans too, 
and they read the news,” Davis said. Media 
outlets often play a large role in shaping public 
perception of social issues, but even then, the 
justice’s personal opinions will likely reflect 
the president that appoints them. Although 
there is increased morale for expanded trans-
gender rights from most publications, there 
is a significant portion of the population un-
educated about — or religiously opposed to 
— gender inclusive policies. Constituents on 
both sides of the issue are concerned, and that 
alone should have merited at least one debate 

question. Failing to talk about these issues 
makes it seem like they aren’t important. 

The next justice appointed to the Su-
preme Court has the power to shape the na-
tion’s social policies. There is an undoubt-
able importance in their appointment, and 
the President has the final power to select 
a nominee. Whether the race in two weeks 
goes in the direction of Trump or Clinton, 
queer rights will be impacted within the 
next presidential term and deserved discus-
sion at the three debates. 

Elkins is a journalism sophomore from Tyler. 

“Equality” is a tricky word because its mean-
ing varies from person to person. Whether you 
ask a stranger at a gas station, a professor of Af-
rican diaspora studies or a conservative selling 
baked goods outside the FAC, they will all say 
something slightly different. 

What is often forgotten is that this isn’t a new 
phenomenon — American history is littered 
with changing definitions of “equality.” Discrep-
ancies in our understanding of “equality” are 
not purely linguistic but extend into our social 
movements and policies, inadvertently affecting 
our daily lives. 

The controversy over affirmative action 
and #AllLivesMatter are modern examples of 
our collective confusion over how we define 
“equality.” There is one side that argues that 
there exists grounds for affirmative action 
and that #AllLivesMatter is inherently racist, 
whereas the opposing side adopts a vocabulary 

that associates “equality” with “colorblindness” 
in order to call affirmative action and #Black-
LivesMatter unfair because they exclude other 
racial groups. 

C.J. Alvarez, a Mexican American and 
Latina/o Studies professor, illustrates how in-
dividuals who call for a “colorblind equality” 
have misinterpreted the social movements of 
the past. 

“[Colorblind equality] is completely out of 
sync with the vocabulary we inherited from the 
Civil Rights Era with egalitarianism, racial and 
universal equality,” Alvarez said. “[They argue], 
‘Why can’t we abolish all the boxes so we’re all 
just judged on our merits?’ Which sounds like a 
version of the equity that the Civil Rights move-
ment tried to put forward, but in practice it ac-
tually misunderstands the whole point of the 
Civil Rights Era, which was about re-addressing 
structural inequalities which produce unequal 
results through government intervention of one 
sort or another.”

Even during the Reconstruction Era, there 

is evidence of defining what “equality” would 
mean for newly freed black people. Then, in 
1896, a new definition arose that continues to 
haunt U.S. History with the Plessy v. Ferguson 
case that legitimized the “separate but equal” 
doctrine that interpreted the court’s decision as 
a “defense of compensating inequalities,” where 
it acknowledges that racial inequalities exist, but 
no one is held accountable for it. 

This sentiment has continued into today, but 
instead of separate but equal it is #AllLives-
Matter. Vocabulary that resonates with “col-
orblind equality” are made harder to dismiss 
because on the surface, a concept like “color-
blind equality” seems progressive. However, 
individuals who support this doctrine have 
not only hijacked this vocabulary for their 
own advantage but are using it to either inten-
tionally or unintentionally censor prominent 
social inequalities that are restricted to certain 
racial groups. This parallels the nature of Plessy 
v. Ferguson of separate but equal in that it takes 
a vocabulary of “equality” to hide the real un-

derlying problem of racial inequality. 
Ultimately, “equality” must be defined as not 

a state of being equal but of acknowledging 
that we are not equal and that our social insti-
tutions are currently constructed to maintain 
that inequality. Recognizing this discrepancy 
is already a step toward progress, but to truly 
change our social inequalities we must be re-
sponsible with our language and the histories 
that carry our definitions. 

Fernandez is a rhetoric and writing and Span-
ish senior from Allen.

Around the world, over 20 million people 
have been victims of human trafficking, and 
Texas ranks second in the U.S. for the high-
est number of trafficking cases. Austin — 
being conveniently placed between Dallas, 
Houston and San Antonio — has been called 
the “triangle” of sex trafficking.  

Additionally, major festivals and events 
make Austin a magnet for sex trafficking deals. 
Just this past weekend, Austin hosted the an-
nual Formula 1 Grand Prix, and local law en-
forcement was preparing for an increase in sex 
trafficking incidents. It’s happening right un-
der our noses, yet the conversation around the 
issue seems very limited. 

Trafficking is occurring across the coun-
try, and to help combat it the U.S. Advisory 
Council on Human Trafficking released its 
first report last week detailing what human 
trafficking is, how it happens and what can be 
done to prevent it. The report aims to make 
recommendations to all levels of govern-
ments as to what can be done to address the 
matter and supports these recommendations 
with evidence and facts.

But what’s more is that the council is made 
up entirely of people who are human traffick-
ing survivors, and the importance of this must 
not be overlooked. 

“I think having this council in place will 
allow law enforcement to understand and al-
most humanize how real of an issue this is,” 
said Sergio Cavazos, president of the Senate 
of College Councils. “It should be shaped 

from a humanitarian perspective, and I think 
the council really is going to emphasize and 
allow law enforcement to realize that these 
people are human beings first, regardless of 
where they are coming or what’s going on 
with their background.”

In an interview with NPR, Ronny Marty, a 
labor trafficking survivor and council mem-
ber, expressed the importance of survivors’ 
roles in providing insight from their personal 
experiences and that this very insight should 
be taken advantage of in order to combat the 
billion dollar industry. 

The council’s report not only provides cru-
cial insights from survivors but also serves as 
a model for how individual states within the 
U.S. can handle the issue. Taking into account 
suggestions and recommendations from sur-
vivors is a key stepping-stone in making more 
impactful progress.

“The feminist perspective, in particular, has 
pushed to bring women to the table in peace 
talks worldwide, and studies have shown that 
when those who are the most vulnerable to 

violence and exploitation are brought to the 
table, change is more viable and sustainable,” 
said Melissa Torres, director of Human Traf-
ficking Research Portfolio at the UT Institute 
on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault.

This is why creating more councils like the 
U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking is 
so important — they allow for more impactful 
progress. Members of this council know what 
other survivors and victims need, and they are 
able to represent those who don’t have a voice at 
the higher level where those voices need to be 
heard. And if more groups like this come to be, 
there is the potential to make a bigger impact 

than government could make on its own. 
Agha is a public relations junior from 

Karachi, Pakistan.
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Human trafficking council gives voice to victims
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Queer rights deserve presidential debate coverage

Additionally, major festivals and 
events make Austin a magnet for 
sex trafficking deals. Just this past 
weekend, Austin hosted the annual 
Formula 1 Grand Prix, and local law 
enforcement was preparing for an 
increase in sex trafficking incidents.

Relevant social issues such as 
same-sex marriage and transgender 
bathroom policies affect American 
values, so it is absurd that these 
topics were not once brought up in 
the debates for the most polarized 
presidential race to date. 

Misunderstanding of ‘equality’ perpetuates racism
COLUMN

By Alyssa Fernandez
Daily Texan Senior Columnist

Discrepancies in our understanding 
of “equality” are not purely linguistic 
but extend into our social move-
ments and policies, inadvertently 
affecting our daily lives.

By Alina Agha
Daily Texan Columnist 

@alinaagha96

Members of this council know what 
other survivors and victims need, and 
they are able to represent those who 
don’t have a voice at the higher level 
where those voices need to be heard.
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BIOLOGY

Some people go to haunted 
houses to experience fear for 
fun, but UT researchers are 
using fear in a different way. 

Daniel Johnston, UT 
neuroscience professor and 
director of the Center for 
Learning and Memory, has 
been inducing fear in rats 
to prove the link between 
major depressive disorder  
and epilepsy.

Different psychological 
studies have found that de-
pression and fear-induced 
anxiety often occur together. 
One study by John Tiller of 
the University of Melbourne 
found that 85 percent of pa-
tients with major depressive 
disorder were also diagnosed 
with generalized anxiety dis-
order, and 35 percent had 
symptoms of panic disorder.

Johnston said he and the 
researchers in his lab have 
been interested in epilepsy for 

many years and only recently 
began using rats in this way. 

“We can make a rat have 
epilepsy, and we can also 
make a model for depres-
sion by making the rat have 
some of the symptoms of 
major depressive disorder,”  
Johnston said.

Giving a rat depression-
like symptoms is done by 
placing it in stressful situa-
tions, such as a near-drown-
ing experience. Once the rat 
has depression-like symp-
toms, Johnston and his team 
measure the electricity in 
the rat’s neurons to deter-
mine where signals might 
be blocked from reaching 
the ion channels in the brain 
that help regulate emotions  
and memory. 

The results of the experi-
ment are embedded in the 
electrical activity of neurons 
caused by proteins in ion 
channels. The membranes of 
single neurons conduct elec-
tricity, which is conducted by 
common ions found in salts. 

“We’ve discovered an ion 
channel in particular that 
has a common defect in both 
epilepsy and depression,”  
he said.

“It’s well-known that 
there’s a strong [correlation] 
between epilepsy and depres-
sion, so what I mean by that 
is that patients who have very 
severe depression are more 
likely to have epilepsy,” said 
Johnston. “But it’s not known 

as well if there’s any underly-
ing neurobiological mecha-
nisms that are similar in the 
two diseases.”

Scientists often study 
animal models, such as rats 
and mice, to research dif-
ferent medical conditions  
and diseases. 

“It’s hard to study a disease 
unless there are animal mod-
els,” Johnston said. “It’s been 
one of the problems with 
some of the psychiatric dis-
orders. Concerning the ethics 
of using rats, I would say that 
it’s much more preferable to 
use them in place of humans.”

Johnston said he hopes 
his research is something 
that will interest people in-
side and outside the field of 
neuroscience. He said be-
ing able to test the effects of 
major depressive disorders 
and anxiety, and how the two 
overlap in causing epilepsy, 
is important because it may 
lead scientists to better target 
treatments for one or both of 
the diseases.

“A lot of people are very 
frustrated as to why we can’t 
solve diseases more quickly 
than we do,” Johnson said. 
“The problem is that biology, 
in particular neurobiology, is 
very complicated — we don’t 
have answers to a lot of ques-
tions unless there are people 
like basic scientists, myself 
and many others, doing re-
search to try and answer 
some of these questions.”Illustration by Albert Lee | Daily Texan Staff

Studying rats’ fear reveals  
secrets of human health

By Holly Herman
@wasabiwoman

HEALTH

I have a dilemma: I want to 
partake in Halloween’s fright-
ening festivities, but don’t want 
to be cursed by candy calories. 
What’s a ghoul to do?

— Healthy Ghoul
Healthy Ghoul, although 

we may not encounter trick-
or-treaters skipping from 
dorm room to dorm room, 
there is certainly not a short-
age of candy on campus. 

But don’t let the calories 
completely scare you away 
from enjoying a few Hallow-
een snacks. All foods are fine 
in moderation – including 
candy. In fact, a study pub-
lished in the journal Appetite 
shows evidence that restrict-
ing yourself from a specific 
food results in a “rebound” 
effect: an increase in the crav-
ings, and ultimately the in-
take, of the forbidden food. 
You always want what you 
can’t have.

So bypass the hex on all 
candy, but keep reading — I 
have some tricks for your 
Halloween treats.

My first may seem some-
what intuitive, but as inhab-
itants of a supersized society, 
we fall victims to portion dis-
tortion everyday. We all loved 
the houses that gave us the 
king-sized candy bar when 
we were young monsters, but 
as aspiring adults, it’s time to 
trade in the big bar for the 

“fun” or “mini” option. 
You may be thinking 

that there isn’t anything fun 
about a fun-sized candy bar, 
but how sweet is it to save 
yourself 180 calories? That’s 
the difference between a 
normal, 1.5-ounce choco-
late candy bar and a mini  
0.3-ounce version.

Science backs that when 
candy is in smaller units, you 
consume fewer calories too. 
In a study published in the 
Journal of the American Di-
etetic Association, research-
ers gave subjects the option 
to eat as much candy as they 
wanted, giving one group reg-
ular-sized candies while the 
other group’s were cut in half. 
They found that people ate 
the same number of candies, 
regardless of size. 

If fun-sized isn’t your fa-
vorite, hard candies such as 
lollipops, peppermints and 
jawbreakers are good op-
tions. Stash them in your 
desk drawer or purse for a 
sweet treat. Since hard candy 
involves more licking and 
less chewing, it takes longer 
to consume the candy and 
therefore, the calories.

Choosing between sugar 
candies (think taffy or gum-
my candy) and chocolate? Go 
with chocolate – the darker 
the better. That’s where all the 
good-for-you nutrients are. 

Most gummy candy is 
straight sugar with little nu-
tritional value. And don’t let 

packages that tout “fat-free” 
fool you. They may contain 
zero fat, but their sugar con-
tent is the main monster un-
der the bed.

A typical serving size of 
gummy bears (17, if you were 
unaware) has 21 grams of sug-
ar – that’s over five teaspoons! 
The Academy of Nutrition 
Dietetics now recognizes high 
carbohydrate intake, which 
includes refined sugar, as a 
greater risk for heart disease 
than saturated fat. A paper 
published in Progress of Car-
diovascular Diseases suggests 
that dietary guidelines should 
shift their focus from decreas-
ing saturated fat intake to re-
ducing refined sugar.

So this Halloween, feel free 
to eat, drink and be scary. It’s 
all about moderation. Ration 
out one to two pieces of candy 
per day for about a week, and 
then toss (or donate) the rest. 
You can get your sugar fix 
without feeling haunted by 
your health. 

By Stacey Arnold
@staceyarnold94

Ask a Nutrition Student: 
Tricks for choosing treats

Illustration by Lex Rojas | Daily Texan Staff
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VOLLEYBALL SIDELINE
Texas sweeps Sooners, continues win streak

Prior to its matchup with 
Oklahoma on Wednesday, 
Texas rolled through the entire 
Big 12 en route to an 8–0 start. 
The Longhorns overwhelmed 
opponents with their prowess 
up the middle and firepower 
on the outside, winning six 
matches in straight sets.

Wednesday night was no dif-
ferent for the burnt orange, as 
they beat Oklahoma 3-0 for the 
second time this season. The 
victory improved Texas’ record 
to 17–2, 9–0 Big 12.

“I’m really pleased with the 
things that we saw tonight,” 
head coach Jerritt Elliott said. 
“The defensive numbers were 
significantly better. If we can 
play that kind of defense, we can 
put a lot of pressure on teams.”

Texas utilized its height ad-
vantage at the net to record 
nine blocks. The Longhorns 
dominated Oklahoma up-
front, recording seven more 
blocks than the Sooners. Okla-
homa failed to block even one 
Texas kill attempt until late in 
the second set.

“Our blockers are doing a 
nice job,” Elliot said. “They’re 
getting in front of hitters, pick-
ing better spots and getting 
over, so we’re getting good 
touches. When we get good 
touches off the block, we’re 
transitioning into a high point.”

The Sooners outplayed the 
Longhorns at the beginning of 
set one, holding the lead until 
the 15th serve. And even after 
losing the lead, the Sooners  
remained close behind the play 

of Marion Hazelwood. The 
junior middle blocker post-
ed six kills on nine attempts 
to keep Oklahoma within  
striking distance. 

But the blocking advantage 
ultimately paid dividends for 
Texas in the first set. Sopho-
more middle blocker Yaazie 
Bedart-Ghani continued her 
recent string of strong play in 
the opening frame, ending the 
set with a thunderous block up 
the middle. 

“Our numbers were good,” 

Elliott said. “I liked that we 
didn’t get rattled, we just stayed 
with it. We put ourselves in po-
sition to win.”

Junior outside hitter Ebony 
Nwanebu followed Bedart-
Ghani’s lead in the ensuing 
set. She closed out the Sooners 
with an impressive showing 
up the middle, slowing down 
the Sooner attack. Nwanebu 
recorded nine kills and two 
blocks on the night, finishing 
with a hitting percentage of 
.600 in the victory. 

Texas held a comfortable 
lead throughout the next two 
sets after claiming the first 
frame, leaning on Nwanebu 
and freshman outside hitter 
Micaya White. The Longhorns 
won the second and third set 
by a combined 16 points with-
out a significant challenge from  
the Sooners.

White was the star of the 
match for Texas, totaling a 
team-high 14 kills to go along 
with nine digs. The Frisco na-
tive has started all 19 matches 

this year, averaging over four 
kills per set. She was once 
again integral to Texas’ success  
on Wednesday.

Texas will continue its sec-
ond swing through conference 
play on Saturday as the team 
travels to Lawrence, Kansas, 
for a battle with the Jayhawks. 
With a victory, the Longhorns 
can start 10-0 in the Big 12 for 
the first time since 2013, when 
the team finished perfect in the 
conference. The match begins 
at 6:30 p.m..

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman outside hitter Micaya White tallied 14 kills in Texas’ three-set victory over Oklahoma. The win placed the Longhorns 
at 17–2, 9–0 Big 12 on the year. They will head to Lawerence, Kansas, to face the Jayhawks at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday.

SOFTBALL

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
The Longhorns have blown out their first two opponents of 
the fall season, winning 12-3 and 7-0, respectively. They will 
face McLennan Community College on Thursday.

Sophomores see increased role 
in second season under Smart

Longhorns continue 
fall-season adjustments

BASKETBALL

The Longhorns are set 
to host McLennan Com-
munity College on Thurs-
day at Red and Charline 
McCombs Field in Austin. 
The team looks to remain 
undefeated after starting 
the season with two re-
sounding wins. 

Texas gave a complete 
performance in its last 
game, defeating Temple 
College 7-0. Senior pitcher 
Tiarra Davis led the way for 
the Longhorns, recording 
an efficient 11 strikeouts in 
seven innings of work.

“I loved that [Davis] 
maintained a low pitch 
count,” head coach Con-
nie Clark said. “We had to 
rely on her because we had 
some banged up pitchers, 
but she attacked the strike 
zone nicely and did a really 
good job overall.”

Offensively, the Long-
horns have stepped up to 
the plate with an air of con-
fidence throughout the fall 
season. They have tallied 
19 runs in their first two 
games, paired with 23 hits. 
And nearly every player in 
burnt orange has found a 
way to contribute.

“It’s expected,” senior 
third baseman Celina Felix 
said. “We just let all of the 
hard work at practice pay 
off by going up to the plate, 
not overthinking, having 
fun and doing what we’re 

here to do.”
Each fall contest helps 

Clark gauge the team’s 
strengths and weaknesses 
heading into the spring 
campaign. Texas also gets 
the chance to experiment 
with new strategies and 
lineups without the con-
sequence  of falling in  
the standings. 

“I think that we’ll maybe 
add in a little more short-
game this next time,” Clark 
said last Friday. “We may 
run some new defensive 
schemes out there as well. 
We mostly just trot them 
out there and ask them to 
be athletes though because 
we’re a little limited on our 
time in these games.”

Texas looks to keep 
building a foundation 
for February as the fall 
season extends through 
mid-November. The Long-
horns will take the field 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday 
against McLennan Com-
munity College at 7 p.m. 
And while the competi-
tion may not be as tough 
as it is in the spring, Clark 
wants her team to stay 
focused on improving in  
each matchup.

“We’re really just trying 
to stay the course,” Clark 
said. “We want to switch 
our brains off at the plate 
and be very decisive on 
the pitches we’re looking 
for. That’s going to help us 
more than anything over 
the long haul.”

By Justin Martinez
@JustJustin956

Sophomore guards Ker-
win Roach and Eric Davis 
Jr. have a lot of responsibil-
ity on their shoulders.

Head coach Shaka Smart 
expects the duo to fill the 
void left by recently depart-
ed guards Javan Felix and 
Isaiah Taylor, last year’s re-
spective leading scorer and 
floor general.

But the two aren’t fazed 
by their new roles. In fact, 
they see the challenge as an 
opportunity to seize and 
thrive on.

“It’s definitely been a 
big focal point,” Roach 
said. “I just really took on 
the [point guard] role and 
I’m trying to run with it. 
[Coach Smart] put more 
trust [in me], gave me more 
responsibility, just held me 
more accountable really for 
everything I do and just re-
ally gave me the keys.”

Roach is a tenacious, 
athletic player known for 
his impressive vertical and 
ability to throw down mas-
sive dunks. He credits his 
special bond with his coach 
— the two go out for break-
fast on Sundays when Texas 
doesn’t practice — as one 

reason he feels comfortable 
taking on a leadership role.

Davis also looks forward 
to getting a chance in the 
limelight. He averaged 7.4 
points per game last sea-
son, and most recently hit 
a three-point shot to put 
Team White over Team Or-
ange in Texas’ intrasquad 
scrimmage last week.

The sophomore admit-
ted he sometimes gets too 
caught up in his own play, 
but said he’s been work-
ing on putting the team’s 
needs first as he prepares to 
emerge as a leader.

“Whatever the team 
needs — that’s my whole 
thing this year,” Davis said. 
“I’m over myself. That’s 
something me and coach 
talked about this summer. 
Last year I was looking to 
the older guys for answers, 
now the young guys look 
at me for the answers, so 
I just try to be a leader at  
all times.” 

The two will imme-
diately serve as men-
tors for freshman guard  
Andrew Jones.

Jones, a four-star re-
cruit, made a solid first 
impression on the burnt 
orange faithful, scoring 
10 points and dishing out 

eight assists in the Texas 
Tip-Off. He struggled at 
times defensively, but his 
passing prowess pairs well 
with the offensive sys-
tem Smart plans to run  
this season.

Smart said Texas will 
be “even more inside-out 
than last year,” meaning 
the guards will be pass-
ing inside to the big men 
early and often. They will 
still get plenty of shooting 
opportunities, but Smart 
envisions a versatile  
Longhorn attack.

“We want those guys to 
sometimes do less, better,” 
Smart said. “Sometimes 
you can be better doing 
less if you just make a sim-
ple play. They’re talented 
guys, [Kerwin], Andrew, 
Eric, so you don’t want 
them just to be facilita-
tors but at the same time 
you don’t want them to 
pound it, pound it, pound 
it and not really get much 
out of it so we have to find  
that balance.”

Texas will continue 
working toward that 
balance in its return to 
the Frank Erwin Cen-
ter on Nov. 2 for an ex-
hibition game against  
Angelo State.

By Claire Cruz
@ClaireCruz5
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2004
The Boston Red 
Sox sweep the St. 
Louis Cardinals 
4–0 to win the 
World Series for 
the first time 
since 1918. 

Volker places second 
in Las Vegas

Officiating and weather 
are said to be the only 
things in sports in which 
the players and coaches 
have no control. No. 14 
Texas experienced the 
latter on Monday as poor 
weather dictated play in 
the Las Vegas Invitational. 

After a clear opening 
day in which the Long-
horns ended up tied for 
seventh, a storm erupted 
stopping any play from 
taking place prior to the 
second round. Play re-
sumed on Tuesday, but 
was still delayed because 
of fog.

Texas ended the tour-
nament tied for fourth 
overall. The Commodores 
shot 15-under-par for  
the tournament. 

“We just did not get off 
to a good start here in Las 
Vegas and losing a round 
to weather hurt us,” head 
coach Ryan Murphy said. 
“This will be a learning 
experience for our team. 
You have to be ready 
when they ring the bell.”

Baylor, who led every 
step of the way, finished 
in first at 25-under par. 
UNLV finished second, 
losing by eight strokes. 

Freshman Greta Volker 
led the way for Texas, 
finishing No. 2 overall at 
8-under-par. She fell just 
one stroke behind Bay-
lor’s Amy Lee. 

“[Volker] gave herself a 
chance to win and came 
very close,” Murphy said. 
“The round capped a ter-
rific fall for Greta and I 
could not be happier with 
her efforts thus far.”

Fellow freshman 
Emilee Hoffman finished 
her two rounds at 4-un-
der-par and tied for No. 
15.  Senior Julia Beck fin-
ished one stroke behind 
Hoffman, tied for No. 21.  

The Longhorns hope 
for clearer skies and dri-
er fairways in February 
when official play begins 
once again. Their first 
tournament of the new 
year will be in Orlando, 
Florida for a tournament 
hosted by the University 
of Central Florida.

— Travis Hlavinka

SPORTS 
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Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore guard Eric Davis Jr. sunk a game-winning shot in Texas’ intrasquad scrimmage 
on Oct. 20. He averaged nearly eight points per game as a freshman, shooting 37 percent.

By Steve Helwick
@s_helwick
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As a student, alumnus 
Edward Sumner was of-
ten ridiculed for the bento 
box style lunches his mom 
packed him every day. 
But now, dozens of peo-
ple line up to receive the 
Japanese cuisine he serves  
up every day. 

Last June, Sumner 
opened Don Japanese 
Food Truck, a business 
dedicated to creating af-
fordable and authentic 
Japanese meals specifically 
for UT students. 

“Having gone to UT, I 
know the food around here 
and in the dining halls is 
overpriced,” Sumner said. 
“I had other chefs tell me, 
‘You’re never going to 
make money off a $5 bowl,’ 
but it’s what I believed in, 
and I had to stick through 
it.” 

Before opening Don Jap-
anese Food Truck, Sumner 
majored in nutrition and 
worked for kitchens while 
going to school for several 
years before discovering 
his true passion was cook-
ing. 

“I’ve always had very 
fond memories of cooking 
and food because my mom 
was such a good cook,” 
Sumner said. “I remem-
ber telling her, ‘I think I 
can do it,’ because I’d seen 
how I could make people 
happy with the food I was 
cooking. Her reaction was 
almost like an, ‘It’s about 
time,’ kind of thing.” 

After sketching ideas for 
his dream kitchen, Sumner 
spent about a year creat-
ing a menu and studying 
cookbooks to find Japanese 
recipes he could make on 
his own. He also drew in-
spiration from his mother’s 
cooking, creating dishes 
like the Kara-age, a Jap-
anese-style fried chicken 
that was originally one of 
her recipes. 

For loyal customers, like 
women’s and gender studies 
sophomore Tien Dinh, the 
food provides familiarity 
that can’t be found at other 
restaurants around campus.

“The food feels very 
home-style and unique 
compared to the generic 
things you’d find at other 
restaurants,” Dinh said. 
“Edward is always very 
kind and has a smile on his 
face that just adds to it all.” 

Though he’d already 
been working in the food 
industry, Sumner never 
attended culinary school. 
Instead, he found himself 
most influenced by his ex-
periences managing the 
Halal Bros food truck and 
working under a local chef 
who acted as a father figure 
to him. 

Although the idea was 
originally his own, Sum-
ner said the support and 
help he’s received from his 
coworkers, Omi Yozen and 
Bernard Goal, has kept the 
truck running. 

Sumner’s longtime friend 
Goal said he never doubted 
Sumner’s ability to achieve 
success with Don Japanese 

Food Truck.
“He’s a very driven per-

son who always makes sure 
to put a lot of thought and 
effort into all aspects of the 
business,” Goal said. “When 
he asked me to join him, I 
could really see that it was a 
strong business moving in a 
good direction.”

But the business wasn’t 
always smooth sailing. 
During the truck’s first 
two weeks, Sumner said 
he struggled with negative 
reviews and high rent for 
his truck’s original loca-
tion at 28th and Guadalupe 
streets. Regardless, Sum-
ner said seeing people ap-
preciate his food made it  
worth it.

“I remember I was just 
smoking a cigarette outside 
the truck, and I suddenly 
saw a huge crowd of peo-
ple coming and thought, 
‘There’s no way that’s for 
me,’” Sumner said. “We 
sold out of food that night. 
Omi and I just couldn’t 
believe it, and we were so  
so happy.” 

Despite the acclaim Don 
Japanese Food Truck is 
receiving, Sumner makes 
sure to stay grounded and 
remember others who have 
not been as fortunate as  
he has. 

“I attribute a lot of my 
own success to luck,” Sum-
ner said. “I always have to 
tell myself to stay humble 
because there’s always go-
ing to be millions of people 
out there who work harder 
and don’t get to see the  
same results.”

When UT graduate student 
Usama Malik and his friends 
arrived in Rowlett, Texas, in 
January, they were dumb-
founded by the devastation a 
tornado had left in its wake. 
Homes were torn down and 
rubble littered the streets, but 
the group focused on aiding a 
man who had been tossed aside 
by the rampaging force after it 
had ripped directly through  
his property. 

“There was so much de-
struction, so much debris ev-
erywhere,” Malik said. “If you 
looked at his house there was 
nothing there, [and] the fact 
that he survived was a miracle.”

Last spring, Malik co-found-
ed Humanity First Texas Chap-
ter, the UT-student auxiliary 
of Humanity First USA, an in-
ternational disaster relief and 
human development organi-
zation. The UT chapter is cur-
rently working on setting up a 
clinic in Chiapas, Mexico, that 
will cater to indigenous women 

and children of the area who 
lack access to basic healthcare. 
They are holding a benefit din-
ner for the clinic at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 27 in the Stu-
dent Activity Center Ballroom. 

“Our [chapter’s] help meant 
the world for that person be-
cause at that time, he had no one 
else,” Malik said. “To actually 
go out there and see how bad of 
a situation it is really changed  
people’s perspectives.” 

Lila Al-Kassem, an interna-
tional relations and global stud-
ies sophomore, is the National 
Programs director for Human-
ity First Texas Chapter. In addi-
tion to raising money to pay for 
supplies, the chapter also plans 
to send volunteers to Chiapas 
during spring break to oversee 
and help with the clinic. 

“We really wanted a way to 
educate people about Chiapas, 
about the conditions [in which] 
women and children live there,” 
Al-Kassem said. “We also 
wanted to show the Austin and 
UT communities how wonder-
ful the Chiapas community is.” 

Anila Bhatti, a maternity 

nurse who worked at the Hu-
manity First USA clinic in 
Guatemala, informed mem-
bers of the UT chapter about 
the conditions and needs of the 
Chiapas community, which is 
a shuttle ride away from Gua-
temala. She said one of the ill-
nesses prevalent in the area is 
cervical cancer, which can be 
screened for in tests that only 
cost a few dollars in the U.S.

“We were struck by the fact 
that a lot of the things they 
need aren’t necessarily expen-
sive equipment or supplies,” Al-
Kassem said. “It’s something 
that we can very easily supply 
to them and it’s something that 
can really change their lives.”

Bhatti coordinated women’s 
health camps in Guatemala 
and Mexico for Humanity 
First for nearly two years and 
will fly in to speak at the din-
ner. She will also talk to vol-
unteers about what they can  
expect overseas.

“In these camps, we can re-
ally connect with the people 
and the culture,” Bhatti said. 
“The first time I [volunteered 

abroad] I had all these ideas 
and expectations, and the trip 
really surpassed that.”

The Humanity First Texas 
Chapter also works within a 
more immediate community 
outside the directive of Hu-
manity First USA. Last year, 
they put on a fashion show 
with the Counseling and Men-
tal Health Center for domestic 
violence awareness and preven-
tion. When the group works 
on fundraisers and awareness 

events outside the scope of 
their umbrella organization, 
they turn to member ideas for 
the issues they’ll address. 

“It’s not just a student or-
ganization, it’s an experience, 
and it’s meant to change you 
for the better so that you can 
not only empathize with other 
people, but so you can get a feel 
for yourself and see how you 
can best serve mankind,” Malik 
said. “You can’t serve mankind 
without knowing mankind.”

Texas governors, local 
legends and ordinary towns-
people lie six feet beneath the 
surface of Austin’s Oakwood 
Cemetery. They met their end 
in various ways — some at the 
hands of Native Americans, 
others struck by lightning 
 — but all were laid to rest in 
Oakwood, weaving them into  
Austin’s historical narrative.

Located on the Eastern 
edge of campus adjacent to 
Disch-Falk Baseball Field, 
the active cemetery is also 
Austin’s oldest, with the earli-
est burials dating back to the 
city’s founding in 1839. Some 
of the most important names 
in the history of the city and 
state are buried within its 
gates. This Saturday, these 
tales will come alive through 
reenactments put on by lo-
cal non-profit Save Austin’s 
Cemeteries as part of Mur-
der, Mayhem and Misadven-
ture, the organization’s an-
nual Halloween walking tour.

At Oakwood, the graves of 
two men who were attacked 
and killed by Native Ameri-
cans on the banks of Barton 
Springs are evidence of the 
city’s frontier-town past that 
is almost impossible to imag-
ine among the skyscrapers of 
modern Austin. 

“I believe that cemeteries 
are important to preserve be-
cause they tell the stories of 
the town, the society, the cul-
ture and the people,” wrote 
Historic Resources Survey 
Coordinator at the Texas 
Historical Commission and 
UT alumna Leslie Wolfen-
den in an email. “A cem-
etery is a microcosm of the  
town itself.”

In spite of both its central 
location and lofty historical 
record, the cemetery remains 

relatively unknown in a city 
home to newcomers. 

“A lot of people, like my-
self when I first moved here, 
don’t know that the place 
exists,” said Dale Flatt, the 
founder and president of 
Save Austin Cemeteries. 
“By getting people out there 
to [show] them the cem-
etery and weave [in] stories, 
we show them that this re-
ally is an outdoor museum  
of sorts. ”

When Flatt bought him-
self a new camera one year, 
he began to research histor-
ic cemeteries at the Austin 
History Center in order to 
find something interesting  
to photograph. 

“I realized the maps were 
totally outdated and that a 
lot of the old cemeteries had 
been either illegally moved or 
built over,” Flatt said. 

After Flatt discovered 
these forgotten cemeteries in 
HEB parking lots, near apart-
ment complexes and in front 
lawns, he realized the limits 
of Austin’s PARD to receive 
grant money for cemetery 
preservation and decided to 
establish his own non-profit, 
SAC, in 2004. 

“Once a cemetery is basi-
cally full, the level of care 
drops,” Wolfenden wrote in 
an email. “Families die off 
or move away, leaving no 
one behind to provide basic 
maintenance. So cemeteries 
become overgrown, monu-
ments may be moved or de-
stroyed by time. This is why 
it is important for every cem-
etery to be registered with its 
county and put on deed re-
cords so that we at least know 
that it exists.”

While Flatt’s organiza-
tion fulfills this role, it needs 
cooperation from people 
like Frances Gale of the UT  
architecture school, who 

know the correct pro-
cedures and guidelines 
for preservation of cem-
eteries such as Oakwood, 
which are on the verge of  
reaching capacity. 

 Gale said this promotion 
of stewardship is especially 
important around Hallow-
een, a time when incidences 
of cemetery vandalism in-
crease dramatically. 

“I always talk about his-
toric cemeteries at this time 
of the year because I like to 
draw attention to the fact 
that cemeteries are a valu-
able cultural resource,” Gale 
said. “I’ve never visited a 
historic cemetery where I 
haven’t learned something, 
whether that be about the 
people who are buried there, 
burial customs, materials 
or event construction of  
cemetery monuments.”
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Cemeteries are 
important to preserve 
because they tell the 
stories of the town, 
the society, the cul-
ture and the people.

—Leslie Wolfenden,
Historic Resources Survey 

Coordinator and UT Alumna

REGALO DE LA 
SALUD/GIFT OF 

HEALTH BENEFIT 
DINNER

When: 7:00 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct 27
Where: SAC Ballroon
Admission: $25

MURDER, MAYHEM 
& MISADVENTURE 

WALKING TOUR

When: Saturday, Oct. 29 
10 a.m – 3:15 p.m.
Where: Historic Oakwood 
Cemetery 
1601 Navasota St., Austin, 
Texas

Humanity First Texas chapter advocates international health

Alumnus-run Japanese food truck 
succeeds despite initial adversity

Local Halloween walking tours 
promote cemetery conservation

CAMPUS

ALUMNICITY

Angela Ulloa
Daily Texan Staff

International 
relations 
sophomore 
Lila Al-Kassem, 
graduate student 
Usama Malik 
and undeclared 
sophomore 
Rohana Bruker 
are part of The 
Humanity First 
Texas Chapter.

Chase Karacostas | Daily Texan Staff
Dale Flatt, Founder and president of Save Austin Cemeteries, watches over historic cem-
eteries like Oakwood to protect them from decay and vandalization. He encourages visitors, 
but he’s careful to ensure that they respect the sacredness of the area.


