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UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SUPPORT OF BICYCLE ADVOCACY 

WHEREAS, Despite existing policies, The University of Texas has never built any route facilities to aid bicycle 
travel on campus1

; and 

WHEREAS, The Vice President's Office for Employee and Campus Services has removed routes that 
bicyclists have used with no replacements 1; and 

WHEREAS, The Campus Master Plan of The University of Texas at Austin "redesigns campus routes to 
include bicycle paths, lanes, roadways and corridors, with bicycle traffic and parking permitted exclusively on 
and in designated streets and areas. Recreational bicycle paths will run parallel to pedestrian paths"2

; and 

WHEREAS, The Campus Master Plan states that bicycle "parking will be provided in ample supply and kept 
as close as possible to the path system so that legal parking and pathways reinforce each other and 
encourage a self-policed system." Possible locations include major activity nodes, such as libraries, the Flawn 
Academic Center, recreation centers, intramural fields and student unions. Bike parking should be built in 
selected vehicle parking lots and garages and along selected roadway links. Using these guidelines, resident 
students will have easy access to their bicycles2

; and 

WHEREAS, A study performed for The University entitled Integrating Bikes into a Pedestrian Campus 
addresses "the need for bicycle accommodation on a predominantly pedestrian campus"3

; and 

PEER INSTITUTION PRECEDENT 

WHEREAS, The University of North Carolina reports "a transportation system that supports bicycling and 
walking enhances health, reduces traffic congestion, promotes economic vitality, and improves quality of 
living. [ ... ]Communities that are bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly have one thing in common: they place a high 
priority on planning methods and policies that favor non-motorized modes of travel. Planning enables 
communities to be proactive in addressing biking issues and providing safe, bikeable environments. 
Successful land use and transportation planning is key in establishing good multi-modal service" 4 ; and 

WHEREAS, Louisiana State University reports "when all of the pathways are completed ... there will be a 
continuous route along the outskirts of the entire campus and running near all of the major campus buildings, 
to make the campus easier and safer to navigate" 5; and 

WHEREAS, The University of Virginia's Bicycle Master Plan calls for "improved bicycle lanes that ensure 
easily acceptable bicycle lanes exist from the perimeter of campus to the central campus. Bicycle lanes and 
pedestrian paths should be well lit, [and] provide ample space for passing bicycles/pedestrians. [ ... ] All new 
roads constructed on campus should consider installing either a bicycle lane or a separate bicycle path. 



Bicycle lanes are preferred for routes where there are frequent intersections/driveways and a separate bicycle 
path is preferred for routes with infrequent intersections/driveways" 6

; and 
REASONS FOR ADOPTING BICYCLE-FRIENDLY POLICIES IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN 

WHEREAS, The City of Austin Bicycle Plan states "Bicycles are an efficient and inexpensive form of 
transportation which, with increased use could reduce dependency of foreign oil supplies, improve Austin's air 
quality, reduce roadway congestion, and improve the health and livability of the community ... The broadening 
of transportation options beyond those requiring an engine can help restore the environment and improve 
health - indeed, the very quality of urban life. The personal and societal benefits of bicycling are myriad, 
ranging from individual health improvement, personal and community cost savings, and lower roadway 
constructions and maintenance costs" 7

; and 

PROPOSED POLICY 

WHEREAS, The Parking and Traffic Policies Committee of the Faculty Council has drafted and unanimously 
approved a resolution to adopt a bicycle friendly policy on The University of Texas at Austin campus that 
clarifies and expands upon the manner in which bicycling should be considered within campus master 
planning 8

; and 

WHEREAS, This policy calls for the inclusion of bicycles in campus planning and construction 7
; and 

WHEREAS, This policy calls for the inclusion of safe, usable and reasonable bicycle routes to and within 
campus, without obstacles inhibiting bicycle use; and for providing adequate bicycle parking 8

; and 

WHEREAS, This policy has been approved unanimously by the Faculty Council 9
; and 

WHEREAS, The Orange Bike Project, a committee of the Campus Environmental Center, has endorsed this 
proposal; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, Thal the Student Government of The University of Texas at Austin supports the 
university's adoption of this policy to preserve the viability of this mode of transportation on campus. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution and a copy of the written proposed policy itself 
be sent to the Office of the President, Parking and Transportation Services, Vice President's Office for 
Employee and Campus Services, and City of Austin Bicycle and Pedestrian Program. 

Endnotes 
1. "Bicycle Resolution", a presentation by Dr. Gordon Novak 
2. University of Texas Campus Master Plan: 

http:llwww.lib.utexas.edu/books/campusmasterplan/pdf/masterplan~7 -1-2-spd.pdf 
3. Integrating Bikes into a Pedestrian Campus: A study done by Bowman-Melton Associates, Inc. on the 
University of Texas Campus. 

http://bmapd.com/projects/UT _Bi ke_Plan_project_sheet.pdf 
4. University of North Carolina 

http:J/www.bicyclinginfo.org/develop/activities.cfm 
5. Louisiana State University 

http://www.lsu.edu/chancellor/pdfs/Prowl_our_Paths.pdf 
6. University of Virginia Bicycle Master Plan 

http:/lwww.virginia.edu/architectoffice/pdf/Bicycle_Master_Plan.pdf 
7. City of Austin Bicycle Plan 

http:llwww.virginia.edu/architectoffice/pdf/Bicycle_Master_Plan.pdf 
8. Written, proposed policy. See handouts. 
9. Communication with Tom Wald, Co-Chair of the Orange Bike Project 


