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University of Texas Support of Green Building 

WHEREAS President Powers, in the 2008 State of the University Address, emphasized the importance of 
green buildings saying, "We demolished the Experimental Science Building, and will replace it with a new 
six-story "green" building featuring modern, technology-enabled classrooms and undergraduate teaching 
labs for neuroscience and chemistry. The green features will include day-lighting to conserve energy, 
rainwater collection for irrigation, and a green roof. We need to continue this in future buildings, and beyond 
that in our programs. It is critical that our campus sets an example of leadership in sustainable use of 
resources." [1] 

WHEREAS the current Campus Sustainability Policy established the principle of incorporating "green 
building and design methods .. . [to] consider the needs of future generations of the University community ... 

) with the goal of minimizing the environmental footprint of the campus." [2] 

WHEREAS the Commission of 125 Final Report proposed building "environments that are beautiful, 
efficiently maintained, and ecologically sustainable," and advocated that "new facilities should be designed 
and built more efficiently .. . " [3] 

WHEREAS Vice President for Employee and Campus Services Pat Clubb recognizes the university's 
dedication "to leading the way as sustainable builders and environmental stewards" and hopes "many more 
university buildings earn LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification in the future." 
[4] [5] 

WHEREAS the J.J. Pickle Research Campus became the first LEED-certified University of Texas system 
building last year and "signifies the university's commitment to sustainability and marks our pledge to use 
green building practices in all construction and renovation projects", according to Pat Clubb. [4] 

WHEREAS new building projects including the AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center and the 
upcoming Student Activity Center, as well as renovations of buildings such as Bass Concert Hall, Garrison 
Hall, and the Experimental Science Building, already qualify for LEED certification or incorporate green 
features. 

WHEREAS Project Management and Construction Services, in the summer of 2008, brought on board four 
LEED accredited professional staff with the intention of pursuing further LEED certification in future projects. 
[6] 

WHEREAS it has been shown by the above statements that the University of Texas at Austin is a 
progressive leader in implementing policies for a more sustainable and innovative campus. 

Peer Institution Precedent 

WHEREAS peer institutions have already implemented green building policies or have been heavily involved 
with LEED. [7] 



City of Austin Precedent 

WHEREAS Austin had the country's first comprehensive green building program designed to encourage 
using sustainable building techniques. Furthermore, in 2000, Austin City Council passed a resolution 
requiring LEED Silver rating for all municipal buildings. [8] 

Reasons for Green Building 

WHEREAS green buildings, compared to conventional ones, on average, reduce energy use by 30%, indoor 
water use by 30%, outdoor water use by 50%, and construction waste by 50%. Green design also improves 
indoor air quality, which directly affects worker health and productivity. [9] 

WHEREAS "minimal increases in upfront costs of about 2% to support green design would, on average, 
result in life cycle savings of 20% of total construction costs -- more than ten times the initial investment ... 
The financial benefits of green buildings include lower energy, waste disposal, and water costs, lower 
environmental and emissions costs, lower operations and maintenance costs, and savings from increased 
productivity and health." [9] 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Student Government of The University of Texas at Austin 
recognizes the significance of a green building policy at the University of Texas at Austin, that requires LEED 
Silver certification or higher on new constructions and major renovations, and supports its creation and 
implementation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to the Office of the President and the President's 
Task Force on Sustainability. 

Footnotes 
1. The State of the University Address is located at http:l/www.utexas.edu/news/2008/09/17/powers address-2/. 

2. The University of Texas's current sustainability policy is located at http:f/www.utexas.edu/policies/hoppm/01.A.03.html. 

3. The Commission of 125 Final Report is located at http://www.utexas.edu/com125/UTComm125Report.pdf. Located on page 
26 under recommendation seven. 

4. "First LEED Certification Awarded to University of Texas at Austin Building" located at 
http://www. ute xas. ed u/news/200 7 /1 0/30/ecs-3/. 

5. United States Green Building Council: Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design official website: www.usgbc.org/leed 

6. University of Texas Project Management and Construction Services 
http:l/www.utexas.edu/pmcs/ 

7. Current efforts of our peer schools 
a. University of California-Berkeley: all new construction must meet LEED-certified specifications 
b. University of Washington: all state-funded new building and major renovations will be LEED Silver-certified, at a 

minimum 
c. University of Illinois: projects over $5 million to be LEED Silver-certified, at a minimum, and projects under $5 million 

to comply with LEED Silver requirements to the greatest extent possible 
d. University of North Carolina: Every project is expected to meet LEED Silver standards. 
e. University of Minnesota: policy requires sustainable design guidelines to be applied to all new major construction 

and renovation projects 
f. Ohio State University: committed to incorporating green design in all new construction and renovation projects 
g. Indiana University: executive order in 2008 requires public buildings to be built to LEED Silver standards when 

possible 
h. University of Connecticut: sustainable design and construction policy specifies that all projects must meet at least 

LEED Silver standards 

8. Austin Energy Green Building Program History website: 
http:/lwww.austinenerqy.com/energyo/o20efficiency/programs/green°/o20building/About%20Us/historv.htm 

9. The Costs and Financial Benefits of Green Buildings 
http:/lwww.cap-e.com/ewebeditpro/items/059F3259.pdf 


