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In Support of the Existing Handgun Ban on Texas College 
Campuses , 

John 0. Woods, Graduate Research Assistant, Institute for Cellular and 
Molecular Biology, The University of Texas at Austin ; and Alumnus, Virginia 
Tech Class of 2007 
Representatives Danielle Brown, David Chincanchan, Rachel Meyerson, Kali 
Rogers, and Justin Stein. 

WHEREAS Texas law does not at present allow any weapons in campus buildings except in the 
possession of on-duty law enforcement officials; and the possession of a weapon in a Texas educational 
institution has for some time been a third-degree felony ,1 

WHEREAS the University of Texas Police Department currently employs sixty-four police officers for 
public safety, all of whom are both better equipped and better trained to protect the UT community than 
private citizens, 

WHEREAS in accordance with the comparatively stricter weapons regulations, the per-capita rates of 
murders and aggravated assault for the University of Texas at Austin (2000 - July 2008) are significantly 
lower than for the City of Austin (2000 - 2007),2 

) WHEREAS the vast majority (93%) of violent crimes against students are committed off-campus,3 

WHEREAS suicide is a greater problem for college students than other demographics in the United 
States: it is the second-leading cause of death among college students (ninth-leading cause of death 
among the entire U.S. population);4 moreover

5 
suicides attempted using guns are fatal between 82 and 

91 % of the time, more than any other method , 

WHEREAS in 2005, greater than half of all firearms deaths both in Texas and nation-wide were suicides6
, 

WHEREAS proponents of "concealed carry on campus" argue that arming students and teachers would 
deter attacks like those at Virginia Tech and Northern Illinois University; however, both cases (and indeed 
the majority of recent school shootings) were murder-suicides, suggesting that deterrence is unlikely to 
play a role in prevention7

, 

WHEREAS mass murder on college campuses is extraordinarily rare8
, 

WHEREAS the Virginia Tech Review Panel, a bipartisan group appointed to investigate the tragedy at 
Virginia Tech, specifically recommended a firearms ban on college campuses9

, 

WHEREAS there are numerous other arguments against lifting the existing ban on weapons on 
campus10

, 

WHEREAS the University of Texas Senate of College Councils and the University of Texas Graduate 
Student Assembly unanimously passed equivalent resolutions 1\ and the University of Texas System 
Faculty Advisory Council passed a resolution in the same spirit1 

, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Student Government of the University of Texas calls on elected officials in 
Texas to oppose attempts to eliminate campus weapons bans, 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government of the University of Texas calls on the Board 
of Regents of the University of Texas System to fight efforts to eliminate campus weapons bans both at 
the state level and federally, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution will be provided to at least the Board of 
Regents of the University of Texas System, the Office of the Chancellor of the University of Texas 
System, and the Office of the President of the University of Texas at Austin. 

Footnotes and Citations 
1. "Weapons on Campus, University of Texas at Austin Police Department (UTPD)" 

<http:/ twww. utexas .ed u/pol ice/prevention/weapons. ht m I> 
2. UTPD statistics are available at <http://www.utexas.edu/police/reports/statistics/>. City of Austin statistics are 

available at <http:/lwww.cityofaustin.org/police/censustracl/censustract.cfm>. The crime comparison was made on the 
basis of population and averaged over all years for which statistics were available. If calculated based on jurisdiction 
size (per square mile instead of per capita), the murder rate for UT (1 in 7.5 years with a population of around 60,000) 
is still well below that of the City of Austin. 

3. Baum & Klaus. 2005. Violent Victimization of College Students, 1995-2002. U.S. Department of Justice. 
4. National Alliance on Mental Illness 
5. Spicer & Miller. 2000. Suicide acts in 8 states: incidence and case fatality rates by demographics and method. 

American Journal of Public Health 90(12): 1885-1891. 
Miller, Azrael, & Hemenway. 2004. The epidemiology of case fatality rates for suicide in the northeast. Annals of 
Emergency Medicine 43(6): 723-30. 
The 82% statistic comes from the first paper; the 91 o/o comes from the second. These numbers agree well with 
studies from Canada and Australia, and do not vary when different U.S. states are sampled. 

6. Center for Disease Control. 2005 is the last year for which statistics are available. 
7. As evidence, a gunman who attacked a city council outside of St. Louis, Missouri despite the presence of armed 

police officers. (Ratcliffe, Heather, "6 dead in shooting rampage at Kirkwood City Council," St. Louis Today, 27 March 
2008.) 

8. A pair of videos available from UTPD at <http://www.utexas.edu/police/shotsfired> compare the probability of being 
involved in a school shooting to the probability of being struck by lightning. 

9. The exact wording is, "The panel recommends that guns be banned on campus grounds and in buildings unless 
mandated by law" (Vl-5, p. 76). The full report is available at <http:/lwww.vtreviewpanel.org/>. 

10. Several additional arguments are included: 
College residence halls are easy targets for burglars, and the presence of handguns increases the financial 
incentive for burglary. This endangers residents and creates another avenue by which legal guns become illegal 
guns. 

ii. According to the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse ("Wasting the Best and the Brightest: 
Substance Abuse at America's Colleges and Universities," March 2007), college students participate in high-risk 
behaviors at greater rates than the rest of the population. Driving under the influence of alcohol is a problem 
emblematic of this tendency. Notably, college students with guns are more likely than other college students to 
binge drink (Miller, Hemenway, & Wechsler, 1999: "Guns at college," Journal of American College Health 48(1), 7-
12). 

iii. According to the Daily Texan <http:l/dailytexanonline.com/2.4489/1.760796>, 5°/o of the 300,000 CHL (concealed 
handgun license) holders in Texas are in the 18-26 age range. The 2003 census numbered the Texas high
school-aged population at 1.3 million: conservatively, those become at least a million college-aged individuals in 
Texas today. Based on these numbers, the probability of a handgun being 'at the right place at the right time' on a 
Texas college campus is less than 1 in 67. For a shooting involving 10 individuals, that rises to 14°/o--meaning a 
CHL holder would be present in only one in seven shootings, unlikely sufficient for deterrence. Even were a CHL 
holder present, there is little guarantee that he or she could prevent the taking of life. Finally, 1.5% of UT students 
translates to 500 students with guns--and thus 500 more opportunities for accidents, theft, suicide, and crimes of 
anger. 

11. The Senate of College Councils' resolution is S.R. 504. The Graduate Student Assembly does not number its 
resolutions: the relevant legislation passed on Thursday, January 22nd, 2009. 

12. The exact wording is, "The University of Texas System Faculty Advisory Council strongly opposes any change in law 
which would expand the ability to carry firearms on campus by any personnel other than law enforcement officers" 
(personal communication, Janet Staiger, 2008). 


