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Introduction: 

WHEREAS the purchase of textbooks is necessary for students of The University of Texas at 
Austin to succeed in the classroom and is thus an uncontrollable expense, 

WHEREAS in the last two decades, college textbook prices have increased at twice the rate of 
inflation. 1 Increasing at an average of 6 percent per year, textbook prices nearly tripled from 
December 1986 to December 2004, 2 

WHEREAS according to a recent survey conducted by the College Board, full-time students on 
average spent $942 for textbooks in 2006-2007, 3 

Price Reporting: 

WHEREAS 77% of faculty report that textbook publishers usually or always withhold price 
information during sales interactions, preventing faculty from making informed decisions when 
choosing the most beneficial textbook for students in their course, 4 

Textbook Bundling: 

WHEREAS research shows that about half of all textbooks are bundled (shrink-wrapped with 
supplementary materials such as CDs, workbooks, and online passcodes), and that bundled 
textbooks are more expensive than textbooks alone, 5 

New Editions: 

WHEREAS new editions of textbooks are on average 12% more expensive than the previous 
edition, and 71 % of professors said that new editions of textbooks in their field are only 
'sometimes' or 'rarely' necessary, students are spending more money for little educational gain, 6 

WHEREAS if a new edition of a textbook is released , bookstores are unable to buyback old 
editions, and students are unable to offset their expenses through sellback, 

Required Course Materials List: 

WHEREAS The University of Texas at Austin does not have a comprehensive, centralized list of 
required course materials available before the semester begins, limiting students and bookstores 
from gaining access to necessary booklists, 

WHEREAS the later that required materials lists are given by professors, the less time students 
have to search for the best prices, 



WHEREAS lack of published booklists stifles competition in the market, 

UT System Support: 

WHEREAS the Office of Academic Affairs of The University of Texas System commissioned a 
Textbook Study Group to research the reason for the increasing price burden on students,' 

WHEREAS their recommendations are as follows: 
• Require that textbook lists are in early enough for bookstores to take advantage of 

buybacks and used textbook market, 
• Urge faculty to consider multi-semester adoptions 
• Use old editions even though the revised edition is released, 
• Post textbook lists and ISBNs online in a timely manner so that students can shop the 

least expensive alternative, and 
• Use bundled textbooks and associated materials only when materials will be actively 

used by the instructor.• 

WHEREAS the UT System Faculty Advisory Council passed a resolution in support of the 
recommendations of Textbook Study Group9

, 

Federal Support: 

WHEREAS Section 110 of H.R. 4137 requires publishers to inform teachers at institutions of 
higher education (IHE) about available textbooks or supplements with written information 
including: 

The price the publisher would charge the bookstore associated with the IHE 
The copyright dates of all previous editions of such textbooks in the preceding 10 years 
Substantial revisions to previous revisions 
Whether such items are available in other formats, including paperback and unbound, 
and the price the publisher would charge the bookstore for items in those formats, 10 

WHEREAS Section 110 of H.R. 4137 requires publishers to ofter bundled items separately as 
well, 11 

WHEREAS Section 110 of H.R. 4137 "directs IHEs to include on printed or internet course 
schedules the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) and retail price for each required or 
recommended textbook or supplement for listed courses. [It also] requires an institution to: (1) 
use the author, title, publisher, and copyright date if the ISBN is unavailable; and (2) indicate that 
the required information has yet to be determined if its disclosure for a course is impractical," 11 

WHEREAS Section 110 of H.R. 4137 "requires IHEs to provide college bookstores, upon their 
request, with: (1) their course schedules for the subsequent academic period; (2) the information 
this Act requires to be placed on each course schedule regarding each textbook or supplement 
required or recommended for each course; and (3) the number of students enrolled, and the 
maximum enrollment, in each course," 11 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Student Government at The University of Texas at 
Austin requests that faculty members are more cognizant when selecting course materials. This 
can be done in various ways: 

• Considering whether ALL included items are necessary 
• Considering whether or not students can purchase needed items separately 
• Considering whether or not a new edition is beneficial despite the additional cost, 



) 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government requests that faculty members 
require publishers to disclose textbook pricing during sales transactions so that they are able to 
make more informed decisions concerning student costs when choosing course materials, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government requests that The University of 
Texas at Austin encourage faculty to submit their required course materials in a timely manner, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government requests that The University of 
Texas at Austin create and publish a comprehensive, centralized list of all materials needed for 
each course offered, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Student Government requests that The University of 
Texas at Austin expedite its compliance with H.R. 4137, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Office of the 
President, the Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost, the Office of the Vice President 
for Student Affairs, the Office of the Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, the Faculty 
Council, and the Textbook Advisory Committee of The University of Texas at Austin. 
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