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AR~: In Support of Increasing Police Efficiency, Safety, and Equality Under the 
Law 

Authors: Robert W. B. Love, Jr., Garret Riou, Nadia Al-Aubaidy, Nick Smith, Kenton 
Wilson, JD Weinstein, Reva Davis, Kornel Rady, Perry Pickei, Kallen Dimitroff, Stephen 
Michael Vincent, Horacio Villarreal, and Philip Wiseman 

Sponsors: Garret Riou, Kallen Dimitroff, Nick Smith, Michael Ugeo Williams, JD 
Weinstein, Reva Davis, Nadia Al-Aubaidy, Kenton Wilson, Horacio Villarreal, Kornel 
Rady, Perry Pickei, Crystal Zhao, Stephen Michael Vincent, and Robert W. B. Love, Jr. 

WHEREAS, This resolution has three primary purposes; the first is to increase police 
efficiency and safety on campus; and 

WHEREAS, The second purpose is to help UTPD save money and resources; and 

WHEREAS, The third purpose is to ensure that all students, faculty, staff and visitors of 
the University of Texas are treated equitably and fairly under the law; and 

WHEREAS, The University of Texas at Austin is facing potential budget cuts from the 
Texas State Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, The University of Texas Police Department does an excellent job with its 
limited resources keeping students, faculty and staff safe on campus; and 

WHEREAS, We acknowledge that police must often make tough decisions about where 
to devote their resources at any given time (e.g., there is a car accident on one side of 
campus and an armed robbery on the other side of campus); and 

WHEREAS, Thanks to the hard work and effectiveness ofUTPD, there were zero 
homicides on campus in 2012; 1 and 

WHEREAS, In 2012 there were 55 assaults, 2 armed robberies, and 3 forced rapes 
reported on campus;2 and 

WHEREAS, Of these cases, 34.5 percent of assaults, 50 percent of armed robberies, and 
100 percent of rapes were unsolved at the end of2012; 3 and 

WHEREAS, In 2012 UTPD had 58 controlled substances cases; 4 and 

WHEREAS, In the United States, laws regarding marijuana possession are selectively 
enforced against blacks and other minority groups. In 2007 whites were arrested for 
marijuana possession at the rate of 195 per 100,000 (0.195 percent) and blacks were 
atTested for marijuana possession at the rate of 598 per 100,000 (.598 percent). In other 
words, blacks are three times (300%) more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession 
than whites;5 and 



WHEREAS, In 1970 the US Federal Government classified marijuana as a Schedule 1 
Narcotic, meaning that it had no medicinal uses, and that it as dangerous as heroin (a 
Schedule 1 Narcotic) and more dangerous than cocaine (a Schedule 2 Narcotic); and 

WHEREAS, In 1999 the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy asked the 
Institute of Medicine to investigate the medical uses of marijuana. That report, reprinted 
in the Archives of General Psychiatry, finds that marijuana is helpful in treating pain, 
wasting associated with cancer and AIDS, spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis, 
and in reducing nausea and stimulating appetite;6 and 

WHEREAS, Despite recent scientific evidence from government studies and peer
reviewed scientific journals, The US Federal Government continues to classify marijuana 
as a Schedule 1 Narcotic; and 

WHEREAS, According to the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention, "Tobacco 
use is the single most preventable cause of disease, disability, and death in the United 
States," with an estimated 443,000 people dying prematurely from smoking or exposure 
to secondhand smoke each year; 7 and 

WHEREAS, Possession of marijuana is not a violent crime, marijuana is not associated 
with early death in users, 8 and zero deaths have been reported as a direct result of 
consuming marijuana;9 and 

WHEREAS, In Travis County, police can issue a citation for marijuana possession 
instead of arresting that person at the officer's discretion and when the person is not 
extremely drunk, does not have any outstanding warrants, has an ID, and signs for the 
citation; 10 and 

WHEREAS, Issuing citations for possession of 4 oz. or less of marijuana will save 
UTPD time, energy, and money and allow the police to devote more resources to 
stopping and preventing violent crimes on campus; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, Based upon current scientific evidence, we believe that marijuana 
should not be classified as a Schedule 1 Narcotic and therefore police should prioritize all 
crimes concerning cocaine and heroin above those involving possession of marijuana; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Because of the known dangers associated tobacco use, 
to promote safety and effective use of police resources on campus, we recommend that 
UTPD prioritize calls and crimes concerning tobacco over those involving possession of 
4 oz. or less of marijuana; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, In order to save valuable police resources and ensure 
equal enforcement of marijuana laws on campus, we the Student Government request that 
UTPD adopt an official policy that requires UTPD to not arrest students for possession of 
4 oz. or less of marijuana and simply issue a citation whenever possible, in accordance 
with Travis County Law. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Official copies of this resolution be sent to the 
University of Texas President's Office, University of Texas Police Department, The 
Board of Regents, The Texas State Legislature Homeland Security and Public Safety 
Committee, Austin City Council, Chief Art Acevedo of The Austin Police Department, 
The Dean of Students Office, The Dean of the UT Law School, The Dean of The LBJ 
School of Public Affairs, Texas Student Media Outlets, KUT, YNN, KEYE, FOX 7, and 
KVUE. 

Justification for fast-track: This is the last opportunity for the authors to vote on the 
legislation. 
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