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[1] Whereas the Commission of 125 Final Report recommended that UT "Adopt energy and environmental 
policies that conserve resources." [1] 

[2] Whereas sustainability is commonly defined as "meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of foture generations to meet their own needs". 

[3] Whereas using the resources of the present efficiently, conservatively, and cost-effectively could allow 
the University of Texas to meet the demands of the future. 

[4] Whereas the University of Texas has already achieved success in areas such as green building, biodiesel 
fuel, gardening, etc. [2] 

[5] Whereas nine out of eleven of our peer universities actively recognize the importance of sustainability 
and foster sustainability efforts throughout their campuses by having sustainability policies or sustainability 
committees. [3] 

[6] Whereas the University of Texas can establish a standing sustainability committee made up of 
administrators, faculty, and students with the resources to create a formal sustainability policy. The 
committee can be responsible for implementing and assessing sustainable initiatives at the University of 
Texas. 

[7] Whereas mounting natural gas costs and the related increases in tuition of up to $15 0 per student per 
semester for the 2006-07 academic year and up to $50 per student per semester for the 2007-08 academic 
year make a sustainability policy useful for fiscal responsibility. 

[8] Whereas a formal policy prioritizes and analyzes the University of Texas' sustainability efforts and 
provides a mechanism for the annual review for those sustainability efforts. 

[9] Therefore Be It Resolved that the Student Government of the University of Texas at Austin recognizes 
the importance of sustainability at the university and supports the creation and implementation of a campus
wide sustainability policy. 

[10] Be It Further Resolved that this resolution will be sent to President William Powers, Provost Sheldon 
Ekland-Olson, Vice President of Employee and Campus Services Dr. Pat Clubb, and the University Ad-Hoc 
Sustainability Committee. 
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Comments: 

Sustainability is also commonly associated with fair wages, recycling, cost effectiveness, buses and bikes, fresh 
food, buying local, energy efficiency, biodiversity, cultural diversity, consumer power, clean water and green 
building. 

Footnotes 
1. The Commission of 125 Final Report is located at http://www.utexas.edu/com125/UTComm125Report.pdf. 
Located on page 25 under the heading "The Commission therefore suggests that The University" 

2. The childcare center at 2205 Comal Street Austin, Texas 78722 is seeking LEED certification. The Student 
Activity Center, if constructed, will be LEED certified silver. The new hotel, which will be built at Guadalupe and 
MLK Blvd. will also be LEED certified. University of Texas diesel vehicles run on 20% biodiesel fuel. Urban gardens 
with native plants have been planted at the Harry Ransom Center and fruit trees have been planted at the Brazos 
Parking Garage. There may be more native plants planted at Waller Creek. 

3. Current efforts of our peer schools: 

University of California at Berkeley-established a policy 

University of Washington-established a policy 

University of Illinois-established sustainability committees for landscape, architecture, purchasing, waste 
and benchmarking 

University of North Carolina-established a Sustainability Coalition and Office of Sustainability 

University of Michigan-university was audited for sustainability in 2004 

University of Minnesota-established the Sustainable Campus Initiative 

Ohio State University-established two student sustainability committees 

Indiana University-established the Council for Environmental Stewardship composed of faculty, staff and 
students 

University of California at Los Ange/es-established Chancellor's Advisory Committee on Sustainability to 
assess sustainability efforts 
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