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In Support of the Campaign to Spread the Word to 
End the Word 

Agency Director Erica Brody 

Representative Minator Azemi 

WHEREAS, The word "retard(ed)" is a slang term with roots to the expression "Mental 
Retardation", a term historically used to describe people with intellectual disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, The word "retard(ed)" is commonly used in society as an insult to indicate 
someone or something stupidi; and 

WHEREAS, 92% of youth have heard a person use the term "retard(ed)" as a slangi; 
and 

WHEREAS, The widespread use of this term acts as a major obstacle to the inclusion of 
people with intellectual disabilities in society, and "[o]ne of the greatest challenges 
persons with intellectual disabilities face is overcoming the barriers to inclusion in 
societl"; and 

WHEREAS, The negative effects of the use of this term reaches beyond those with 
intellectual disabilities to impact the lives of families, relatives, friends and peers; and 

WHEREAS, The Special Olympics, in conjunction with Best Buddies International, has 
proclaimed March 3, 2010 as "Ban the R-word" Day, with schools and communities 
across the nation rallying together to raise awareness about this issue; and 

WHEREAS, Best Buddies at The University of Texas at Austin's effort to participate in 
the Special Olympics initiative includes holding a "Spread the Word to End the Word" 
event on March 3, 201 O; and 

WHEREAS, Spread the Word to End the Word will encourage students to sign a pledge 
to take a stand against the derogatory use of the word "retard(ed)" and thus raise 
awareness about its negative effects; and 

WHEREAS, Raising awareness about the harmful effects of the word retard(ed) is a first 
step in generating full acceptance and inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities; 
and 

WHEREAS, Generating an understanding of people-first language will benefit all people 
with disabilities and other underrepresented groups; therefore 



BE IT RESOLVED, That the Student Government at The University of Texas at Austin 
believes in the importance of raising awareness about acceptance and inclusion of 
people with intellectual disabilities, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Student Government at The University of Texas 
at Austin is taking a stand in favor of rejecting the negative use of the word "retard(ed)", 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Student Government at the University of Texas 
at Austin applauds the efforts of Best Buddies for its work in bringing Spread the Word to 
End the Word to campus. 

i Special Olympics Global Collaborating Center, Youth Experiences With the R-Word 
Survey Results, Fall 2009 

ii Special Olympics, Multinational Study of Attitudes toward Individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities, June 2003 


