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.Agenda for September 15, 2009 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order 7:03 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes-September 8, 2009 - Minutes Approved 

Taylor: Motion to suspend the rules and move Appointment of Daniel Spikes up in the 
Agenda. 
Motion is seconded and passed. 

IV. O'Rourke: SSBC is a very important committee that oversees the allocation of 37 
million dollars in student fees. Daniel is the President for Graduate Student 
Association and is determined to improve relationship between SG and GSA. 

A. Spikes: PhD Student in the Department of Education. Working very closely 
with Student Government and GSA to improve the relations and address 
student issues. 

B. No questions 
c. Motion to close questions, seconded, and passed. 
D. Motion to approve by unanimous consent, seconded, and passed. 

V. Guests 
A. Save KUT Campaign 
B. Lee Cooke, former Mayor 
C. Nate Paul, Business Student 
D. Peyton Wimmer, Musician and founder of the SIMS foundation 
E. Question: Woods - what is the management structure at KUT? 

1. It's a non-profit under the auspices of UT 
2. O'Rourke: It's an auxiliary that is self sustained (with fundraising) 

VI. Open Forum 
A. Cecilia Lopez - The University of Texas Leadership and Ethics Institute 

(LEI) will host its first workshop of The Leadership Series. The topic for this 
week's session is "Ethical Leadership" presented by Dr. Sheldon-Ekland 
Olson and it will be held on Wednesday, September 16th from 5:30 - 6:30 
p. m. in the RecSports Center Games Room (2.104 ). 

B. Eleanor - Air Force ROTC cadets doing a run for POW's carrying a flag all 
the way from New Braunfels to the UT tower. Starts at 7 :00 am. They will 
be out at the Tower from 1 :00 - 2:00 so come out and support them. 

c. Muneezeh Kabir - Feminist Action Project, new student group that wants to 
hold a statewide conference in the spring. Garage sale taking place this 
Saturday at 905 E. 53rd St. from 7 am to 1 pm Donations are also welcome. 



VII. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
a. Daniel Spikes 
b. Looking forward to a great working relationship between SG and GSA 
c. Working on the Brackenridge Tract Issue that impacts many people in 

the UT community 
a. Had a survey for the residents to get their feedback on the 

Cooper-Roberson proposal 
b. Now looking for opinion from all Graduate Students through a 

survey that will be sent out soon. 
d. Students who are at UT on fellowships currently lack health insurance. 

GSA and SG are working to carry momentum to the next legislative 
session and have it pass without difficulties. 

e. Has a conflicting class during this time but will ensure that GSA has 
representation here to update. 

B. Senate of College Councils 
a. Lauren Ratliff, President 
b. Passed SR 609 In Support of Bridging Disciplines Programs 
c. Legislation in support of a GPA calculator 

a. Registrar's office is working on one 
d. Introduced a piece of legislation supporting democratic education at UT 

that will allow students to plan a course that is not offered, plan a 
syllabus, present to a faculty panel, and get elective 1 hour pass/fail 
credit 

e. Next assembly meeting is September 24th at 7:00 pm 
C. Student Events Center 

VIII. Appointments 

A Daniel Spikes, Student Services Budget Committee 
B. Neal Remedios, Students with Disabilities Agency 

1. Natalie Butler - Agency Responsibilities 
a. Exists to serve as a liaison between Student Services with 

Disabilities and SG to work with them and serve as a student 
voice. A second director will also be appointed next year. 

2. Liam O'Rourke - Another big part of the job is planning out the Lee 
Baggan Endowment dinner. Neal is a very responsible individual 
who will not drop the ball and will ensure that this gets done. 

3. Neal Remedios - Jr. Neurobiology and Finance major. Served in 
Durant Resident Hall council, Roosevelt Institute. Is a part of two 
different community service organizations that provide services to 
the poor. Talked to Liam a lot about this agency. Excited about 
planning out the Lee Baggan Endowment dinner. 

4. Questions: 
a. Hooper: What compelled you to apply for this specific 

position? 
b. Remedios: Background, involved with community service 

organization since 5th grade. One of his closest friends is the 
director of Best Buddies and will work with him. 



5. Motion and second to approve my unanimous consent. Motion 
passes. 

c. Nicolas Munro, Transportation Agency 
1. Natalie Butler - Serves as a representative on the UT 

Transportation and Shuttle Bus Committee. This director serves as 
a liaison between the assembly, Liam, and the transportation 
committees. He will not be a part of the negotiations with Capital 
Metro. 

2. Liam O'Rourke - The most important thing for this appointment is to 
have someone who will show up to all of the committee meetings 
and also be committed to showing up to SG meetings. 

3. Nick Munro - Jr. Sports Medicine major. Looking for ways to get 
involved on campus. 

4. Questions: 
a. Jones: Share your experiences with using the transportation 

system on campus 
b. Munro: Use it to get to classes on Tuesday and Thursday 

and also on Thursdays to go Downtown 
c. Meyerson: What is the biggest complaint that you have 

about the transportation system? 
d. Munro; Sometimes the buses are not on time, waits can be 

longer, and not consistent. 
5. Motion and second to approve by unanimous consent. Motion 

passes. 
D. Matthew Portillo, Spirit and Traditions Council 

1. Natalie Butler - Goal is to bring together students from across 
campus to share events taking place around campus. 
Representation has not been consistent. 

2. Liam O'Rourke - Same as other committees, it is important to have 
people who are going to show up consistently. Spirits and Traditions 
Council are always looking for partners. Matt is very enthusiastic 

3. Matthew Portillo: Jr. Music student from Ft. Worth. Brought copies of 
resume in case people want to glance through them. Involved on 
campus but wants reps. Not to focus on what he's involved with but 
more so on focusing to represent SG in a positive light and make a 
contribution to it. 

4. Questions: 
a. Castetter: Explain enthusiasm for women's volleyball 
b. Portillo: Really enjoys volleyball games. Hosting a tailgate 

before games. Sees games as an opportunity to increase 
student spirit and involvement. 

c. Hooper: What is your favorite Texas tradition and why? 
d. Portillo: Getting into some of the traditions that have been 

lost including the one we learned at orientation that you 
whisper Texas. Also likes "Texas! Fight!" 

5. Motion and seconded to approve by unanimous consent. Motion 
passes. 

E. Natalie Butler, Executive Director, swears in Neal Remedios, Nicolas 
Munro, and Matthew Portillo. 



IX. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

X. Executive Reports 

A. President: Liam O'Rourke- orourke.liam@gmail.com 
1. PSAC meeting was held today 

a. Dream Act legislation was brought up and discussed with 
President Powers. 

b. Question Woods; University is hesitant to take a stance, 
what's the stance? 

i. O'Rourke, University doesn't sign on to political 
issues usually. President Powers is looking at the 
issue though and thinking about it. 

B. Vice President: Shara Ma - shara.ma@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Affordability 

a. Textbook Requisition 
b. Over the summer, worked with the Coop to get professors to 

turn in their requisitions. First deadline is Halloween. 
c. If 75% of professors turn them in on lime, students can get 

savings ranging from $750,000 
d. Will send out a one page sheet for Representatives to use to 

try to convince professors to make sure they turn in 
requisitions on time. 

2. Representative Profiles 
a. They are intended to help Representatives carry out their 

initiatives. 
b. Still missing profiles from several reps. 

C. Executive Board 
1. Scott Parks, External Financial Director 

scott.parks@bba06.mccombs.utexas.edu 
2. Announcing the Excellence Fund Award Application 

a. Application Due October 15th 
b. 3 Endowments under SG 

i. Becky Carreon need-based Scholarship 
ii. Eyes of Texas Academic Endeavor Fund 
iii. Excellence Fund Award for programs that give back 

to the UT community 
3. First Appropriations Deadline is Friday, September 181

h 

a. Volunteers are needed to help with interviews 
b. Contact Sarah Yu if interested sarah.k.yu@gmail.com 

4. Representative profiles on website are now organized based on 
position rather than alphabetical order as requested by numerous 
representatives. 

5. Student Government Release Form 
a. Please sign for pictures on website 

6. Respond to Natalie's Doodle request if you were unable to attend 
SG Retreat this past Sunday 



7. Speedway Project Thank You 

XI. Committee Reports 

A. Finance -Amanda Lopez alopez7@aol.com 
1. First round of allocations due Friday, September 18th 
2. Need help with interviews on the following week. 
3. No formal meeting taking place this Sunday but at 5:00pm will be at 

the SG office with applications for anyone to come read them. 
B. External Affairs -Andy Jones andyjones@mail.utexas.edu 

1. First Meeting 3:30 this Sunday room TBA 
C. Internal Affairs - Rachel Meyerson rachel@meyersons.com 

1. Meeting on Sunday at 7:00pm to discuss Election Reform 
D. Student Affairs - Justin Stein jstein@mail.utexas.edu 

1. Meeting on Thursday at 6:30pm 
E. Academic Affairs - Matt Daley matt d729@yahoo.com 
F. Legislative Policy - Sarah Hobson sarah.g.hobson@gmail.com 

1. Meeting this Sunday at 8:00 pm in NOA 1.110 

XII. Agency Director Reports 
A. Rachel Aikens - CEC 

1. September 29th Trash-to Treasure Clothing Sale on the FAC Pation 
from 10:00 - 4:00 

2. That evening hosting Earth Summit 2009 
a. Climate Action Planning Forum 
b. GRG 102 6:00 -8:00 
c. Featuring Jim Walker, Director of Sustainability 

B. Luis Armendariz - FLO 
1. Shout out to first year students! 
2. Mentor applications are going out tomorrow. They will be sent out 

via email to all SG listserves. 
a. Looking for more than just a mentor for freshman Looking for 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters type of deal to really foster strong 
relationships. 

3. Sarah Watson, Safety Director 
a. Looking for volunteers because Safety month is coming up 
b. Please let Sarah know if you know any organizations that is 

involved with safety. 
4. Sierra Stephens, LLA 

a. We will have LLAs by next week! 
b. Please look out for work order forms and send them back in 

with requests. 
5. Chad Stanton and Cecilia Lopez, Underrepresented Student 

Agency 
a. Planning an evening program and panel for 

underrepresented student leaders to get feedback and 
relationships started 

6. Janna Thompson, Out of State Student Affairs 
a. Successful dinner last evening for out of state students 



b. Taking applications for the organization, send email to 
Jana.thompson@mail.utexas.edu with any names of out of 
state students 

7. Tava Bingham, Transfer Student Affairs, 
a. Well underway with planning event of the semester. Send 

any transfer students that you know to their events 
8. Sophie Foreman, International Opportunities Agency 

a. Met with Christian Casarez, Director of International Public 
Affaris. Planning on meeting on a regular basis to exchange 
ideas and work together. 

b. International Programs and Study committee met, hot topic 
is potential proposal within Liberal Arts to cut education 
requirements 

c. Next Week tabling at the Students for Study Abroad mixer 
d. If anyone has studied abroad, has not, or wants to share 

experiences please email at sophief@mail.utexas.edu 
9. Ana, Women's Resource Agency 

a. Women's Resource Agency is working on lots of great 
programs. 

b. Let her know if there are any other organizations that should 
be a part of the Women's Council. 

10. Membership Coordination Agency 

XIII. Council Reports 

a. Planning on making name tags for Representatives and 
Exec. Board Members 

b. Please send any feedback on tabling before meetings and 
any other issues 

A. Lawler: Liberal Arts Week! 
1. Many events taking place all week, visit 

http://www.utlac.com/main/Home.html for all the details 
B. Natural Science Representatives - also Natural Science Week! 

1. Events taking place all week visit http://cns.utexas.edu/news/492-
natural-sciences-week-2009 for all the details 

XIV. Unfinished Business 

A. AB 3: Creation of the Financial Aid Agency 
1. Lopez: Creates a financial agency director to work directly with the 

Office of Student Financial Services. The director is on board with 
this position and wants to utilize it to make sure that student 
feedback is a part of how the they run their office. 

2. Question - Hooper: Does the office already have formal means of 
hearing student opinions? 

a. Lopez: they use surveys for people who come to the office, 
but no formal mechanism. 

3. Jones: Was it thought about calling it Student Government Financial 
Aid Agency? 

a. Ferraro: seems redundant. 
4. Greenberg: Will this position be filled this semester? 



a. Lopez: After it is passed, open application will go out, and 
the whole process will take place. 

5. Rodriguez: So will this take place this semester? 
a. Lopez: Ideally yes. 

6. Hooper: Is there a budget for this agency? 
a. Butler: If it is passed, it will be included in next week's new 

business budget; however, it's not going to spend a lot of 
money. 

7. Lawler: Can we get funding from the Financial Aid Office? 
a. Lopez: It is a possibility 

8. Motion and seconded to move to Previous Question. 
9. Voice vote passes with no dissent. 

B. AR 11: In Appreciation of the Office of University Events and Relationship 
Management for their work on Gone to Texas 

1. Azemi: wrote this legislation to show appreciation for the office that 
worked so hard to put on this event. 

2. Woods: Friendly amendment on capitalization, accepted. 
3. Motion and second to move to Previous Question. 
4. Voice vote passes with no dissent. 

C. AR 12: Congratulating Dr. Sharon Mosher on becoming Dean of the 
Jackson School of Geosciences 

1. Azemi: Wants to officially recognize Dr. Masher's appointment 
2. Motion and seconded to move to Previous Question. 
3. Voice vote passes with no dissent. 
4. Gohlke: On Friday, there's an alumni meeting at which the 

legislation will be presented. 

XV. New Business 

A. Constitutional Amendment 
1. Castetter: Major change is how the ESB is restructured and goes 

about its business, involving all of those involved in the election 
process. 

a. Open application process for the entire university with no 
requirement for previous experience in any organizations. 

b. The committee will be 9 members and will select a chair. 
c. Needs to take away from the preview of Student 

Government because it covers other elections. 
2. Ferraro: Appeals Process will go directly to the appellate Court 

a. Lawler: What effect will that have on the Judiciary 
Committee? 

i. Ferraro: It was in that branch, but had no effect on 
ESB and lacked a purpose. 

b. Jones: Is the name of the Appelate Court going to change? 
i. Ferraro: No 

c. Azemi: Judicial Commission issue gives us an opportunity to 
build up and restructure this third branch of Student 
Government - take out election obligations 



i. Ferraro: It was discussed over the summer. If we can 
find a legitimate purpose for it, then it can be a 
worthwhile position. 

B. Student Government Election Code 
1. Castetter: Election Code Violations and Penalties. 

a. Trying to make the process more clear and so that everyone 
knows what's going on. 

b. Ferrero: ESB will issue position papers so that all candidates 
are aware of what the penalties will be so that it's not an 
arbitrary case-by-case process. 

c. Jones: Is the intent to order in severity A, B, C, D, 
i. Castetter: Yes 

d. Ferraro: Defined the terms campaigning and endorsing 
i. Campaigning is actively soliciting votes 
ii. Endorsement is an internal voice of support 

e. Stein: Questioning the enforcement of endorsement 
language for leaders of various student organizations 

i. Ferraro: Applies only to leaders of organizations 
under the election code 

f. Azemi: More confusion on how an organization endorses 
and any resources that they use for a candidate? 

i. Ferraro: there are many ways to check that. 
g. Motion and seconded to extend time by 10 minutes. Motion 

passes 
h. Aldous: Can a student leader include the title of their position 

in an email that is sent in support. 
i. Castetter: Only leaders who fall under the election 

process. 
1. Stein: Need to be clear on how it's interpreted and specify 

language 
2. Woods: What happens if a student starts a new organization and 

uses money to promote candidates? 
a. Ferraro: there are limits for spending that can serve as a 

check for that 
3. Miller: Confusion about partiality, as long as disclaimer is on 

email, title doesn't need to be on email? And when does who 
falls under that become defined? 

a. Ferraro: determination of officers need to use disclaimer 
will be in the bill and added in committee. 

4. Lawler: For example, President of SG, just needs to add 
disclaimer. Can that person utilize other listserves and forms of 
communication? 

a. Castetter: Yes because that's not SG 
5. Talarico: Why weren't leaders of organizations that appoint ESB 

be banned from campaigning or endorsing? 
a. That was thought through, but they deserve a right to 

take a position so long as they fall under the rules. 
6. Aikens: Can Agency Directors campaign? 

a. Yes, so long as the agency itself is not endorsing 
7. Rodriguez: What if a set or officers from a Student Organization 

all run, would it be considered at ticket? 



a. Ferraro: There's are more clarifications needed. 
B. AR 13: In Support of a More Vigorous and Transparent Election 

Process 
1. Castetter: It is essentially the items that we did not want to 

include in the election code. 
2. Want to have a centralized website that will have all of the 

information necessary. 
3. Endorsement process to work with the communications director 

and encourage more organizations to get involved. 
4. Lopez: who will cover the cost of the website? Only SG? 

a. Castetter: That is something that we are still figuring out. 
b. Ferraro: difference between constitution and code is that 

it's binding, but resolution just states that we support 
these items. 

5. Lawler: Is there anything to stop specific people to create their 
own movements and then just add a disclaimer? 

a. Ferraro: Why it can't be done well, because money is 
required and that will take out of funds of the candidate. 

6. Lawler: How can we handle emails? 
a. Ferraro: The challenge is in enforcement. That's why the 

ESB needs to focus on bigger issues. 
7. Rosen A: Question on enforcement, what mechanisms exist to 

enforce fine? 
a. Ferraro: counts against a candidate's spending limit, also 

deposit can be taken. 
8. Meyerson: Committee meeting Sunday night at 7:00 pm for all to 

come voice concerns 
9. All three items have been referred to the Internal Affairs 

Committee 
a. Castetter: Open to meeting and talking through the 

points 
10. Hooper: Motion to also send to the Student Life Committee. 
11. Motion to recess for 2 minutes 
12. Reintroduce motion on the floor. Objection. Move to debate. 
13. Yay: Hooper - This is one of the most important items that this 

assembly will undertake this semester. It needs more attention, 
Student Affairs committee seems appropriate because election 
participation is an integral part of student life. The context and 
reason for doing this is because the student body was upset by 
the last cycle of elections. 

14. Nay: Stein - agree with statements made about the importance 
of the legislation. Thinks that the best way to make this effective 
by keeping it under one committee. Handle with due diligence, 
but keep it under the same group of people. 

15. Yay: Woods - Perhaps should consider going to a committee of 
the whole before it is even sent to committee. This is something 
pertaining to the rules of SG. Suggests that whenever rules are 
put up they are taken seriously so that there are fewer 
suspensions of the rules. 



16. Nay: Ferraro: this does not need to go to two committees. We 
can take our time to talk through all of the issues and make sure 
that all of the issues are being addressed. 

17. Stanton: Does the constitution allow for a joint committee? 
18. Yay: Lawler - There have been a lot of ideas to have a broader 

debate and so unless we are willing to have a long session lets 
have it go through both committees. 

19. Nay: Ferrao: 
20. Yay: Hooper - nature of work done in a small committee is very 

beneficial and it would be helpful to have two different 
committees review it. Each committee has its own purpose and 
would examine the legislation from two different points of view. 

21. Motion and second to previous question. Motion passes. 
22. Roll call vote - motion passes 
23. Ferraro: amendment to switch order and commit first to SA and 

then to IA 
24. Motion passes 

C. AR 14: A Resolution in Support of the Speedway Project 
1. Daley: Working closely with Scott and the office of development 

to promote the Speedway project. It's a great way to educate 
students about the project. 

2. Questions: 
3. Gohlke: Aside from funding, what's the biggest challenge? 

a. Daley: fundraising is the biggest challenge 
4. Greenberg: None of the funding comes from student fees? 

a. Correct 
5. Estep: What does the timeline look like: 

a. Woody: it is dependent on funding, and then also fixing 
infrastructure under the ground. It will be done in 
sections and take approximately ten years to complete. 

D. AR 15: In Support of the Poverty Alleviating "One" Campaign 
1. Shows support from Student Government to be a part of the 

"One" campaign. The UT campus has a chapter and they need 
help in declaring the campus a "One" campus to partake in the 
challenge that has been created by the One campaign. They will 
get 20,000 points if the campus is officially a "One" campus. 
Additionally there are conferences and grants available for 
participation. 

2. Greenberg: What happens after we pass this? 
a. Want to start a precedent for sending it to relevant 

student organizations to take action. 
3. Jones: Will we get !-shirt if this passes? 
4. Will work on it 
5. How many points to the leaders have? 
6. Not sure 
7. Referred to External Affairs meeting this Sunday at 3:30 

II. Representative Reports - combined with announcements 



Ill. Announcements 

A. O'Rourke Thank the representatives for a great meeting. Many 
presidents of organizations were here tonight and left very impressed. 

B. Woods: Saturday - 5pm Capitol to City Hall Walk for Peace 
C. Stephens: Any future LLAs come find Sierra 
D. Stanton: Remind representatives about the Black Student Government 

Conference that is being hosted this spring, please let Chad know if you 
have any input 

E. Brown: Pass forms to the back. 
F. Aldous: vivianaaldous@yahoo.com Contact at Daily Texan if you have 

any information that you want to send 
G. Castetter: thank you for help on election reform . Happy to talk to 

anybody interested about the changes 
H. Rodriguez: Wants to invite everyone out to DREAM Week 

1. Monday - Dream Act Graduation 
2. Tuesday - Advocacy Day at the MIC 
3. Wednesday - Dream Action Day Rally hosted at the Union Patio 

I. Stein: Suicide Prevention Week 
1. Tomorrow Bevonomics workshop 

a. 12:00 -1 :00 in WEL3.402 
2. Thursday - Be That One Suicide Prevention Workshop 

a. 12:00 -1 :00 SSB Glenn Maloney Room 
3. Student Life Committee meeting at 6:30 on Thursday 

J. Jones: EA committee will be meeting on Sunday at 3:30 
1. Thank you to those who emailed about treadmills 
2. Remember announcement about the Air Force run 

K. Lawler: Liberal Arts Leadership Summit is being planned 
1. If interested in reforming the assembly meetings contact John 
2. Also ideas about referring passed legislation to agencies 
3. All of this information will be sent on the listserv 

L. Wang: Walk around campus to look at all of the resources our campus 
offers 

1. Harry Ransom Center has an original Frida Kahlo, go and visit 
M. Lopez: Please sign up to help with appropriations interviews 
N. N. Gohlke: President Bill Powers State of the University Address 

tomorrow at 4pm in the theatre near the East Mall 
0. Andrew Nash, SEC lots of free events coming up: 

1. Howl's Moving Castle 
a. Wed. Sept. 15th 1 O:OOpm TX Union Theatre 

2. Disney/Plxar's Up 
a. Thursday Sept. 17th 6:00 pm and 9:00pm Texas Union 

Theatre 
3. I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell 

a. Friday Sept. 1 ath, 7:00 pm Texas Union Threatre 
4. Influence of Asians in American media - Su Chin Puck 

P. Parks - Please take excellence funds applicatios and spread the word 
Q. Brown- shout out to Allyson Holley for twittering meetings 

IV. Second Roll Call - Roll call vote used 



. 

V. Adjournment 10:01 pm 


