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Agyta' for April 14, 2009 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order: Meeting commenced at 7:03 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes- April 7, 2009 - Minutes approved 

IV. Guests 

V. Open Forum 

VI. 

A Barbara Jordan statue 
1. Come to the event next week 

B. Keshav Rajagopalan - election reform task force 
1 . 3 meetings left - always open 
2. Sunday at 9pm in the SG office 
3. Please come if you have thoughts and comments 
4. Updates 

Ex-Officio Reports 

a. Elections hub website? Contact info, ESB and judicial 
commission, candidate contact info 

b. ESB: what is proposed will take a constitutional change. 
c. Nothing is complete and final yet, at this stage everything 

is just a discussion 
d. sgertf@utlists.utexas.edu 
e. Plans to give the assembly recommendations on 

legislation 
f. Questions (extended time) 
g. Lawler - will there be a weekly report? 

i. Not really but the meetings are always open 
ii. Come and take part 
iii. Keshav will come back before the end of the 

semester to update 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
B. Senate of College Councils 

a. Lauren Ratliff 
a. Updates 

1. Research week! Weeklong promotion of 
undergraduate research. Research bazzar on the 
Gregory plaza from 11 :30 to 2, from over 30 
departments talking about research 

2. Senate meets this Thursday at 7 in the Glenn Maloney 



C. Student Events Center 
D. Student Services 

VI I. Appointments 

A. Streetham Das, Out of State Student Affairs 
B. Muneezeh Kabir and Cindy Quintanilla, PSAC 

1. The two of them together bring a unique perspective to PSAC that 
have a broad reach across campus. All years, majors, and 
backgrounds. 

2. Cindy: 41
" year, MPA program, LLC co director of university 

relations, Association of Latino Professionals for public accounting 
3. Muneezeh: 3rd year, WGS major, OJs, Asian American 

Roundtable, Nazra asian American magazine, wants to make 
office hours in the GSC available for anyone to come to 

4. Questions 
a. Stein: Muneezeh, how do you want to assess the student 

experience? 
i. Does not want to just say what the problems are, but 

would like to use task forces to accomplish goals 
b. Meyerson: experience outside ethnic groups? 

i.Most of my interests are in that area, but I'm on the 
election reform task force, and am generally open 

c. Moved and 2nd to approve by acclamation 
d. Motion carries 

C. Narayan Bhargava, Faculty Council 
1. Brought sheet with ideas to meeting, impressed Liam and Shara. 

Had done a of research, and had good communication with the 
Assembly 

2. Involved in the Business School, ED for service oriented 
consulting group, involved in Nzar and Tejas club. Has done 
research on Faculty council, wants to bring the SG voice and 
understands that there needs to be communication 

3. Questions: 
a. Woodward - how can you represent undergrad and grad 

students? Will you put equal weight on grads? 
i.1'11 go up there with your voice not mine 

b. Woods - we're vocal, are you comfortable putting aside 
personal issues and advocating for issues that you might 
not agree with? 

c. Lawler - how would you handle a situation in which you and 
the assembly completely disagree 

i. This position is bigger than I am 
4. Moved and 2nd to approve by acclimation 
5. Motion carries 

D. Nathan Bunch, Union Board 
1. Leadership in SG is known, but has also developed outside of SG. 

Having someone in our own assembly in UB will be beneficial 
2. Nathan: my reasons for going up for appointment are the same for 

serving. I've had to work with the Co-op on campus fusion, and I 
want to tackle the budget problem with the union and the co-op. 



No one knows what Union Board is, but wants to hold open 
forums to assess status of the state of the union and reach out. 

3. Questions 
4. Moved and 2nd to approve by acclimation - fails 

a. Lawler - do you see problems with an SG rep serving as an 
external appointee? 

i.My appointment has nothing to do with work IN SG, 
but everything to do with involvement in other areas 
of campus 

ii. No conflict 
5. Move and 2nd to approve by acclamation 
6. Motion carries 

E. Yong Eoh, City Relations 
1. Served as an LLA, has a great application and initiative 
2. Yong: 1•1 year BHP, worked under Keshav, in charge of promo 

item ordering for new office. 
3. Questions 

a. Scott Parks - what will you do outside of your proposed 
event 

i. Working on forums to have student voice heard so we 
know what students think of city issues 

b. Bunch - how can we incorporate the areas further away 
from campus? 

i. Large part of the agency is outreach and 
communication, and hit other orgs 

c. Jones - what does city relations do with capmetro? 
i. Transportation agency 

d. Hooper - most important issue to city? 
i. Communication that each body holds of each other 

accountable 
e. Talarico 

i. What experience with city council? 
ii. I want to just dive in, meet people, get started 

4. Move and 2nd to approve by acclimation 
5. Motion carries 

F. Sophie Foreman, International Opportunities 
1. Had a great study abroad experience, and wants to work to make 

it better for al students 
2. Sophie: 3rd year physics major, went to Australia, loved it, and 

wants to help students plan ahead so they can make study abroad 
happen 

3. Questions 
a. Estep - American image abroad it not great, what can you 

do to help students abroad? 
i. Part of pre departure process is for them to tell you 

not to talk about the American image, but wants to 
change that relationship and make the advisers' 
relationship better 

4. Lopez - remobilizing students who have formerly studied abroad? 
a. Didn't have any relationships after coming back, but that 

after-trip needs to be improved 



5. Jones - heard the study abroad office is useless? Thoughts? 
a. Pre-departrue is hardest, stressful situation, wants to go to 

study abroad office to make sure everyone is up to date 
6. Move and 2nd to extent time - objection to move 
7. Moved to 2nd to approve by acclamation 
8. Motion carries 

G. Christopher Connolly, Longhorn Student EMS 
1. Transparent org, really fantastic agency 
2. Chris: 3rd year biology major. Its hard to get EMS funding, will be 

working standby with the UT EMS this next year 
3. Questions: 

a. Woods - tell us about LS EMS 
i. Been an org for 4 years, they want to be 1st response 

for students, has own training program. 
b. Bunch - how do you plan to better publicize? 
c. Yue - explain funding? 

i. SG gives money, trying to look for alternative sources. 
Need equipment, vehicles, and maintenance. For 
now they are standby with UT EMS for the next 
year 

d. Moved and 2nd - carries 
H. Kieran DiEmidio, Alumni Relations 

1. We'll having our first SG alumni event, that she is planning 
2. Kieran: loves working with alums, works for Texas Exes, helps her 

get in contact with these people 
3. Event Saturday: 7-9pm at Parkside, 5th and San Jacinto 
4. Questions 

a. Azemi - she's hard working, contacted tons of people and 
has done great things 

5. Move and 2nd to approve by acclamation 
6. Motion carries 

I. Katie Wanamaker and Dhruv Singh, QSA 
1. They have done great things this year, work really well with 

campus 
2. QSA has a huge budget, needs continuity 
3. Katie: started as PR intern, has had a lot to do with the face of 

QSA, and gets regular interface with the students she will be 
working with 

4. Dhruv: used to do graphics, the more logistical person, event 
planning. The community needs consistency because other ergs 
have left campus 

5. Questions? 
a. Woods - Queer graduate involvement? 

i. Have had some board members who were graduates, 
they want to bring in grad students, and work with 
Outlaw at the law school to get in touch with grads 

6. Move and 2nd to approve by acclamation 

VI II. Deputy Adviser Report 

A Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 



1. Aware of Barbara Jordan statue, noon to 1 :30 on Monday, 
creating posters to contribute to the week 

2. Thank you to all the administrators that come 

IX. Executive Reports 

A. President: Liam O'Rourke- liam.orourke@gmail.com 
1. UT Window and Door Policy 
2. A lot of appointments will be made in the next two weeks, so be 

prepared and patient 
3. Only have 2 more meetings, then we have to go into summer to 

work 
4. Window Policy 

a. Liam has a lot of info on the topic 
b. There is a residence hall with a confederate flag in the window 
c. It is on the University's buildings 
d. We need to decide where we stand on it 
e. As long as it does not put someone in immediate danger, it is 

fair game 
f. Hooper - who was on the committee? 

i. Faculty, staff, students 
ii. Most people testified for an open policy 
iii. RAs are the only ones that didn't 

g. O'Dell - meeting? 
i. Liam is going to have an open meeting to talk about 

the issue on Friday 
h. Rosen, Adam - where can we find out what the committee has 

said? 
i. There is not a location right now, but Liam can share 

info with you 

B. Vice President: Shara Ma - shara.ma@austin.utexas.edu 

c. Executive Board 
1. Next Tuesday Student Government to honor Barbara Jordan and 

the Barbara Jordan Statue Project 
a. Reception from 6:00 - 7:00 with refreshments and speaker 
b. Assembly will vote on a resolution honoring Barbara 

Jordan and the Barbara Jordan Statue Project at the start 
of the mtg. 

c. Direct questions to Executive Director Natalie Butler -
natalie.e.butler@gmail.com 

2. Students Hooked on Texas "Week of Giving" 
a. Students Hooked on Texas is an agency of Student 

Government that focuses on the education of student 
philanthropy and fundraising for UT 

X. New Communications Strategy 
A. Direct questions to Communications Director Danielle Brown -

danielle.e.brown@gmail.com 
1. Making PowerPoints to take to college council meetings 



XI. Committee Reports 

A. Rules 
B. Finance 
C. Internal Affairs 
D. Outreach 

1. Wants to meet everyone 
B. Fundraising 
c. Legislative Policy 

1. Hobson: Meeting Sunday at 8 for New business 

XII. Unfinished Business 

A. AB1: 2009 - 2010 Assembly Rules 
1. Questions: 

a. Woodward: rotating grad reps? 
i. Means they don't all have to go to GSA meetings 

b. Lawler: what if we can't all come to council meetings? 
i. Just one person 

2. Debate: 
3. Moved and 2nd to approve by acclamation 
4. Motion carries 

B. AR1: In Opposition to a Voter Photo ID Law 
1. It came out of LPS 2 pages shorter, because length was an issue 
2. Laws like the one in the leg have caused problems in states where 

they've been passed 
3. Questions 

a. Woods - what's your goal? 
i. Empower us to go testify against the bill at the Leg, 

bad for students 
b. Daly - Section 2, does the bill reference student ids, and 

what about private schools? 

4. Debate: 

i. Would not cover private school ids, because it is 
not a state agency 

ii. Comment: section 4 talks about partisan political 
nature of bill, do we really want to focus on partisan 
politics 

a. Talarico, yay: did not want to shy away from controversial 
issues, and wanted the assembly to see it right away 

b. Lewis, nay: Called Indiana sec. of state, whose bill was 
upheld by the supreme court. 

i. Their voter turnout went up in all kinds of election 
cycles 

ii. You have to have some form of id no matter what, 
it's like a credit card 

c. Talarico: yay: even if the turnout is high, this can still stop 
people from voting 

d. Lewis, nay: you don't get turned away, you just have to 
sign an affidavit, and will vote provisionally 



e. Bunch, yay: poll proctors didn't know the rules. Information 
like this will not be properly disseminated on this rule and 
discourage people from voting 

f. Question from Estep: what are the rules for provisional 
ballots? 

i. They are often thrown away, and that is where 
most clerical errors happen 

g. But are they required to be counted? 
i. Yes but there are problems 

h. Meyerson!, nay: applicability to the student body. We need 
to remember what our battles are and not thrown issue 
after issue at the student body 

i. Woods, nay: thinks its important, but shares concerns with 
Rachel. Does not think it's ready in its current state. 

J. Ferraro, yay: it's not going to cheapen our stance on other 
issues 

k. Bunch, yay: we should always put up a voice for student 
issues, and this is a time for us to be strong 100% of the 
time 

I. Lewis, nay: the fee is waived for IDs when you say it is for 
voting. Also, not having a photo ID is against the law 

m. Meyerson, nay: we need to remember what is attainable to 
students, and students are required to have IDs 

n. Motion to commit to Student Affairs Commitee, 2"d, to 
make it shorter and more directed. 

o. Objections 
p. Debate on the motion to recommit, moved and 2nd to limit 

to 2 pros and 2 cons 
q. Woods, yay: has been to the capitol recently, and we need 

to frame issues more briefly and make sure it affects 
students. 

r. Lawler, nay: picking our battles? If we want to make sure 
this is heard at the capitol we have to pass it now. Also, a 
lot was cut out. Urges everyone to pass it tonight 

s. Hooper: Pl where is it in the texas leg? 
i. Its been passed in senate and referred to 

committee in house. 
t. Ferraro, yay: does not have problem sending it to 

committee. Wants more room to deliberate 
u. Hooper, nay: considering how imminent the issue is, we 

should think logistically and pass it now 
v. Vote to recommit fails 
w. Motion to limit debate to 10 minutes, objection, 5 minutes 
x. Rosen, Adam: concerned about section 6, wants to cut out 

"poll tax" issue. 
y. Friendly amedment accepted by Talarico 
z. Lewis: friendly amendment section 2, include adding "two 

forms of non-photo idea". 
aa. Friendly amendment accepted by author 



XIII. New Business 

bb. Talarico: put it in context: when we go up to the capitol, 
they will listen to what we are saying. The bill in the house 
will cause confusion and it is about partisan infighting 

cc. Woods: friendly amendment to take out delivery to the 
legislature, send to others with a note that it s not in it's 
final form. 

dd. Moved and 2nd to discuss the amendment 
ee. Amendment accepted by author 
ff. Woods, motion and 2nd to close debate, carries 
gg. Roll call vote: passes 32-3-3 

A. AR2: In Support of a Rally and Walk-out against Guns on Texas College 
Campuses 

1. Woods: reaffirm AR?, and in support of the rally and walk out 
2. Resolution is about following through on something SG has 

already committed to 
3. Stein: public school administrators cannot speak out against 

legislation, so the burden falls on students 
4. Lewis: what is the point of SG putting its support behind an 

action? 
a. Woods: Administrators can't speak on it, so we need to 

reaffirm our action on this issue because students need to 
support this 

5. Nathan: it is about supporting the intent of the event, and it is time 
sensitive 

6. Wong: are you calling on students to walk out, sanctioning 
disruption? 

a. Woods: many faculty are in support of this, and are 
encouraging the idea 

7. Bunch: we are not obligating anyone to do anything, we are just 
supporting the idea 

8. Move and 2nd to extend questions by 2 minutes 
9. Ferraro: is the legislation more for communication purposes? 

a. Partly 
10. Azemi, moved and 2nd to fast track 
11. Motion carries 
12. Moved to UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
13. Move and 2nd to limit debate to 10 minutes 
14. Stein: stress how overwhelming the statewide opposition to this 

bill is. The rally on Thursday is of critical importance 
15. Greenberg: move and 2nd to put to previous question 
16. Rosen, move to division of chamber 
17. Motion to previous question fails 
18. Rosen, Tyler, to add language. Moved and 2nd 
19. Amendment denied 
20. Unfriendly amendment, Jones objects to amendment, moves into 

debate on amendment 
21. Moves to limited debate to 2 minutes, passed 
22. Moves to limited voices to 1 per side, fails 



23. Rosen, T: we should advocate all possibilities in the email, not just 
the one that SG is behind. Share with everything students could 
be behind 

24. Stein: SG has spoken on this issue, it is not SG's duty to promote 
events 

25. Moved and 2nd to extend debate, objections, fails 
26. Move to previous question on the amendment 
27. Amendment fails 
28. Move for division, 2nd. amendment fails again 
29. Ferraro: move to previous question 
30. Motion carries 
31. AR2 passes 

B. AR3: In Support of Tuition Relief and Flexibility 
1. Moved and 2nd to move AR3 ahead of appointments 
2. Keshav has dinner to go to at 8 
3. Senate Higher Ed is meeting tomorrow, house higher ed tomorrow 

afternoon. May 14th is the deadline for bills to cross chambers. 
4. Domestic partner benefits was heard today, and graduate health 

insurance will be soon. 
5. Resolution is introducing compromise between rereg and dereg 

a. Marries the concept of state funding and tuition/fee rates 
b. Caps any increases in fees and tution by 5%, if state 

funding goes up 2%, tuition can only go up 3%. 
c. Not even percentage, it is based on dollar amounts 
d. Shared responsibility between state and families to fund 

higher education 
e. Still a flexible resolution, because it recognizes that 

institutions are different 
6. Questions 

a. Azemi - like idea, wording questions, first whereas 
i. State lawmakers were not wanting, changes 
ii. How does it address the idea of inflation? 

1. Legislative Budget Board will be the body 
that provides the inflationary index 

b. Hobson - moved and 2nd to extend time 
c. Bunch 

i. If state decreased funding, can tuition increase 
above 5%? 

ii. No, Keshav is still working on it with Rep. Zaffirini. 
Right now so much is funded based on increased 
enrollment 

d. Lawler - clarify 5% 
i. Zaffirini has 5%, Rose has 6% in the house. Does 

not cite percentage in legislation, but the intent of 
the bill is to get behind the idea of marrying the two 

e. Woods - 4th resolved, worried about wording making it 
sound like we're prohibiting state from increasing funding 

i. Total core academic budget for UT Austin 
f. Azemi - 3rd whereas, include total cost of education, rather 

than tuition statistic 
7. Legislation Referred to LPC 



C. AR4: In Support of the DREAM Act 
1. Allows undocumented immigrants to go to school/military, work 

towards legalizing themselves 
2. Texas, in 2001, led the way in saying that undocumented 

immigrants could pay resident tuition 
3. Has bipartisan support 
4. Questions 

a. Azemi: some statements are opinion, 7th whereas, 11th 
whereas, and last whereas. Not based on any facts? 

i. Will clean up 
b. Azemi: how does this benefit our constituents? Students 

now? 
i. We don't know how many undocumented students 

are here at UT, we want to show support for those 
students 

c. Hobson, moves to extend questions to 5 mins, 2nd 

d. Rosen, A: is good moral character what the bill uses? 
i. Means they don't have a criminal record, in the bill 

e. Rosen, T: Will student pay in or out of state tuition? 
i. Depends on the state 

f. Bunch: clarification on DREAM meaning 
i. Defined in resolution 

g. Greenberg: prove residency to attend college? 
i. In order to be resident for tuition purposes, they 

have to graduate from a Texas HS, sign affidavit, 
h. Azemi: don't know how many undocumented? Why? 

i. Problematic in any immigration legislation 
1. Greenberg: does this encourage illegal immigration? 

i. Stated in the bill that they have to have been in the 
country for some time, have to have lived here for 
some time, and graduated, and immigration is a 
separate issue. Those already here should be able 
to go to college 

J. Lawler: is this creating a new right for immigrants? What 
rights already exist for them? 

i. Education cannot be denied to immigrants, this is 
extending that right 

ii. Also have right to emergency medical care 
k. Motion to extend by 2 minutes: carries 
I. Rosen, A: create path for citizenship? 

i. Yes, 11 year process. Must go to college for 2 
years or enlist, then conditional residency. 

5. Legislation Referred to LPG 
D. AR5: In Support of a Voting Student Regent 

1. Yue: change status 
a. No just add vote to one we already have 

2. Talarico: why not more than one? 
a. Goal for now is 1 

3. Lawler: why not reference specific legislation? 
a. Because it can change and we don't want to politicize 

4. Greenberg: can we have a student compare to regents? 



a. We can add stipulation about a year as regent-designate 
5. Move to extend questions by 2 minutes, 2"d, failed by division 
6. Yue: last whereas sounds like opinion 

a. Representing includes report 
7. Move to extend, 2"d, passes 
8. O'Dell: can you add part about regent designate? If so, would it 

be staggered 
a. Yes 

9. Talarico: should we leave room for more than one student regent? 
Either make the language more vague, or include provision to 
have more than one 

a. We will consider 
10. Legislation referred to LPC 

XIV. Agency Director Reports 

XV. Representative Reports 

XVI. Announcements 

XVII. Second Roll Call 

XVIII. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 10:34pm 
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AB1: 2<f09-2010 Asmnbl'l Rul~s 

Summary of Changes to the Internal Rules 

Agenda: 

Consolidate Executive Board Reports to only what is necessary, rather than all members making 

a mandatory report every week. 

Moved College Council Reports earlier to encourage attendance of Council members. 

Limited time for announcements. 

Committees: 

Combine Rules and Internal Affairs into one committee, Internal Affairs, that will hear legislation 

pertaining to the governing documents of Student Government, and oversee the absence policy. 

Combine Finance and Fundraising into one committee, Finance, that will deal with all monetary 

workings of Student Government. 

Rename Outreach to External Affairs to better reflect the duties of the committee. 

Introduce Student Affairs, Academic Affairs, and redefine Legislative Policy committee in order 

to promote active writing of legislation and energetic policy-based committees. 

Absences: 

Representatives must go before the IA Committee to explain themselves after 3 absences. After 

5, the IA Committee will make a recommendation. At this time, the Assembly can choose the 

appropriate action (Impeachment, forgiveness, etc.). For Agency Directors, the policy is the 

same except 2 and then 4 absences. 

Graduate Representatives will rotate attendance to the Graduate Student Assembly Meetings. 

New Member Retreat/Diversity Symposium: 

The mandatory Diversity Symposium is now required to be a part of New Member Retreat. 

S.U.R.E Walk Agency 

This is now a stand-along agency with its own director. 

Committee Chairs 

Executive Board members are no longer the Chairs of committees. They are ex officio members, 

and Representatives chosen by the Vice President are Chairs. 


