
Minutes for February 10, 2009 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order - Meeting commenced at 8:06pm 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes- February 3, 2009 

IV. Open Forum 

A. College Republicans of Texas 
1. Red Hot Date Auction next Wednesday 

a. Texas Hillel 
b. Free Food and Drinks 
c. Red Hot Date Auction facebook event 

V. Executive Reports 

A. President: Keshav Rajagopalan - keshavr@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Legislative Update 
2. Senate Finance 
3. City Relations 
4. Campus Printing 
5. UT SAC 
6. Textbook Update 

B. Vice President: Frankie Shulkin - fshulkin@austin.utexas.edu 

c. Executive Director: Liam O'Rourke - liam.orourke@mail.utexas.edu 
1. Agency Websites Update 
2. Agency Event Calendar 

D. Communications Director: Chelsea Fosse - chelseafosse@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Thank you to everyone who tabled last week! You all were amazing and di such 

a great job getting the word out! We had many new faces at the last lection info 
sessions. Wooooooo! 

2. Tabling at Act Local Think Global! - If you are available and willing to table on 
Wednesday, February 111h from 8-9p,m in the Union Ballroom, please email me! 

3. MOCA on Wednesday, February 18 hat ?pm in the SG Office. 

E. Internal Financial Director: Priti Joshi - priti.y.joshi@gmail.com 
1. CGI U - Get excited - CGI U is this weekend!! Thank you to all those who are 

attending and/or volunteering. Please remember: the volunteer training session 
begins at 6pm in the Legends Room at the Alumni Center. 

2. Appropriations - Applications are due Wendesday, February 11, 2009 at 4pm in 
the SG office. 

3. Rally Committee - Rally Committee is a great opportunity for student 
organizations to cross-promote their organizations and UT Athletics. Rally 
Committee meets bi-weekly on Tuesdays at 5: 15pm and almost always has 
FREE FOOD! :) If anyone is interested in serving on this committee please email 
me as soon as possible! 



( ) 

F. External Financial Director: Taylor Ellison - taylorkellison@gmail.com 

G. Administrative Director: Minator Azemi - mazemi@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Senate Broomball - March 8; 5pm or 9pm? 
2. Meal to Seal the Deal - Austin's Pizza following the meeting 

VI. Unfinished Business 

A. AR 11 - In Support of Increased Funding from the Texas State Legislature\ 
1. The resolution is in favor of increased funding from the legislature 
2. The legislature used to subsidize more higher education than it does now 
3. We are not getting into the dereg/rereg issue with the resolution 
4. We feel like the funding is the main core issue 
5. Motion to approve by acclamation 
6. Motion not recognized 
7. Guest: In terms of funding, are you asking for more generally or to go to specific 

things? 
a. We just need more money to increase the budget of the academic core 

8. Motion to approve by acclamation 
9. Motion seconded 
10. Motion carries 

B. AR 12 - In Support of Tuition Relief 
1. Friend amendment to second Whereas under accessibility of higher education; 

number should be changed from 40% to 30% 
2. This asks for more funding , as well as abolishing deregulation 
3. Cotton - What is the legislature's incentive to increase our funding if our tuition is 

reregulated? 
a. The dirt is in their hands 
b. This is a public institution that is in their hands 
c. There is no blame game 
d. It takes students off the bargaining table 
e. If the legislature wants to increase tuition, they are accountable 

4. Finkelshteyn - If it's reregulated, it goes into the hands of the legislature. How 
do they know what each school needs? 

a. Students get to plead their case directly to the legislature 
b. There is a current bill that proposes that an increase in fees would have 

to be approved by the student body 
c. Point of information - SB 105 doesn't call for reregulation 

i. Yes it is 
5. Del Sol - point of information is used to ask for information, not to give 

information 
6. McMillin - Is your position that if tuition setting is put in the hands of the 

legislature, do you hope the process is less political? 
a. We just want it to be more democratic 
b. The Student Regent doesn't have a vote 
c. We can remove unaccountable legislators 

7. George - If in five years, we are not being funded, do you want it to be re
deregulated? 

a. We want it to be democratic, and we want to take a risk now 
8. Alumni Relations - Is it tuition across the board, or simply in-state? 

a. It would have an effect on out of state tuition, but not as a significant 
effect 

9. Guest - The Board of Regents, are they elected by the students? 
a. No, they are appointed by the governor? 
b. So, what say do students have in setting tuiton? 

i. They have a minority voting bloc in TPAC? 



10. Parks - Does your bill address the total cost of education? I feel that the 
University would just increase fees to make up for the lack of funds. 

a. This is an issue that is not addressed. 
b. But the purpose is to have a democratic, truly accountable process 

11. Waley - you discuss the fees in senates resolution. Is it addressed in this 
resolution 

a. We didn't take a stance on the bill because we didn't want to tie 
ourselves down to one bill 

12. Johnson - Your reference by Sen. Shapiro is great. But, has she gone back in 
her decision about dereg? 

a. I don't want to opinionate for her. 
b. Point of information: She has advocated for a tuition lock 

13. Point of clarification - does it say reregulation, or just a regulation? 
a. It only says regulation 

14. Membership Coordination - Did you address anything about student fees, 
because those do increase if tuition is frozen and we don't have enough funding? 

a. No 
C. Debate 

1. Yay 

2. Nay 

3. Yay 

4. Nay 

5. Yay 

a. Trotter 
i. There are three fundamental points to this 
ii. This needs to be a democratic process 
iii. This is a public institution 
iv. The tax dollars we pay need to be held accountable 
v. We believe for a sound, sustainable solution for UT, we need 

tuition reregulation 
vi. We are calling on SG to support works that will allow SG to work 

for tuition reregulation 

a. Stanton 
i. As far as I'm concerned, the Legislature is a Republican run 

institution 

a. Guest 

1. I don't see how putting tuition in the hands of Social and 
Fiscal conservatives would increase our tuition 

2. We need to be realistic 
3. If you want to be a low tax, high service state, why would 

you spend dollars for a university that many constituents 
would never see? 

i. What is important to me, is that if tuition is increasing, students 
don't have a say at all. 

ii. Sure, there is TPAC, but even if all four students weren't against 
student increasing, the faculty could still trump us. 

iii. Students need a say in tuition 

a. Gloyna 
i. We do have representation now, with students on TPAC 
ii. How often do you think you can get professors and staff to 

agree? 
iii. Students have historically been a low voting block, so legislators 

have ignored us 
iv. There are a lot more people who are not affiliate with the 

University, so who are they trying to please? 
v. Legislators with universities listen to us, others don't 
vi. Politics are done with mass email these days 
vii. Regulate tuition now, make people happy now 
viii. Decrease budget later, make people angry later 



a. Guest 
i. Advising isn't the same as direct representation 
ii. Democracy isn't something that can be pushed aside 
iii. It is easy to bump politicians, but we trust them with many things 

1. Tuition isn't much more difficult 
iv. Don't stress yourself over fees 

1. There are bright minds that can fix these issues 
v. Something needs to be done on behalf of the government 

6. Nay 
a. Guest 

i. When I came to UT, I believed that I would be getting an 
excellent education here 

ii. AR 12 threatens that 
iii. I realize that it is politically pleasing to say Tuition Relief Now 

1. No one wants to increase it 
iv. We would be starving the university of its resources by cutting 

funds 
v. I believe that if we want to see UT become one of the best 

colleges in the nation, we need to increase funding 
vi. We are not about mediocrity 

7. Yay 
a. Trotter 

i. Mediocrity is nothing but a scare tactic 
ii. The idea of funding first, tuition second is a great political 

argument built on sand 
iii. We need to go down to the Capitol and scream for more funding 
iv. We don't want our first-class university to be an elitist one 
v. If tuition is out of reach, no matter where we rank, the degree 

lessens in value to me 
vi. Everyone that is qualified to come here should be able to without 

putting a burden on their families 
vii. We need to go back to the legislature to put the burden in their 

hands 
8. Nay 

a. Rajagopalan 
i. I have been forward with my stance 
ii. We do need tuition relief 
iii. People here have diminished the credibility of TPAC 
iv. Representative Rodriguez serves on TPAC 
v. UT has hired someone that is an affordability specialist 
vi. In the 80's when tuition was reregulated, the legislature funded 

us at the same rate as they do now 
vii. UT gets robbed year after year 
viii. A&M does better because they have more students down at the 

Capitol 
9. Yay 

a. Guest 
i. This seems like a wind break solution to me 
ii. I feel like some are taking this as a win lose situation 
iii. Please look at some of the powerpoint slides 
iv. Look at what has happened to tuition since deregulation 
v. I want the legislature to have a voice, and us going down their as 

well 
vi. Accountability is important 
vii. The reason why democracy works is because of this 

accountability 
viii. This resolution can only encourage tuition relief, not hurt it 

10. Nay 
a. Andrew Solomon, former Student Body President 



11. Yay 

12. Nay 

13. Yay 

14. Nay 

15. Yay 

i. I served on TPAC last year 
ii. Everyone here cares about tuition 
iii. Every year, Board of Regents has approved TPAC's 

recommendation except for last year 
iv. In 2005, I saw at 1.8% increase in funding 
v. When you have a legislator that has returned funds to UT, I don't 

want to reward the same people that have caused tuition prices 
to increase 

a. Guest 
i. I am bothered by the conclusions being reached 
ii. I agree with What Starts Here Changes the World 
iii. Yet, all I hear over there is What starts in the World changes 

Here 
iv. It doesn't sound like us asking for change by hoping the 

legislature increases funding 
v. If we truly believe, we need to go down there and set the terms 

for tuition 
vi. There is some sort of checks and balances system with the 

legislature 
vii. I don't recall for voting on who serves on TPAC 
viii. If we hold the legislature accountable, we can influence change 

that way 
b. Point of information - members of TPAC are voted on 

i. You elect the student body president who appoints a member to 
that 

a. Stanton 
i. Point of Information -181 members of the legislature 
ii. It is easier to hold 9 members accountable than 181 
iii. We can keep it here locally and ask for more student 

representation through those local forms 

a. Bunch 
i. It took 30 years to get a student on the Board of Regents 
ii. I have never seen this many students at an SG meeting 
iii. We are elected here to represent students, so represent them 
iv. I see more students here supporting AR 12 than there are on the 

other 

a. Membership Coordination 
i. A part of the student fee issue 
ii. The University will start to increase our fees in tuition is frozen 
iii. Chad hit the nail on the head 
iv. The reason why I don't want to give power to the legislature is 

that they don't meet very often, and already have a lot on their 
plate 

v. We should keep it on that on a local level 
vi. Why don't we get students to get a voting Student Regent 
vii. I went to all three TPAC forums last year, and I saw people 

calling for the tar and feathering our those leaders 
viii. We can make more change if we keep it on a local level 

a. Guest 
i. The point just made is null and void 
ii. They are saying that either way, we are going to get hit 
iii. That does not make sense 
iv. Give up our power to a board or to elected officials 
v. We don't have a say over the Board of Regents 



vi. We have more say so over who is hurting us and how they are 
hurting us 

16. Nay 

17. Yay 

18. Nay 

19. Yay 

20. Nay 

a. Student Forum 
i. We are all striving academic excellence 
ii. You don't gain control by putting the power in the hands of the 

legislator 
iii. You have one vote if your legislator is with you 
iv. I don't know of any students in the legislator either 
v. More control on the Board of Regents is what we should be 

striving for 
vi. I work at the Capitol, and those legislators care about more 

things than just tuition 
vii. We should focus on our school 
viii. We go here and know what we want to see here 
ix. Let's focus on controlling on what goes here 
x. Maybe we can change the system 

a. Maldonado 
i. No one is saying that the Board of Regents is heartless 
ii. Look at the slides 
iii. The financial burden hurts everyone 
iv. Right now, we are talking about UT· 
v. Every school in Texas needs more funding 
vi. The legislator has a responsibility to everyone with voting power 

a. Gloyna 

a. 

i. Every single person on the Board of Regents knows we are 
discussing AR 12 right now 

ii. One of them even came down here to talk to us 
iii. Who is paying more attention to UT students? 

Guest 
i. 
ii. 
iii. 
iv. 

v. 
vi. 
vii. 

1. It's the people that are close to us, The Board of 
Regents, the Administration, and the Students 

I am glad to see that we are no longer arguing deregulation 
We are proposing for more funding 
UT can mobilize to increase funding 
We are wanting a blue university in a red state, and that is not 
going to happen 
More of the same isn't going to cut it anymore 
We cannot hear no evil see no evil 
Time for change, nor more of the same 

a. Guest 
i. 
ii. 
iii. 
iv. 
v. 
vi. 

Thank you Representative Trotter for your work for students 
I receive a lot of financial aid 
That will effect me monetarily, but not in terms of value 
UT should be available to everyone 
Tuition reregulation is not the reason 
If you want to see the true student opinion, you can't simply see 
the students in this room, speaking from a political science stand 
point 

vii. President Obama wants to stimulate 
21. Motion to previous questions 
22. Motion seconded 
23. Motion carries 
24. Closing arguments 

a. Nay 



VII. Second Roll Call 

b. Yay 

i. Tuition Relief Now is the cause 
ii. You can hold me accountable and Melessa Rodriguez 
iii. You have direct access to students 
iv. How much direct access do you have to legislators? 
v. We haven't had a budget increase in decades 
vi. Let's hold them accountable on the basis on funding and 

financial aid 
vii. Why have none of these bills asked how much they should fund 

higher education? 
viii. We will hold those elected members accountable by going down 

the Capitol ourself 

i. Thanks to everyone for being here 
ii. I am honored to go toe to toe with Andrew and Keshav on this 

stage 
iii. I agree that funding is the issue 
iv. But to increase funding, we must hold people accountable 
v. We are here to represent student interests 
vi. The Board of Regents don't represent Texas or students at UT 
vii. I beg you to consider voting for AR 12 

c. Roll Call Vote 
d. Motion fails 

VIII. Adjournment - adjournment at 9:23pm 


