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Minutes for December 2, 2008 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

Call Meeting to Order - Meeting commenced at 7:05pm 

First Roll Call 

Approval of Minutes- November 18, 2008 

Guests 

A Student Judicial Services 
1. Two school years ago, there were over 2000 referrals 

a. 70% were not academic related 
2. Freshman and seniors are mostly involved 
3. Almost 75% of the cases involves males 
4. We see a lot of plagiarism cases 
5. If you are in a situation in which you are being accused of something, our 

office is here for some reason 
6 . Students have the right be to heard and appeal because we are a state 

institution 
7. Our biggest referrals are to the CMHC 
8. A good number of cases involving alcohol take place at football games 
9 . You can come directly to us as opposed to the police first 
10. Question: Do you have a two-strike policy? 

a. There is no two-strike policy 
b. If there is a second referral for scholastic dishonesty, it is 

common to suspend the student, but it is not standard 
c. Punishment depends on different cases 

11. There are brochures in the back 

Open Forum 

A Zac Kinniard 
1. I want to pass a resolution 
2. Texas Student Media owns there own printing press 
3. There is a motion to sell it, but this resolution is against that 
4. It is a good resource for students here at UT 
5. One of there arguments is that because of online media, that has more 

readership than the print version 
6. I don't believe that is true 
7. Print version is more accessible to students 
8. The only other option they proposed was outsourcing it to the 

Statesman, but that would lead to higher costs and more student fees 
B. CEC 

1. We are proposing a policy for Green Building 
2. We want all buildings to be minimum LEED Silver 
3. It helps UT make a statement about sustainability 

C. UT Libraries 



1. We will be having extended hours this Friday until the end of exams 
a. PCL will be open continuously 

2. Life Sciences and Engineering Libraries will have coffee and cookies for 
exams 

3. We have published our spring libraries class 

VI. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
B. Senate of College Councils 
C. Student Events Center 
D. Student Services 

VII. Appointments 

A. Katie Wanamaker, QSA Co-director 
1. Government Sophomore 
2. I am currently the PR director for QSA 
3. I was an intern under Eli Oldham 
4. There are a lot of Queer organ·1zations on campus that even QSA is 

aware of 
5. QSA is working to reign in all of those resources and make more 

comprehensive goals and plans 
6. Our first even is the queer leadership summer 

a. It will be a good way for Queer leaders to network on campus 
7. There are a lot of goals of the QSA 

a. I have a more structural mind and my goals will focus on the little 
things that I know QSA can accomplish 

8. Question: Are the other organizations being receptive? 
a. Absolutely. We have a lot more visibility and resources and we 

want to share these with other Queer organizations 
9. Motion to approved by acclamation 
10. Motion seconded 
11. Motion approved 

B. Jackie Mintz, External Appointments Agency Director 
1. Sophomore Government and Rhetoric major 
2. I want to give these external committees a hub so that SG can know 

what they are doing and they can get in touch with me 
3. Motion to approve by acclamation 
4. Motion seconded 
5. Motion approved 

VIII. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

IX. Executive Reports 

A. President: Keshav Rajagopalan - keshavr@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Textbook Update 

a. We have been discussing this a lot 
b. We have compiled email addresses for a lot of faculty 

i. We are going to begin sending them a short newsletter 
from me to let them know what we are working on 

ii. I'm going to try that for the first time in a few weeks 



2. Legislative Issues 
a. Session is starting on January 13'" 
b. We are planning a student legislative summit 

i. This will focus on issues we agree on 
ii. If anyone is interested in planning this, let me know 

3. UT SAC 
a. UT System Student Advisory Council 

i. We are thinking of issues to bring up to the Board of 
Regents 

ii. The two UT reps chair two of the four committees 
iii. We will send out our recommendations to the BoR at the 

end of the year in hopes of getting them to the legislator 
4. Window Policy Review Committee 

a. In October, we had issues with political signs in windows 
b. This is the committee to look over that policy 
c. We will be holding a forum 

5. PSAC 
a. Last meeting is next week 

6. Printing 
a. We want to outsource printing 
b. We have LLA's looking into this 
c. If you have ideas or want to get involved in this, please let me 

know 
7. Legislation 

a. When there is legislation, you need to go out and speak with 
your constituents 

b. Do not simply vote on your own merit 
8. North End zone will be open until midnight on the two dead daysl 
9. Happy Holidays and good luck on exams! 

B. Vice President: Frankie Shulkin - fshulkin@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Campus Lighting 

a. Second Meeting, Tuesday December 9, 6:00, Student 
Government Office 

b. If you cannot make it due to finals, please email suggestions on 
places we can improve. We are working to submit a documented 
survey of specific areas that need work 

2. Student Services Budget Committee update 
a. We have made decisions on funding 
b. Look out for the report 

3. College Leadership 
a. Help us keep up the database 

i. It would be nice to sit down with the new leadership 
b. Email us new Council leadership or other influential 

organizations in your college 
4. Representatives 

a. Legacies 
b. Recruiting candidates 

C. Executive Director: Liam O'Rourke - liam.orourke@mail.utexas.edu 
1. Attendance Updates 

a. My LLA will be sending out emails next week about attendance 
b. You can work 3 hours in the Jester office to make up one 

absence 
2. Agency Director of the Month 

a. FLO! 



D. Communications Director: Chelsea Fosse - chelseafosse@austin.utexas.edu 
1. MOCA 

a. Wednesday at Bpm in the SG Office 
b. Thank you for all your hard work this semester! 
c. MOCAn of the week - SARAH HOY! 

2. Things to look forward to for next semester ... 
a. New and improved SG website! 
b. SG Ally Training - 2"' Edition 
c. SG Goes Green 
d. SG Elections (and related activities) 
e. SG Organization Meet-n-Greets 
f. SG Forums and Legislative Session 
g. SG Newsletter Challenge 
h. SG Helps Center for Students in Recovery (CSR) 

3. Becky and Veronica are putting together a memory book for Annie 
Elderbroom 

a. If you have anything, please send that info to Becky 
4. We provided support for !LASSA 

a. She sent a thank you note and wanted me to share it to 
everyone 

5. We are participating in International Student Orientation on January 9 
from 12:30pm to 2:30pm 

a. If you can help, let me know 
6. If you have any ideas for the Athletics Rally Committee, let me know 
7. I hope you all have a magnificent holiday season with your friends and 

family! 

E. Internal Financial Director: Priti Joshi - priti.y.joshi@gmail.com 
1. CGI U 

a. I encourage everyone to attend 
b. I have packets at the front that will help you fill out the application 

2. Appropriations Spending Deadline 
a. Decembers'" 

3. Happy Holidays and good luck with exams! 

F. External Financial Director: Taylor Ellison - taylorkellison@gmail.com 
1. Camp Fair 

a. February 9'" 
b. Need help on publicity!! 

2. Good Luck on Finals! 

G. Administrative Director: Minator Azemi - mazemi@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Meal to Seal the Deal - Dirty's following the meeting 

X. Agency Director Reports 

A. FLO 
1. Please bring toys to the FLO meeting on Thursday 

a. They will go to Orange Santa 
2. We have selected our Floject 

a. We are doing a miniature Extreme Home Makeover 
3. We are starting a campus spotlight each week on our meeting agendas 

B. Historical Research 
1. Flanksgiving was so much fun! 



2. Being a FLO mentee is so rewarding 
3. MOGA did some Orange Santa gift collecting 
4. Please meet with your mentor! 

C. Women's Resource Agency 
1. WRA is sponsoring a drive for Safe Place 

a. Please bring anything 
b. If you have money to spend, it would be great 
c. They really need this stuff 
d. We are taking stuff until this Friday 

2. Vagina Monologues stuff was successful 
D. LLA 

1. Thank you for all the work orders 
2. I am looking forward to next semester 
3. I will resend the work order for next semester 

E. Alumni Relations 
1. Those of you who signed up to send emails to alumni, I will do that next 

semester because everyone has a lot of stuff to do 
F. Transfer Students 

1. I am meeting about Transfer Student orientation 
2. If you have any suggestions, let me know 

G. CEC 
1. Keep in mind that packaging old things are just as good as things that 

you buy 
2. CEC does a whole lot more than I could talk about 

a. If you are interested in getting more involved, please let me know 
b. director@utenvironment.org 

H. Policy Director 
1. I have been working with Louis about midyear reports 
2. If there are any events that yo need on the calendar, email them to me 

I. School Outreach 
1. TELL went really well 
2. Next semester we will be having college seminars at high schools 

around the area and continuing KIPP seminars 

XI. Committee Reports 

A Rules 
B. Finance 
c Internal Affairs 
D. Outreach 
E. Fundraising 
F. Legislative Policy 

XII. Unfinished Business 

A AR 6 - In Support of Trayless Campus Dining Halls 
1. This is an important issue as a campus, especially residence hall 

residents 
2. DHFS and SG are committed to making this as smooth of a transition as 

possible 



3. At the next plate waste meeting, we will go over the logistics of the 
transition 

4. George: What are you doing about the trays for students with 
disabilities? 

a. A number of trays will be on hand for students with disabilities 
5. Lawlor: Have you done any tabling to get opinions? 

a. At the last focus group meeting, we had a good share of 
residents and nonresidents 

b. The concern is the idea of losing the service factor 
c. At all schools that have done this, there has been resistance, but 

students generally get used to it 
6. Westerman: Is there something nonresidents are missing? Is there a 

difference between resident and nonresident opinions? 
a. Not really. Most students we have surveyed are in support of it 

7. Herndon: Is this something DHFS would do with the SG initiative? Have 
they tried to do this before? 

a. Last spring, there were only a number of campuses that had 
done this. 

b. It has picked up so much speed in the last few months, and the 
administration has taken an active approach 

8. Shwarts: Have there been any newer ideas since last semester? 
a. Composting is something else that is taking place 
b. Wasted food has so much use 
c. One reason they want to go trayless is because other campuses 

have had significant success saving food costs 
d. This can make it cheaper to live in dorms in the summer 

9. LLA: Has the date been set for the transition? 
a. There are looking at transitioning at the beginning of the summer 

semester 
10. Guest: Since it is supposed to be a buffet, wouldn't the tray make it less 

convenient? Instead of going trayless, can we make them smaller 
instead? 

a. Both of these have taken place, and have contributed to 
decreasing food waste 

11. Debate 
a. Yay 

b. Nay 

c. Yay 

d. Nay 

e. Yay 

i. McMillan: Transitioning in the summer, less resistance 
will take place 

i. FLO: I am in support of keeping the trays 
1. When I come in in the middle of the day, trays 

make it easier to carry stuff when your hands 
are full 

2. Things are served on the side and that is difficult 
to carry, and time is wasted 

i. Trotter: This is a perfect example that a little bit of 
sacrifice can go along way 

1. Prices of food will decrease, and students in 
dorms will save money 

i. Fried: Is it possible that smaller trays had an effect on 
reducing food waste? 

1. We should dedicate more time to that study 



i. Stein: Trays were part of a number steps that were taken 
over the summer 

1. They have contributed to reducing food waste, 
but not enough 

2. This is food that is thrown away by students, not 
in the kitchen 

f. Nay 

g. Yay 

h. Nay 

i. LLA: There is a way to outreach to students to get them 
to reduce food waste 

i. 

i. 

1. If I go back a second time, what are the chances 
of me droping it 

Parks: I don't think that is a significant point 

Gloyna: I spoke with engineers that live in dorms, and 
they almost unanimously said they wanted to keep trays 

1. It is our job to represent people 
2. We can persuade them, but we have to 

represent them 
i. Yay 

i. Stein: Our perception from observation is that students 
will get more food the second time they go to get food 
and not eat it 

1. We recognize that there will be resistance, but 
the students we spoke to want this implemented 

j. Nay 
i. Perrera yields time: I don't know what the focus group 

was, but was it representative of students that live in 
dorms 

1. You made a lot of differences this summer, and 
that is not good 

2. Tray is very convenient and I think you should 
listen more to dorm people 

3. Think about reducing the size of the plate 
12. Motion to extend debate by five minutes 
13. Motion seconded 
14. Motion approved 

a. Yay 

b. Nay 

i. George: There used to be a study floor on the third floor 
of the FAC, and when it closed, there was a huge 
uproard 

1. However, now students have found a new place 
to study 

2. It was inconvenient, but it was economically a 
good decision 

3. Also, this will help with disabilities 

i. ESB: There is a convining case that there is a lot of 
waste, and we need to decrease it 

1. $600,000 dollars are being decrease by getting 
rid of trays, but how can we make sure that goes 
to students? 

1. This needs to be studied more 
2. I don't think we have discussed this with 

students enough 



c. Yay 

d. Nay 

e. Yay 

f. Nay 

1. We should have an education campaign 
first 

2. If that doesn't work, taking out trays 
would be the next step 

i. Trotter: Education campaign has been implemented, and 
DHFS will continue that 

i. 

i. 

1. $600,000 comes from high prices of food 
2. This will keep us from continuously increasing 

meal plan costs per year 

FLO: if you live in a residence hall, you have a set 
amount of dine-in dollars 

1. The cost of living in the dorm will go up, but you 
still get the same amount of money to spend on 
food 

2. Instead of getting rid of the trays, I think it is a 
better idea to have smaller plates 

3. Taste samples would prevent students from 
getting a lot of food and not eating what they 
don't like 

Parks: Taste test has been done, but it ended up 
clogging the lines 

1. Smaller plates need to be purchased, which 
would be extremely expensive 

2. With our legislation, we will simply be reducting 
costs 

i. Ferrell: Is there any way to get the food servers to 
reduce sizes? 

15. Motion to table AR 6 
16. Motion seconded 
17. Motion fails 
18. Division of house 

XIII. Call to quorum 
A. Quorum not met 

XIV. New Business 

A. AR 7 - In Support of the Existing Handgun Ban on Texas College Campuses 
1. Kali Rogers should also be a sponsor 
2. There is an upcoming bill in the Texas Legislator allowing handgun on 

Texas College Campuses 
3. The Virginia Tech study group recommended against this 
4. LLA: I understand that this hasn't been filed yet. If it is not filed by the 

beginning of the session, are we will going to file this? 
a. They have until the end of March to do so 
b. However, they have spoken to do this, so it will probably happen 
c. Also, this resolution does not address specific bills 

5. George: What is the current policy? 
a. It is a third degree felony to bring a gun to campus if you are not 

an on duty cop 
b. If you have a concealed handgun license, you can bring them to 

campus, but not in buildings 



B. AR 8 - In Support of Saving UT's Printing Press 
1. I want to bring this up because there is a sense of urgency 
2. It is clear by votes of TSM board members that students are against 

selling the printing press 
3. Meyerson: Is it just being considered being sold? 

a. Yes, but if it is being listed, the university will consider it sold 
b. Trotter, come to me, as the chair of the TSM board meetings 

4. TSM meeting will be the beginning of January 
5. Lawlor: If you outsource, it will cost more, which will translate to more 

student fees. What's to say that a technological update won't do the 
same? 

a. That will be paid for by reserve funds 
6. FLO: What is its purpose? 

a. Prints Texan, Travesty, and some contract printing. 
7. Nyberg: Who is willing to buy an out of date printing press? 

a. It is not out of date, just some processes are out of date. 
8. George: Where is it and how big is it? 

a. It is in the basement of the comm building 
9. When you look at the entire scope of the student population, nobody 

wants to get rid of the press 
a. It allows us to see the entire process of media production 
b. No other school in the scope of UT has this 

XV. Representative Reports, College Council Reports, Announcements 
A. Meeting with Coop about ornament took place last week 

1. Coop wants to start a yearly ornament that would contribute to students, 
and they want student feedback 

2. They want a theme every five years, and they want us to come up with 
the first five 

B. Shwarts 

C. 

D. 

Ma 

1. I have been doing research about plate waste study, and next step is to 
go a la carte and get rid buffets completely 

2. Nursing meeting will be Thursday at 5:30 in basement of nursing school 
3. Nursing has been meeting about Students Hooked on Texas 

a. Student that contributes the most will get a free parking spot 
4. Green Team Liaison on nursing council to make our meetings as green 

as possible 

1. 

2. 

I am working on AIPAC 
a. If you have councils doing well, I want to be able to help with that 

Tonight, ABSA is having annual Feed our Mind event 
a. It is a study break at 9pm in 3'• floor atrium of business school 

Trotter 
1. Please come talk to be about the printing press to hear both sides of the 

story 

XVI. Second Roll Call 

XVII. Adjournment - meeting adjourned at 8:55pm 


