
Minutes for October 7, 2008 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order - Meeting commenced at 7:05 pm 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes- September 30, 2008 
A. Minutes approved 

IV. Guests 

A. George Mitchell, President and CEO, University Co-op 
1. Each semester we allot $100,000 to student orgs 
2. This semester we only gave out $93,000 
3. Every org in the business school applies 
4. We give out scholarships for freshman research 
5. We give out $20,000 and $5,000 awards 
6. We invite previous winners and it is phenomenal what they are doing 
7. There are only a few co-ops left in the nation 
8. There are only about half a dozen left 
9. There was an interesting article and picture in the newspaper about electronic 

textbooks 
10. If you want a book or not, you are forced to pay for the electronic book 
11. Last semester we sold 78 out of 15,000 electronic books for sale 
12. Chincanchan: How we will be able to find out if the ebook is available for the 

course? 
a. There is a sign on the shelf 

B. Cynthia Fisher, UT Libraries 
1. I work in the instruction unit in the PCL 
2. I want to share so things we have been doing in the libraries 
3. An update on google books 
4. We redesigned the for undergraduates page 
5. We want to simplify things and make them more efficient 
6. You can JM a librarian Sun-Thurs from 10am-midnight 
7. You can add us to your facebook account 
8. There is a site to catalogue your books 
9. Jn addition to publishing companies, google has teamed with public libraries to 

digitizing their collection 
10. This is a great resource 
11. This is a huge online library for us 
12. UT is a partner with google, digitizing their Venson collection 
13. Sometimes, the book is free; other limes you have to buy it 
14. You should pass this along, because it saves you a trip to the library 
15. You can use it to see if other places have a book for you to borrow 
16. It can save you a textbook if it is on google books 
17. We have also introduced Longhorn Reviewer 
18. If you are excited about a book, you can submit a review that will pop up with the 

library page 
19. It is short - only 300 books 



20. D. Villarreal - Can you talk a little bit about what access to the library that Texas 
Exes have? 

a. I'm not 100% sure what Texas Exes get 
b. I' ll talk to you after 

V. Open Forum 

A. Basil Awad - Muslim Students Association 
1. Fast-a-thon Oct 15 from 6:30-7pm 
2. Every person that pledges to fast, there is a dinner that is donated to Capital 

Area Food Bank 

VI. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
B. Senate of College Councils 

a. Scott Fulford, President 
a. Plagiarism Addendum to syllabi 

1. Will be presented this Thursday at meeting for vote 
2. This will educate students on what is plagiarism 
3. This will help students clear up confusion and keep them from 

getting a failing grade 
b. Legislation about course instructor surveys 

1. The information is not well distributed 
2. We want to integrate this info into the course schedule 

C. Student Events Center 
D. Student Services 

VII. Appointments 

A. Scott Parks, City Relations Agency Director 
1. This is a new agency in its first year 
2. I want to try and figure out who we should be hooking in with 
3. I want to look into the west campus permit ord inance 
4. The rail issue will be important in the spring 
5. Motion to approve by acclamation 
6. Motion seconded 
7. Scott is approved 

VIII. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 
1. Thanks to everyone who has participated in Risk Management workshop 
2. They have been mandated by the legislator 
3. Three representatives from these groups have needed to attend 
4. We have one more program this Monday night, Oct 13 if you haven't attended 
5. If you have feedback, please let Dos know 

IX. Executive Reports 

A. President: Keshav Rajagopalan - keshavr@austin.utexas.edu 
1. T. Boone Pickens Town Hall, Thursday, 10/9, 2:30 pm, Union Ball room 

a. Pickens is a successful oil tycoon that went to OSU 
b. www.pickensplan.com 
c. This is a plan to utilize wind energy 
d. It is free, but come early to get a seat 
e. SG is hosting, but not endorsing the plan 

2. Textbooks 



a. First meeting with Textbook Advisory Committee tomorrow 
b. I have met with Wylie Publishers who are doing the ebook initiative 

i. We need feedback on this! 
c. At TAC, we will cover a series of issues 

3. State Legislative Issues 
a. I had lunch with Warren von Eschebach from Sen. Zaffirini's office 

i. They are going to file ebook legislation and graduate student 
health insurance 

ii. LRA meets every Wednesday at 6pm across the hall 
4. Federal Legislative Issues 

a. Higher Ed Act that was reauthorized has gone into effect 
b. If we don't get appropriations for this, nothing will change 
c. If you are interested in federal issues, ask me about the spring DC trip 

5. University Enrollment 
a. Summer enrollment task force 
b. Summer enrollment has decreased 
c. They advertise it as if you get a tuition break, but comparing it to fall 

semester, it is not a change 
d. LLA - Scholarships only last through long semester 
e. Jung - In order to get hours granted through Texas Tomorrow Fund, 

summer hours count as a whole semester credit 
f. An idea was the re-price it comparing to a 12-hour semester, not a 6-

hour semester 
g. Trotter - Look into hours of summer classes 

6. PSAC 
a. If you have issues that you feel needs to go to the President, let Frankie 

or I know 
7. I put info in the back about the United Negro College Fund 

B. Vice President: Frankie Shulkin - fshulkin@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Meeting Schedule 

a. No meeting next week 
b. Go to the Campus Fusion town hall meeting 

2. Next Week- Campus Fusion Town Hall, Main 212 
3. LOU DD - Oct. 21, 5-8 - Register for LOUDD 

a. Meeting that night will start at 8pm 
4. New Representatives 

a. Welcome 
5. Yearbook Focus Group 

a. Next Wednesday at 8pm 
i. We will provide food 

6. We have some old business 
a. There will be debate, then a vote 
b. Y'all set the rules because it's your assembly 
c. Call to question when you are going to vote to vote 

C. Executive Director: Liam O'Rourke - liam.orourke@mail.utexas.edu 
1. Agency Binders 

a. Sierra emailed all the agencies about the binders 
b. We want a midyear report by Nov 15 

2. Agency Logos 
a. Jake has been designing them 
b. We will email you about these 
c. This is not to replace already existing logos 

3. Attendance Updates 
a. Everyone should have been emailed today if you have two absences or 

more 
b. Everyone is at three or below 



D. Communications Director: Chelsea Fosse - chelseafosse@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Campus Fusion 

a. Tabling on 10/13 
b. Town Hall Meeting on 10/14 at 7pm on Main 212 
c. We have a great panel this year - Chad Stanton is on it 

2. Volley for the Cure 
a. Ticket Sales - $7 each 

i. All day barbeque 
b. Tabling next Wednesday and Thursday on West Mall 

3. MOGA 
a. Next Meeting on 10/15 at 7pm in SG Office 

E. Internal Financial Director: Priti Joshi - priti.y.joshi@gmail.com 
1. If you need me to write you a check for anything, please email me and Annie 
2. Finance Committee meet afterward to change meeting time 
3. Happy TX/OU! 

F. External Financial Director: Taylor Ellison - taylorkellison@gmail.com 
1. Hook the Vote 2008 Recap 

a. We registered of 5600 students to vote 
b. Thanks for everyone's help yesterday - y'all are wonderful!! 
c. Hannah Meadows, nuff said 

2. Rep of the week - Hannah Meadows 
3. Hook the Vote Part 2 

a. Debate watching party Oct 15 at LBJ Library at 8pm 

G. Administrative Director: Minator Azemi - mazemi@austin.utexas.edu 
1. Prospective Student Admissions Programs - Tomorrow, 2 pm, SG Office 
2. Competition with Senate 
3. Meal to Seal the Deal - Trudy's following the meeting 

X. Agency Director Reports 

A LLA 
1. Hopefully everyone has had a committee meeting with LLA's 
2. If you need me to email you work orders, let me know 

B. Historical Research 
1. I am working on getting a website together for historical research stuff 

C. International Student Affairs 

D. 

1. We are putting a program for Student Ambassadors 

2. 
FLO 

1. 
2. 

3. 

a. Names of current ambassadors will be on the website 
If you have any ideas for these programs, please come talk to me 

Oct 19 is FLO retreat from 11 am to 3pm 
We have a fund raiser this Thursday night at taco cabana from 5-9pm 

a. We have raised a lot of month already this year 
IM Football team is undefeated 

E. International Student Opportunities 
1. Last meeting I had with international programs committee, we discussed issues 

with exchanges 
a. Making them more available 

2. I have received a couple of emails to create a blog with the Study Abroad Office 
F. Student Forum 

1. First two LRA forums with be Oct 20 and Oct 27 in UT 3. 122 from 7-8pm 



2. Invite all of your friends, even if you aren't interested 
3. I'm going to need help tabling 

G. Transfer Student 
1. I was able to find a faculty advisor for Phi Theta Kappa, an honor society for 

transfer students 
H. Membership Coordination 

1. Last week we had a meeting for freshman who wanted to get involved with SG 
2. We have a big push at the beginning of the year to get people involved, but now 

that dies down 
a. Continue to engage people and get them here 

I. Women's Resource 
1. We had the rest of our WRA board member interviews 

a. We want eight members 
2. Destigmatizing 6-Bpm in Gender and Sexuality Center 
3. Natl Women's Day MAI 212 

a. Courtney Martin and Food with be there 
J. Organizational Outreach 

1. We are having our second meet n greet on Oct 22 
a. Please come out to meet orgs 
b. Austin's Pizza at 8pm 

XI. Committee Reports 

A. Rules 
1. We met this Sunday over tonight's legislation 

8. Finance 
C. Internal Affairs 
D. Outreach 

1. Next meeting next Wed in SG Office 
a. We want to discuss promoting elections 

E. Fundraising 
F. Legislative Policy 

1. Will not meet tomorrow 
a. There is no new business 

2. We will let you know of a meeting time soon 

XII. Unfinished Business 

A. AR 3 - In Support of Syllabi Standardization 
1. We made some changes 
2. We gave more details in the study that we mentioned for the important of syllabi 

in classrooms 
3. We added where the resolution should be sent - very important 
4. The appendix is the template we are asking you to support 
5. Ma - did you take length into account? 

a. Yes. Some professors are agreeing to put syllabi online 
b. Also, there are recommendations, so in the actual syllabus, this stuff isn't 

all over the syllabus 
6. Stanton - Would professors be able to move around the order in which things are 

presented? 
a. I think so. From what I understand, it is only a template with crucial info. 

I'm sure they could put it in any order. 
7. Johnson - SCC has been working with plagiarism legislation. Will you 

incorporate that? 



( 

XIII. 

) 

a. That goes through Faculty Council. We are simply supporting something 
DIAA has put together 

8. Motion to approve by acclamation 
9. Motion seconded 
10. AR 3 is approved 

L.o0s\ ~ -\u~~D" 
B. AB 14 -Amending the Election-Geee - Modifying the Size of the Assembly and 

Establishing the University Wide Representatives 
1. One of the changes we made in 4.2, we added remaining to clarify which number 

would count in calculation of grad reps . 
2 . There is a chart to show the plusses and minuses of what would change 
3. Rajagopalan - for the past few weeks, I have been saying that one rep would 

represent 1,800 students 
a . Instead, the proposition is for one rep for every 2,000 students 
b. Everything was corrected 

4. The current bill is fixed 
5. The spreadsheet shows how things are now, and how they will be 
6. Only business, liberal arts, natural sciences, and grad reps would be effected 
7. Trotter - Were there any thoughts of having 9 at-larges since we lost the biggest 

chunk? 
a . I' ll get back to that. As far as numbers are concerned, we don't have 

enrollment numbers from this fall yet, so these numbers are only 
estimations 

b. As far as at-larges are concerned 

Chair adds 10 minutes to Q&A 

1. When will fall 2008 numbers be released? 
a. For the upcoming assembly, we will use the current enrollment certified 

by Registrar's office. 
2. Stanton - As an at-large rep, I know it is hard to represent entire student body, 

so having less reps might make this more difficult 
a. That is true, but you have to keep in mind that last week we appointed 3 

ar-larges - reps that the student body didn't elect 
b. Maybe we aren't being accountable 
c. The editorial today was positive in that it increases competition and 

accountability 
d. There are a lot of college reps that do at-large work 

3. George - Motion to make a friendly amendment 
a. Change name from University-wide to campus 

i. We feel that for people new to SG, university-wide makes more 
sense 

b. Bunch - not all work done by SG stays on campus 
c. Motion no accepted 

4. Parks - We don't have two year at-larges because they become complacent 
a . However, these reps provide an important continuity in SG 

i. Jung - As a two-year, I feel that we already have continuity even 
without two-year reps 

ii. There is only one person who carried over from last year 
5. Nyberg - A lot of people rerun anyway. Didn't we try to get rid of having the 

same reps in consecutive assemblies when we got rid of that with tickets? 
a. The people that will rerun are those that are committed to SG and will not 

resign during their term. 
6. Move to call to question 
7. Motion seconded 
8. Motion to move into discussion - 10 mins 
9. Yay 

a. Stanton - not many people continued their term 



( ) 

i. Shrinking assembly will get rid of complacency 
10. Nay 

a. Waley - I am up here because we didn't address the reference to college 
of undergraduate studies 

i. Rajagopalan - it is not a degree granting school, so there won't 
be representation 

ii. Waley - But SG can still help those students 
iii. Rajagopalan - we can still help them without reps 

11. Yay 
a. Bunch - there are only a few people in this room who are still here from 

two years ago 
i. As a rep, I can speak of complacency 
ii. A lot of my friends left because they felt like they couldn't get 

anything done because there were so many people 
iii. More hardworking, compact representation 

12. Nay 
a. Parks - looking at one year's case is not good enough to get rid of two 

year position 
i. Letting people have two years to work on projects is important 
ii. Carry over of info is important 
iii. Brown - why wouldn't you just run again if you wanted to stay? 

1. I agree with that 
iv. Stanton - it is the job of reps if you're not going to run you will 

find people that you think should run 
1. You should be able to relay your vision to future 

assemblies 
13. Rajagopalan - in the constitution, it doesn't discuss specific colleges 

a. The new enrollment numbers will take care of undergraduate studies 
representation 

14. Motion to call to question 
15. Motion seconded 
16. Motion approved 
17. Roll Call Vote 
18. ~ 4 is approved 

f\'B 
B. AB 15 - Amending the Election Code - Spending Limits and Management of Polling 

Stations 
1. Make ESB run polling stations instead of tickets that don't exist anymore 
2. We also changed some numbers for consistency 
3. Motion to change 6.01 from University-wide reps to reps at-large 
4. 6.03 it used to say that candidates can use additional funds for run-off, and we 

added executive alliances 
5. Parks - Is the term executive alliance defined elsewhere? 

a. It is in the election code 
6. Stanton - Doubling what people could spend before as candidates? 

a. Yes and no. 
b. Spending limits were lower because of the principle pf economies of 

scale 
c. Since there are no more tickets, 6.01 was eliminated all together 
d. But we heard that spending limits were too high 
e. So we added amounts for independents running as president and vice 

president from previous election code 
7. Motion to call to question 
8. Motion seconded 
9. Motion to move into discussion - 1 O mins 

C. Yay 
1. ESB - without these changes, code is inconsistent 

a. We don't think that candidates should not be running polling locations 



D. Nay 
1. Trotter - 6.01 numbers are very arbitrary 

a. Only $200 more for 50,000 students for at-larges where a college rep in 
fine arts will represent a much smaller number 

b. I don't think it is possible to publicize with this much money for these 
students 

c. ESB - It passed committee and was not discussed last week when it 
was presented 

i. Every number is arbitrary 
ii. This was based on previous election code, based on numbers 

that have been used for years 

2. Gloyna -Amount of money that college reps can spend in 6.01 
a. We are trying to increase the number of people running, so more money 

will be spend 
b. I think the amount should be lowered, so people will get out of there and 

be personable to constituents 
i. Stanton - I would like numbers to be low, but I also understand 

that you are trying to convey into to a lot of people 
ii. This hits a nice spot between being too high or too low 
iii. We want people to be able to maneuver with this amount 

3. Waley - there is a difference between college reps 
a. Liberal Arts has a huge portion of students, yet we have the same 

amount of money as smaller colleges 
b. Membership Coordination - This was discussed in great length at last 

meeting 
i. If it is set too high, people feel like they have to raise this much 

money 
ii. I think it is more about publicizing how to run an election with this 

much money 
c. Trotter - This is going to be a new election that none of us have seen 

i. When we abolished the ticket system, we argued that this is how 
national elections are run 

ii. You would never want someone representing 50,000 students, 
we can't do that with $900 

iii. This does not reflect the real world 
iv. Ma - abolishing spending limits is not reasonable 

1. Someone won with $50 two years ago as an 
independent 

4. Motion to call to question 
5. Dissent 

6. Shwarts-7.13, polling stations must be ori campus. Does that mean that 
students must vote on campus? 

a. There should always be a certain number of computers on campus for 
students who don't have access to it away from campus 

b. Friendly amendment to add space between facilitating voting in 7.11 
i. Amendment accepted 

c. Withdraw my dissent 

7. Waley - would you all consider making an amendment adding a number of 
constituents? 

a. That would become complicated 
b. The physical size of the college would have to be taken into account 
c. Dissent is withdrawn 

8. Roll Call vote 



9. ~ 5 is approved 
AB 

) E. AR 4 - In Support of Reforming Textbook Costs (tabled) 

) 

XIV. New Business 

XV. Representative Reports 

A Ma 
1. Scott and I were tabling yesterday by business school 
2. A lot of people were talking about air conditioning 
3. Most of the system on campus are antiquated 
4. We are working on it 
5. Parks - new buildings are phasing in a new system 

B. Stanton 
1. I want to start up a task force to discuss how and when to campaign 
2. If you want to help with that, let me know 

C. Westerman 
1. I wanted to ask other university-wide reps to meet after the meeting to find a 

common time 
D. Shwarts 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

1. Two weeks ago, I sat down with presidents of nursing school orgs 
2. We talked about things we wanted for the nursing school 
3. I encourage it because it was very helpful 

Trotter 
1. 

2. 
3. 

Yue 
1. 
2. 
3. 

Parks 
1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

Yue 
1. 

Issues with people posting political signs on doors and windows 
a. These people are being threatened to get kicked out of dorms 

We want to write up legislation about this 
If you are interested, come talk to us 

Working with Asian branch of MIC 
I want to give a shout out to them for getting the most students registered 
They are working on an initiative called round table to bring leaders of Asian orgs 
on campus together 

Student Giving campaign in business school for BBA students 
We discussed with developer of business school and came up with a list of 
questions that she will send to our sister schools 
Business school wants to hire two full-time giving positions 
It will take time, but we are working on it 
Shara and I set up a similar thing as Rep. Shwarts 

I wanted to thank SG for support in helping bring up an Asian-American 
Presidential debate 

XVI. College Council Reports 

A Liberal Arts 
1. Student Advisory committee to Dean 

a. Applications available online on COLA and LAC website 
2. Career Expo on Oct 15 from 11 am-3pm in Union Ballroom 
3. LA week is coming up 

a. Election event on the 291
h 

4. LAC scholarship for study abroad is due this Friday 

B. Natural Science Council 
1. We are playing LAC in broomball on 23rd 
2. Volunteers for Longhorn Halloween on Oct 26 at Erwin Center 



XVII. Announcements 

A. DHFS is enforcing the political window policy 
1. We have to do rounds, but it is ANY sign 
2. It is being enforced 

B. Thank you to Melessa Rodriguez for all your help with Hook the Vote 
C. Come to Town Hall meeting next Tuesday 
D. Fine Arts Festival 

1. I want to put together a planning committee for this 
2. Not just fine arts students 
3. Jake.lewis@yahoo.com 

E. Campus Fusion next week! 
F. Sigma Lambda Beta will be hosting an election watching party in Mezes 
G. Any freshman, FLO meeting every Thursday at ?pm 

1. This week, Dean Hart from comm. school will speak 
H. Thursday, Oct 9 from 10am-2pm, LLC will be hosting a celebration of the statue 

1. There will be cake 
I. Omega Phi Gamma will be holding fundraiser and volleyball game in Gregory Gym for 

Lance Armstrong Foundation next week 
J. Texas Roosevelt Institute 

1. Oct 9, at ?pm in Union Eastwoods Room 

XVIII. Second Roll Call 

XIX. Adjournment - meeting adjourned at 9: 17pm 


