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Minutes for February 26, 2008 Student Government Assembly Meeting 
SPECIAL Mobile Meeting in GAR 0.120 

Call Meeting to Order 

First Roll Call 

Approval of Minutes- February 19, 2008- Minutes approved 

Guests 

A . Dr. Doug Burger, Faculty Council Chair 
1. Term ends in August 
2. Plus-minus grading has been a major issue 
3. Curriculum reform 
4. Have had discussions with Athletics Dept.- Working to align 

interests of two organizations 
5. Deciding what kind of university we want UT to be 
6. UT brand will always be an important part of your career 
7. Some people feel that we should aspire to academic elitism, while 

others would like to remain a strong national university 
8. PPAC- Making difficult strategic decisions about where the 

University is going 
9. Working with limited resources 
10. The University is suffering financially 
11. Determining priorities for faculty and graduate student recruitment 

and retention 
12. Focusing on how the University can meet its strategic objectives 
13. How can UT maximize its brand? 
14. "What starts here changes the world" does not effectively 

differentiate us from other universities 
15. Hopes that the state will think of UT as a crown jewel that drives 

the economy 
16. Hopes that UT will hold luster 30 years from now 
17. Walker- Some of the university's worst professors are tenured. 

How do we hold tenured professors held accountable? 
a. Burger 

i. Main reason for tenure is to guarantee academic 
freedom 

ii. Who tells the truth if you can be fired on a whim? 
iii. Tenure provides a level of stability that keeps good 

people here when they could otherwise enter the 
private sector. Burger does not "buy" this 
argument. 

iv. Lax system of post tenure review 
v. Benefits of tenure system greatly outweigh the few 

professors that receive tenure and die on the job 
vi. Would like professors to receive tenure and then 

work harder and take big academic risks 
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vii. Rewards are so tightly tied to ongoing productivity 
that it discourages people for stepping out and 
taking risks 

viii. UT has gotten enormously better in recent years 
18. George- Can you give a brief recap on plus-minus grading? 

a. Burger 
i. Implementation proposal to begin Fall 2009 
ii. Anything that requires a C or better will change to 

C- or better, but numerical requirements for passing 
degree programs will not change 

iii. Will apply to every class and every student 
iv. Some professors may choose not to use plusses 

and minuses 
19. Martinez- With regard to the Commission of 125, how do you think 

we should handle our lack of resources? 
a. Commission of 125 said that UT should become the top 

public university within 25 years by giving budgetary 
freedom to successful departments and eliminating 
departments that are not up to par 

b. Not planning to eliminate many departments 
c. UT has received an unfunded mandate from the state 

20. Knudson- How will signature courses for first year students affect 
pre-professional students? 

V. Open Forum 

A. Trinh 

a. If and when freshman courses are implemented: 
i. They will provide many TA opportunities 
ii. Faculty will work to prevent the program from 

causing students to defer their applications to 
professional schools 

iii. Major impact of initiative is budgetary- It is very 
expensive 

1. Andrew was informed that Bill Clinton was coming to Austin and 
that he would like to speak to UT students 

2. Seemed to be a great opportunity for students to hear from a 
former President of the United States 

3. Executive Board had to make a quick decision to take advantage 
of this opportunity 

4. This event is not an endorsement of any candidate 
5. No SG members are forced to become involved with the event, 

but anyone is welcome to be involved 
6. SG is supporting this event, but not endorsing any politicians 
7. The event serves as an open forum for a former US President 

B. Knudson 
1. Agrees that it is a great opportunity 
2. Concerned about ethical complications 
3. Heard that Bill Clinton will be campaigning for his wife 



4. Concerned with the way SG will be perceived on campus if we are 
sponsoring an event for a presidential candidate 

5. Concerned that SG's reputation might be damaged 
6. SG was not involved with Ron Paul rally 
7. Concerned about SG tying its name to only one candidate 
8. Worried that SG will be perceived as associated with one political 

candidate and one political party 
9. Few representatives were consulted before decision was made 

C. Trinh- Feels that SG is one of few organization with the resources to 
produce such a large scale, short notice event 

D. Massey- Would it be possible for us to remove our name from the event? 

E. Trinh 
1. SG is not funding this event in any way 
2. Andrew and Nicole will be the first to speak and explain the 

purpose of the event and deny any endorsements 

F. Moore- What kind of alternatives did you examine? 
1. Trinh- We knew that we had the resources to produce this event 

and wanted to provide this opportunity to students 

G. Moore- We are walking a fine line and need to consider ethical 
implications. We are setting a precedent with this decision. 

1. Davisson- We had the resources to organize this event in a very 
short period of time. Former President serves as an exception. 

H. McWhorter- Does not see Hillary's name on any of the materials. 
1. Moore- President Clinton has been supporting his wife in 

speeches 

I. Trinh- This is a learning experience for both SG and the DoS Office 

J. Rajagopalan 
1. SG is a political organization on campus and part of our role is to 

encourage student political involvement 
2. This is a great opportunity to promote student involvement in the 

political process 
3. Many volunteers for the event are not Democrats and are just 

interested in the opportunity to get involved in politics 

K. Trinh- Few students are able to send an email late on Sunday night and 
get leaders from offices across campus to meeting the next morning 

L. Lara- If the University is behaving in a nonpartisan manner, why isn't SG 
doing so? 

1. Trinh 
a. We are nonpartisan 
b. We are making an exception for a former US President 



c. SG will complete what it started in organizing this event 

M. Solomon 
1. Received phone call on Saturday night with an offer to bring Bill 

Clinton to campus 
2. Andrew called Exec members and university administrators to find 

out if this was a possibility 
3. Walked through campus with Secret Service on Sunday and 

began preparing for the event 
4. Serves as a unique opportunity for students to hear from a former 

US President 
5. We are the only organization that would be able to produce this 

event on such short notice 
6. Will introduce program with a disclaimer and promote student 

voting 

N. McWhorter- Students expect SG to be involved with politics 

0. George 
1. SG does take political stances. For example, SG voted against 

the war in Iraq. 
2. How has our involvement been explained on materials? 
3. Solomon- We are making sure that our name and Hillary Clinton's 

name do not appear on the same materials 

P. Solomon- Has received many emails from students thanking him, but has 
not received any complaint emails, except from members of SG 

Q. Nyberg- Ignorance is not an excuse for students. What is the purpose of 
this discussion? 

1. Trinh- This is a learning experience for the organization 

R. Alarcia-Mencia- Materials say that SG is cosponsoring the event. Could 
we change cosponsoring to "special thanks to Student Government?" 

1. It is too late to remove our co-sponsorship 
2. Do you want Student Government to take a stance on co

sponsoring events? 

s. Knudson 
1. Thank you for holding this discussion 
2. We need to make sure that we are taking the appropriate steps 
3. Bill Clinton will be campaigning for his wife 
4. SG is not providing an opportunity for other candidates 
5. Has heard from upset students who don't understand why SG is 

seemingly taking a political stance 

T. Martinez 
1. Feels encourages by knowledge that Andrew and Nicole will make 

a disclaimer 
2. This is an exciting time for the state of Texas to be involved with 

politics 



3. We need to take advantage of opportunities to have candidates 
speak on campus 

4. Important to inform constituents that SG is not endorsing a 
particular candidate 

U. Thompson 
1. Agrees that ethics of this situation are shaky 
2. Disagrees that this serves as an important precedent 
3. Sees this as a highly unique situation 

V. Bunch- How can we better publicize the fact that SG is nonpartisan? 
1. Everything that we have issued other than the campus-wide email 

contains disclaimer 

W. Solomon- Would love the opportunity to provide an open forum for 
important politicians 

VI. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
B. Senate of College Councils 
C. Student Events Center 
D. Student Services 

VII. Appointments 

VIII. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

IX. Executive Reports- Will not be reported orally 

A. President: Andrew C. Solomon- a.solomon@mail.utexas.edu 
1. I am testifying in front of the House Committee on Higher 

Education Finance on Tuesday, February 25th. My speech will 
stress the need for long-term sustainable funding for higher 
education and The University of Texas. The chair of the 
committee is Dan Branch - (R) Dallas. 

2. This week, I will begin serving on a task force that will examine the 
enrollment strategy at The University of Texas. The task force will 
be chaired by our Provost Steven Leslie. Specifically, we will study 
topics such as the recommended total enrollment for The 
University of Texas and the size of each incoming class. 

3. On the Union Board, we are hearing requests from the various 
committees within the Student Events Center for budget 
increases. We are deliberating this week and deciding how much 
money should be allocated to each committee. 

B. Vice President: Nicole Trinh- netrinh@austin.utexas.edu 
1. SG Annual Report-



Please submit to me a paragraph of any initiative you 
worked on during your term by March 7. Even if the project is not 
completed, report the progress of it. Email me for questions or 
input regarding the annual report. The goal is to have them 
completed by Inauguration set for Sunday, April 6 at 3pm. 

2. Post-Debate Thanks-
Special thanks to any of you who volunteered at the 

Presidential Primary Debate last week. Be sure to thank 
administrators and staff who worked really hard on it, especially 
the Dean of Students Office! 

3. Pandora Founder Meeting-
The Executive Board is meeting with the founder of 

Pandora (a free personalized radio service) to discuss lawsuits 
and privacy debates from the RIAA. If you are interested in the 
copyright or intellectual property issues on our campus, email me. 

4. Rep of the Week-
Representative Julia Kuo! For her awesome work for the 

Business School and being a great Fundraising Committee Vice 
Chair! 

C. Executive Director: Jordan Davisson- jordandavisson@mail.utexas.edu 
1. Safety Week 

a. Dates: Monday March 3- Thursday March 6 NEXT 
WEEK!!!! 

b. I need help tabling. PLEASE sign up to be there. Even if 
you can only do an hour, it would mean the world to me 
and would help me out so much. 

c. More info to come; please check your email 
d. You will get absence make-up credit- 0.5 make-ups per 

hour you attend. 

D. Communications Director: Vicki Nguyen
vicki.nguyen@bba04.mccombs.utexas.edu 

1. Vote Today T-Shirts 
Please take a VOTE TODAY t-shirt, but only if you will be 

wearing them on Wednesday and/or Thursday for elections. Get 
the vote out! Tell your friends to vote in our student elections 
(www.utsd.org). An easy way: wear your shirt both days. 

2. Outreach Initiative 
The calendar of appropriations events is available. Please 

attend these events to support these student organizations. The 
sign up will go around, but I still need you to confirm your 
attendance with me after you go by sending me an email to 
utsgoutreach@gmail.com. 

E. External Financial Director: Stephen Gilstrap-sgilstrap@mail.utexas.edu 
1. The Student Government-University Co-Op Boot Scholarship is 

available online at http://www.utexas.edu/studentgov/files.php, at 
the SG Office, and at The University Co-Op. The deadline for the 
scholarship application is March 7, 2008. All non-graduating UT 
students (both undergraduate and graduate) are eligible to apply. 



Please announce to your outreach organizations, at your college 
council meetings, and to your friends. Please send all questions 
to sgilstrap@mail.utexas.edu 

2. The Office of the Vice-President for Development is seeking 6-8 
students to become involved in a collaborative effort to meet with 
alumni donors, to serve in focus groups, and to create an 
atmosphere of student philanthropy on campus. This is the 
beginning of the student coalition that will aid the Development 
Office in the upcoming Capital Campaign. Applications for these 
positions are available at: 
http://www.utexas.edu/studentgov/files.php and due on March 7, 
2008. All non-graduating students (both undergraduate and 
graduate) are eligible to apply. Please send all questions to 
sgilstrap@mail.utexas.edu. 

F. Internal Financial Director: Frankie Shulkin-fshulkin@mail.utexas.edu 

G. Secretary to the Assembly: Chelsea Wade
chelsea.wade@bba05.mccombs.utexas.edu 

1. Dinner at Austin's Pizza following meeting 

X. Committee Reports 

A. Rules 
B. Finance 
C. Internal Affairs 
D. Outreach- Sign up for two events 
E. Fundraising 
F. Legislative Policy 

XI. Unfinished Business 

XII. New Business 

A. AB20: Amending Agenda- Deputy Advisor Report 
B. Provides speaking opportunity for Melinda 
C. AB20 will be sent to Rules 

XIII. Agency Director Reports 

XIV. Representative Reports 

XV. Announcements 

A. Next SG Meeting: March 4, 2008 in the Glenn Maloney at 7pm 
B. SG Inauguration Meeting: next one is Wednesday 3/5 at 8pm 
c. SG Elections: Wed 2/27 and Thurs 2/28, vote at www.utsg.org 
D. Safety Week- Next Week, Needs tabling volunteers, 11 am-2pm 
E. Please wear Vote Today !-shirts tomorrow and Thursday 
F. Annual scholarship pageant at Bob Bullock 



G. Welcoming first African-American Nobel Peace Prize award winner on 
Sunday 

H. Applications for UT Boot Scholarship and Involvement with Capital 
Campaign are available- Please publicize 

I. Explore UT- This Saturday 
J. Accessible Systems Focus Group went really well, will be holding more 

focus groups in the future 

XVI. Second Roll Call 

XVII. Adjournment- Meeting adjourned at 8:29pm 


