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Student Government Assembly Meeting 

March .?{ 2013 

I. Call Meeting to Order /q 
II. First Roll Call 

III . Approval of Minutes 

IV. Guests 

a. Nadia Al-Aubaidy - Research on the Legalization of Marijuana 

V. Open Forum 

a. Bekah Rushworth, TSTV 

i. I wasn't expecting to be here, I got summoned by our press people, sorry for 
my appearance and lack of knowledge. I am the station manager, next week 
we are going to do a 24/7 fundraiser, broadcasting live for 168 straight hours, 

looking to fill content, if you know of anyone that would like to be featured, 
they get archived and put on youtube, were looking for student support, also 
do state of the 40 acres address, it would be great if you could help us since 
we help you, T4k, bikes, FCC Liscense, kind of a big deal, want to keep it that 
way. 

ii. Thor Wills and Laurel have my contact info, open to everything, we would 
like some help. 

b. Kaileigh Lang, FGRC 

i. AEphi, UT fraternal gov relations coalition rep, representing frats and 
sororities on a federal level, introducing the idea of tax deductible donations 
for off campus housing, we live off campus, cant provide for that many, want 
support from universities (tax deductible) donations, hasn't been done in the 
ppast, safety codes is a big issue, 39 percent doesn't have the proper safety 

codes, I showed the resolution, wonderful bipartisan resolution, its called 
CHIA, its usually put on big tax biils, going to DC in a few weeks. 

c. Robert Love, SXSW 

i. Who was here for SXSW? 

ii. I discovered something you can profit from .. 10 cents for a mint, 77 in a pack, 
7 dollars or so for the pack. How can you take this and get 1000 percent return 
on your money? 

111. Sell it? 

iv. Give it away. I was riding a pedicab during SX, I gave them mints, I ended up 

giving people on the street these, several dollars for these mints, got higher 
tips because I gave them ten cents of something, cost so little to give, returns 
are substantial, (money, smile, etc) 
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d. Caroline Carter, GA Seating 

i. Wills asked me to come talk and show my support for AR 31, I am interested 
in working with this when I get into office next session. 

Ex-Officio Reports 

e. Michael Redding, GSA 

I. 

11. 

lll. 

f. SEC 

I. 

ll. 

lll. 

IV. 

v. 

Two weeks ago was our last meeting before spring break, 7 bills and 
resolutions passed 

Last meeting this week, no new business 

New President and Vice President 

Dodgeball tournament tonight 

Masquerade in the park tomorrow, free Cajun food, live blues band, SAC 
patio at 6:00 

Madrigals Rocky Horror Picture Show in Union 4.224 (6:00) 

Thursday This is 40 6 and 9 

Tomorrow at 4pm UTexasMEC will show the headliner 

VI. Deputy Advisor Report 

a. Marilyn Russell - marilynr@austin.utexas.edu 

1. I work in the office of the dean of students 

11. Quick random things - I work between SSB and SAC, office in both places, 
best found on email, unfortunately. 

iii. I love meeting with students, reach out to me if you need anything, I am 
happy to help. Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons I am in the SAC in the 
back corner, I get a lot done there, its quite quiet. 

1v. Dean lily has drop in office hours Mondays 12:30-1 :30 Wednesdays 3:30-
4:30, utilize those, its not common to have this accessible a dean at such a 
large university 

VII. Executive Reports 

a. Thor Lund, Student Body President - thorlund@utexas.edu 

1. Welcome new representative in the back, great to see you, good job running, it 
takes a lot out of you 

n. Congrats to Horacio and Ugeo, two fine young gentlemen, will do a great job, 
looking forward to doing transition meetings with them. 

m. Cant say enough good things about the exec board, I wouldn't be here without 
them. 

1v. Marilyn, Michael, Tom, TSTV, Hugo and OT 
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v. Thanks to everyone who came out to 24 hour pcl, 600 people were there. Girl 
won a date with me and wills, pick her favorite place on the drag 

v1. April 7111
, Invest in Texas day. 

v11. Higher education on the hill - Pete Sessions, Lamar Smith, Snowed out on 
Sunday, didn't get to go on those, Shout out to Corey in the back. Great job 
LL As 

b. Wills Brown, Student Body Vice President - wkbrown@utexas.edu 

1. Me and Cory, Matt Havalan and Jordan met with Dean Lily to discuss Safe 
Ride, Austin greemides won't work out, extend the ebus, more hours, more 
buses, I love the ebus, 

11. Big 12 on the Hill, met 7-8 different offices, pell grants, research funding, 
reps really listened to us and what we had to say 

111. Healthy Vending- We have been working on it all year, it's a go, its gonna 
happen, in a few weeks we will have those options across campus 

1v. 24 hour pcl, over 600 students, (350 first one) so amazing, very excited about 
it, I just posted that UT Austin Face book group posted about the PCL and had 
the story about how its going to be permanent now, Shows what sg can do, 
goes in hand with What Can SG do for you, this came out of student 

government, big congrats to Horacio and Ugeo, two stellar men, cant wait to 
meet with them 

v. Y ouTube Address came out, technical error and will be coming out tomorrow 
or Thursday on email 

v1. Lots of legislation 

c. Jordan Metoyer, Chief of Staff - jordan.metoyer@gmail.com 

1. Welcome back from spring break, missed you all last Tuesday 

11. Agency Acknowledgements: Matt Havalan, Billy Calve, Hook the Vote, Kent 
QSA, Maggie Widodo 

m. Written material for year end report, thanks for the impacts you sent in, 
waiting on I or 2, submit by tomorrow morning 

1v. Agency Events - Vagina Monologues this Thursday Friday and Saturday, 
Week of Women 

v. Invest in Texas - Link in the internal newsletter, in Preston Covington's 
update, I will be talking to yall more about internal rules stuff 

d. Laurel Pugliese, Communications Director - laurel.pugliese@gmail.com 

i. Internal Newsletter 
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11. What Can SG Do For You? Cover Photo, tag friends, sent info. Read more 
about it, all of the initiatives in image started in SG, a lot of students don't 
know that. What can SG do for you now? 

111. Want it to get far and wide, tabling on Tuesday, fliers, shirts. I cant ask you 
enough to change your image and tag friends, thanks for helping .. We made 
banners in Gregory, pcl and SSB 

e. Nash Horne, External Finance Director - nashhorne@me.com 

i. Longhorn Run 

f. Nirali Shah, Internal Finance Director - nirali.shah@utexas.edu 

g. Taylor Ragsdale, Administrative Director - taylor.ragsdale@utexas.edu 

VIII. Committee Reports 

a. Academic Affairs - Robert Milligan - rlmilligan2@gmail.com 

b. External Affairs - Kori Rady - korirady135@gmail.com 

c. Financial Affairs - Sam Leonard - samuel.leonard@utexas.edu 

d. Legislative Affairs - Horacio Villarreal - hvillarreal27@gmail.com 

e. Rules and Regulations - Garrett Riou - garrettriou@yahoo.com 

f. Student Affairs - Josh Gold - jag5 l 8@utexas.edu 

IX. Executive Staff Reports 

X. Representative Reports 

a. Nadia Al-Aubaidy 

i. Hot Topic - Legalization of Marijuana 

ii. First of all I would like to tell you I am talking about Marijuana, but I am not 
encouraging the use of marijuana, I am going to present scientific research 
findings, evidence on the fact which are documented on reliable sources that 
publish scientific research. 

iii. What starts here changes the world. We want to change the world for the 
better, not for the worse. Last year Robert love and other and I representatives 
got legislation of the year. We were the first university to ban the use of 
triclosan hand soap, which damages public health and the environment. We 
also banned the use of tobacco products on campus. 

iv. Goals: Increasing the student decision making power 

v. Preserving and protecting the traditions and legends of UT Austin. 

vi. In Picture- Same picture, same posture looks different. They were taken from 
different angles. 

vii. Marijuana: I had only heard about it recently. It's a dry shredded green and 
brown mix of seeds, stems, flowers and leaves of the plant cannabis 
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According to USHS: The number of people who are smoking marijuana in the 
United States had increased. In the last decade, the number has declined 

ix. Medicinal Marijuana: Marijuana may be used in a very good way to cure 
diseased, and it may have side affects like any other kind of medicine. 

x. Statistics on users of marijuana (graphs) 

xi. Statistics according to age (The most popular group is 18-25) 

xii. Pie chart that combines results of too previous slides 

xiii. Disadvantages of Marijuana 

1. Report lower life satisfaction, poorer mental and physical health, 
relationship problems, and less academic and career success compared 
to their peers who came from similar backgrounds. 

2. Adverse affect on learning and memory - Heavy marijuana users 
report 8 lower on IQ from 18-35 

xiv. Psychological Benefits 

1. Natural feelings of expansions that correspond to favorable 
perceptions, such as a sense of accomplishment 

2. People taking marijuana feel better, happier, more expansive, and 

therefore more tolerant and compassionate. 

3. Marijuana can be used to cure several diseases, including pain 

associated with Hiv/ AIDS, cancer, etc. 

xv. More than 37,000 annual US Deaths, including more than 1,400 in 

Colorado, are attributed to alcohol alone 

xvi. On the other hand, the CDC does not have a category for Marijuana 

xvii. Alcohol - Aggressiveness and Violence, Marijuana not 

xviii. 25-30 percent of violent crimes in the US are linked to alcohol, there is no 
category for this with marijuana 

xix. The official publication of the scientific research society reported that alcohol 
is one of the most toxic drugs and using just 10 times the amount necessary to 
achieve the desired affect can cause death, while the same is true of marijuana 
with 1,000 times the amount 

xx. Smoking marijuana was not associated with an increase risk of developing 
lung cancer. People who smoked marijuana had lower incidences of cancer 
compared to a nonuser of the drug. 

xxi. Right now there is an important question: Why do we accept alcohol but not 
marijuana legalization. Alcohol is more dangerous and harmful to our health 
than marijuana. I am not saying marijuana is good but when we compare the 

two of them, alcohol is more dangerous. Right now im going to stop talking 
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directly about marijuana, but it is related to legalization of marijuana 100 
percent. 

xxii. What does civilization mean? It is an important and interesting question. 

xxiii. Is there a place on the globe where no one smokes cigarettes? Have you heard 
of a place where no one drinks alcohol (Islamic law forbids it but it is drank in 
Islamic countries, no one takes a drug? No homosexual people? Iran. He had a 
question from an American, he asked the Iranian president, what is your 
opinion about homosexuality, are you against this subject? He said that there 

is no homosexuality in Iran. You can read the jokes that people wrote about 
that. He denied the fact which is existing in early history. Even in animals. Is 
there a place where no spouse cheats on his or her partner? It is not acceptable 
or welcomed by any culture, society, religion, but it exists everywhere? 
People have sex only through contractual married relationships. 

xxiv. Man killed his daughter, she became too westernized, didn't follow Iraqi 
culture. He considered himself as a honorable killer, and what he is doing is 
welcomed by many countries, and they call this bad and unethical behavior as 

honor killing, 

xxv. What is the point? Ifwe turn our back and deny that we don't have people that 
smoke marijuana, the statistics show that we have many. We don't have 

homosexual people, like the Iranian president said, and we turn our back and 
don't face the facts we will be that the Iranian president and this man who was 

"honor killing". 

xxvi. He killed his daughter by using his vehicle. Do we need to ban the vehicle that 
was used as a tool to kill people. 

xxvii. Mutual interest, happy, health nation, improving IQ, we are all on the same 
boat. !fit sinks, we will all be dying, We are agreed about this, we have 
mutual interests. We are not bargaining about power, there is no winner or 
loser, we need to look at this subject from different angles. American opinions 
on marijuana is good if you look at this chart. Legalization opinion is 

somewhat high. 

xxviii. Benefits of marijuana legalization: Harvard 

1. 7.7 billion in savings from ended prosecution, 6.7 from taxation 

b. Houston, Architecture 

i. Architecture Week is this week 

ii. I will be returning as the architecture rep again next year, would like to see 
foam sword Friday return to campus 
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c. Gold: I wrote a piece oflegislation honoring Chief Dahlstrom, will be adding all of 
your names 

d. Perry Pickei, Kornel Rady 

i. Holding them accountable for ESB funds, feel like they are not held 
accountable, we don't know what they are doing 

ii. Rady: Meeting with them next week to bounce ideas back and forth 

e. Pickei: Natural Sciences Council would like to thank SG for creating 24/5 

f. Rady: Fall break Monday is the next big step, general faculty will be meeting to have 

the final vote, wishing we have about 50 students in the back, would nice to have a 
bunch of student in the back 

g. Pickei: Marijuana Comments: Financial Reason for this? What was Berkeley's reason 

for this? IS there an actual reason for it or does he just want 

XI. Old Business ,x-v 
a. AR 30 £'Jn Support of Identifying and Tracking Student Veterans 

i. Milligan: We all voted yes in committee 

ii. Love: Veterans from LBJ proposed this to me, and I thought it was a good 
idea to give them what they need, their needs are different, graduation 

requirements are different, they want a database of veterans to give them the 
info they need to graduate on time. 

iii. Vincent: In the 4th whereas it states that veterans have unique needs, is there a 

way we can list these so administrators know what they are? 

iv. Gold: Anything in place right now to track veterans? Track them based upon 
all sorts of different qualifiers, but not veterans status 

v. Approved by unanimous consent 

b. AR 31 - In Support of General Admissions Seating at Football Games 

i. Passed through committee with just a couple changes. 151 be it further resolved 
(Atleast 150-300) 

ii. Wills: We don't want to set a certain number, at least is good. 

iii. Gold:lts sort of a pilot program. Don't want to ask for too much, displace too 

many seats 

iv. Wilson: Section, Be it Further Resolved? Displacing other students? 

v. Wills: All student seating, technically displacing them, want students getting 
there early. Want to make DKR one of the loudest stadiums, pushing toward 
that, Jump Around 

vi. Wilson: Those are grad students 

vii. Wills: Not all grad students 
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viii. Rady: 150-300? 

ix. Wills: Good number, not too much 

x. Gold: Weve never done this before, and if its successful, it could become 
bigger 

xi. Smith: How early would you show up? 

xii. Wills: Up to athletics, during warmups would be nice? 

xiii. Gold: IF you aren't one of the first 150-300, you are already at the stadium, 
you might as well go inside. 

xiv. Weinstein: IF you don't make it into the first round you have another seat? 

xv. Smith: Why does it cost extra? 

xvi. Wills: Best seats in the house 

xvii. Gold: For athletics to give them up they would have to be more costly 

xviii. Passed by hand vote 

XII. New Business 

a. AR 35 - In Support of Providing Affordable Parking for Fine Arts Events 

i. Michael Morton passed this to me, they have patrons that come trying to park 
in spots along Robert Dedman and Trinity, people are being ticketed, is going 

to be a process for having them work together, economically they have to, 
going to be on a gradient. 

ii. Committed to External Affairs 

b. AR 36 - In Support of Making Marijuana a Low Priority for UTPD 

i. Go see the vagina monologues 

ii. Economic reasons - Man hours, violent crime, property thefts, car accidents, 
injuries, shouldn't be pursuing smoke emanating from a dorm room that 
smells like marijuana. Want to see them keep us safe rather than to persecute 

certain students 

iii. The second reason is equality under the law. Graph (12 percent of the 

population is black, 14 percent of the blacks smoke pot, 31 percent of the 
blacks are arrested for possession, selectively enforced on minority groups. 

iv. Its not encouraging marijuana smoking, its about resource allocation and 
equality under the law. 

v. Havalan: How much have you heard from people about the tobacco 
legislation. It's a tobacco ban, not a smoking ban, marijuana would not fall 

under that, wanted to make that clear 

vi. Houston: Do you have any statistics regarding the arrests on campus? 
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Love: I was asking UTPD, I asked during the week of spring break, was just 
looking at it, invited UTPD and APD, both unresponsive, trying to get police 
here to voice their opinions? 

Gold: Why should it be lower than jaywalking? 

ix. Love: To make it extremely low 

x. Gold: But why lower than jaywalking? 

xi. Stewart: Negative Image on SG? 

xii. Love: Who in here is between 18-30 years old, 65 percent of you suppmt the 
legalization. I am not supporting legalization, I am going way back from that, 
very small step towards that. WE are a very progressive campus, forward 
thinking, this is the direction. 

xiii. Vincent: Based off of every statement in here it seems to imply legalization, 
don't see any statements that talk about optimizing UTPD's resource and 
equality of the law 

xiv. Love: Want to clarify that, make it more clear that this is the point 

xv. Gold: The whereas should say that 

xvi. Dimitroff: Move to postpone until you have reconsidered the language of the 
legislation. 

xvii. Riou: What would be the purpose of tabling this indefinitely? 

xviii. Dimitroff: Because the intent you laid out isn't cohesive with the language 

xix. Gold: I don't think it should be the job of the committee to rewrite the 
legislation 

xx. Love:Iconcur 

xxi. Houston: It needs to be overhauled 

xxii. Riou: We would have 3 days to clean it up before any committee meeting, the 
committee wouldn't have to clean it up 

xxiii. Vincent: Resources vs. Legalization of marijuana 

xxiv. Love: Not about the legalization of marijuana. Very bad first step. 

xxv. Vincent: To be honest, even with the 72 hour overhaul, I would make a 

motion to postpone this indefinitely until they have something to put before 
the committee 

xxvi. Wiseman: One thing to take into consideration is that it cant change intent in 
committee, it goes off of the intent 

xxvii. Vincent: Motion to postpone indefinitely, objected 

xxviii. Vincent: I am not trying to kill this legislation by any means. Its worthwhile if 
done correctly, a lot of unanswered questions, nothing about what was stated, 
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postpone indefinitely so that the authors can make it more like the intent, prep 
this for the assembly and committee moving forward. 

xxix. Gold: I am not arguing against steven, the intent can be found in the be it 
resolved, which actually goes with yalls intent, its just none of the whereases 
match up, it could be changed in committee 

xxx. Houston: I would argue, the first be it resolved that SG believes that it is not 
as addictive .... Lowest priority 

xxxi. Riou: As we believe, we cannot move to remove it from the list, if we believe 
that it should atleast be the lowest priority. We need resources to back up our 
whereas statements so that they help the legislation, we will put those in, the 
intention is solid 

xxxii. Dimitroff: I don't oppose this legislation at all if it is the intent that it stated, 
but the language doesn't match the intent, it mentions world leaders that have 

smoked marijuana, well Benjamin franklin had I 00 illegitimate children, does 
that matter? It had nothing to do with the intent. 

xxxiii. Das: We should fix those up before committee, shouldn't be the committees 

role, it's the authors role 

xxxiv. Love: IF you are indeed supportive of the legislation, you should let it go to 
committee so we can work it out 

xxxv. Vincent: I still see several unanswered questions, depth is lacking, no 
statements reflect the intent, skeptical on the legalization 

xxxvi. Love: I agree with you on the lack of data, police weren't answering their 
phone, I will be putting it back into 

xxxvii. Smith: I still don't understand why this cant go to committee? 

xxxviii. Vincent: My issue with this 

xxxix. Houston: RAs are trained to mitigate this 

xi. Recess, Out of Order 

xii. Motion to suspend the rules to postpone indefinitely 

xiii. Vote: Approved 

c. AR 37 - In Support of a Pre Orientation Emergency Response Module 

i. SG Works so fast that when they heard us coming they already had this in the 
works, they are on board. Add REV A as a sponsor 

d. AR 38- In Support of Online Voter Registration 

i. Billy Calve: Last fall, how hot it was, national election, hook the vote was on, 
had to get someone who was deputized to fill out your card, make sure it was 
legible, have someone to take it down. 
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ii, Sitting down and registering to vote in less than 2 minutes. 16 states. More 
registerees, more accuracy, less taxpayer money, college students using it in 
droves, making good use of it, proposed in the texas house, would need 

identification. HB 1313. As a body that supports civic engagement, its 
something that SG 

iii. Committed to legislative Affairs 

e. AR 39- In Support of the Participation of Center Directors in Promotion and Tenure 
Committee Discussions. 

i. Zhao: Im not the only author, I haven't run it by everyone who is going to be 
an author yet, Josh is also an author. This is the stuff that I have been working 
on, promotion and tenure committee in the college of liberal arts. Department 

chairs can speak on behalf of a faculty members, but the centers for ethnic 
studies only have directors, those people are not in the process and cannot 
speak on behalf of someone. This would include the center director, there are 
a bunch of facts from a report that says that ethnic studies programs are 
helpful for everyone 

ii. Committed to Academic Affairs 

f. AB 17 - Edits to the Internal Rules and Procedure 

i. I am not going to detail this edit by edit, many are common sense edits that 
reflect current practice, some of them haven't been edited since agencies were 
created 5 years ago 

ii. Agency directors are confused, director/executive staff reports 

iii. List of Recipients (Added the horn and TSTV) 

iv. Article 3 for post vote legislative process 

v. Article 4 Appointments, clearly spells it out 

vi. Prposed article 6- spending guidelines, orgs will have to uphold, repurcussions 

vii. Agencies: I wont go through each one, each agency gave their input on edits 
to their section, longhorn libertarians to hook that vote, politipalooza to 
advocacy director, broke up federal relations agency directors, only agency 
that is changing drastically is underrepresented students agency, because there 

is a lot of confusion over what a underrepresented student is. (diversity and 
inclusion agency) DECE Strategic partner 

viii. Internal affairs to rules and regulations 

ix. Last Article on 3rd to last page on the back side 

x. Student Community Coordinating Board, condensed to One Texas, a few 
other entity corrections, MEC, SVB (all name changes) 
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xi. Love: Are any of these changes super necessary versus others that are just 
cleanup, any dichotomy like last time, or just what we think would be good? 

xii. Metoyer: There are all recommendations that would bring us to current 
practices, up to date, wording as it exists now doesn't reflect our current 
practices, they did an incredible job consolidating and defining agencies but 
missed some cleanup. 

xiii. Love: So this is just catching the paper up to what is happeingng? 

xiv. Metoyer: Correct 

xv. Committed to Rules and a Regulations 

XIII. Announcements 

a. Milligan: Academic Affairs stay after for 2 minutes to submit a picture to LLAs 

b. Raza: LEI under DoS is taking application for LEAP Mentor and new position horns 
leading horns peer educator, encourage all of you to tell your friends to apply, 
application is due Friday march 22 

c. Pickei: Health policy and management major, there is a 2013 healthcare delivery 
system symposium sponsored by mccombs, should be in your inboxes 

d. WilsonL Tejas Club is partnering up with OJ Thursday 9LOO robert Jensen, 
pornography destroying masculinity in modern society, Metoyer highlight of my 
junior year, try to do it every year, tradition to partner with the tejas club, come out 
2600 rio grande. 

e. Vincent: UT Integrity Week, 11-2 tomorrow Gregory plaza 

f. Rlou: Set our meeting to hear internal rules Thursday 6-7 in SG office 

XIV. Second Roll Call 

XV. Adjournment 


