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Student Government Assembly Meeting 

December 4, 2012 

I. Call Meeting to Order 

II. First Roll Call 

III. Approval of Minutes 

IV. Guests 

a. Gina Gordon, Dr. Gale Stuart- Student Engagement in the Research University 

(SERU) Surveys 

1. SERU - Branded as share what you know with bevo, developed in 20122 by 

some students, proud of that brand 

11. What is the survey? Student experience in a research university, survey of all 

registered students, not a selected sample, will be sending out late jan or early 

feb, really important to the university because it covers a lot of imp01iant 

issues, only covers undergrads, takes 20-25 minutes, longer than the average 
survey 

u1. Covers academic, major quality, plans and aspirations, campus climate, how 

you are developing as students, we hope that you will remember to fill this out 
when it comes your way 

IV. National survey, we want to raise awareness 

v. The main reason you should care is because it talks about things that really 

impact you at the dy to day level, will use this to give advice to make 

improvements 

v1. Just looking at 2011 data, about half or respondents say that many of their 

classes are 100 percent lecture focused , trying to curb that 

VII. 91 percent agreed that they felt that they belonged at UT, we strive for 100 

percent 

v111. Certain things tha the college is doing - FIGS, signature courses, trying to 

find other ways to engage freshmen 

IX. What can you do to help? We came here because we need your help, im gonna 

turn this group into a focus group, we need your help 

x. In 2011 we received over 13,000, about 36 percent response rate, which is 

good, but we were one of the lowest rates of our comparison schools. We 

want to be better, so we asked Crystal and Thor to ask for advice on 

incentives. Its based out of UC Berkley, we have to give away things. In the 

past, Ipads, coop gift certificates, throw out some ideas for cool incentives, 

reasonably priced and legal, you are a representative group 
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x1. IDEAS: ACL Tickets, Laptops (APPLE), Microsoft Surface, Date With 

President Powers (Lunch, ask him questions) Bevo Bucks, ipad Mini with 

years supply of 3G wireless, Rounds at UT Golf Club, lunch for two at UT 

Club, HEB gift cards, Football tickets (we are working on that), signed 

football, amazon.com giftcards 

x11. If you have any more questions about the survey, utexas.edu/seru, look for our 

share what you know with bevo face book. Twitter account, twitter your ideas, 

talk to us about your ideas on any of these forums. Florida got a 70 percent 

response rate 

b. Drew Dudley - Everyday Leadership (virtual presentation) 

V. Open Forum 

a. Marc Hamli, Invest in Texas Key Points 

1. The area with UT's gun policy, allowing UT to dictate that. I know majority 

of students are anti gun, I want you to keep an open mind whenever I speak, 

another way to think, whether you are for or against, you can think about this 

11. When it comesto protecting the country, I am a veteran by the way, you want 

them to have the best equipment (body armor, weapons) and when you are 

being attacked you want to have the best vehicles, weapons (so you don't get 

blown up by IEDs) the best way to protect yourself is to control your 

environment and protect yourself. Its not wanting to have people who have 

weapons, but having the ability to keep yourself safe 

111. The bill has been going around and has been authored so that prior servicemen 

and women and police officers can be trained to carry weapons, we can 

respond correctly to the threat. 

1v. It has been going around the country how this bill is going to look and who 

can carry. This is written as keep us safe. WE have shooting incidences 

around the nation that are big time media things and go around the nation, 

people aren't thinking about the instances where people need to protect 

themselves and eachother. We have very few instances of active shooters, but 

the best opportunity to protect is to have more people to respond. When you 

get raped, the police aren't there to stop it. When there is a shooter, the police 

come as a responsive force, but a situation has already occurred. 

v. How do we keep eachother safe in this room? You want to lessen the 

restrictions so that you can allow someone to arm themselves with the proper 

tool to protect themselves 

v1. That's something to think about in this debate, it is unforntunate that there are 

evil people out there that want to harm you, but that is where the problem set 
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exists, and to counter that you need to quit hampering the people who can 
defend themselves in the event of this situation 

v11. Al-Aubiady: How can you make sure weapons are not reached by bad people 
or people with psychological disorders? 

v111. Hamli: A knife is the worst thing, its quicker to kill someones with a knife 
than with a gun from close range. When you apply for a cHL there are 
background checks. IF you have a red flag (psychological problems)) that is 
supposed to stop you. There are areas to stop those individuals. When it 

comes to buying a handgun and control that, that's easy, someone on east 
sixth can talk to the right individual and for 1,000 dollars get a weapon, they 
can even get a kitchen knife, it ' s the intent of the person, no their capabilities. 
My intention is to make sure myself and my peers are safe. If im a bad person 
I don't necessarily need a gun 

1x. Love: First, thank you for'your service, glad you came back to come to 
school. Y oure talking about guns on campus (concealed carry) and I think we 

all want safety on campus and im concerned with laws that might encourage 
drunken fratboys that might walk on campus with guns and say hey were 
allowed to do this, have you thought about that 

x. Hamli: That's a lot of peoples concerns. For one, you get a liscense, it looks 
like a drivers liscense. It's a lot harder to get this than it is to get your driver's 
liscense. If you are drinking and you get into a car you are probably going to 
kill more people than getting a CHL, the situation is already illegal and has 

harsh consequences. To get a CHL and carry a weapon, you go through a lot 

and you are trained to know when to carry and understand what situations to 
use it and understand the consequences. Another thing to talk about is 
maturity age, its 21 and over, by then you are a junior or a senior and wanting 
to get out, you are mature in age, similar to drinking age. 

x1. The demographic that I believe would carry (im a senior, veteran, im about to 
graduate, don 't feel the need to carry on campus) are younger females going 

to PCL late, going to West Campus (the amount of sexual assaults that occur 
on the demographic is worse) 

x11. Havalan: I may be incorrect but I believe that statistics show that having a 
weapon increases your chances of being harmed in a situation 

xm. Hamli: That's why I brought up the knife situation, that's very true, close 
quarter, when you are supposed to be prepare, you are putting yourself in 

these close proximity situations 

xiv. Leonard: Its against the law to carry your handgun while intoxicated 
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xv. Weinstein: I think Love was alluding to an incidence that happened this past 

year, a drunk guy shot a shotgun at a fraternity and nearly killed a responder, 
you don't always follow the Jaw when you are drunk, these things do happen 

xvi. Hamli: Technically I could walk into any frat or sorority house with my 
handgun, even though Im not living there they do not have a sign that says no 
weapons. Hunting culture, rifles, get rid of those (that's not going to happen) 

xvii. Hamli: Right now, as Jaw stands, I can walk around campus with my gun, I 
just cant go through a door. Guns are restricted on campus 

xvm. Redding: Because you mentioned the Invest in Texas policy, there are two 
questions here, the only policy we are talking about is that the university 
should be able to have its own policy, so that Texas A&M 

xix. Hamli: 46.03 

xx. Reddit: It was in response to the status quo 

xx1. Stewart: When we go back to the invest in texas legislation would that be an 
appropriate time to discuss that? 

xx11. Zhao: We can do it once legislation comes up 

xxm. Hamli: I will let you guys debate it, I didn't want to debate, I just want to arm 
you guys with a bit of factual information and challenge you to think about 
how students can keep an open mind in the conversation. 

b. Tasia Easlon, Same Stuff 

L The main target is going to be women, girls that live around campus, either 
going towards west campus or their dorms, they have more of a chance of 

being attacked, statistics say that more women have been assaulted. I was 
chased by a couple of homeless people who had cornered me, but it wouldn't 

11. Its for safety, it makes you feel safe. We are going towards helping women 
feel safe when they go home late night from the PCL 

11i. You have to be 21 in order to have a gun and a CHL, it will be illegal for an 

18 year old to have it in the first place, there aren' t going to be many people 
on campus with guns because not many people are 21, and its not like alcohol 
with fake IDs. And its not like if this passes people are going to be running to 
the store to buy guns. 

1v. Really like I said its just to help keep us safe and make us feel safe, we are not 
going to go around swinging it and saying oh look I have a gun 

v. LLA: You mention you have to be 21 to have a handgun and a liscense, but 
how does that target the younger demographic 
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v1. Tasia: It allows people to be armed, underclassmen wont have that priveledge 
but it increases the chances that a person will be around who can stop the 

situation 

c. Krishna Ruvella, ABSA 

1. On December 101
h we are holding an event called future minds, free food from 

7-10, 100 kids come to get food, I am extending an invitation here to get more 
word out to increase the diversity of attendance. McCombs Atrium 3rd floor 

11. Love: What is ABA and why are you doing this event 

n1. Ruvella: Asian business students association, we are doing this event because 
its hard to study when you are hungry, we are trying to help kids not be 
hungry 

d. Robert Love, Entrepreneurship 

1. Who went to the event on Thursday, the food was great OPEN BAR, 
cheerleaders were great, you got to see some great inventions, one of them 
was a camera that took 3d pictures, this weekend there was an 

entrepreneurship mixer, it went great, I would like to congratulate exec and 
Nick Spiller on following through with their promises 

e. Suspension of rules to hear AB 7 

1. Fuller: We had trouble passing this last week because we didn't have enough 
people, this will put the video address requirement in the 

11. Vincent: Benefits of a video as opposed to some other medium? 

n1. Fuller: Better way to connect with students, puts a face to a name, better than 

an email or something less personal , the video addressed have been 

tremendously successful 

iv. Wills: I have had students I had never met before come up to me and tell me 
that they saw the video and they enjoyed seeing what we were doing and want 

to get involved in SG, that's why we do it 

v. Passed by Roll Call Vote 

VI. Appointments 

a. Ali Raza - Liberal Arts Representative 

1. Fuller: Two weeks ago LAC held a vote for all of the members present, it was 

a write in vote, last name first name of whichever candidate they thought 
would replace me, there were four running, recived a bunch of applications, 
picked the best four, ali received the most votes 

11. Raza: I am a fourth year government and history major from El cam po Texas, 

its sad to see fuller go, he has done good things for the assembly, big shoes to 
fill, looking forward to fill this position 
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m. Love: What do you bring to the table? 

1v. Raza: We have LAASOs in LAC, want to get more input from them to see 

what initiatives they want to see and try and go from there. I want to push for 
recycling in west campus, I heard through the grapevine that that is being 
discussed, want to work on that 

v. I want to look at having a university core requirement where hopefully 
everyone would be required to take a course on social justice or diversity 

v1. Sworn In 

VII. Oath of Office 

VIII. Ex-Officio Reports 

IX. 

x. 

a. Michael Redding, Graduate Student Assembly 

b. Michael Morton, Senate of College Councils 

Deputy Advisor Repot1 

a. Marilyn Russell - marilynr@austin.utexas.edu 

Executive Rep011s 

a. Thor Lund, Student Body President - thorlund@utexas.edu 

1. Thanks to all who came out to the entrepreneurship event, it was really 
successful 

11. Higher Education Coordinating Board is really important, especially the issues 
they have discussed, are really important. This building, Gregory, Recsports 
and the Union were all built with student funds, imagine a campus without 
them, it would suck 

m. Thanks to the executive board for all of the help they have been, I wouldn't be 
here without them, they have been awesome, it has been a great first semester 

b. Wills Brown, Student Body Vice President - wkbrown@utexas.edu 

1. Thanks to Dean Lilly, Areceli, Tom Dison, and Gage Paine 

IL Movember: Its over, thanks for all who were involved, UT raised over 20,000 
dollars, awareness is going to be bigger and bigger over the years 

m. State of the 40 acres should be released Thursday or Friday. Gym hours, sure 
walk, im sports and invest in texas 

1v. Shoutout to representative fuller, he did a great job as a new representative, he 

proved himself to be a leader, I want to give a thanks to him, even though he 
isn't here 

c. Jordan Metoyer, Chief of Staff - jordan.metoyer@gmail.com 

1. Last Meeting of the semester: Agency Acknowledgements: Matt Havalan, 
Sandra Ogenche, Braydon and Maggie 
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11. Executive Board will be focusing on our goals as we move into the session, 
most of our focus will be on that. I want to thank Sunny Das, Wilson, 

Robillard, Raza, Gold, Al-Aubaidy, Vincent, Patel, and Zhao for singing up 
for invest in Texas. This is a team effo1t, we are going to make sure we work 
together to have a strong presence at the capitol 

m. SSB Student focus group is meeting on Friday, we have really great 
representation from current and former reps, the point of the focus group is to 

find out which students use the space and how it can cater to the first year 
expenence 

1v. The one committee that we need people to sit on is the safety committee, Josh 
Gold sits on it, if you have a stake in safety, come to those meetings, serve on 
it, do some research for it 

v. Round of applause for president and vice president, they have done a 
wonderful job, it has been a pleasure serving for them, more work to be done, 
thanks for what you have done so far, and keep up the great work 

d. Laurel Pugliese, Communications Director - laurel.pugliese@gmail.com 

1. Newsletter says that this meeting was in Jester, thanks for catching that 

11. Points - check your points, let me know if you have anything to add 

111. Outreach guidelines telll us the process for what happens next, I will get that 
ready for you 

1v. What can SG do for you - Have been getting the ball rolling, setting the 

timeline 

v. State of the 40 Acres is going to come out, set up the timeline for next 

semester (probably 3 videos) gotten great feedback from students, you can 
make videos for outreach points 

e. Nash Horne, External Finance Director - nasW1orne@me.com 

1. Orange Outreach - Working on the Orange Santa toy drive, on the website 
and face book 

11. I have a sample Christmas ornament that you can buy to benefit SG 

f. Nirali Shah, Internal Finance Director - nirali .shah@utexas.edu 

1. Happy Birthday Nash! 

11. My biggest announcement is that the spending round 3 deadline will be 
announce Friday, tentative date is Jan. 251

'\ you can start telling orgs that that 
is the deadline so they can plan over the break 

g. Taylor Ragsdale, Administrative Director - taylor.ragsdale@ utexas.edu 

1. I was going to give another exciting procedure presentation, but in the interest 
of time I will be doing that later, its about what happens after a committee 
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meeting meets and how administrators get legislation, Wesley Becky and I are 
working on a process, Committee chairs, please remember that if you have 
had a committee meeting, please send it to the clerks email no later than 
twelve hours before the meeting, whether or not there were changes, and if 
you don 't, the wrong piece is going to go to administrators, if there is anything 

you haven ' t sent, please do that. I will go into more details at the beginning of 
next semester. Please no google docs, properly formatted , make sure 

everything is formatted 

11. Tomon-ow afternoon exec is having a big planning meeting for next semester, 

welcome to join us from 3-4 in the conference room 

XI. Committee Repoits 

a. Academic Affairs - Robert Milligan - rlmilligan2@gmail.com 

b. External Affairs - Kori Rady - koriradyl35@gmail.com 

c. Financial Affairs - Sam Leonard - samuel.leonard@utexas.edu 

d. Legislative Affairs - Horacio Villarreal - hvillarreal27@gmail.com 

1. We met on Sunday and passed AR 22, fantastic job in signing up, for those 
who haven't please do, I will send another email out with that form, good job 

this semester and have a good break 

e. Rules and Regulations - Garrett Riou - garrettriou@yahoo.com 

f. Student Affairs - Josh Gold - jag518@utexas.edu 

i. Student Affairs met and passed AR 19, an amended version and will be voting 

on that soon 

XII. Executive Staff Reports 

a. Nick Spiller, LEA 

1. We had our first three events last week, they all went great, we announced 
student staff members at demo day, we met this weekend to plan, we had 

confounders speedating event which was really cool, we only have a few more 
things this semester, working on funding for entrepreneurship week, and 

meeting with some lawyers for entrepreneurship. Thanks for everything this 
semester 

b. Nate Roberts, LLA 

1. Christmas party for bonding 

11. Finishing up exec rotations 

111. Thanks for a great semester 

1v. WE have been working on a slogan for the LLA agency, and we have come 

up with Learning today, Leading tomorrow 

v. Next up will be the logo/emblem 
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XIII. Representative Reports 

a. Zhao (for Riou) 

i. Meeting Thursday at 6pm to discuss Election Code in the SG office 

b. Houston 

l. In the architecture school we have final reviews, I am under a large lack of 

sleep, open to the entire university, yall should come out 

c. Pickei 

l. Science reps have been working on creating a newspaper but we got a thumbs 
down, they loved the idea and we met with depa11ment chairs and heads, but 
right now we aren 't focusing on the vehicle for communication we are 
focusing on the problems with the college, Sasha Kopp the student dean is 
really busy, 5 classes, next semester will be 1 class, can work on those issues 

IL Working on restructuring Natural Sciences Council 

XIV. Old Business 

a. AR 19 - In Support of Healthy Vending Machines 

1. Gold: We originally tabled this until the others added some sources for their 
information, which they have done and just fixed some things to make it 

stronger and have a better purpose 

II. Kraut: Kenzie couldn' t be here tonight, she was the one meeting with Moore a 
lot, she has this under control, she has been on the ball with this, looking for 
support and a student driving force 

111. Pickei: Proud to say this idea was pushed by Texas Public Health, glad to see 
students are coming to SG reps with things 

IV. Metoyer: There have been a lot of conversations, have yall thought about the 
language with vending machines specifically? Have been talk of pods, not 
exactly a vending machine, but similar, don' t want language to be limiting, 

this is an amazing intiative, part of our platform 

v. Kraut: Claire is the one who is looking at this and working with the vendor 

v1. Gold: Do you think that the way it is written it makes it sounds like we are 
limiting it to vending machines? 

VII. Metoyer: Personally no, because the intention of the legislation is to be open 

to all options 

v111. Gold: Should we change machine to option? 

IX. Pickei: Canteen is using vending machines 

x. Kraut: We are specifically supporting her drive for these machines 
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x1. Gold: I am of the opinion that ifl was walking by and saw a vending pod, I 

would call it a vending machine, students really wouldn ' t care 

x1L Zhao: Has a suggestion you could leave it the way it is 

xu1. Ugeo: With pods they are like a convenient type store, centrally located, 

healthy options available, grab and go, like putting JCL in the SAC with only 

healthy options. Im not objecting to machines but I think we should look into 

pods as well 

xiv. Havalan: I think that is something that is outside the purview of this, it can 

stay as machines 

xv. Walker: We talked about this being a continuing thing and going beyond just 

these machines, we can explore that in the future, we didn't want to make this 

piece of legislation everything, just a start 

xvL Wills: It says Vice President Will (Wills) AMENDMENT 

xv11. Approved by voice vote 

b. AR 22 - In Support of the Invest in Texas Platform 2013 

1. Villarreal: Like I said earlier we met on Sunday, we had quorum, there were 

no amendments made to this legislation, collaborative effort of SG, GSA and 

Senate, a whole lot of research put into it 

11. Love: One thing that was brought up was the language of the guns, I know it 

lets the schools decide for themselves, you aren't supporting a change in the 

law, current .to the status quo? 

u1. Lund: I think its preemptive measure, we know it comes up every year and we 

want to send a message early, it ' s a dangerous precedent when the legislature 

mandates thing statewide, no fit model for every school I think it makes clear 

that that is what we want, not just the status quo 

1v. Love: That is the status quo, exact same policy 

v. Lund: We are trying to say we don' t want changes to that 

v1. MEtoyer: It ' s a preemptive measure, no bill on the floor now, its not to say 

something will not come out, there is a bill that seems like something could be 

tacked on to 

v11. Love: Would you consider a friendly amendment that adds that it is the status 

quo 

v111. Metoyer: Could you see it in the 1 pager? 

ix. Redding: Currently state law has exemptions for ce11ain areas, churches, 

universities, hospitals, what has happened in the previous legislature is several 

bills have been killed through various parliamentary tricks that would remove 
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those exceptions, this would change it so that the policy is changed so that the 
university decides, not the legislature. 

x. Love: Its sti ll the status 

x1. Aarons: This document is not making a stance over whether or not UT is in 

favor or opposed guns on campus 

XII. Gold: Motion to vote by roll call 

xm. Passes 

xiv. ADD EXEC AS AUTHORS 

XV. New Business 

XVI. Announcements 

a. Ferguson: Had our Christmas concert last week, come out for songs of the season, its 
lots of fun 

XVII. Second Roll Call 

XVIII. Adjournment 


