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Student Government Assembly Meeting 

October 25, 2011 

I. Call Meeting to Order: 7:05 

II. First Roll Call 

III. Approval of Minutes: Approved 

IV. Swearing in of Robert Love, Social Work Representative 

V. Guests 

a. Ivana Grahovac, Manager, Center for Students in Recovery 

1. I am an addict, and powerless over alcohol. I am the manager of the Center for 
Students in Recovery, a center that provides support, resources, education and 
outreach for students who are recovering from alcohol and addiction 
disorders. Its so exciting to be here because UT Austin is only on of 15 

schools that provides a place for students who are recovering from alcohol and 
other addictive behaviors. There has been a bunch of press in USA Today, 
Today Show, US News and World Report that drug related deaths have 
passed automobile accidents; death related to heroin has more than doubled. 

People need to go to school and get an education to make it in this world, and 
college campuses aren't really friendly to abstinence. You guys are really 
important in communicating that there are helpful resources for students who 
are struggling with recovery. I am going to have my students speak 

11. Kate- I am a recovering alcohol addict. I became addicted to alcohol and 
cocaine during high school and by the time I was 17 I was a daily drinker. I 
went to treatment, and by the time it came for me to go to college, I wasn't 

sure where I wanted to go. I got accepted into this really tiny liberal arts 
school in a small town. It was a disaster. The only thing to do on campus was 

to drink and use drugs. I tried to get meetings started and get support from 
staff and other students. The town was too small and there weren't many 
students seeking recovery, even though a lot of them needed it. I didn't have 

any resources to maintain my sobriety. It was scary being the outcast among 
my peers. I was just different. My mom had told me about this program at UT. 

Before I relapsed I applied to UT and I ended up getting in. My experience of 
being sober has completely evolved. I don't feel like an outcast. I feel like I fit 

in, especially at the recovery center. They want to stay sober for a long 
amount of time, and the have the same interests. CSR has given me 
opportunities to expand my sobriety. If I am not growing, I am regressing 
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lV. Mulugheta - You can still have student input with internal hires. If you have 
an internal candidate that meets the requirements, and, as Dean Lilly does, 
exceeds them, then you should consider an internal hire because it saves time 

and money 

v. Rosenthal - Is there a timeline? 

vi. Butler: I will tell you in my report 

VII. Ex-Officio Reports 

a. Graduate Student Assembly - Manny Gonzalez 

i. VPSA search process has begun, Natalie should have lots to say about that 

11. TP AC meetings are now in full force, there will be two a week until the end of 
the semester. Natalie will update you 

ni. GSA is dealing with taxation on tuition 

lV. We recently had round tables with SOCC Graduate councils to talk about 
problems they are having, we are working with Senate to collaborate on things 

that affect Graduate Students 

v. Trying to increase stipend levels for graduate student employees, especially 

since tuition is rising 

vi. In the middle of internal reform, we have about 119 seats within our 

assembly, on 60 of them are filled, it has been an on-going process, we are 
looking to changing it e op move to an assembly size like this, 30-50 

b. Cameron Allison, President, SEC 

i. Tomorrow night, the film committee will be showing The Shining 

11. Thursday, Texas Torment Haunted House, Union Ballroom 

lll. Thursday Night Cowboys and Aliens 6 and 9 pm 

lV. Monday the 31st is the Harry Potter Fest 

v. I hope to see you at the events 

VIII. Appointments 

IX. Deputy Advisor Report 

a. Melinda Sutton, Deputy to the Dean of Students - msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

I. The ESB applications were due last Thursday. We didn't have a great 
response, that will be extended to Thursday November 4•h, send it out 

to your contacts, selection committee will decide after that 

X. Executive Repo11s 
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x. Butler: If I want to learn more about the CSR, where would I go? 

xi. Ivana: Our website, which can be found on the Healthy Horns website 

x11. Fassio: Do you also help people who have developed addiction to stimulants? 

xni. Absolutely, stimulants, aderol, eating disorders, al-anon meeting 6:30 on 

Thursday nights 

xiv. Audience: Can students from other universities be involved in this? 

xv. Ivana: In our 12 step meetings, the community is always welcome, we make 

special circumstances for others, like Wiley, who are really dedicated, for or 

other groups 

xv1. Fassio: The only meeting that is open is the Tuesday meeting? 

xvn. Ivana: We have a Wednesday night meeting that's new, you can check that 

one out as well 

xv111. Kate: We have twelve-step meetings six times a week 

xix. Ivana: We don't have meetings Saturday night, because we have a double 

speaker meeting at the Lutheran church 

VI. Open Forum 

a. Daniel Hung, Students With Disabilities Agency 

1. I am the Agency Director for Students with Disabilities, we have an event 

tomorrow from 5:30-7:00 in Jes Al 15, it's a movie showing about aman 

who overcame turette's sydrome and eventually became 

b. John Horton - University Future First Responders 

1. I am the President, we are a service organization here at UT, we are sponsored 

by UTPD, we are starting the longhorn safety initiative on Nov. I during 

which we will be surveying UT students around campus about various safety 

concerns, we will put it all together at the end of the month and present it to 

UTPD, it's a good way to have student input heard. We were hoping it would 

be okay to pass it out to yall now 

c. Nicole Bernard and Christie Squiers - Orange Jackets 

1. Capture the Forty Acres is a totally awesome capture the flag tournament 

sponsored by Orange Jackets. We are currently having sign-ups. It's on 

November the 61
h 60 dollars for teams of six, money goes to Hope Settlement 

Home. Deadline is November I". Form is also on the face book group 

d. LaQuasha Burke - Delta Sigma Theta 
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1. Politipalooza will be Thursday at 6, please spread the word, civic engagement 
team has been working hard on this, 

11. Student Leader Summit is in the process of being planned, talk to your 

organizations now about sending delegates 

d. Sydney Fazende, Communications Director - sydneyfazende@gmail.com 

1. We tabled in the Jester Satellite office today, thank you so much if you 
volunteered, you should volunteer, awesome outreach opportunity 

11. I have sent all of you the google doc that has the contact information for the 
organizations that you are responsible for contacting, I will be working on a 
form email that yall can send out, will send it to you as soon as it is done, you 
don't have to use it, but it's a stai1ing point 

111. Get the word out about our awesome programs 

e. Madison Gardner, External Financial Director - jmgardner22\a)gmail.com 

1. Juicytai1 Fundraiser ends Monday, go after the meeting, hopefully we can 

finish strong 

11. Excellence Fund Applications are due October 31st at the end of the month, it 
is for social justice organizations and events to be granted money for their 

programs 

m. Will be tabling at the football games to sell the SG boots 

lV. Bastrop event was awesome, about 700 students, 35 organizations, interesting 
to talk to residents and hear their stories, we are hoping to do more things like 

that in the future, thanks to everyone who made it out 

f. Ilse Quijano, Internal Financial Director - quij.ilse@gmail.com 

1. Appropriations were passed by finance committee, thanks to all the reps who 
helped with interviews. They decided to appropriate 5,252 dollars. In the first 

round we appropriated a little over 7,000, so we will have allocated about 
13,000 total. We have 59 apply, 42 interviews. Andrew and I will be teaming 
up to do a spending workshop to help agency directors with spending rules 

g. Louis Armendariz, Administrative Director - louis.m.arm@gmail.com 

1. David Rivera will be gathering the scrapbook for everything going on in SG, 

will be working with Sydney to put it into the website, will include pictures 
for past and future events, SG history, OT clips. He needs more photos, a lot 

of you reps take pictures during the events, please provide that either to David 

or to my email, preferably his, at drivera2@mail.utexas.edu 
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11. Yuan: Sydney sent you a form to fill out prior to missing an SG meeting, fill it 
out, scan and attach, and send the form to IA, include attendance in committee 

minutes 

111. Make sure the LLAs take attendance in committee meetings, send those to 

Wes and Matt, they have been taking care of that 

1v. Martinez: AB3 - Change the time that legislation and agenda would be due 
by, right now it is midnight, but were moving it back to noon, that way it 

could be sent out to administrators 48 hours in advance 

v. Yuan: I move to appoint Janette and Ashley to the Campus-Wide general 
election code committee, which is discussing a common code for all campus 

elections 

v1. Carlson: Object 

v11. Carlson: I am not necessarily opposed to these appointments; I just think we 

should have a formal process, wait a week and have an application process. 
Plus, the assembly is in charge of election code, so I don't know if we should 
just haphazardly appoint an exec member. If we want to appoint an exec 
member, we can, but we should have a more formal discussion, since this 

involves transforming our disorganized process into a much more organized 
one 

vm. The reason we added Ashley is because she has been working on this 

committee from the beginning 

1x. Desai: Question for Mindy: Would we be missing out on anything by waiting 
a week? 

x. Mindy: The original thought of the work group was to have the 

recommendations done by the end of the semester, just needs to be 
implemented by the time elections come around in the spring, they want to 

meet next week 

x1. Carlson: Can you explain the structure of the committee? 

x11. Martinez: I haven't been working on it, Ashley has 

x111. Ashley: The committee started working in the summer, reps weren't here to 
work on it, they are discussing what changes can be made to the code within 

SG 

xiv. Carlson: Motion to postpone for a week, Abcrg seconds 

xv. Debate: 
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11. Pugliese: Online Directory has your personal information, and is an opt-out 

system, and a lot of students don't know it is there. We sent an email to the 
registrar to get details (whether it can be opt-in rather than opt-out) 

u1. LAC - 2"d edition of the liberator is out, it has good content. Sarah 

Weddington, Halloween Sluts, How to get out of College Debt. Dana Hennig 
has copies 

d. Kristin Thompson, UWIDE 

1. Financial Aid Committee met this week, I was the only student in attendance, 
despite there being several SG appointments. Even though Financial Aid 

Service has been moved under the provosts office, which has more to do with 
academic, I hope to bring the prospective of current students to the table, if 

you know anyone who has ideas or complaints, let me know, because they 
want student input. 

e. Matt Hicks, Chair of the Assembly 

1. Thanks for listening and asking a question of our speaker today, that is what 
we bring them in for. 

11. If you are going to be absent, make sure you email someone from IA, me or 
Wes 

111. I made some changes to my representative initiative outline after the meeting 
last week, I will pass out new ones, as well as send out a digital copy 

XIII. Unfinished Business 

a. AR 20- Supporting Necessary Measures to Accommodate the Needs ofECE 

Students 

1. Gaskin: ECE department no longer has a learning center or a place to use 

computers, they require specific software that is really expensive, alternative 
is to either use VMWare or to download the programs at your expense. Since 
VMWare is essential to all ECE students, we ask that it is installed on al 

public computers available to them. Since we are increasing the number of 
computers with YMWare, we also ask to increase the number of hosts 

11. Love: How many students are you talking about? 

m. Wendy Sepulveda: About 1200 students 

1v. Love: How have you been doing your work? 

v. Charles Douglas: We weren't aware that the center closed before we came to 

school 
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vii. The appropriations allotments marked with dates were approved after 
being fast tracked, the rest were committed to Financial Affairs 

viii. Martinez: Move to suspend rules to hear AB3 

b. AB 3 - Legislation and Agenda Date Changes 

i. Martinez: Internal Affairs worked with Wesley and Matt on this to determine 
the new timeline 

11. Committed to Internal Affairs 

XV. Announcements 

a. Butler: Please fill out these safety surveys, I will send these to the organizations, I am 

glad yall got to hear about the CSR, I am working on bringing in more guests, if you 
have ideas let me know, President Powers will be coming 

b. John Lawler: UAP met this afternoon, I serve as an appointment of SG's, they will be 
meeting Friday afternoon concerning parking meter plans. I met with Carisa Neitche 
and Natalie Butler this morning regarding a tuition legislation, will require work, if 
you are interested let me know 

c. Ragsdale: Wednesday 7pm GSB 2.124 State ofMcCombs Address by Dean Gilligan. 
Thursday at 5:30pm in Union Ballroom pres and CEO of southwest airlines. Fall case 
competition applications have been opened, teams of four, November 5-12'11 if you're 
interested in consulting 

d. Desai: I know everyone has tests and are stressed, pumpkin carving at 9pm at the 

Tejas house on Thursday Night, 2-3 people per team, it should be fun. 

e. Fazende: I wanted to talk about the outreach guidelines to clarify a few things. The 
governing documents say you need to attend the meetings of the organizations, but 

you still need to contact them, make sure you look over those guidelines, coordinate 
something with those organizations, working on getting points spreadsheet on the 

website. Internal Newsletter will have appropriated events, which count as outreach 
points, get internal newsletter items to me in the morning 

f. Butler: We will have Dean Musick here next week to talk about 4 year graduation 
rates, as well as Gretchen Ritter to talk about course transformation process, 
November 8'11 Powers will be here, working on scheduling CFO 

g. Rosenthal- I apologize I didn't talk about this at open forum, I don't know if you 

remember last week we had Color Cancer talk to us, I got my sorority involved, they 

want more organizations involved, when things go greek they go viral, if you are in a 
greek organizations, please consider it, if you have questions, I have information and 


