
Minutes for March 30, 2010 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order - 7:03PM 

11. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes - March 23, 2010 

IV. Guests 

V. Open Forum 

a. Muneezeh Kabir 
i. GSC Speaker on Thursday 
ii. Muslim LGBT Activist 
iii. 7PM Main 212 

b. Sydney Fisher - UT Libraries 
i. Congratulations to Assembly 
ii. Rash of Thefts from PCL lockers 
iii. Tell friends to check lockers 
iv. Don't put textbooks or anything expensive in lockers 
v. Adding 70 tabletop outlets on 2nd floor of PCL 
vi. Fill out library survey if received - YOU CAN WIN AN 

IPAD 
vii. Next Thursday Aviva Vos - 81

h annual celebration of 
latino and latin culture 7-9 on April 81

h will send out 
email 

viii. The Laptop program is being discontinued due to 
lack of funds to repair broken laptops and buy new 
laptops. Encourages the assembly to work with the 
UT Library system to find funding for laptops 

c. Ismail Mouihidduin 
i. Who likes Indian people? 
ii. ISA talent show on Wednesday April 3rd at Hogg 

Auditorium. 
iii. 5 dollar tickets, expecting to sell out 
iv. If you want to buy tickets, let him know 

d. Chase Covington - CMS 
i. Center for Asian American Studies 
ii. Friday April gth at 1 :30 there is a forum called the UT 

Ten for all student leaders to hear about CMS 
e. Cecilia Lopez - LEI 



VI. Ex-Officio Reports 

i. Final Deadline for Student Leadership Team is this 
week. Check out the website Utlei.com. Deadline is 
Thursday at 5PM, encourage all UT leaders to apply 

f. Matt Portillo - Student Friends of the Cactus Cafe 
i. Voting on AR41, please vote yes. 
ii. Cactus has so much educational potential 
iii. We need to set the precedent now that the UT 

administration needs to listen to students when they 
express their opinions, especially in the Student 
Affairs sector 

g. Julianna Murphy - Staff Member 
i. Encourages representatives to vote for AR41 
ii. Thank you for crafting the legislation, students really 

support it 
iii. UT campus gets a lot of respect for having the 

Cactus Cafe 
h. Zach Bidner - Student Friends of the Cactus Cafe 

i. Next Tuesday at 7:30 they're screening a film 
called University Ink and having a panel 
discussion 

i. John Woods - Students for Gun Free Schools 
i. Meeting Thursday - Guest Speaker and Raffle. 

6PM in Burdine 220 
j. Zack - Become a Disease Detective 

i. Student Organizational Outreach 
Committee 

ii. Need volunteers for Health Fair on the 5th and the 
7th. Lots of events, speakers and free food, free books, and 
free bags 

iii. Questions? ddstudentorgoutreach@eamil? 
k. Jeremy Yager - Udems 

i. Tomorrow Night Udems is hosting an info session 
on the Health Care Bill in Gearing 100 at 7:00 What the 
Health 

I. Haley Gillespie 
i. Thanks for having AR41 and hopefully it will pass 
ii. There are a lot of students here who support the 

cactus 
m. Raj Peddaghari 

i. Tomorrow from 10:30- 2 in kinsolving free 
health screenings, blood pressure, blood glucose 

A. Graduate Student Assembly - Daniel Spikes, Manny Gonzalez 
i. Congratulations to newly elected SG officers 
ii. Thanks for your work 



iii. Introduction to Manny Gonzalez 
iv. Manny looks forward to working with us 
v. Graduate Hall Coordinator in Simkins 
vi. Doctoral Student in Higher Education Administration 
vii. GPA - April 5th utgraduatestudentassembly.org 
viii. Monday - Ice Cream Social in Gregory Gym from 2-4 
ix. Wednesday - Bowling in Underground 
x. Friday - Legislative Summit with GSA members and 

legislatures 

B. Senate of College Council 

C. Student Events Center 

VII. Appointments 

VIII. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

IX. Executive Reports 

i. Congratulations on a successful and productive year, 
please come by and visit us in the SG office 

ii. Looking forward to working with the new officers 
iii. In the next few weeks you should be receiving an 

email from me asking about the experience students 
are having in legislative organizations and how the 
staff can serve SG and senate better. Please 
complete the questionnaire and return it. 

A. President: Liam O'Rourke- orourke.liam@gmail.com 

B. Vice President: Shara Ma - shara.ma@austin.utexas.edu 

L. Thank you for being great representatives, I have enjoyed working with 
you this year 

c. Executive Board - Entire Exec Board 
i. Student Athlete Panel on Tuesday April 13th at 6:30, 

right before the SG meeting 
ii. Will break down the myths and realities that people 

believe about student athletes 
iii. Please come out 
iv. Let Natalie Butler know if you are interested 
v. Register for the Longhorn Run 
vi. Next Week at 6:00 before the SG meeting will be the 

official swearing in of new representatives 
vii. Sunday April 18th at 3:00pm will be the State of the 

Student Body in San Jacinto Multipurpose Room 



X. Agency Director Reports 

viii. Week of Giving is the week before the Leadership 
Reunion. 4:00 - 6:00pm is the student leadership 
reunion. 

I. Lelani - Disabilities 
i. Awareness wasn't a big issue, but support was. 

Students feel alienated 
ii. Working together to build infrastructure for disabled 

students, including a blackboard group 
iii. Bi-annual forum for disabled students 
iv. Working on putting together a hand-out and reading 

material to help students with disabilites confront 
teachers 

II. Louis from FLO 
i. Taylor and Kate: Annual Community Service: 

FLOJECT at a local nursing home. Maggie Johnson 
Center on April 24th_ Landscaping, Painting, and 
Renovating the back patio. 

ii. Background on the nursing home: It is a big family, a 
really loving, tight-knit community. The workers go 
above and beyond to help the residents. The place is 
rundowns 

iii. Thursdays at 6pm, join us. 

XI. Representative Reports 

A. Council Reports 

Ill. Anna Russo - Women 
i. Wednesday April 
ii. DDCE is trying to start a relationship 

with the national teen dating abuse 
hotline. There is a training session to 
be an operator in May. Let Anna Know 
if Interested 

IV. Jana Thompson - Out of State Student 
Affiars 
i. Student Panel 

V. Hayden Lawson - Students Hooked on Texas 
i. Week of Giving - If you have 

philanthropies plese Table 
Wednesday April 14th, email her 

VI. Milam Miller- Organizational Outreach 
i. Compiled a list of over 100 

organizations and helped open up line 
of communication 

ii. Help student organizations be added 
to the list, let them know 

I. Emily Benigno Business 
Engineering v. Business Week is this week! 



XII . 

II. John Lawler & Chase Covington - COLA vs. Comm Council 
i. LAC elections going on 
ii. See Chase Covington for flyers over COLA v. Comm Council 
Week 
iii. AR48 had mixed reviews 

a. 
B. Committee Reports 

1. Finance - Amanda Lopez 
i. Not Done Yet - 2pm on Sunday to review scholarship applications 

2. External Affairs - Andy Jones 
i. No matter what committee you are on, be enthusiastic about it, 
and thanks for allowing him to serve 

3. Internal Affairs 
4. Student Affairs 
5. Academic Affairs 
6. Legislative Policy 

n Support of Maintaining the Character of the Cactus Cafe 
i. Resolution is Straight Forward 
ii. There is no avenue for graduate student input in the 

SEC plan 
iii. Calling upon the SEC proposal and pointing out 

shortfalls 
iv. Relevant to Students, and a great resource. Staple of 

Texas Musical Heritage. It is great PR and it cannot 
be wiped clean, but bui lt upon. 

v. Chad Stanton: Possible revision of paragraph 5 
because the current management is obviously not 
working 

vi. Woods: Not necessary, this provides for some 
changes. Besides, as the Texan reports, the Cactus 
profited last month 

vii. Rosen: Where are the sources? 
~Passed Amendment One 
1x. Second Amendment was objected by Woods 
x. Portillo: it is important that students send the 

important message to the Administration that the 
student body needs to be consulted before major 
decisions like this that affect so many students are 
made. He suggested that Dr. Gonzalez surveys the 
student body and has open forums 

xi. This is a call for the Office of The Vice President of 
Student Affairs to survey students, almost as if a vote 
for whether or not students want the Cactus Cafe 
closed. Woods feels like it would be used as a cover 
in which the Vice President of Student Affairs goes 
against what SG says because of the result of a 
campus wide survey. 



xii. Lawler: Even if that happens, it is important to get the 
student body input. It is not necessarily a vote, but 
just a form of input 

xiii. Gardener: Because of the lack of interest and the 
lack of voting people, it may not reflect what the 
student body actually wants 

xiv. Stanton: This would not hurt the Cactus Cafe, 
because it will give people a reason to find out more 
about what is being decided on, It will help the 
Cactus Cate have more of a presence on Campus 

xv. Ferraro: Low participation with fewer people that vote 
one way or the other than that voted to elect us. Our 
job is to serve as the official voice of students, and 
what we say is supposed to represent the student 
voice, and if we add this amendment, it is adding a 
contradictory statement 

xvi. Bunch: Biggest complaint as a Board member is that 
student input was not sought: Wording can be 
changed to opinion, input, rather than survey. It will 
make his job as a Board Member easier 

xvii. Jones: Move to amend the amendment to say 
"obtain the opinion of the student body" 

xviii. Amendment was Amended to say "obtain" 
xix. Woods: What this amendment is asking for is a good 

thing, but it is complicated. It is important that we 
make sure it is seen how it is done 

xx. Amendment 2 has passed '/-e\-oed 
xxi. Approved by unanimous consent 

B. AR 43 In Support of Gender Equity at the University of Texas at Austin 
i. This legislation paints the picture about whats going 

on on campus with gender equity using the Final 
Report of the Gender Equity Task Force and 
suggests 

ii. Talarico: Friendly Amendment: Remove the zero in 
the second whereas and the ten in the third whereas 
and add quotations after the second whereas 

iii. Woods: Add as Sponsor 
iv. Tyler Rosen: No quotation mark on the second 

whereas, because it is an imbedded quote 
v. Woods: A lot of this bill is quotes from the single 

source, possibly consider compiling it into one 
whereas 

vi. Lopez: It is the only source because it was the 
original research, but future reports will be made 

vii. Stanton: If its recommended by the University, it is 
okay to base the legislation off of the report 

viii. Seo: Since there are only two pages listed, why don't 
you just compile them into two cites 

ix. Rosen: Amend the sources into two sources rather 
than seven 

x. Amendment passed 



( ) 

xi. Woods objected 
xii. Bunch: I understand that a lot of the bill is quoted 

from the report, but the report is very important and 
needs to come to the public attention because little is 
known 

xiii. Woods: This is a good bill, and I understand you 
wrote it in this style to get the assembly to sit down 
and read it and debate it. If you quote a single source 
and it makes up a significant portion of the document, 
it is considered plagiarism, but I am concerned about 
its current form 

xiv. Kabir: The report is only focused on faculty and staff , 
which is why the resolution is focused on supporting 
a better climate for UT faculty and staff. 

xv. Woods: I understand and agree, but according to 
standards of writing, this is technically plagiarism 

xvi. Russo: As someone who daily encounters women 
and gender studies, it has become a big issue, and 
the student body needs to support the female staff at 
UT 

xvii. Bill Passed 

c. AR44 - In Sup150ft of Changing University Policy to Allow Political Sign 
Placem·ent During State and Federal Elections 

i. We encourage the university to allow political sign 
placement during local and state elections to allow 
free speech and political discourse. It also 
encourages the university to look at the policy 
carefully and decide whether or not it needs to be 
changed, because it violates state law. 

ii. Seo: If this is a contradiction to state law, why is it still 
implemented 

iii. Rosen: In order for the rules to be changed, the 
University has to sit down and look at the policy. If 
not, law suits would be necessary, but would rather 
not be used 

iv. Jones: reiterating Seo's question 
v. Rosen: The issue hasn't been brought up. The law is 

seen differently by the Secretary of the State and the 
University Attorneis. We agree with the Secretary, 
because the law explicitly states protocol 

vi. Rosen: Two Amendments: Add Jimmy Talarico as a 
sponsor and the amendment about window 
placement 

vii. Woods: Some of the language in one of the Be it 
Further Resolved is kind of harsh, but has it been 
changed? 

viii. Rosen: I toned it down before presenting it to the 
Assembly 

ix. Talarico: "Bet it further resolved" amended to "Be it 
further resolved" 



x. Woods: Can we strike the be it further resolves that 
mentions launching an investigation 

xi. Rosen: I feel it is necessary for the issue to be 
investigated 

xii. Amendment failed 
xiii. Talarico: Change the wording of the third to last be it 

further resolved to change the wording from "full 
investigation to be launched" to "Task force to be 
formed" 

xiv. Amendment passed 
xv. Stanton: Amendment to strike "and the resulting 

contribution to the continued degradation of our 
country's political discourse" 

xvi. Amendment passed 
xvii. Bill Passed 

D. AB 18 - Referendum on Modifying the Checks and Balances between the 
Assembly and Executive Board 

i. Woods: Explaining amendment 
ii. Woods: This assembly needs to vote on this bill and 

not "kick the can" to the next assembly. It has a lot of 
important parts to it. There is only one GSA 
representative, and ii should be easier to fill those 
seats, and this allows it to. 

iii. Castetter: You hit the nail on the head a little earlier. 
The assembly has not investigated this bill enough to 
pass it now and, because it is changing our 
constitution, it needs to be investigated more in depth 
as election reform was. I supported and wrote the 
Speaker of the Assembly legislation, but the 
Assembly needs to look more into this, because a 
watered down version of this is not a good idea 

iv. Jones: Is it possible at this juncture to split the 
resolution between the Grad School problem and the 
Speaker issue into two separate bills? 

v. 3 minute Caucus to discuss the issue 
vi. Ferraro: We have had access to this for several 

weeks, and it only changes because it would remove 
the vice president with a 213 vote of the assembly. It 
does all the good things because it achieves the 
checks and balances, and we need a new system to 
get Grad School representatives. It wouldn't take 
effect until the assembly after next 

vii. Lopez: We can allow next years assembly to look 
over this issue for an entire year 

viii. Woods: This bill has been before the assembly for a 
long time, and it was unanimously passed through IA. 
A full Speaker of the Assembly would cut the 
Executive Board free of the assembly, but this bill 
gives the assembly a way to check the power over its 
own rules. Don't let the perfect be the enemy of the 
very awesome 



XIII. New Business 

ix. Lawler: Advocate for awesomeness and reform, but a 
lot of these issues deals with large technicalities. This 
should be set aside for next years assembly, so that 
this issue can be reassessed and reviewed by next 
year's assembly 

x. Lewis: Put to previous question 
xi. Reconsidered the GSA part of the bill 
xii. None of the bill passed 

A. Fast Track Vote - AR 46: In Honor of Roger Waguespack 
I. A few technical changes 
II. Fourth Whereas, what office? 
III. In second whereas, change accountant (not capitalized) but 

capitalizing Office of Budget Office and adding "The Student 
Government of the University of Texas into the third to last 
Whereas 

IV. Vote to be fast-tracked, passed 
V. Woods: Change "He" to "Roger Waguespack" 
VI. Rosen: Capitalize All Whereas 
VII. Approved by unanimous consent 

B. Fast Track Vote - AR 47: In Support of the creation of the Basic Access 
and Accountability Liaisons Student Advisory Committee 

i. Woody: Two chambers will help achieve success 
where if one fails, the other will ensure success 

/) ii. Castetter: How long will this entity last and how will 
~ its performance be rated? 

iii. The performance of SAC will be evaluated by the 
assembly 

iv. How will this SAC be funded? 
v. COC attached to the BAALSAC 
vi. Funding by Appropriations, Retreat into the Assembly 

if no funds 
C. Fast Track Vote - AR 48: In Support of the Collegiate Housing and 

Infrastructure Act 
i. Gives tax deduction to non-university owned housing 

to allow those tax deductions to go to safety 
upgrades 

ii. Rosen: Explain controversy? 
iii. Danielle: She didn't know there wasn't any 

controversy 
iv. In COLA, they were confused and believed that it 

would go more towards Greek houses rather than 
COOPs 

v. Danielle: Nowhere in the wording does it say Greek 
Housing, it says non profit housing not owned by the 
university 



XIV. Announcements 

vi. Lawler: Would it be any funds donated to the 
housing, or just those that are made specifically for 
safety increases? 

vii. The bill excludes non-safety usages of the money 
viii. Talarico: Uncapitalize the C in Congressional in the 

first be it resolved 
ix. Nathan Schulze: College affordability is extremely 

important to students. This piece of legislation will 
make college more affordable without costing the 
University anything. There is a disparity in the tax 
code that allows donations made to colleges to be 
used for safety enhancements to be tax deductible, 
but not for not for profit student housing. These 
donations need to be tax-deductible for non
university sponsored student housing. 

x. Lawler: I do not think the off campus housing 
locations need to be added to tax-exempt status 
because they do not fit the profile of "tax-exempt" 
organizations. It shouldn't happen because off 
campus housing does not fit the profile of a charitable 
organization 

xi. Bunch: Many fraternities are non-profit qualified 
xii. Talarico: What kind of donations are typically given to 

COOPs or other non-profit things? What are some 
reasons for fast-tracking? 

xiii. Nathan Schulze: Not familiar with COOP housing 
systems, so I am unsure of what kind of donations 
they receive, but I am aware of religious housing that 
does receive donations. 

xiv. Bill Passed 

a. Natalie Butler 
i. Apply by April 9th to work on party on the Plaza 

committee. Partyontheplaza.com 
ii. Not a huge lime commitment but a great experience 

b. Scott Parks 
i. Get the applications out for appointments 

c. Alex Ferraro 
i. Texas Ventures is recruiting, contact Alex Ferraro 
ii. It has been a pleasure serving with all of you, I love 

you all, even though there are some of you I don't 
love, and cheers 

d. Muneezeh Kabir 
i. Sunday at 5:30pm is a parli pro informal meeting 

NOA 1.026 
e. Andy Jones 

i. Blood Drive 
ii. Charlie Brown Show 



XV. Second Roll Call 

XVI. Adjournment 9:34 

f. Nathan Bunch 
i. Last meeting for three years 
ii. Pleasure working with you all 
iii. Congrats to everyone 
iv. LLAs please stay involved 

g. Jesse Hernandez 
i. Apply Texas Committee 2 year term, contact with 

ideas 
h. Madison Gardener 

i. Rez Week at Gregory Plaza all week long 
1. Carly Castetter 

I. Thanks for a wonderful year 
11. Matt Daley has her rules of order 

J. Matt Portillo 
i. Its been a blast getting to know all of you 
ii. He made some cute signs 
iii. This year has been a blast 
iv. Really looking forward to being a UWIDE rep 
v. Outgoing people stay involved 

k. Adam Rosen 
i. Concealed Carry Liscenscing Class on April 17th. Any 

UT students and faculty are able to be licensed over 
the age of 20. It is a good way to become informed. 
Chlclass.com if interested, 45 dollars 

ii. Woods: I encourage you to take that class 
1. Chad Stanton 

i. Its been cool. You stay cool student government 
m. Shara Ma 

i. Showdown is May 81
h, please come and watch. There 

will be facebook invited. If you want to play and 
you're a girl, the first practice is Saturday at 4 at 
Clark Field 

n. Jake Lewis 
i. If you are offended by me, please leave 
ii. MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


