
Minutes for February 02, 2010 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order (7:03) 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes - January 26, 2010 

IV. Guests 

A. Nicole Weber, Nutrition Peer Educator - Sleep Presentation 
i. Introduction by Justin Stein 
ii. Sleep Myths and Facts 
a. Not good to pull all nighters 
b. 7.5 - 8 hours is ample sleep time 
c. Best to get 6+ hours of sleep 
d. Smoking/Drinking just before sleep does not provide restful sleep. 
e. Studies in rats show sleep deprivation has similar effects of food 

deprivation 
f. Sleep deprivation causes several other health problems 
iii. Sleep tips: 
a. Healthy balanced meals 
b. Drink lots of water 
c. Exercise regularly 
d. Take study breaks 
e. Bed is for sleeping and sex 
f. Don't exercise 2-3 hours prior to sleeping 
g. Avoid Caffeine before bedtime 

V. Open Forum 
A Daniel Jane Miller (Student, Cactus Cafe) 

i. Closing of Cactus Cafe 
ii. Misrepresentation of student opinion 
iii. Call for push to save the Cactus Cafe 

B. Adam Gates (Student, Cactus Cafe) 
i. Architecture Representative in 06-07 
ii. A lot of people are hurt by closure of Cactus Cafe 
iii. Problem can be solved without closing the Cafe 
iv. Needs to be more chances for students to share the stage with the 
musicians of that stage 
v. Student Government needs to address this issue 



C. Kieran DiEmiano 
ii. Build up of St. Johns Neighborhood 
iii. Feb. 27, 9:00-5:00 
iv. utproject.org 
v. Spread the word 

c. Michael Beauman (Student, Cactus Cafe) 
i. Informal Classes does serve the students 
ii. People who made the decision to close the Cactus Cafe and Informal 
Classes were severely mistaken 
iii. Cactus Cafe and Informal classes are chances for us to bring experts in their 
perspective fields to UT 
iv. All types of learning should be encouraged on campus while we have that 
chance 

D. Hayley Gillespie (Student, Cactus cafe) 
i. Closure of Cactus Cafe, an iconic place, is a terrible decision 
ii. Cactus Cafe is a world famous venue 
iii. ACL would not exist if it weren't for the people who originated in the Cactus 
Cafe 
iv. Blame needs to stop being passed 
v. Student representatives on the Union Board need to attend the meetings on 
Feb. 4th and 5th and save the Cactus Cafe 

E. John Woods, Students for Gun Free Schools 
i. Last Thursday's meeting was disrupted by a fire alarm 
ii. Everyone is invited to come to the next meeting, Thursday, 6PM, Burdine 
220 
iii. Save the Cactus Cafe 

F. Santo Brocado (Holdup for Haiti) 
i. 150,000 dead in Haiti, many children going hungry 
ii. holdupforhaiti.com 
iii. Raise money for American Red Cross and Feed the Children 
iv. Disch-fal k Field, 9 oclock, Saturday 
v. Trying to raise 15,000, looking for a generous donor to match 

G. Ricky Stein (Student and Musician): Cactus Cafe 
i. Concerns need to be addressed by two representatives from Union Board 
ii. Liam O'rourke: These questions will be addressed, waiting for right time 
iii. Chad Stanton: If the cafe is saved, there needs to be more student 
involvement 
iv. Andy Jones: Cactus Cate is not a cash bar, it would become especially 
lucrative 

H. Matt Portillo (Cactus Cafe) 
i. Talking to friend in School of Music 
ii. During his orientation, he stumbled upon a show in the Cactus Cafe, and that 
was a selling point for him 
iii. The Cactus Cafe is a student interest that should be invested in because it 
has the ability to attract students interested in the Arts 



I. Sherry Mendel (Alumni, Informal Classes) 
i. Decision was made quickly, not enough information 
ii. Informal classes can be profitable, as well as the Cactus 
iii. There was no plan it was just put on the dropping block 
iv. The Cactus Cafe is vital to Music Education 

VJ. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly (Daniel Spikes) 
i. All graduate students need to respond to climate survey to be sent out to all 
Graduate Students 
ii. Student Parents initiative meeting 

B. Senate of College Councils (Katina Rajunov reporting for Lauren Ratliff) 
i. General Assembly, Thursday February 11th 
ii. Appropriations Applications deadline february 11th 
iii. Sorry she couldn't be here tonight 
iv. laurenratliff@yahoo.com 
v. UGS Council was taken off the table by the UGS 

president 

C. Student Events Center 

VII. Appointments 

VIII. Deputy Adviser Report 

A Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 

IX. Executive Reports 

A President: Liam O'Rourke- orourke.liam@gmail.com 

1. Union Board - Cactus Cafe and Informal Classes 
i. Take extra time tonight to answer any questions 
ii. A lot more thought went into this decision than believed 
iii. There are several misconceptions 

a. General Misconceptions 
i. Representatives were elected to represent students 

the best they could. They did the best they could with the 
information they had 

ii. The Union Board did not vote on this. They simply 
made recommendations 

iii. This is just one time money. It is actually a recurring 
commitment 

iv. This was not a complete budget issue. It was more a 
decision about (although it was a budget issue in 



some ways) but for the next 3 years we are looking at 
no new money. Over the next 3 years, we are looking 
at over 6% cut over 3 years on student services. It is 
a money issue, but we don't go through the budget 
and just cut, it took lots of decision making. 

v. It will not cease to be a music venue. We would like 
to see more student usage of the place, particularly 
student musicians. This was not an easy decision by 
any means. We were faced with budget cuts 

vi. This is an opportunity to increase student 
management of the Union 

b. Timeline of decision making 
i. Student Services budget committee have been looking at legislature 

and feedback on tax return and the future looks bad. They have 
been looking for merit increases that don't hurt the core services of 
the university. 

ii. At last weeks board meeting, the board reviewed several different 
options, and the students even came up with different options. 

iii. Is the cactus cafe going to become McDonalds? No. Ten percent of 
the Union, according to IRS rules, can be given to third party 
venues. We are at the upper limit. This decision with increase 
student access to the venue music. Student artists lack access to 
the Cactus. 

iv. Why Informal Classes? They immediately started looking at hours of 
the building. Labor at night is cheaper. That would cut into the 
revenue from the third party vendors. Cutting hours was not an 
option. The next option was cutting funding to the Student Events 
Center. If you look at their budget compared to schools of our size, 
they are doing a lot with a little. 

v. Jobs. Jobs are directly affected by the decisions made. No jobs 
were lost in the cutting of the Cactus Cafe and Informal Classes. 

vi. During these tough financial times, the next three years will be 
extremely difficult 

vii. The Texas Exes Alumni Center has offered to create dialogue over 
the housing of the Cactus Cafe. This is not the best decision, 
because it does not preserve the authenticity of the Cactus Cafe. 

viii. Dialogue is still open. 
ix. Nathan Bunch: If the Cactus is closed, the space is going to be 

reserved for reservations by student organizations. There will be 
dialogue over which organizations will get priority 

c. Question answer session 
i. Cafe supporters stressed the importance of keeping the cactus cafe 

open 
ii. Financial reasons for closing the Cactus 

B. Vice President: Shara Ma - shara.ma@austin.utexas.edu 



c. Executive Board 

1. Appropriations 
a. Applications due Thursday 
b. Please sign up to help with interviews 

2. Hold up for Haiti - please volunteer! 
a. This Saturday 10:30am - 3:00pm 
b. Meet at Disch-Falk baseball field parking lot 

3. Agency Directors - please set up meeting with Natalie if you haven't 
already 

X. Agency Director Reports 

A. Louis Armendariz (FLO) 
i. Introduction of FLOER, Crystal 
ii. Thursday meetings in Glenn Maloney 6PM 
iii. IM basketball Sunday, Gregory Gym, Sunday at 10 
iv. FLOERS are attending Hold up for Haiti 
v. FLOJECT will be discussed at Thursdays meeting 

B. Anna Russo (Womens Resource) 
i. Week of Women (February 151h) Vagina Rally, Dildo 

Diaries, Screening of The Line, Roller Derby Girls at 
Tejas Coffee 

ii. Vagina Monologues Rec 2.104 

C. Volunteerism (Debra) 

D. Lorenzo (LRA) 

XI. Representative Reports 

i. Unless you are flying to Haiti on Saturday, your butt 
better be a Holdup for Haiti 

i. DC trip 
ii. Applications will be sent this Thursday 

A. Andy Jones (External Affairs) 
i. What do you want from Student Government? 
ii. Big Piece of Paper 
iii. 11-2 tomorrow and Thursday in West Mall 

B. John Lawler (Liberal Arts) 
i. John Meechum, editor of newsweek will be on 

campus 
ii. LAC Council applications are due in two days 
iii. Committee for Cactus Cafe 
iv. TSA president is excited that UTSG is interested in 

getting involved with the TSA 
v. 

C. Jason Wang (UWIDE) 
i. Asian American Alumni are successful 
ii. Betty Nguyen, CNN anchor 



iii. Tons of money with Asian American Alumni 

D. Finance 
i. Sign up to Interview for Appropriations 
ii. 3PM in SG office on Sunday 

E. Alex Ferraro (UWIDE) 
i. Get group together to discuss the Cactus Cafe 

F. Steven Goelke (Geosciences) 
i. Wants student in Geosciences interested in running 

for Geosciences rep 
G. Alex Greenburg (Business) 

i. Thursday 5:30- 6:30 President of Livestrong 

H. Council Reports 
I. Committee Reports 

1. Finance 
2. External Affairs 
3. Internal Affairs 
4. Student Affairs 
5. Academic Affairs 
6. Legislative Policy 

XII. Unfinished Business 

A AB 13: Redefining the Student Government Endowments 
i. Approved unanimously by Roll Call 

B. AB 14: Redirecting the Profits of The University of Texas Boot Sales 
i. Approved unanimously by Roll Call 

C. AR 33: In Support of the Acceptance of Bevo Bucks by Parking and 
Transportation Services 

XIII. New Business 

i. Few rewordings and capitalizations in committee 
ii. Getting PTS to accept Bevo Bucks 
iii. Jones: Why doesn't everything that I have to pay 

money for at UT take Bevo Bucks? 
iv. Azemi: I have the same question 
v. Approved by unanimous consent 

A AB 15: Referendum in Support of the Creation of a Speaker of the 
Assembly 

i. Ferraro: Does the speaker have a vote? 
ii. Castetter: Yes. We would not want to take away their 

vote. 
iii. Ferraro: Are committee chairs not going to be able to 

vote? 
iv. Castetter: No they wouldn't 
v. Committed to Internal Affairs 

B. AB 16: Changes to the Bylaws 



C. AB 17: Changes to the Internal Rules 
D. AR 34: In Support of Proactive Solutions to Disability Issues 

XIV. Announcements 

A. Andy Jones 

i. Ferraro: This is based on a project I did with a friend 
at the business school to expand people's definition 
of diversity to include disabled individuals. 

ii. When this was done at Mccombs, it was received 
very well, so it could become a good project. 

I. Signup for tabling in West Mall 
II. External Affairs meeting Sunday at 3:00 

B. Amanda Lopez 
I. 3PM meeting will be to show your face if you are interviewing, you don't have 
to be there the whole time 
II. Wants to work on a piece of gender equality legislation, see her if interested 

B. Natalie Butler and Danielle Brown 
I. SG has a huge role in hold up for Haiti 
II. Please show up 
Ill. T-shirt 
IV. They will know if you aren't there 

c. Liam O'rourke 
I. ESB applications deadline is today 
II. If you are interested in joining Cowboys they will be accepting 

applications the next couple of weeks 

E. Chad Stanton 
I. BSA, Mondays, 6, please come 

F. Jason Wang 
I. Lunar New Years party next week Tuesday 7-9 

G. Nathan Bunch 
I. Union Board Applications deadline is Feb. 91

h, 4PM 

j. Second Roll Call 

k. Adjournment (8:58 


