
Minutes for September 29, 2009 Student Government Assembly Meeting 

I. Call Meeting to Order 7:02 

II. First Roll Call 

Ill. Approval of Minutes-September 22, 2009 

A. Minutes Approved 

IV. Guests 

A. Jamie Elfenbein, TFA Recruiter 
1. Director of Recruitment for Teach for America. 
2. Handles all of the UT coordination. 
3. Graduate of UC Berkley, served in Houston, TX in Acres Homes 

and taught 2"d and 4th grade 
4. Teach for America is a fully paid, full healthcare, and Americore 

stipend for up to two years of service. 
5. Recruiting top leaders to come teach, but no previous education 

background necessary. 
6. Mission is to close the education gap that exists usually due to the 

zip code that children live in. 
7. Recruit, train, and employ the best and brightest to donate two 

years of their life to give back to the community 
8. The implications go far beyond the direct impact that takes place 

during those two years. In every field former program participants 
have the opportunity to give back and make an impact. 

9. Questions: 
a. O'Dell: Do you get to choose where you go? 
b. Elfenbein: You do get to rank the regions and most students 

get their highly preferred choices. 
c. Lopez: Can you guarantee placement in a school district? 
d. Elfenbein: Yes we have very strong ties with the school 

districts and almost always are able to find jobs. 
e. Komonibo: What kind of experience do you need to have? 
f. Elfenbein: As long as you have an Undergraduate Degree, 

you don't need any other background education. 
g. Greenberg: Does the program pay for your housing? 
h. Elfenbein: Over the summer you get housing during the six 

weeks of training; however, once the school year you get a 
normal salary. 



V. Open Forum 

A. Allyson Hollley: Texans for Kibera 
1. UT Alumni Matt Stolhandske was in Kenya doing some 

philanthropic work. There's a shelter there that he visited that is in 
terrible conditions. He bought a plot of land nearby, and is trying to 
raise funds to build a new facility and water cleaning facility. 

a. If you're interested in helping with that send and email to 
allyson.michele@gmail.com 

B. Cecilia Lopez: Leadership and Ethics Institute 
1. "Leadership Week" October 5- 8th 

a. October 5th: LEI Kick-Off Rally 
i. 11 :30am - 1 :30pm West Mall 

b. October 5th: LOUDD 
i. 5:00pm - 8:00pm San Jacinto Multipurpose room 

c. October y!h The Leadership Series 
i. 5:30-5:30pm Rec Sports Game Room 

d. October 8th Resource Fair 
i. 11 :30am - 1 :30pm Gregory Gym Plaza 

c. Kristen Thompson: Black Student Alliance 
1. "Speak Week" is an annual event to promote dialogue and 

communication 
2. October 19 -22 
3. Featuring various forums that are open to all 

D. Mike Garcia: College Republicans 
1. Operation Texas Cares - semester-long philanthropic event 
2. We will be getting a lot of people involved to make care packages 

for troops stationed overseas 
3. Looking for other student organizations to get involved 
4. Talk to Jeremy Grodin, Student Veterans Affairs Agency Director 

who is here at all the meetings 
E. Cindy Fisher: UT Libraries 

1. Two more group study rooms are open on the 5th floor of the PCL 
2. Recycling in the libraries in the areas by the elevators 
3. Anyone taking LSAT, GRE, GMAT, etc? 

a. The libraries have the Testing and Information Education 
Center that is a database that gives you access to a whole 
bunch of different practice tests and PDF books 

F. Sarah Watson: Safety Agency 
1. Monday, Oct. 5th - Burnhouse and Fire Safety 

a. 1 O:OOam - 1 :00 pm Speedway 
2. Tuesday, Oct. 5th - StarCart and Shattered Dreams 

a. 11 :OOam-1 :OOpm Speedway 
3. Tuesday, Oct. 5th - National Night Out 

a. 1 :00-5:00pm Gregory Plaza 
4. Wednesday, Oct yth - Cop Day 

a. 11 :OOam -2:00pm Speedway. 
5. Wednesday, Octo y!h - Dinner with the Chiefs 

a. 5:00 - 5:00 pm Jester Piano Lounge 
b. Dinner will be served 

5. Thursday, Oct. 8th Health and Wellness Fair 



a. 11 :OOam - 2:00pm West Mall 
7. Thursday, Oct. 81

" Sexual Health Panel 
a. 9:00 -10;00pm Tejas House 

8. Need lots and lots of help with all of these events. PLEASE SIGN 
UP FOR ANY TIME THAT YOU CAN!!! 

G. Gidney Fazende and Sarah Stroube: Communications Reps. 
1. A couple of weeks ago we heard about the Save KUT Campaign 
2. Benefit Concert - looking for student volunteers to be stage runners 
3. Passing around sign up sheet for anyone who can help 

VI. Ex-Officio Reports 

A. Graduate Student Assembly 
a. Daniel Spikes, President 

a. Tomorrow GSA is hosting an open forum about the 
Brackenridge Tract at 6:00pm in the Glenn Maloney Room, 
dinner will be served 

b. Graduate student survey was sent out to all graduate students. If 
you have any friends please get the information out so that 
everyone responds. 

c. Dean Student Advisory Council hosted its first meeting 
yesterday. Liam and Lauren sit on that committee, if you have 
any issues or concerns report it to Shara so that these issues 
can be addressed. 

B. Senate of College Councils 
a. Lauren Ratliff, President 

a. Passed legislation last week on Democratic curriculum courses. 
It will not be presented to the undergraduate dean's advisory 
committee. 

b. Introduced legislation to incorporate more mid-semester course 
feedback forms. 

c. TPAC has met and working on recommending numbers on 
tuition 

d. Senate is working with DllA on various promotional materials 
including a temporary tattoo for publicity on the honor code and 
academic integrity 

C. Student Events Center 
VII. Motion and second to suspend the rules and move up AR 17 Honoring Brianna 

Becker 
A. Ma: This resolution has been fast tracked, there's a justification in the back 

for anyone who is interested. 
B. Talarico: Brianna unfortunately lost her life last Friday. She was a staple on 

this campus, very involved, and a strong leader. 
C. She served as the Secretary for Young Conservatives of Texas and helped 

propel that organization forward. 
D. Her manner was compassionate and kind, loving daughter, girlfriend, friend. 

Deserves to be honored by all of us. She stood by her principles and 
embodied being an extremist in promoting and defending her values. If her 
goal was to leave this campus as a better place, she certainly did that. 

E. Meyerson: Moved and seconded to fast track legislation 
F. Ma: We will hear any amendments now 



G. Jones: There is currently a vigil for Brianna at the Lutheran Church 
1. Memorial Service this Saturday 
2. St. Paul Lutheran Church at 11 am 

a. 3501 Red River Street 
H. Bunch: Move to roll call vote 
I. Resolution passes 38-0-0 

VIII. Appointments 

A. Suhrid Mantravad, Engineering Representative 
B. Unable to make it this week, but he will be here next week. 

IX. Deputy Adviser Report 

A. Melinda Sutton- msutton@mail.utexas.edu 
B. Thank you to Doug Gerard, Tom Dison, and Donna Bellinghausen for being 

present at our meeting 

X. Executive Reports 

A. President: Liam O'Rourke- orourke.liam@gmail.com 
1. SURE Walk was highlighted on FOX news 
2. http://www.myfoxaustin.com/ 
3. Big thank you to the directors for making such a big effort. 
4. This is a great example of Agencies that have been working very 

hard and have made a lot of progress. 

B. Vice President: Shara Ma - shara.ma@austin.utexas.edu 

c. Executive Board 
1. Excellence Fund Applications 

a. For one-time only or long-term programs that significantly 
benefit the UT or global community 

b. Applications can be found online at utsg.org and are due 
Oct. 15th before 4:00pm in the SG office 

c. Please tell all of your contacts in student organizations 
2. Website Updates 

a. Rep Profiles, attendance, and roll call votes to be available 
soon! 

3. Thank you to everyone who helped with the appropriations 
a. We had over 55 applications and appropriated around 

$6,400 
b. Next deadline is this Friday 

XI. Committee Reports 

A. Finance: Amanda Lopez, Chair 
1. Next round of applications is due this Friday 
2. If anyone wants to help with interviews this weekend please contact 

Amanda 
3. Everyone is welcome to stop by the office to read the applications 



B. External Affairs 
C. Internal Affairs 
D. Student Affairs 
E. Academic Affairs 
F. Legislative Policy 

XII. Agency Director Reports 
A. Sierra Stephens, LLAs 

1. Introduction of all of the LLA's 
2. They are all ready to work hard but they have not yet received work 

orders, please send them in 
a. Caroline Baker 
b. Kaitlin Brangan 
c. Sarah Classen 
d. Jennifer Cloud! 
e. Chase Covington 
f. Jessie Davis 
g. Garrett Dee 
h. Melissa Dunn 
i. Jesse Hernandez 
J. Ismail Mohiuddin, like smile but with "IS" in front 
k. Dip Mukherjee 
1. Maysie Ocera 
m. Evan Rosenfield 
n. Bekah Thayer 
o. Sid Upadyay 
p. Wesley Williams 
q. Phillip Wiseman 
r. Rebecca Wortmann 

B. Cecilia Lopez and Chad Stanton 
1. Hosting the Underrepresented Student Leaders Summit next 

Wednesday at 6:00pm in the Governors' room at the Student Union 
a. Everyone is welcome to come out! 

2. Will be sending out an email with the organizations that have been 
invited. Please review it and let them know if there are any 
organizations missing. 

3. Got an email in the Office of Admissions for Hispanic Students 
tomorrow night, anyone interested 6:00pm -9:00pm in the Office of 
Admissions 

c. Leilani Kellani, Student Services with Disabilities 
1. October is Disability Awareness month 
2. There will be an ice cream social next week 
3. More information to come 

D. Jeremy Grodin, Student Veterans Affairs 
1. There's a website they've been putting together to compile all of the 

resources on campus for student veterans. 
2. They will be hosting a panel for input on the website. Please invite 

student veterans to attend. More information to come. 
3. There is currently no paid student veterans coordinator here on 

campus or a central office. Dr. Hill mentioned that they're trying to 



get a student resource space, any reps interested in writing 
legislation talk to Jeremy. 

E. Rachel Aikens, 
1. Trash to Treasure sale today - huge success! 
2. Earth Summit Event taking place right now and hopefully we'll start 

to see some work on our climate change plan 
F. Kushbu Joshi, Membership Coordination 

1. Trying to figure out ways to get people who want to get involved 
more opportunities to learn about what's going on. 

2. They will be putting together monthly forums before SG meetings to 
get people to discuss big projects and recruit people to help. 

G. Sophie Foreman, 
1. Mixer for International Students last week was very successful 
2. Associated Press is writing an article on a couple of UT students 

and how the recession has affected study abroad opportunities 
H. Jack Roloson, External Appointments 

1. Putting together all of the external appointments to keep track of 
them. Almost all of the appointments have been made. 

I. Louis Armendariz, Freshman Leadership Organization 
1. October 10, FLO Tailgate open to everyone 
2. October 11, FLO Retreat - once you're a mentor you can join them 
3. Meetings are Thursdays at 6:00pm for everyone to attend 
4. FLO Mentor applications are due this FRIDAY!!! 

J. Tony Flor, Resource Center 
1. Next week the Jester Satellite office will be open! 
2. Need more people to sign up and spend some time in the office 

K. Sarah Watson, Safety Agency 
1. Please sign up to help for Safety Week 

L. Katie Wanamaker, 
1. October 11th is National Coming Out Day 
2. Hosting event for this on October gth 

a. Celebration with STAND OUT and GSC it will be a very fun 
and affirming 

b. West Mall between 12:00pm - 2:00pm 
M. Anna Russo, Women's Resource Agency 

1. Things are going well in the WRA Council 
2. About to start planning for Vagina Monologues 
3. Game night tomorrow at the GSC at 7:00pm open to all 

N. Sierra Stephens, LLA 
1. LLAs - Sarah Watson wants to meet with you all outside after the 

meeting 

XIII. Council Reports 
A. Lawler: Liberal Arts Council 

1. Visit from one of the Associate Deans came to speak about the 
various challenges colleges are currently facing. 

2. LACS is hosting a Career Expo on October 21st 
3. Law Fair October 25th 



XIV. Unfinished Business 

A. AB 6: Spending for Student Services Fee Account 
1. Yu: One clarification, the stipends for CEC were actually already 

included in those numbers, so the extra amount of money went 
toward the allocation for organizations. 

2. Question: 
a. Hooper: Where do the numbers for the stipends and the 

tuition for the President and Vice President? 
i. Yu: That information comes from the bylaws 
ii. Bunch: UT is actually one of the lower paying 

schools. 
B. Bunch: Move and second to approve by unanimous consent 
c. Motion passes 

XV. New Business 

A. AB 7: Changes to Internal Rules and Re purposing of the Student 
Advocates for Non-Violence Agency 

1. Woods: We currently have an agency for student advocates for non
violence that does not have a director. This legislation has 
expanded their mandate a little to deal with some legislative issues 
and works together with LRA and Campus Safety. 

2. Only change to SURE Walk is a typo. 
3. Questions: 

a. Stein: Do you have a version with tracked changes to send 
out? 

i. Woods: Yes 
b. Lawler: If we're outlining campus safety as a legislative goal 

for LRA, are we going to add any other issues? 
i. Woods: I actually re-worded some things based on 

your comments. 
4. Referred to Internal Affairs Committee 

a. 
B. Fast Track Vote - AR 17: Honoring Brianna Becker 

1. Motion to suspend rules was passed, this was discussed earlier in 
the meeting. 

C. AR 18: In Support of the City of Austin divesting from the Fayette Coal 
Plant 

1. Rodriguez: This directly affects students because of respiratory 
problems. Also it affects students through the cost of living. This is 
something that is fitting with the thoughtful and educated minds we 
have at UT. 

2. Aikens: CEC is working hard on this issue this year. UT is about to 
use its EPA standing and UT would be facing a lot of fines and 
would eventually affect jobs for students. 

3. Rodriguez: in looking at making us a leader in renewable energy, 
this would be a great precedent. LA is the only other place where 
this has been done. 



4. Talarico: From a political standpoint, in lobbying and helping the 
CEC, students are such a huge part of their constituency that this 
would be a great way to get students involved in City politics. 

5. Referred to LPC Meeting on Sunday at B:OOpm in NOA 1.11 O 

XVI. Representative Reports 
A. Lawler: Had an informal discussion this Sunday once again. 

1. Getting ready to write legislation or try out some of the ideas. 
2. Fuse Rep. reports with Council Reports and Announcements and 

then leave only legislation afterwards. Leaves two chunks with a 
possible recess in between. 

B. Ferraro: Looking for input on the idea of having a summary of a piece of 
legislation like the one that was used for election reform. Please let Alex 
know if you that that was helpful. 

C. O'Dell: Trying to find a study space for College of Education students. If 
anyone who knows of buildings that give space or have rooms that people 
can use please contact her. 

D. Wang: If anyone is interested in sponsoring or helping out with the 
legislation on Museums please contact Jason. Meeting after the meeting for 
a brief 5 minutes. 

E. Rodriguez: Working with Yong to reestablish the Student Relations City 
Council to get more student involvement in the City Council. If anyone has 
suggestions on issues to take up please send them to Melessa to include 
them on the agenda. 

XVII. Announcements 
A. Castetter: Announcement on behalf of Matt Portillo - tomorrow night is the 

women's volleyball game against A&M at 7:00pm 
1. Men's swimming team takes clothes off if that serves as an 

incentive for anyone to go © 
2. Former LLA's raise your hands!!! 
3. Student Journal for Latin American Studies is looking for people 

who want experience editing or writing. I 
a. Information session on Wednesday October 7 across the 

hall with free pizza. 
B. Kristen Thompson, 

1. Black Student Alliance meetings are on Mondays at 7:00pm in the 
UTC 4.124 open to everyone 

c. Butler: Announcement on behalf of SURE Walk Directors 
1. Please volunteer if you have time to spare 

D. Bunch: Sigma Lambda Beta and Kappa Phi Gamma are hosting Malaria 
Awareness Week 

1. Series of events - kick off rally Monday, educational event on 
Wednesday, etc. 

2. Info will be sent out on the listserv 
E. Wang: Chinese Student Association is hosting an event on Sunday night in 

the Union Ballroom 
1. Chinese Love Festival 

F. Ma: University Wide Representative position applications is now available 
1. Please spread the word. 
2. Application is due Friday. 



XVIII. Second Roll Call 

XIX. Adjournment - 8:35pm 


