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Abstract 

 

WING IT 
 

Po-Yang Sung, M.F.A. 

The University of Texas at Austin, 2016 

 

Supervisor: Michelle Habeck 

 

The purpose of this thesis is to explore the design of an airport wing in Taipei, Taiwan to 

provide a space in which services are provided to a variety of people from a global 

community. The terminal will service international travel and will consist of eight gates, 

twelve check in counters and four luggage claims designed for the Taiwanese airline 

carrier China Airlines.  
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Why this thesis? 

 

I have been obsessed with aviation for as long as I can remember. Since I was a kid I had 

really strong feelings for the airport. Ever since I became an international student, I have 

different feelings for the airport as it no longer has a sense of excitement like the past for 

traveling.	   I hold a great interest in aviation, which is the primary reason for moving my 

thesis development in this direction. For me, the Airport is a very special place, filled 

with people from all over the world. Every person with different emotions gathering in 

this one place, the airport. I can still recall the first time I was on a plane. I was two years 

old flying from Taipei to Tokyo with my parents, my mother was worried about me as a 

first time flyer. She brought all the baby entertainments she could but used none of them 

during the flight: I was looking out the window quietly the entire time from take off to 

landing. I have been interested in airports and aviation ever since my very first flight.  

I accidently stepped into the theatre world for my undergrad major and found out that I 

have a huge interest in lighting design. I am interested in lighting design and it is 
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relationship to various fields. My training has been located primarily in the stage 

theatrical field.  

Storytelling is important to me but the place of story telling moves beyond the stage for 

me. I am highly interested in the story of space and the storytelling personality one might 

design into a space. The combination of these two interests, aviation and storytelling, lead 

me into the inquiry of Aviation Terminal design specifically inspired by specific cultural 

community.   
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The design of an airport space 

International airports in the world are constantly new, expanding, updating, and 

increasingly competitive. In my opinion the purpose of an airport is to serve as a symbol 

of the country's external gateway and to represent a show of strength. They also increase 

in transport capacity and competitiveness of the country to attract foreign investment. 

Airlines and passengers are regularly charged service fees which assist with earned 

foreign exchange, the promotion of regional development and to help create jobs using 

innovative services employing enhanced software and hardware facilities. 

We can already see similarities in the cutting-edge designs of air travel infrastructure. 

What people expect of an airport has changed from that of a transportation hub to that of 

a full service transportation and entertainment expanse. Anyone who has traveled has 

surely experienced delays or cancellations resulting in seemingly interminable layovers 

spent crouched sideways on an uninviting grey plastic bench seat with an indentation 

digging into your ribs, or nestled against a wall on a concrete floor in the middle of a 

busy hallway attempting to salvage what’s left of your phone’s remaining battery on the 
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only outlet available in a 30 foot radius. We have all had to rush through confusing 

hallways, unexpected additional security lines, disorganized transportation between 

terminals in dated, odorous, and crowded spaces. We want our airports to be comfortable, 

spacious and visually stunning. After all, airport terminals are representations of local 

culture as an airport is the first space a visitor experience, especially given the rising 

number of air travelers expected in the future. We are slowly seeing a trend toward the 

injection of culture into what was previously the style of international sterility of all 

airports. 

Airports have traditionally been built as functional conduits connecting travelers to 

airplanes. This process includes interior airport terminal transportation, bus, monorail and 

the like.  

As the Airport terminals are the first structure experienced by many travelers, they serve 

as a window into a local culture’s intended representation to the rest of the world. 

Airports and airport terminals are, however, at the mercy of an expected high level of 

functionality. Every year the number of global travelers rises dramatically, rendering 

older airports extremely inefficient if not entirely incapable of accommodating the 
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increasing pedestrian and aircraft traffic as well as the ever changing and new 

technological demands of the citizens using their services. 

The architectural layout of my newly designed airport terminal will provide a clarity in 

organization and offer efficient wayfinding for easy movement throughout the structure. 

The design of this terminal will satisfy the commuter’s need for physical convenience 

and comfort. I designed a terminal which will attract and satisfy the most discerning 

clientele and prove itself to be among the best in the region. To reach this goal, it is 

necessary to develop a concept that conflates functionality, atmosphere and flexibility. 

 

 

	  



	  

	   6	  

Case study of Asian Airports 

According to the Skytrax airport ranking of the best airports of the world, six airports 

from the top ten list are in Asia. It clearly shows that the airports in Asia satisfy the 

customer’s needs most successfully.    

To gain experience, I decided to travel to those top ten Asian airports myself to 

experience the uniqueness of each airport as an international traveler and passenger. The 

airports I have traveled to are the Singapore Changi airport (SIN), Seoul Incheon airport 

(ICN), Tokyo Haneda airport (HND), Taiwan Taoyuan airport (TPE) and Hong Kong 

airport (HKG). 

 

	  

1	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1Skytrax	  is	  a	  United	  Kingdom-‐based	  consultancy	  (originally	  known	  as	  Inflight	  
Research	  Services),	  which	  runs	  an	  airline	  and	  airport	  review	  and	  ranking	  site.	    
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Singapore Changi airport (SIN) 

For nearly two decades, Singapore Changi has firmly held onto its spot as the best airport 

in Asia and in the world. It offers an extremely efficient experience when traveling from 

the landed airplane to the city. The luxurious layover indulgences, which include a fish 

spa, a sauna, a butterfly garden, showers and a fitness center. Also has fitness and other 

entertainment activities offering include a multi-story slide, a free movie theatre and free 

city tours. Singapore Changi offers a soothing and entertaining environment within an 

impeccably clean airport that is staffed by some of the world's most pleasant people. The 

terminal design The terminal is designed to employ many aspects of the Singapore 

culture and features much of the tropical nature of environment in a well throughout way. 

I was absolutely aware of my location when I arrived at the Singapore Changi Airport. I 

had a wonderful experience as a traveler at this airport. 
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Illustration1: Singapore Changi airport (SIN) 
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Seoul Incheon airport (ICN) 

Seoul Incheon airport is a consistent second place winner on the best airports list. The 

airport offers free showers, ultra-fast free Wi-Fi, plenty of comfortable seating  and 

impeccable service. It also provides a number of unique locally-inspired activities, like 

the Korean Cultural Street, indoor gardens, local cuisine, cultural performances and free 

tours of the city for transit passengers. The terminal is intentionally sectioned into two 

distinct areas. The first services Korean carriers. The second services all other foreign 

carriers. The traveler’s experience inside each of the two section is very different. Also, 

the immigration line was very long when I arrived at ICN, it took me one hour and a half 

to pass through the immigration. The arrival experience is not as smooth as Singapore 

Chaigi but still lovely. The airport design is modern and beautiful, it uses the wood 

texture on the floor to soften the terminal to make it feel more relaxed and less stressful  

as compared with other airports.  
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Illustration2: Seoul Incheon international airport (ICN) 
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Tokyo Haneda airport (HND) 

Tokyo Haneda is admired by travellers for being tidy, efficient, modern and generally 

pleasant. Connected to the city center in 45 minutes by public transport, HND is far 

preferred to Tokyo's other airport, Narita(NRT), which is located two hours away. 

Activities within the airport do tend to be a little scarce, but this is all but made up for by 

the outstanding food and the attached hotels, one of which is for passengers and the staff. 

For those who would rather not splurge for the hotel. Because all shops and services shut 

down at night, sleepers are left undisturbed in relative darkness. The wayfinding in this 

airport is incredibly well designed. All of the stores and the entertainment sites are close 

to the gates. It is, in my opinion, a perfectly sized terminal for travellers. The terminal 

architecture itself is in the Japanese style with clean color and lighting. Again, I am sure 

of my location, this time I am somewhere in Japan. 
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Taiwan Taoyuan airport (TPE) 

Taipei, Taiwan’s primary airport first captures the traveller's attention with a series of 

creatively themed gates that pay tribute to Hello Kitty, tea, Taiwanese music, and the 

Asian Oscars. A free travel library keeps passengers entertained as they explore each gate, 

eventually finding their own. TPE also provides a number of more practical perks, 

including unlimited free Wi-Fi, a transit hotel, private lounges, free 15-minute showers, 

and a number of art and museum exhibits. The duty free shops are mentioned for liberally 

giving out free samples, and the staff are reputed to be particularly friendly. This is my 

most familiar airport. It has been improved a great deal over the ten years since it’s first 

construction. The architecture was built in 1978 and redesigned and upgraded in 2014 

keeping the original architecture as it’s structural base. The new design features open 

space and natural lighting providing a comfortable environmental experience for 

travelers.  
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 Illustration3: Taiwan Taoyuan international airport (TPE) 
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Hong Kong airport (HKG) 

Hong Kong International Airport in spite of being gigantic is known for it’s ease of 

navigation and wayfinding. The terminals provide all of the standard-yet-extravagant 

Asian airport amenities, including gardens, sleep rooms, spas and showers within a 

naturally light and airy space. And, HKG happens to be home to the nation's largest 

IMAX theatre, which plays a combination of national and international films throughout 

the day. Sleep-wise, travellers love the availability of armrest-free chairs, the 

ultra-friendly staff and the abundance of 24-hour restaurant options. It was a very 

pleasant travel experience with HKG. 

 

Illustration4: Hong Kong airport (HKG) 
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Reflections from my Asian airports observations 

The concept of an airport has undergone a major transformation particularly in Asia. The 

rise of aviation in Asia is staggering. It is anticipated that in the next 15 years Asian 

passenger numbers will grow to five billion a year, more than Europe and America 

combined. With half the world’s air traffic arriving and departing out of Asia; it will be 

Asian airports that define our future travel experiences. 

The design of an airport terminal is a fascinating and a challenging proposition. Unlike in 

the West, where the majority of passengers are familiar with the processing requirements 

of an airport, in many parts of Asia first time travellers are mixed in with seasoned 

veterans, not to mention the numerous language, religious and cultural requirements 

experienced while moving through the process of travel from place to place. This results 

in large numbers of passengers with very different expectations, requiring varying levels 

of service, security and amenities. 

Associating airports and flight with excitement, entertainment and fun will also help 

create new markets. The next step in this progression will be making the airport a 
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destination in itself. The excitement, fun and loyalty associated with Sports and 

Entertainment venues is the direction airports need to take to develop and capitalize upon, 

to see this new market develop to its potential. It is critical to capture the passion of flight 

in its early stages and not let the romance of travel decline as it has done in the West. 
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Wing it terminal 

The Wing it terminal is located in Taipei, Taiwan as the flag carrier China Airlines’s hub 

terminal. The design is strongly influenced by Taiwan’s distinct climatic conditions as 

well as the airport’s undulating backdrop of the mountains — the form of which is 

referenced in the building’s sweeping roofline. The design also celebrates the nation’s 

diverse flora and fauna, with a lush garden boasting abundant indigenous plant species. 

This green spine, arranged along the central axis, intuitively guides passengers through 

check-in, security, immigration, and departures providing a welcome contrast to the 

harder surface finishes in the design of the terminal. 
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Design elements 

Sky lanterns 

A sky lantern is essentially a small hot air balloon made out of paper that has a wire 

construction at the bottom where the	  fire flame is located. Fire generates hot air, which is 

lighter than the cold air, and it lifts the lantern. It originated in Asia where it is 

traditionally used in festivals or for play. Historians agree that the sky lantern was first 

used in the 3th century BC in China for signaling between the troops. Myth says that 

military strategist Zhuge Liang (also known as Kongming) used it for the first time to 

write a message on it and let it to the sky, to summon the help when the enemy 

surrounded him. Because of this, they are also known as Kongming lanterns. Other myth 

says that Kongming lanterns are so named because they look like the hat with which 

Zhuge Liang is often represented wearing in illustrations. 

After its invention, it became popular during the festivals. Taiwan has its own Lantern 

Festival when hundreds of sky lanterns are released into the night with wishes and 

prayers written on them, people release many sky lanterns because they believe it will 
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bring them good luck. In addition, people in Taiwan believe that when they set a lantern 

flying, they are releasing their worries and problems away. If you give a sky lantern to a 

monk, you will receive enlightenment because it’s believed that lanterns will show way 

to the knowledge. Sky lanterns have become a symbolic element of wishing and good 

luck with a very positive meaning for Taiwanese people. 

The sky lanterns will be the main lighting source in the departure hall of the terminal 

during nighttime, there will be hundreds of sky lanterns hanging from the celling creating 

a huge installation and lighting source for the architecture.  

Photoshop renderings of the sky lanterns lighting fixtures 
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Wood 

The terminal’s architectural design will feature natural and treated wooden materials. The 

primary architecture has a design that features blackish green and dark gray textiles, dim 

lights and living plants. Together, these elements blend the beauty of nature and 

Taiwanese human culture into one united environment. A soft and elegant atmosphere is 

present, allowing customers to completely relax and appreciate the essence of the modern 

Taiwanese interior design style. 

Vegetation 

The use of vegetation is designed to reduce the anxiety and stress normally associated 

with air travel, allowing passengers and visitors to connect with more natural and familiar 

surroundings. The choice of planting represents the various regions of Taiwan, informing 

and educating visitors about the country’s indigenous landscape. 
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Terminal design 

The airport terminal is the central building	  of an air transport system. It is an architecture 

that reflects the glamour, scale and culture of this city, Taipei, Taiwan. The modern 

airport terminal is a highly charged and symbolic building as it is a miniature city 

reflecting the values and aspirations of a society.  

This terminal is semicircular in shape with aircraft gates located around one half of the 

circle and automobile parking facilities located around the second half of the circle. This 

design results in long walks for connecting passengers, but greatly reduces travel times 

between check-in and the aircraft boarding gates. The circular layout allows for 

passengers a more direct access to the boarding gates and thus are able to more quickly 

move from check in to the boarding sites. This layout proves more time efficient than a 

linear layout found in many airport terminals. In addition, the close proximity of the 

aircraft arranged around this circular structure allows passengers interesting airport views. 

The terminal will be constructed in a cutting edge facility where architecture and nature 

coexist by the combination of green eco design materials employing smart design 
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practices.  

 

 

Sketchup rendering of Wing it airport space design 

 

Departing passengers arriving by bus or taxi and arriving railroad passengers will access 

the departure hall through the transportation center. Designed high ceilings located in the 

large transportation center's departure hall will create an elegant openness. Bag drop and 

the immigration facility will simplify and support the passengers process in an easy and 

convenient way. Each of these intentionally designed elements will create a terminal of 

great efficiency and simplified processing of passenger transport. This design will create 

a terminal which will allow passengers to spend more time on the air terminal side 
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enjoying the diverse amenities and Taiwanese duty free shops and airport services.     

The design also takes into account conveniences for those passengers arriving to the 

terminal from outside locations.  The design employs efficient wayfinding which allows 

the travelers easy navigation to the immigration area.  Moving walkways and automatic 

immigration kiosks located on the second floor are key to movement and time relative 

efficiency.  Once through immigration, travelers will move to the baggage claim area 

where they will encounter greeters in the hall leading to this location.  Once bags are 

claimed passengers may then easily move through the transportation center where they 

are able to access varied types of commuter options; bus, metro and train to name a few.  

Keeping the concept of a modern green designed airport is key to the overall design of 

this specific terminal.  The terminal will provide an environment featuring fresh living 

spaces, a relaxed atmosphere for travels and employ a number of green spaces themed to 

highlight the traditional culture and arts of the Taiwanese people.  Simplicity in 

wayfinding is employed so as to make the travel from one location to another not only 

easy but a beautiful and enjoyable experience of this specific terminal.   
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Goal 

My goal is to bring together the duality of a vibrant city and colorful cultural features 

side-by-side in a singular and immersive environment. The terminal’s building design 

provides a clear organization that offers passengers high efficiency, while satisfying the 

need for physical convenience and comforts with the aim to offer the client an experience 

in one of the top international airports. It is necessary to develop a concept that conflates 

functionality, atmosphere and flexibility. The component of the terminal is combined 

with the experience of nature, culture, education, and recreation, aiming to provide an 

uplifting experience. By drawing both visitors and local residents alike, this terminal aims 

to create a place where the people of Taiwan interact with the people of the world and 

also to present Taiwan to the world 
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Performance aspect 

The archival materials are designed to illustrate the full scope of the Terminal’s interior 

and exterior architectural structure, detailed wayfinding maps, surface treatments, flora 

and interior green space layout, restaurant services, shopping locations, health and 

wellness services and entertainment sites. All are represented in 1/400 scale model, three 

dimensional digital drafting and pre-visualized photo documentation.  Included in this 

installation style format are scale representations of the sky lanterns, digital tablet screens 

visualizing arrival and departure times to and from this newly conceived Taipei, Taiwan 

airport Terminal.   
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Design Process 

I started the design pre-visualization with the Sketchup software in October 2015 and 

AutoCAD drafting for laser cut parts in December 2015. I laser cut the parts in  

December of 2015.	   The building of the models began in January of 2016.  The 

installation was moved into the space on the 20th of February, 2016. The installation 

opened to the public on February 29th, 2016 and ran through March 4th, 2016. 
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Sketchup pre-visualization Drafting 

 

Illustration5: Sketchup Drafting from the top view 

 

Illustration6: Sketchup Drafting from the side view 
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Illustration7: Sketchup Drafting from the front view 

 

Illustration8: Sketchup Drafting of main building from the side view 
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Illustration9: Sketchup Drafting of departure hall 

 

 

 

Illustration10: Sketchup Drafting of concourse 
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Illustration11: Sketchup Drafting of concourse 

 

Illustration12: Sketchup Drafting of gates area 
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Illustration13: Sketchup Drafting of gates area 

 

Illustration14: Sketchup Drafting of exterior of gates area 
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Photoshop pre-visualization 

 

Illustration15: Photoshop pre-visualization-Day time 

  

Illustration16: Photoshop pre-visualization-Night time 
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Model building 

I used my trained skills as a theatrical designer to build this combined hand cut and laser 

cut 1/400 scale airport terminal model. The main materials are art board and form core. 

 

Illustration17: model building process-main building 
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Illustration18: model building process-check-in counters 
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Illustration19: model building process-main building 
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Illustration20: model building process-main building with sky lanterns 

 

Illustration21: model building process-main building interior 
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Illustration22: model building process-concourse 

 

Illustration23: model building process-gates area exterior 
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Illustration24: model building process-concourse interior 
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Design of installation space 

The purpose of the installation space is to create an environment for the audience to 

experience the full array of artifacts illustrating the design of the WING IT terminal.  

The space in which the installation took place was also treated as a theatrically designed 

presentation space with specific lighting and pre-planned movement paths of the WING 

IT terminal design with theatrical elements. I created a smooth traffic flow through the 

design presentation that included, design renderings, the scale model and examples of the 

sky lanterns suspended from the ceiling. 
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Movement through the designed space 

As one begins to move through the installation, one first encounters the briefing boards 

on one's left providing information about the thesis and the thesis installation.  

 

Illustration25: Briefing boards of the installation 

 

On one's right is an information board section providing details about the terminal design 

and illustrates surface treatments, ground plans, entertainment sites and pre-visualization 

rendered photographs. On the left of the space is the scale model presentation with the 
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model in the middle surrounded by ground plans and a departure timetable screen to 

create the feeling of an airport environment.  

 

Illustration26: Information boards of the installation 

 

In between the information board section and the scale model presentation section is a 

lounge space which provides room for the viewer to relax. 
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Illustration27: Scale model presentation of the installation 

 
Illustration28: Lounge space of the installation 
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Illustration29: The installation 
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Reflections on the completed installation 

The purpose of this installation was to make the audience understand the thinking behind 

the choices that I made during the design process. The most popular section of the 

installation was the lounge space, as it provided a comfortable relaxing space in the 

stressful building. Most of the viewers responded to me that they could see how much 

this whole thesis meant to me and how much I love aviation.    
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Conclusion 

Did it succeed? 

For me, it was a success: this thesis showcased the design process and provided an 

artifact exhibition to viewers with a positive response. 

How could it have been improved? 

It could be improved by providing more information and detail within the design itself. 

Airport terminal design is a gigantic field to explore. There are too many things I do not 

know that I wish I knew before I started my design. With that, I could have presented a 

more thoughtful, completed, and professional full design presentation.   

What were the challenges that were overcome at the last minute?  

Time management is always the biggest challenge of all. This is a personal thesis project, 

in which I am creating and hitting my own deadlines.	  When it came close to the opening 

date, the process felt more stressful. Prioritizing and goal setting are two very important 

components of time management for me. Goal setting is easiest for me to accomplish 

when you set a goal that is attainable and measurable and when you break it down into 
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smaller manageable goals. 
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Restate in short form the goal of the thesis 

In this thesis, I want to challenge myself to use all the skills learned in the three years of 

grad school to complete the design of an airport terminal wing building. These include: 

research skills, background settings, lighting design, theatre model making, architectural 

model making, rendering, construction of a 1/400 scale model of the terminal with one 

gate and the functional locations which must exist based on my research. 
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Reflections on the whole of thesis process 

This thesis is definitely a wonderful highlight in my graduate study. This thesis 

challenges me to express my artistic self beyond that of a theatrical designer allowing me 

an investigation into other related interests. In the process I learned of possibilities I have 

yet to explore. It also helps me to find the direction of my future after graduate school. 

With this experience, I want to explore more in the world of architectural lighting design 

for my career after graduating with my Master of Fine Arts degree. This thesis did 

challenge me with every skill I have learned and especially those I have not. It was a 

wonderful journey and a valuable experience. 
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Appendix  

 

Illustration30: Main ground plan 
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Illustration31: Gates area floor 1 ground plan 

 

Illustration32: Gates area floor 2 ground plan 
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Illustration33: Departure hall ground plan 

 

Illustration34: Arrival hall ground plan 

1234

Taipei Dynasty Airport terminal
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Illustration35: Concourse ground plan 

 

TO GATES

TO baggege claim

DEPARTURE LEVEL

ARRIVAL LEVEL



	  

	   53	  

 

Illustration36: The sky lantern information board 

design element

II is believed that the longer and higher the lanterns float, 
the more likely the deities will receive your requests. 
The sky lantern ceremony has come to represent the releasing of one's 
deepest fears and desires.
It is a symbolic cleansing, a letting go of everything that troubles you. 
It is also the beginning of a new, enlightened you, 
with the light illuminating the path of knowledge and righteousness.

Sky Lantern
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Illustration37: Planting information board 

Experience the Nature of Taiwan

Taiwan camphor

Taiwan Phalaenopsis

 the design also celebrates the nation’s diverse flora and fauna, 
with a lush garden boasting abundant indigenous plant species. 
this green spine, arranged along the central axis, intuitively guides 
passengers through check-in, security, immigration, and departures, 
providing a welcome contrast to the harder finishes in the terminal.
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Illustration38: Aquarium information board 

At this exhibit you will be introduced to large-sized sharks, manta rays, 
and migrant fish that live in the current of Black Current which nurtures 
all marine life in the Taiwanese Seas.

Experience the Nature of Taiwan
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Illustration39: The texture information board 

Texture
China Airlines has launched the “Next Generation Plan”  
to  carry out a series of changes that will refresh the airline’s brand image.
I  imply the texture of the aircraft interior design to rhe terminal.
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Illustration40: China Airlines information board 

China Airlines

Flag carrier and largest airline of the Republic of China (Taiwan)

Prior to introducing the current "plum blossom" livery in 1995, 

China Airlines used to have a livery featuring the flag of 

the Republic of China on the tail. The carrier changed its livery 

due to political pressure from the Chinese government. 

The mainland government prohibited any aircraft flying with the 

Republic of China Flag displayed to land in the mainland, 

Hong Kong and Macau. It also pressured other countries 

to carry out similar bans. This forced China Airlines to change 

its corporate identity in order to avoid having operations affected.
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Illustration41: Pre-visualization information board 1 
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Illustration42: Pre-visualization board 2 
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Illustration43: Thesis briefing board 

WING IT

COMFORTABLE, EFFICIENT, and STRESSLESS ENVIROMENT.

My goal is to bring together the duality of a vibrant city and 

a colorful cultural features side-by-side in a singular and 

immersive experience.

the building design provides a clear organization that offers passengers 

high efficiency, while satisfying the need for physical convenience 

and comforts,’ ‘with the aim of the client to be among the top of 

the international airports in the region, it was necessary to develop 

a concept that conflates functionality, atmosphere and flexibility.

The component of the terminal is combined with the experience of nature, 

culture, education, and recreation, aiming to provide an 

uplifting experience. By drawing both visitors and local residents alike, 

we aim to create a place where the people of Taiwan interact with 

the people of the world.

The terminal will be located in Taipei, the capital of Taiwan, which will 

also be customized for china airlines, the flag carrier of Taiwan. 

This airport wing will comprise a new terminal building, boarding gates, 

concourses and a multi-function building, along with transport 

infrastructure.

The central building will be flanked by one long concourse housing 

passenger gates, connected by bridges spanning over roads that will 

run in between the structures.

It is a internatonal terminal with eight gates, six check in counters, 

thirteen immigration checkpoints and four baggage claims.

All design elements and facilities are inspired from Taiwanese culture and 

nature in order to reflect the environment of taiwan for travelers 

from arrival to departure.    
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Illustration44: Why this thesis board 

 

WING IT

WHY THIS THESIS

I have been obsessed with aviation for as long as I can remember. 

I can still recall the first time I was on a plane. 

This opportunity combines my two favorite things in the world: 

Lighting and Aviation. 

Completing my MFA thesis is a dream come true. 

Welcome to my wonderland.

WHY TAIWAN

When I was younger, I always thought the further away from home I was, the better.

After studying abroad, I realized being so far away increased and changed my notion of “home.”

I started thinking of Taiwan constantly. 

I have done a lot of traveling, but the most beautiful view was always the one I grew up seeing. 

Therefore, I want to show you my beautiful home, TAIWAN.
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Illustration45: Poster 
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Comprehensive References 
 

Illustration1: Singapore Changi airport (SIN) 

http://www.changiairport.com/ 

Illustration2: Seoul Incheon international airport (ICN) 

http://www.airport.kr/pa/en/a/index.jsp 

Illustration3: Taiwan Taoyuan international airport (TPE) 

http://www.taoyuan-airport.com/ 

Illustration4: Hong Kong airport (HKG) 

http://www.hongkongairport.com/eng/index.html 

Illustration37: Planting information board 

A. Taiwan camphor���photo credit: kplant.biodiv.tw 

B. Taiwan phalaenopsis photo credit:orchidwire.com 

Illustration36: The sky lantern information board 

A.sky lantern festival at taipei photo credit: meander.com.tw/ 

Illustration39: The texture information board 

A. China airlines lounge at Taiwan Taoyuan airport photo credit: China Airlines 

B. China airlines lounge at Taiwan Taoyuan airport 
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C. China airlines Boeing 777-300er cabin photo credit: China Airlines 

Illustration40: China Airlines information board 

A. China airlines logo 

B. China airlines Boeing 747-400 https://www.planespotters.net/photo/ 
559415/b-18201-china-airlines -boeing-747-409 

C. China airlines Boeing 777-300er https://www.planespotters.net/airframe 
/Boeing/777/41822/B-18052-China-Airlines 
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Bibliography 

Skytrax	   is	   a	   United	   Kingdom-‐based	   consultancy	   (originally	   known	   as	   Inflight	  

Research	  Services),	  which	  runs	  an	  airline	  and	  airport	  review	  and	  ranking	  site.Rating 

of the World's Top 100 Airports from the customer nominated 2015 World Airport 

Awards 

http://www.worldairportawards.com/Awards/airport_award_winners_2015.html	  

 


