
••• news from 

'Ifi.e 'University of 'I'e~as 
!Marine Sdence Institute 

Volume 1, Issue 9, 25 September 1992 
Port Jfransas, 'Ie~as 78373-1267 

r.=:========================================::;::;'I ·· ·· 
In this ~ of :Lazarette Gazette - Paul Montagna: .Buying· ·a new cOinputer~COmputer Corner (cover) ..•. Terry WhiUeclge:.i· .· Prlbllof 
lslands/Russlan:sreakfasts-Trip,Reports & Travel (p.3)~·~~.Rick ··Jinrlin: MES,,Upda~Marine Education Services (p.4).LProject Reports-·· -
Facilities & Eqf!ipment(p.5) •••. 10 minute voyag~--Egabrag Wocs(P~S)~-•• September Boat Trips-Cruise Reports & Boat Operations(p.6).~uth -.f'1 

Grundy: a Umeoi change--Ubtaly(p.7) ...•. Robln'Brlnkmey~ Is award reclplent~PelSOIJiJe/ (p.7) .... u~ leaves/masthead an stays-Ed"~s ) ~'.\' 
Note (p.8) ..... Weather Data·l Tide Predictions-Tony's Tidings (p.8)~ ~<: .. : .. ~. '.~ ·-~~-- . · ·: .. 

-· 

. -.:-'.~~'!',~ '· • · So you want to buy a new computer? I recently ordered a ~~w computer and had to 
completely relearn the market before I could make my purchase. I thought I would 

D~ · ·share some of that experience with you. There have been two interes~g developments · 
s in the PC-compatible market: the explosion of offerings, and the incredible low prices. 

The low prices make new machines very attractive, but the profusion of companies 
make the decision difficult Every .b.uyer has the same goal in choosing a specific 
model and vendor: a high performance/price ratio and good reliability. Some buyers 
also want technical support The internal components, i.e., the processor, peripherals 
and DOS all come from a few manufacturers, so the system makers have a hard tim~ 

relying on "brand name" identification or loyalty. Nevertheless, certain brands do consistently well in product 
reliability and comparison reviews. If you want to buy a brand name, many of the best companies are based 
in Texas: consider Austin, Compaq, Compuadd, and Dell. You may find Austin the most aggressive on pricing. 
If you are willing to purchase out-of-state, consider: Gateway, Northgate, Standard, Tangent and 7.eos. This 
list is not exhaustive, but represents a · list of companies that are well known for high value and reliability. 
Finally, there is the local market 
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You no longer have to use mail-order to get the best equipment at the best prices. Local shops have the 
advantage of providing you with local service and maintenance. In Corpus Christi, Bizmart and Office Depot 
offer a wide selection of aggressively priced machines. Check the Sunday paper for advertisements. You will 
find great values on IBM, Packard-Bell, and other manufacturers offered at Sears, Montgomery-Wards, and other 
department stores. One of the most remarkable values I found was a 486/50 Z.eos tower at Sam's Club for 
$2,800. Z.eos sells the same configuration directly for about $3,500. There are also many local manufacturers 
that can allow you to "build your own" system. These stores are especially useful if you find the "computer 
in a box" approach does not meet your needs. On your first trip to a computer store, or browsing through a 
computer magazine, you will notice that prices vary quite a bit Some prices may seem absurdly high, and 
others unbelievably low. This is because all manufacturers and resellers are quoting prices for different items. 
Upon close inspection you will notice that you are sometimes comparing "apples and oranges." The big 
difference is in the quality and power of the components. You will find that if you could specify the exact same 
components from any individual maker, then the prices would not vary by more than $100 - $200. So, before 
you start shopping, you should determine your needs and requirements. This way, you can make decisions on 
trading off performance to meet your price range. 

In the table below I have listed all the components and give a specification for an entry-level system, general 
purpose system, and a power~user system. Entry-level is the least powerful computer you should buy for routine 
DOS word processors, spreadsheets, and graphics. Mid-level is minimum for those using Windows~ database 
and statistical programs. Power users require greater computing ability for Windows programs, large datasets 
and manuscripts, and complex graphics. In general, I don't see why anyone should buy an EISA bus, stick with 
industry standard architecture (ISA). Stay away from the SX processors. These .are chips with parts disabled 
as marketing ploys. The price difference is not great· enough to warrant these compromises . . Remember that· 
the 486 has a built in math-coprocessor. Stick with the IDE hard disk, unless you plan on adding CD-drives 
or lots of other periphe~s, in which .. case you may want a SCSI drive. Always get a 0.28 mm dot monitor. 
The price range reflects low versus -high .end compromises. --Paul Montagna · -

._ . . . 

Component . . ·-; Entry-level Mid-level • rl, ~-···., P Power-user 

Processor (chip~z) '386/33 486/25 or 486/33 486/50 or 
386/40 486DX2/66 

Processor Cache (size) 64Kb 64-128 Kb 256 Kb 

Memory (size, speed) 2 Mb, 80 ns 4 Mb, 70 ns 8 Mb, 60 ns 
---

Hard Disk (size) \ 80-100 Mb 100-200 Mb ~00 Mb 

Video VGA Super VGA or Accelerated 
Accelerated VGA VGA or Local 

- Bus Video 

Monitor (size) 14" Non-interlaced Non-interlaced 
15" ~15" 

Price Range $1,000-$1,400 $1,600-$2,400 $2,600-3,500 
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Pribilof Islands Ecological Investigations -- When you first step off the airplane in the Pribilof Islands, 
in the Bering Sea about 800 miles from Anchorage, you begin noticing that the size and scale of the terrain 
is difficult to judge unless you are standing next to it. If it is not too foggy, you also notice the skyline is 
undulating and smooth. On closer examination those mountains in the distance are really hills that are 
less than 200 feet tall and the tallest vegetation covering the ground are tundra plants-about 2 feet tall. 
A human being is the tallest living object around! (Actually there are a few reindeer on the island but they 
are reclusive and not easily seen.) Saint Paul and Saint George are the larger of the several islands in the 
Pribilofs situated at the edge of the continental shelf in the Bering Sea. These islands were made famous 
by Walt Disney in the early 50's as the location of"Seal Island", a short subject film shown before a Disney 
feature film. When I saw the film as a boy I distinctly remember thinking that "Seal Island" must be an
unusual and wonderful place by having nearly as many fur seals and sea birds as New York City has 
people. Nearly 40 years later, after having spent several weeks studying the marine ecosystem in the . 
waters surrounding the islands, I am still in awe of this international treasure of marine wildlife. 

I traveled to Saint Paul Island -in July at the request of the City of Saint Paul to study the ecology 
around the islands, but the task was really much more important than that alone. Over the past 10 years 
the native Aleuts had noticed that the fut seal and sea bird rookeries were declining--fewer pups and chicks 
were seen each succeeding year. The _citizens of Saint Paul submitted a research proposal to the U.S 
Department of State requesting a scientific study of the sea birds including their numbers, reproduction 
and the available food around the islands. A team -of 8 scientists were collected (7 Russians and myself) 
to assess the marine and shoreline habitat of Saint Paul Island I could not remain for the entire study 
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period so my student,- David Shormann, filled in for the last three weeks. Initially, I joined the · ;. 
inves,tjgation because I -had first worked with two of the R:ussian scientiSts 13 years ago while studying ~/-:r~?~ 
upwelling off.the coast of Peru. -After arrival at Saint Paul I realized the magnitude of problem was; indeed, --~~il~" · 
very nearly the same as Peru and fo~ probably the same reaso:n-overfishing. · The counts of nesting s~ ., · 
birds were down 75% ajid the number ofJur seal pups were down 66% from the previous census in 1976/ 
Now, I am deeply comnrittedto the study because I see the strong.possibility that -the ecological disaster'-. 
of Peru may be happening again. The factory ships catching nearly 2 million tons of wall-eyed pollack each ·, 
year have depleted the stocks to such low levels that no juveniles are remaining as food for the seals and 
birds. Several of the diving birds captured had only sand lance in their stomachs instead· of their normal · 
fare of young pollack. -Hopefully, our data collection and reports will bring the problem to the attention of 
national and international authorities before it is too late to save the only known nesting colony of 

_ red-legged kittiwakes in the boreal Pacific, the largest nesting colonies of common murres and thick.;.billed 
murres in the world, the most diverse sea bird colonies in the northern hemisphere with at least 10 species ·" .' - .; 
and a historical population of about 3 million. --

Eating Russian Breakfasts in America - What do you want with your hot dogs and peas for breakfast? 
The word for breakfast in Russian is derived from tomorrow (after supper the food that was remaining 
woulcl be ea~n tomorrow). After working on their ships and traveling to Russia several times it is easy 
to follow and accept their food customs. But this time, I was living with Russians in the U.S. and it was 
interesting to see what they did with our food. If you don't know, typically four meals (breakfast, dinner, 
tea and supper) are eaten each day in Russian homes. Breakfast and dinner are the largest meals with 
tea and supper being much smaller. 

We were all living in a vacant house and using the basement as a laboratory. A city employee would bring 
groceries to the house/lab every few days. I wanted to share in the cooking and cleaning duties so I 
requested that hamburger, hot dogs and buns be delivered so I could surprise my colleagues with a charcoal 
cookout. The weather didn't cooperate, but part of the fare was on the table the next morning for breakfast. 
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Toasted hot dog .buns topped with melted cheese and catsup were on everyone's plate. There were also 
portions of green beans and com. On another morning, hot dogs and peas were served along with wedges 
of cheese. Some following morning later, boiled chicken legs and beets appeared. Over the entire three 
weeks not a single breakfast had any food shown in a television commercial for breakfast items, i.e. cereal, 
fruit, eggs, pop tarts, pancakes, orange juice, bacon, continental roll, sausage biscuits, Danish roll, or even 
toast. After a few days I looked forward to breakfast so that during the evening I would start wondering 
what I would have for tomorrow; er breakfast. --Terry Whitledge 

September 12-25 Travel 

+Paul Montagna, September 24-27, Houston, to attend the annual meeting of the Texas Association of 
School Boards. 

+Joan Holt and Patti Pickering, September 24-25, Kerrville, to attend meeting of the Texas Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society and present paper Commercially Spawned Pacific Oyster (Crassostrea 
gjgS!:§) Trochophores as a First Food for Red Drum. (Sciaenops ocellatus). 

+Robin Brinkmeyer, September 24-25, Kerrville, to attend meeting of the Texas Chapter of the American . 
Fisheries Society and present paper Total Lipid and Fatty Acid Requirements of Larval Red Drum 
(Sciaenops ocellatus). 

+Peter Thomas, Jon Pinter, Jennifer Di Cocco, Bill Beasley, September 14-16, Houston/Clear Lake, field 
trip (research work in connection with ARP: Biomarkers). 

+Don Gibson, September 13-17, Washington D.C., to represent MSI at East Coast/Gulf Coast UNOLS 
ship scheduling meeting and at the annual UNOLS meeting. 

+Ken Dunton, September 23-27; Wilmington, N.C., to attend meeting of the American Academy of 
Undernater Sciences and present paper Season and Annual Variations in the Underwater Light 
Environment of an Arctic Kelp Community. 

, . ·I '·· \ 
Update · on HMCU Minoritiea Initiative Workahop - ·Marine .Education Seryices hosted its second 
HMCUMinorities workshop on Saturday, September 19. Drs. Jones; Buskey, Montagna, Whitledge, and 
Dunton made presentations on-their research and opportunities for graduate study and Dr. Joan Holt took 
participants on a tour of F AML in the afternoon. I really appreciate their willingness to spend a Saturday 
working with these students and their faculty. They did an outstanding job representing UTMSI and the 
Department of Marine Science. Participants also boarded the RIV KATY for a trip into the bay. Twenty
nine students and nipe faculty from El Paso Community College, San Antonio College, -Huston-Tillotson 
College and Our LadY., of the Lake University attended the workshop. Following a long and productive day 
of presentations and field trips., everyone was treated to one of Toni's special seafood feasts at the cafeteria. 

--Rick Tinnin 

Visiting Class Schedule for September --

•Winston School, Dr. Marks, 14 high school students (september 9) . . 
• Texas Christian University, Dr. Britton, 20 ·university students (September 13). 
•Madison High School, Jackie Steinocher, 25 high school students (September 14). 
•University of Texas at Arlington, Dr. Tom Hellier, 8 university students (September 20). 
• MES Workshop, Rick Tinnin, 38 school teachers (September 21). 
•Reagan High Schooi, Jeff Swartz, 26 high school students (September 21). 
•South West Texas State University, Dr. Bob Koehn, 20 university students (September 26). 
•UT-Austin Zoo Class, Dr. Bob Barth, 16 university students (September 27). 
• Our Lady of the Lake University, Dr. Clark, 21 university students (September 26). 
•United States Fish and.Wildlife Service Meeting, Thomas Grahl, 68 USFWS employees (September 30). 
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Roof work to be awarded -- Easley Roofing, with a low bid of $41,000, is expected to be the contractor 
on work to reroof the Administration Building. The roof of the Administration building is 32 years old and 
many leaks have developed. Haeber Roofmg, with a low bid of $33,349, is expected to be awarded a 
contract for reroofing the beach street apartments. 

Paving repairs -- A geotechnical report has been received from MLA Labs, Inc. on the condition of the 
paving at MSI. Plans and specifications will soon be finished and bids sought for resurfacing most of the 
paving and parking areas in the main Port Aransas campus area. 

USFWS Building -- Unofficial news has been received that, because the bids greatly exceeded funds 
available, the USFWS Building will not be built-at least not within the next year. (USFWS had planned 
to construct a building of about 4,000 square feet on property leased from UT.) 

Pier and Pier Laboratory -- An award to the low bidder is still pending for the University's new pier . . 
Meanwhile, funds have been requested to totally fund the Pier and Pier .Laboratory Project, so that the 
project will not be delayed pending final settlement of the state's law suit. 

Toxicology Building -- Construction of the small toxicology building is now underway. The concrete 
foundation was constructed by Richard Waters (Victory Contracting) and the remaining work will · be 
accomplished by the MSI Physical Plant crew. 

Administration Building -- Bill Crook, UT HV AC Engineer, is currently preparing plans and 
specifications for the North wing of the Administration Building. This project will provide a new air · · 
handling unit and all new duct work; some new fume hoods and a central fume hood ventilation system for 
all the Administration Building; and a limited amount of laboratory space renovation. 

! ... 

Three New Boat Traifers ·::. Deliv~ was made last ·week of three new Sportsman Boat Trailers. Two .. : 
trailers are larger, tandem-axle models, and are to replace ihe KLEBERG and JEFFERSON trailers. The s~ 
smaller single-axle model is to replace the LOWE trailer. 

\ 

The Net Skiff• 10 minute voyages - Among early MSl ·small boats, the Net Skiff was a supremely . 
seaworthy and capable little vessel solely devoted to the Mustang Island Beach Project (1960-61). The Net 
Skiff was built in Aransas Pass and was a beamy little flat bottom boat with the flare of a dory and what 
is sometimes called a 'tombstone transom (appropriate terminology in view of her risky use). An 18 hp. 
Johnson outboard motor was mounted in a well just forward of the tombstone transom and the operator 
squatted or kneeled nearby (no remote controls and no place to sit). The amidships section was open to 
accommodate a huge beach net (3/4 inch stretch mesh, 633 feet long, with a heavy chain (one half 
pound/foot) at the bottom). This heavy net was totally unlike the lightweight beach nets normal fisherman 
use, which can be deployed over the side or sometimes even set by a wader/swimmer. A platform over the 
motor and operator allowed the net to be rapidly paid out over the stem. Setting the net was a noisy . 
operation: the outboard motor whined (full throttle was required) and the heavy chain rattled loudly over 
the platform, the technician perched in the bow shouted instructions to the operator (whose vision was 
obscured-by the torrent of sand falling off the net from its last use on the beach). Now and then, ifthe net 
had not been stowed exactly right or the operator strayed off course, a net float would snag on the platform 
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and the skiff would spin around sideways to the surf. Then it really got loud as the technician and operator 
shouted suitable obscenities while freeing the float (as waves crashed against and broke over the small 
boat). After about 200 feet out we would go 200 feet parallel to the beach and then turn and head back, 
stopping when boat bottom met sea bottom with another loud noise. The entire voyage took less than ten 
minutes. The fun was not, however, over at that point. Then a pickup truck would be hooked to one end 
and a jeep to the other and the net and catch brought ashore. When the beach net was set most other 
business at MSI stopped as almost the entire staff-both scientific and support--turned out to give a hand. 
Anyone interested in the scientific results can find them in PIMS Vol.9, William N. McFarland, Seasonal 
Change in the Number and the Biomass of Fishes from the Surf at Mustang Island, Texas (and you will find 
me in the acknowledgements: "innumerable individuals assisted"). The particular catches which I recall 
are a school of Pompano, a huge Snook, and a couple of thousand pounds of hardhead catfish. The Pompano 
and Snook wound up on someone's plate--but that plate did not belong to the obscenity shouters on the boat; 
however, we were allowed to bury the hardhead catfish. The Net Skiff was another boat which came to an 
untimely end because ofHurricane Carla. To keep her from blowing or floating away, we chained her to 
a piling supporting the old dormitory. She didn't blow or float away--but wave action caused the piling to 
chew out a huge section amidships. --John Thompson 

September KATY schedule-- The RIV KATY has 18 trips on the schedule for the month of September. 
All these trips are for -Marine Education Services. In addition, the RIV KATY is making additional trips 
in the pursuit of stingrays for Dr. Eric Lacy of the Medical University of South Carolina. 

Small boat use in September --
• KLEBERG -- Scott Holt, 8 days. 
• JEFFERSON -- Ken! Dunton, 3 days. 
•WHALER -- Ken nup_ton, 2 days. _. · _- -··.·-. . 
•JET BOAT~- Keri Punton,·l day; ':Scott Holt, 1 day; Terry Whitledge, 1 day. 
•LOWE -- Peter Thomas, 4 days. · ·,, · 
•SONNY MAC -- Terry Whitledge, 2 days; Rick KalkeJPaul Montagna, 1 day. 

Time of change in. library- You will want to look at the newly cataloged books in the library. These 
books are the first Marine Science Library books to appear on UTCAT and carry the first labels generated 
by the General Libraries. You will note that, like the main campus, the bottom line of the spine tag carries 
the library location. The books in this library are designated with MSL on the spine. In preparation for 
an automated circulation system you will also find a machine readable label inside the front cover. New 
procedures are being written as the methods for securing interlibrary loans through the OCLC interlibrary 
loan system and the new Ariel workstation, slated for October, are placed in service. Cataloging using 
OCLC and placing of our records onto UTCAT is part of this change. Another change is that cards are no 
longer being generated for the new books. This year we will do retrospective conversion of all monographic 
records, placing them onto UTCAT. This fiscal year will bring many changes to the library. The aim will 
be greater access to this collection through machine readable records and increased services for the faculty, 
staff and students at the Marine Science Institute and The University of Texas at Austin. 
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Wilson Index -- With the loss of access to the Wilson Index, the General Libraries are looking at means 
to provide similar services on UTCAT. According to John Kupersmith, head of the General Libraries" 
computer-based information services, increased science coverage is the #1 priority for new UTCAT PLUS 
databases. Science Citation Index is being considered, which covers about 4,000journals. It would provide 
excellent coverage of the sciences with the added capabilities of tracing citations. In the meantime, the 
Academic Index on UTCAT has 100% of the Wilson Humanities, Social Sciences, and General Science 
Indexes; a 30% overlap with the Applied Sciences and Technology Index; and 31% overlap with Public 
Affairs Information Service (PAIS). --Ruth Grundy 

Robin Brinkmeyer -- is the recipient of the Texas Chapter, American Fisheries Society's Student 
Scholarship Award. The award is given to recognize academic and professional excellence among students 
enrolled in fisheries related studies at universities in Texas. Robin will formally receive the award at the 
annual meeting in Kerrville September 24-25. She will also be presenting a paper on her research. (see 
travel section, this issue) 

Hummingbird Festival -- Several people from MSI took part in the Hummingbird Festival last weekend 
in Rockport, including Cecilia Riley, Joan and Scott Holt, JoAnn Page, and Curly and Marjorie Wohlschlag. 
This was the fourth year of the festival which draws attention to the unique migration of thousands of 
hummingbirds through the area each fall by offering field trips and lectures on all aspects of Texas birds 
and their habitats. · 

MSI Represented on Port Aransas Committees - John Thompson will be a member of ~ort Aransas .~, t:· 
High School's Multi Occupational :Classroom Training (MOCT) Cooperative· Advisory Committee . . The · ~i :· t: 
committee is composed.()f local . citize~ who will serve in an advisory capacity to Superintendent Lawrence 
Lane and Program DirePtorJiin Moss Concerning the Port Aransas Independent School District's work/study · 
program. John Thompson was also recently named by Port Aransas Mayor J. C.-Barr to a Recreational · 
Facilities Task Force. · The group has been charged with the job of determining swimming and other f 
exercise and recreational needs of Port Aransas and exploring costs and funding possibilities. 

Sandra Shipp is working part time in the library. Sandra is the mother of two Children and comes over 
from her home in Rockport to work in the MSllibrary. For the "oldtimers", Sandi is Debbie Hale's sister. 
Debbie worked in the library her senior year on the work study program. Sandi is excited about the work 
in the library and is planning to continue her college education. 

Karen Meyer moved back to the states from Guam just in time to miss Typhoon Omar which recently 
struck that island. What a stroke of luck! ·Karen has a master's degree in Biology and hopes someday to 
pursue her Ph.D. Karen will be working as a Research Scientist Assistant under the supervision of Peter 
Thomas. And, speaking of..... · 

Peter Thomas ..... we want to wish hi.in a speedy recovery after falling on his "righting" arm, which is now 
in a cast. 

Linda Yates -- Bidding farewell, but not forgotten to Linda Yates, our artist for the Lazarette Gazette. She 
accepted a position in her hometown of Rockport, Texas, and has agreed to continue working for the 
Lazarette Gazette in her spare time. --JoAnn Page 
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As reported by JoAnn Page above, we will certainly miss Linda Yates. Working with Linda on masthead ideas has been one of the most 
·enjoyable aspects of editing the LazGaz. Linda's artistic ability and enthusiasm have both been major factors in getting out an issue on 
time every two weeks. Although Linda has left for a regular full time position in Rockport. she will still be doing the LazGaz mastheads. 
It won't be as convenient. but the masthead is too unique a part of the LazGaz to give up. We would like to build up a backlog of 
mastheads so that the masthead can appear in association with a story-- which is another way of saying that. if you haven't seen yourself 
on the masthead yet-start writing. For those who have contributed but have not yet been honored; your patience is appreciated and will 
eventually be rewarded. I have again put an old boat story under the Egabrag W ocs heading. but your off beat contributions for this section 
are sought. Terry Whitledge's Russian Breakfast story in this issue would have been suitable. but I elected to put it with his Pribilof Island 
trip report. Thanks for help with this issue to Linda Yates. JoAnn Page. Joan Holt. Patty Baker. Lynn Amos. Kathy Quade. Ruth Grundy • 
Rick Tinnin. Tony Amos. and especially to Paul Montagna and Terry Whitledge. --John Thompson 

Weather .... September 7 - 20 

Tides --September 28- October 11 Predictions are for tidal heights at the Tide Tower on the South Jetty of the Aransas 
Pass • . Heights are given in feet above or below Mean Sea Level (MSL). The shaded area is nighttime. Remember, this is tidal 
height, not tidal current. Slack water is when the wiggly line crosses the MSL line, not at the peaks and valleys, where the tidal 
current will be a full flood or ebb. · 
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