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What I did for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's 
On 18 November 1994, while making my last-minute preparations for an Antarctic 
research cruise, if somebne had asked me what would be the worst thing that could 
happen, I would have said "a live dolphin stranding on Mustang Island. 11 That is 
exactly what happened! Because I am Coordinator· for the Port Aransas Region of the 
Texas Marine Mammal Stranding network, I had to deal with the animal, a large male 
bottlenose dolphin, but could only-stay on the beach for a couple of hours. Fortunately, 
the team I left on the beach handled the situation magnificently and saved the animal 
... but that is another story. 



The next day I took off for Punta Arenas, Chile to join the RIV POLAR DUKE for the trip to Palmer 
Station on Anvers Island. H you read the South Jetty you Will fmd a description of my eventful journey 
home, but the outward-bound trip was not without its moments, in particular an aborted takeoff at Mi~ 
International Airport in a fully loaded 767. My job at Palmer Station, on an NSF grant, was to install 
new tide gage at the dock there and invent a real-time data acquisition program somewhat similar to the 
one at our Visitors Center. Thanksgiving turkey was served, Norwegian-style, aboard the Duke while 
crossing the stormy Drake Passage. ·Not everyone was up to enjoy it, however. 

The tide gage work went well and I had an opportunity to visit some of the bird islands a zodiac-ride 
distant from Palmer. On Short Cut Island I joined three of Bill Frazer's "bird people" who were censusing 
South Polar skuas. Suddenly, one of them came to get me; they had discovered a "shorebird of some kind." 
It has been a long-time dream of mine to find a shorebird in Antarctica, and there it was, a "peep" of some 
kind, wandering around in the mosses around melting ice pools. I was able to document it with video 
footage but it was not an easy bird to identify. I have narrowed it down to either a white-rumped sandpiper 
or a Baird's sandpiper (this is my choice). If so it would be the first time this bird has been seen in 
Antarctica ... the first for an entire continent. My drawing of the prehistoric-looking southern giant petrel 
incubating her egg was interrupted for this exciting event, but here it is anyway. 
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The second part of my research was to participate in a cruise aboard the POLAR. DUKE to such 
exotic places as Crystal Sound, Hugo Island, Paradise Harbor, and the world's most beautiful place, the 
LeMaire Channel. The cruise was called SANTA CLAµS, a stretched acronym standing for Studies in 
ANTArctica, Coupled Linkages And Micro(µ)organismS. Dave Karl from the University of Hawaii was 
Chief Scientist (doing the microbiology) and photo-chemists Ken Mopper and Dave Kieber filled the ship 
with students and visiting scientists. I did the physical oceanography and underway environmental 
monitoring work. The cruise might also have been called the "Daves" cruise: there were no fewer than six 
Daves aboard. 
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There is not enough room to tell you all the adventures here, but highlights included the recovery of a 
sediment trap which had been in place for a year. While this is often a routine operation, 80% of the sea 
was covered with thick ice and the trap came up underneath one massive floe. After carefully tracking it 
using the acoustic transponder, POLAR DUKE had to do some creative ice-breaking to allow the trap to 
pop to the surface. Collecting ice samples from a zodiac (and at the same time collecting Santa Claus from 
an iceberg), a Christmas Eve visit to Deception Island in gorgeous weather,- and a visit to the Argentine 
base "Bahia Paraiso" were also memorable. 

Two other events I must tell you about. I have become the travelling expert on installing Automatic 
Weather Stations (A WS) on islands in · the Palmer Peninsula region. So I volunteered to install an A WS 
on Hugo Island, a tiny speck of real estate in the extreme South Pacific (nearly 66° south). This was done 
as part of the LTER (Long Term Ecological Research) program . . Hugo Island itself is covered with an 
extensive ice cap, but nearby are a group of unnamed islands. One had been chosen as the site for the 
latest AWS. We landed on an overcast, windy day with blowing snow. The climb to the "summit" (about 
85 feet above sea level) was in deep snow and the equipment (tower sections, 250 lb of batteries, electronic 
enclosures, guy wires, solar panel, generator, rock drills and tools) was hauled up in a banana sled. It took 
about seven hours to erect and test the A WS, which transmits its data . to the Argos satellite. Whenever 
installations like this are put in sensitive remote areas, I worry about the effect on the wildlife. Under the 
terms of the Antarctic Treaty, an environmental asse$sment of the site had to be made. There were 
penguins already at nest on the island, mostly gentoos, but they took no notice of our activities and I feel 
confident that we posed no threat to their well-being. 
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We made a second visit to the island to measure distances from the A WS to the water in order to run a sea
temperature probe. On this visit, in much better weather, that Jolly Gentleman was seen again. Becaus 
of this, and because of the season and the name of the cruise, we have decided to name this island "Sant. 

\ 

Claus Island". This will be done formally through the Geographic Board of Names and in consultation with 
the Antarctic Treaty nations. 

The other high point was Christmas Eve. Being a Norwegian ship, we followed their tradition of having 
the big celebration on Christmas Eve. The food was fantastic (a Norwegian/Chilean/American cuisine), the 
wine was dry, the beer cold and the Aqua Vite ... well, that was Aqua Vite (you gag on the first shot, quiver 
your nostrils on the second, and guzzle your third, after which you can begin to understand Norwegian). 
Once again, Santa showed up and this time delivered presents to all hands. It was possible he had tasted 
the Aqua Vite because he spoke Norwegian, Spanish, American, and Cockney all at once. He couldn't stay 
long because he had to head to the North Pole. 

One final note: although I missed the Port Aransas Christmas Bird Count, I did my own from the bow of 
the POLAR, DUKE on Christmas Day heading north across the Drake Passage. The weather was fine, but 
the ever~present swells made bow-standing a little exciting as I hope my sketch shows. Oh yes, how did 
I spend New Year's? At midnight, watching one of the world's most spectacular firework displays from the 
flying bridge of the NOAA ship Surveyor docked in Valparaiso, Chile. Read the South Jetty for details. 

-Tony Amos 

Travel ending between January 14 and 27 

+James Kaldy, January 13-15, Port Isabel, Texas, participate in research in Lower Laguna Madre . .. 
+Curtis Suttle, January 18-22, Lincoln, Nebraska and Manhatten, Kansas, present seminar, Viruses · 
Major Players in Aquatic Ecosystems at the University of Nebraska and University of Kansas. 

+Paul Montagna, January 24-27, New Orleans, Louisiana, attend Gulf of Mexico Workshop. 

•Thank you very much for continuously sending me the Lazarette Gazette. I believe that Port Aransas is 
the place where I led the most impressive and challenging life. Therefore I believe it is most cherishable. 
Presently one of my sons is going to get his Ph.D. in Metallurgical Engineering. Another is studying on a 
human balance organ in the weightless spaceship at the Baylor Medical School. I asked them to drop by 
MSI when they come to visit Port Aransas. Please take care of yourself and I wish you and your Institute 
all the good luck! 
(Dr. Byung D. Lee [M.A., 1960], President, Dongeui University, South Korea) 
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DEFINITIONS: 

GUIDELINES FOR OBTAINING CONTRIBUTION AND OTHER 
PUBLICATION NUMBERS 

Revised January 25, 1995 

Contribution number - These numbers are assigned to papers published in refereed journals only. 

Technical Report number· - These are assigned to in~house ~eports that are written and reproduced 
locally to document a body of data that may be useful to other scientists but not considered of sufficient 
sophistication or completeness for.submission to a refereedjournal. Technical Report numbers may also be 
assigned to the so-called gray literature or to final reports on contracts o~ grants;. if required/desired. 

Miscellaneous Publications numbers -These numbers are assigned to a wide variety of documents that 
do not fit either ·of the above two categories. For example, proceedings of most meetings, book chapters, 
abstracts of presented papers, papers in popular periodicals, newsletters, etc. 

GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTION NUMBERS: 

1. . When submitting manuscripts, include the.standard footnote on the title page - The University of 
Texas at Austin Marine Science Institute Contribution No. 000. 

1. Upon receipt of galley proofs, contact Patty Baker and request a contribution number. Replace the 
000 in the galley proof footnote .with the number supplied. The author(s), paper title andjournal title 
will be entered alongside the number assigned to you on a consecutive basis. At that time the 
citation will include the statement "in press". 

3. Upon receipt of reprints, provide Patty with 2 copies. She will use the reprint to complete the 
citation in the contribution li$t and then forward the papers to the library for filing by contribution 
number. This will be the final proof of our output. If for some reason you wish to have the citation 
completed prior to receipt of reprints, provide Patty with a xerox copy of the paper after the journal 
is published. Copies of the reprint will still be required_ for the official file, when available. 

Note: The judgement of which number to request will be left with the scientists; however, where there is 
some doubt as to whether or not a particular paper qualifies for a contribution number, the matter will be 
referred to the Director of MSI. 

GUIDELINES FOR TECHNICAL REPpRT NUMBERS: 

This series should be fairly straightforward. Since it will often be produced locally and not published in a 
refereed journal, Patty can assign you the number at the final stage of manuscript preparation and just 
before duplication or printing. The footnote on the title page should read as follows.: 

The University of Texas at Austin Marine Science Institute Technical Report No.##, as assigned. Upon 
receipt ofthe printed Technical Report, a copy should be sent to the Librarian for filing. 
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GUIDELINES FOR MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS NUMBERS: 

This will vary according to the type of publication. In all cases where the paper will be printed, some pro~ 
of acceptance from the editor should be in hand before requesting a number. If appropriate, the followirf_ ' 
statement should be included: 

The University of Texas at Austin Marine Science Institute Miscellaneous Publication No. ##.Upon receipt 
of the printed publication, a copy should be sent the Librarian for filing. 

Should the format of the journal or other publication not allow for a footnote listing a statement 
of contribution or other number, you should still have that paper assigned a number on our 
publication list. 
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Tide Predictions for January (For tidal heights at the tide tower, South Jetty, the Aransas Pass. 
Heights are in feet above or below mean sea level. The shaded area is nighttime. Remember, this is tidal 
height, not tidal current Slack water is when the wiggly line crosses the MSL line, not at peaks and valleys, . 
where the tidal current will be a full flood or ebb.) 
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RIV KATY SCHEDULE 1995 -

February: 
04 afternoon 
13 morning 
10 morning 
16 morning 
17 morning 
18 morning 
18 afternoon 
20 morning 
22 all day 
24 afternoon 
25 morning 

March: 
03 afternoon 
04 afternoon 
07 morning 
07 afternoon 
08 morning 
09 afternoon 
15 afternoon 
16 morning 
16 afternoon 
20 afternoon 
21 morning 
21 afternoon 
24 morning 
24 afternoon 
27 morning 
28 morning 
28 afternoon 

Global Change Workshop 
TAMU, College Station 
Magnet High School 
Duane Lake Academy 
South Plains College 
Memorial Prep School 
Mission High School 
McNeil High School 
Tarleton State University 
Ralls High School 
UT Austin Computer Services 

Randolph Middle School 
Workshop: Water, Sand, Squid, & Fish 
Incarnate Word High School 
Trinity Christian Academy 
Parkdale Baptist Middle School 
Burbank High School 
Seguin High School 
Anson Middle School 
Richland College 
Trinity Christian Academy 
Butler Co. Community College 
TAMU at Corpus Christi 
Austin Community College 
North Mesquite High School 
Travis High School 
LBJ High School 
Seguin High School 
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Rick Tinnin 
Dave Owens 
Jane Toth 
Judy Walther 
David Etheredge 
Teri Dannenberg 
Al Krulock 
Susan Willson 
Phillip Murry 
Virginia House 
Alan Cline 

Gloria Gonzalez 
Rick Tinnin 
Norma Copeland 
Bob Adams 
Peggy Pruet 
Tammie Dempsey 
Ann Bourlon 
Sharla Riddle 
Jackie Reynolds 
Bob Adams 
Tonya Kerschner 
David McKee 
Yvonne Estes 
Patty Leard 
Pam Schwarz 
Stanley Prochnow 
Ann Bourlon 



April: 
03 morning Alamo Heights Junior High School 
03 afternoon McNeil High School 
04 afternoon Stroman High School 
05 morning The Selwyn School 
05 afternoon Stroman High School 
06 morning Pheonix Academy 
06 afternoon Williams Elementary 
07 morning Williams Elementary 
07 afternoon Trinity Episcopal School 
10 morning Lake Travis High School 
10 afternoon McNeil High School 
11 afternoon Florence Middle School 
12 afternoon Williams Elementary 
13 morning Williams Elementary 
13 afternoon Clark High School 
14 morning Fort Worth Country Day School 
14 afternoon Randolph High School 
17 afternoon Clark High School . 
18 morning Lee High School 
- (from April 20 to May 2 the RIV KATY is at Port Isabel or enroute) 
22 afternoon Workshop: Life on the Rocks 
27 all day Nikki Rowe High School 
28 all day Nikki Rowe High School 

May: 
03 all day 
04 all day 
05 morning 
05 afternoon 
05 afternoon 

. 06 afternoon 
08 morning 
08 afternoon 
09 all day 
13 morning 
15 morning 
17 all day 
18 afternoon 

Gregory-Portland Junior High School 
Gregory-Portland Junior High School 
Gregory-Portland Junior High School 
Mesquite High School 
Workshop: Jetties, Marshes & Mudflat 
. Workshop: Jetties, Marshes, & Mudflats 
Liberty Hill High School 
Gonzales Jr. High School 
MacArthur High School 
Sands CISD 
Dripping Springs High School 

,. Rogers Middle School 
Chautaugua Program 

Ethan Calk 
Scott Semmens 
Nancy Vaught 
Barry Hanstein 
Nancy Vaught 
Doug Alfi.er 
Roger Stryker 
Roger Stryker 
Betty Frederick 
Ginger Johnson 
Susan Willson 
Sheri Hall 
Roger Stryker 
Roger Stryker 
Art Jennings 
Sharon Hamilton 
Joe Kethan 
Art Jennings 
Jeff Jackson 

Rick Tinnin 
Karen Disque 
Joe Kowalski 

Darlene Gooris 
Darlene Gooris 
Darlene Gooris 
Vivian Kines 
Rick Tinnin 
Rick Tinnin 
Carolyn Cobb 
JoAnn Richardson 
Carolyn Pesthy 
Don Bryan 
Sandy Southwell 
Mary Williams 
Rick Tinnin 

First cruise of re powered KLEBERG a success - Terry Whitledge took the RIV KLEBERG for her first 
research trip following repowering with a new OMC Cobra inboard/outboard unit. Terry's trip was to Bird 
Island and the Sun Oil Channel. The Acting Director/Boat Captain reported: no problems, new engine ran 
good. 

Cruise #94-627 RIV LONGHORN departed Port Aransas at 1700, October 31, enroute to Freeport, Texas. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department personnel Jan Culbertson (Chief Scientist) and Doug Peter were 
aboard for buoy placement for the TPWD Artificial Reef Program. Equipment was loaded at freeport and 
a buoy deployed at 2030 hours of November 1, Block 480, High Island. On November 2 a buoy was replaced 
on the Vancouver Reef Site, 9 miles South of Freeport at 1345 hours. Equipment was offloaded at Freeport 
and the ship returned to Port Aransas at 0700, November 3. 

8 



Cruise #94-628 RIV WNGHORN departed Port Aransas at 2300, November 9, enroute to Port Mansfield, 
arriving Port Mansfield at 08.00 of November 10. Nosed up on bank due to weather and departedjetties 
at 1400, arriving Liberty Ship Reef.site at 1545, but returned back to Port Mansfield due to weather. 
Departed Port Mansfield at 0600, November 11 and arrived Liberty Ship Reef site 0830, worked on site 
until 1400. _Arrived Port Mansfield and offioaded TPWD personnel. Departed Port Mansfield towing E'ITA 
ARMSTRONG at 0615 -November 12 and arrived in Port Aransas at 2015. TPWD personnel: Jan 
Culbertson (Chief Scientist), Paul Choucair, Dale Shively, and Doug Peter. 

-Cruise #94-629 LONGSECS CRUISE03 was conducted on November 11, 1994 between 0800 and 1630. 
Tony Amos was chief scientist. Participants . were Chuck Rowe, -Kirsten Poling, Kristen Rodda, Ellery 
Ingall, Sue Ziegler, Andy Biersmith, and Ruth Yender (NOAA). 

Cruise #94-630 LONGSECS CRUISE04 was conducted on December 19, 1994 between 0800 and 1630. 
Andi Wickham was chief scientist. Participants were Chuck Rowe and Marcus Weinbauer. 

Cruise #95-631 LONGSECS CRUISE05 was conducted on January 17, 1995 between 0800 and 1630. Tony 
Amos was chief scientist. Participants were Kristen Rodda and Marcus Weinbauer. 
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RIV LONGHORN to add Marine Technician - A new grant from the National Science Foundation is 
providing the rilea,ns for MSI to add an additional person to the RIV LONGHORN. A person is now being 
sought to fill the newly created position of Marine Technician. The new position will have duties botl
ashore and afloat in providing scientific technical services for the ship. 

Subway sandwiches and the Director search - Letter to LazGaz from Mn! He 3HaeM. 
After watching too much Tv, I had a dream last night. The guy who is all too frequently on TV advertizing 
meatball sandwiches at Subway (the one who says "I can't say just how inexpensive they are but you can 
probably find enough money behind the cushions on the sofa.'') ·was in it. In my dream he said, '1 can't say 
just how much longer it will be to find a new director, but you will probably find Bob Jones already having 
left Bermuda for still another job before it happens." 

Shipwrecks near MSI to be subject of informal meeting - The Southwest Archeological Society and 
the Texas Historical Commission will have An Informal Meeting for Social Interaction, Shipwreck 
Discussions, and Scouting the Next Wreck Project at Port Aransas. Their schedule calls for a social Friday 
evening, discussions at the Corpus Christi Museum of Science and History on Saturday with another social 
gathering Sunday evening, and a caravan to Port Aransas on Sunday. They will be showing the film 
Graveyard of the Gulf (about the 1554 Padre Island Wrecks) on Saturday. MSI played a major role in 
production of this film and the work of the RIV LONGHORN in recovery of the artifacts is one of the major 
features of the film. Other items on the program include a Caney Creek Wreck Update, the Maritime 
History of the Corpus Christi Bay Area, a Special Tour of the Padre Island Shipwreck Exhibit, and a briefing 
on the Wreck of the Oceangoing Steam Tug BAD DA COCK. Sunday the group will scout locations of both 
the BADDACOCK and the JOHN WORTHINGTON (WWII torpedo victim). If you are interested in 
participating in any of these activities, contact Barto Arnold at 512/463-5316. 
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Top ten gripes at MSI - (& contributors) 

10 - No casual dress day. (H. Abel) 

9 - Lack of window in some offices. CV. Mills) 

8 - Small boats inoperable in water depths less than two inches. (T. Whitledge) 

7 - Photo copy machine will not work without charge card. (K Dunton) 

6 - RIV LONGHORN rolls in heavy seas. (scientific stafi) 

5 - No free lunch [in cafeteria]. (maintenance staff) 

4 - Maria Selvera and Mariachi band failing to perform every Monday. 
(Mnl: He 3HaeM) 

3 - Dennis Hendricks using pickup. rather than stretch limousine for airport 
pickup and delivery. (C. Suttle) 

2 - Nude sunbathing no longer allowed near main entrance. (R. Grundy, 
0. Davila, N. Cantu, E. Ingall, J. Peterson, K Quade, P. Thomas, 0. Bandy) 

1- Insufficient land at FAML for 18-hole golf course. (C. Arnold) 

In October of 1992 we published a listing, UT graduates with work at MSI: 
1954-1992. We now need to add our graduates for the last_ two years and 
republish the listing. And we have received a number of changes of jobs and/or 
addresses. Please vaite immediately and tell us ·of any changes you have had 
since October of 92. We will put out a new list soon. · Once again a special 
thanks goes to Tony Amos for providing another opportunity for the readers of 
the LazGaz to share in his adventures. And thanks tO Patty Baker for shaping 
up the latest instructions for publications. If you don't have any other reason to save the Lazarette Gazette, you now have a good reason to save at least this issue. Thanks also to Mnl: He 3 Hae M for writing. You may have noticed he has not visited with me much since I have had to give up my ten mile walks on the beach. He handed me his letter on my now shorter in-town walk. I was by the Subway Sandwich Shop when he gave it to me. Thanks also to the many who 

provided the top te.ngripes. Actually, you guessed the truth, it was really Mnl: He 3 HaeM and Venus who Wrote them. Also thanks to Terry Whitledge, JoAnn Page, Kathy Quade, Linda Yates, and Lynn Amos for their help with this issue of the Lazarette Gaze~te. ~ohn Thompson 
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