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PORT ARANSAS or THE THRILL OF SIGNS OF LIFE ON THE VERY SMALL SCALE 

After 8 months-of cultural survival training in a true working paradise I have recently been asked to 
write some "fantastic great funny ~erious German type stuff' about my experiences at UTMSI. Well, the 
stuff that follows below will take you from the y.rorld of those little impressions to a rather fashionable 
battlefield of aquatic microbial ecology. 

Having just qrrived at the airport of Corpus Christi and already a little bit confused I entered movie 
land. Yes indeed, men with hats and boots and women with high hair all of a sudden were real. All those 
mysterious visions seemed to be reality now. My nightmare· had come true: I tempted providence by seeking 
after some experience in the promised land (North America) and ended up where even Americans told me 
not to go: Texas. I was picked up by a pretty young guy from Mr. Suttle's lab. When he introduced himself 
as Curtis Suttle, I was a little bit confused. "Life must be fast in the US" I thought to myself. With a lot 
of sympathy, my prospective advisor and his wife, Amy, picked me up, drove me through a city that was 
not much more than a couple of streets with huge displays. These billboards were aggressively competing 
for my attention . . Just in time I was rescued by a place where good food was served. I chose Texan BBQ. 
Here I slowly recovered from my first trauma while I really enjoyed the conversation. So far, I was 
convinced that probably I could survive. ,, · 



I had lefi behind a ·wonderful town in southern Germany. Despite it's small size, time off was always 
too short to attend all those Salsa and Tango classes. Very often it was not easy to choose between a good 
movie and an interesting talk to be given in the auditorium. And there was always somebody around who 
would join me for a glass of wine in a pub. Hiking and climbing in the mountains, swimming in Lake 
Constance, or bike rides to the orchards all around the lake were always fun. And all those things you could 
do on the university campus ... As I said time was always short . . When somebody .who knew Port Aransas 
told me I should take a lot of books to Texas I had a premonition of what the change would be like. My 
family and friends showed a lot of sympathy when they took me to the airport. After more than half a year 
in Port Aransas I figured that it was not as bad as I had expected it to be. I made some friends. I learned 
that being fat is not infectious and neither is constant work-o-holism. I also learned that injuries from an 
overdose of country music are not fatal and that the gossip you get to hear is not the gossip about you. I 
even started to feel so comfortable in my little environment that occasionally - just by accident - I would 
speak German to native people. And after a while I tried to change my perspective. I looked a little closer, 
and closer and then suddenly recognized the beauty of this place. There really is so much to do in Port 
Aransas. There is nothing like running on the beach when the sound of the sea is simply carrying you 
away. Or fishing. This is unique. You stand there and wait. That's it. Or bird-watching, maybe. Not!! After 
all, the simplicity of this place leads you back to your self. It heals you from the common exposure to the 
incessant flood of stimuli in the outside world. 

Let us make the transition from the subject of Port Aransas to something else. Let's say a virus. 
Take it out of its exposure to various stimuli within the environment. Take it in culture for instance. Well, 
this is how generations of microbiologists have accumulated their knowledge about viruses, as rather 
isolated subjects. And this has given them the power to do all kinds of things in biotechnology and 
molecular biology. Now what does a virus in culture have in common with a German in Texas? Both are 
a little bit out of place and therefore do not show the ·whole complexity of interactions with their 
environment. This is why, although bookshelves are filled with publications about the molecular structure 
of viruses and their interaction with specific hosts, little is known about the ecology of viruses. Viruses 
themselves are basically dead organic matter. But I would like to be dealing with life somehow. Well, 
pursuing virus ecology, scientists now picture the presence of viruses in the oceans as a manifestation of 
a complex process that, as yet, we do not understand completely. Viruses can be considered as signs oflife 
on a very· small scale, that is what makes them so interesting to me. So interesting that I decided to put 
up with the wild west. In particular, this is what I am working on at UTMSI: To evaluate the presence 
(i.e. the abundance) of viruses in the natural environment, I worked out another method for counting 
viruses and I have been putting a lot -0f effort into studying virus-bacteria associations when prepared for 
microscopy. The goal of these studies is to develop a standard method to assess the significance of specific 
virus hosts in a mixed bacterial community. 

After all, I enjoyed the experience of living in the US and learned a lot about how efficient science can 
be. People here at the institute - especially Curtis and Amy - have been very nice to me and I really like 
how much everybody cared. Eventually, there is a good chance that I will come back in '95 to do some 
more research on virus stuff. -Kilian Hennes 

MSI personnel practice fire fighting - On May 9 and 10 MSI personnel turned out to attend training 
sessions on the . use of fire extinguishers. Six separate one-hour sessions were provided by UT's Office of 
Environmental Health and Safety. Ronald Jarzenske, Fire Safety Inspector, and George Godward, UT Fire 
Marshal, conducted the training. 80 MSI faculty, staff, and students attended a session. Stephen Belyea, 
Assistant Director of the Office of Environmental Health and Safety was also in attendance. Steve was 
touring MSI for the first time. 
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First Session Courses and Schedule - June 2 - July 9 

Time 
8:00 

8:30 

9:00 
9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 

11 :30 

12:00 

12:30 
13:00 

13:30 

14:00 

14:30 

15:00 

15:30 
16:00 

16:30 

17:00 

Estuarine Ecology (undergraduate). General ecological principles of estuarine 
environments in Texas, including physiography, hydrography, and plant and animal 
community structure and productivity. 
Dr. Dunton. 

Marine Invertebrates (undergraduate). Study of invertebrate taxonomy, structure, 
behavior, and ecology, with a focus on invertebrate habitats of the Texas coast. 
Dr. Montagna. 

Biological, Oceanography. Marine plankton, benthos and 
nekton distribution and abundance in the sea; primary-sec0ndary 
productivity; interactions with chemical and physical parameters. 
Dr. Suttle and Dr. Buskey 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

M115 L232 M115 L232 M115 L232 M115 L232 M115 L232 
Mar Mar Mar 

Invert Est Invert Mar Invert 

Lee Ecol Lee Invert Lee 

Lab Lab 

Est Est Est 

Ecol Biol 1 Ecol Biol 1 Ecol 

Lee Ocean Lee Ocean Lee 
Lee Lee 

Lunch 12: 1 5-13:00 for Summer Students 

Biol Est Biol Mar 

Ocean Ecol Ocean Invert 

Lab Lab lab Lab 

+L230B 2 +L230B 2 

Seminar 

3 



''Familiar Faces" --graduate students in the Department of Marine Science who are returning to Port 
Aransas for the summer after their year in Austin: Andy Biersmith, Kris Drescher, Randy Garza, Sharon 
Herzka, Mark Lanzotti, Kristen Rodda, Todd Sperry, Scott Williams, and Sue Ziegler. 

''New Comers" --four new Marine Science graduate students are in Port Aransas for the summer and will 
be returning to Austin next year: Lauren Clark (University of South Carolina), Claire Fernandez (Texas 
A&M University), James Piper (University of Texas), and Kris Ritter (Texas A&M University). 

"Short Timers" -- Twenty undergraduates from UT-Austin are attending the summer session: Lori 
Anderson, Shelley Anthony, Diane Birsner, Peter Bohls, Jason Brown, Pete Brunet, Carina Chiscano, 
Charles Even, Debra Finn, David Kinney, Danielle LeBlanc, Carl Meilahn, Ann Middleton, Roger Muniz, 
Traci Prude, Chris Restall, Taylor Sprenkle, Ethan Thompson, Brian Trainor, and Joe Wheat. Three 
undergraduates from Southwest Texas State University are attending: Christina King, Kelly Mulheron, and 
Meredith Pederson. Also attending are Colin Ocker, Texas A&M University; Cynthia Valdez, Trinity 
University; Janelle Wood, Washington State University; and Justin Esslinger, Texas A&M University
Corpus Christi. -Kathy Quade 

Travel ending between May 14 and May 27 

+Ed Buskey, May 18-21, Groton, Connecticut, present seminar, Selective feeding of larval fish on 
microzooplankton: importance of size, image contrast and behavior patterns, at the University of 
Connecticut. 

+Terry Whitledge, May 23-25, Washington D.C., to attend NOAA Estuarine Eutrophication Workshop. 

+Curtis Suttle, May 23-27, Las Vegas, New Mexico, to present papers entitled, New molecular methods 
for marine organisms and Mycoplasma infection of diatoms at the American Society Microbiology meeting. 

+Terry Whitledge, May 25-27, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to attend Nutrient Enhanced Coastal Ocean 
Productivity (NECOP) program meeting for principal investigators. 

• This is just a note to say "thank you" to you and all your group at The University of Texas Marine Science 
Institute for providing such a wonderful learning experience for my grandchild, Trent Taylor, and all the 
other Scouts on Oceanography Day. I know it took a tremendous amount of time and effort to organize such 
a well planned day, and I wanted you to know how much it was appreciated. Trent is still talking about 
all the things he saw and did, and I am sure he will remember it for a long time to come. My camera is not 
the best in the world, but I did get a few snapshots as a remembrance of the day. Thought perhaps you 
might like to have a copy, also, so am enclosing them with this note. 
(To John Thompson from Joanne Bailey) 
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• There must have been a master building blueprint for Marine Institutes, because the facility in Long 
Beach, California, is a dead ringer for the PA place. I recently spent one day of the National Science 
Teachers' Convention at the research facility of the University of California. We were hauled out for a three
hour cruise (Gilligan's Island did come up during the trip) complete with plankton tow and benthos grab 
and then had a chance to examine our specimens in the lab. It was deja vu allover again for me. I was 
reliving my first trip to the ocean with the biology students from Park College back in 1964. I recall from 
our trip on the old LORENE that most of us wondered if it was always so choppy in the Gulf (we were in 
the ship channel) and why were we so sick going out and so frisky coming back. We were breathing diesel 
fumes most of the way and that LORENE had a great roll. It is a wonder I ever wanted to see salt water 
again after that trip. The new crop of researchers doesn't know how good they have it. The people live from 
grant to grant out there, too. I guess some things never change. Surely a reunion of some sort can't be far 
off. Once the Elder hostels are up and running, you guys will be ready to show off all the neat new stuff to 
us veterans. I had forgotten how much fun it can be picking squirmy things out of marine sediments and 
unloading a net-full after a trawl. Those little beaks on a shrimp can give a nasty poke. 
(Terry Gillespie, M.A., 1968) 
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Tide Predictions for June (For tidal heights at the tide tower, South Jetty, the Aransas Pass. 
Heights are in feet above or below mean sea level. The shaded area is nighttime. Remember, this is tidal 
height, not tidal current. Slack water is when the wiggly line crosses the MSL One, not at peaks and valleys, 
where the tidal current will be a full flood or ebb.) 
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Weather Report May 9-22 

-Andi Wickham 

Charles Pearson MSI's new Mechanic/Technician - Charles Pearson has joined the MSI maintenance 
crew. Charles occupies the slot which was vacated by the resignation of Ronnie Revell. Charles has many 
years of experience in the building and construction trades as a carpenter and mill work technician, and also 
in airconditioning and electrical work. He is a graduate of Quapaw Vocational-Technical School in 
cabinetmaking and joinery and of South Arkansas University-Technical in Electrical-Mechanical. He is 
certified in Texas as a vocational teacher in carpentry, cabinetry, electrical, and plumbing and taught for 
two years at Magnolia High School. Most recently he was a maintenance technician for Montgomery 
Drilling of Montgomery, Texas and before that was a Contractor for four years specializing in the complete 
construction of residential and light commercial structures. Charles (better known as Chuck) now lives in 
Portland with his wife Reta, a biology teacher at Portland High School, and their two children. Mathew, 
13 years of age, enjoys computers; and Rachel, 10 years of age, is an aspiring poet. The Pearsons are 
planning to build a new home in Port Aransas on Cotter Street soon. Chuck enjoys fishing, woodworking, 
and flying. He is currently restoring a 1946 Ercoupe Airplane. 

Dr. Gordon Gunter - I visited with Dr. Gordon Gunter, the second director of the Marine Science 
Institute, the founder of our journal, and the author of Studies on Marine Fishes of Texas, in Volume 1, no. 
1, of Publications of the Institute of Marine Science (now Contributions in Marine Science). He earned his 
Ph.D. at The University of Texas, and was a student of Dr. E. J. Lund-founder ofMSI. On my way to the 
SAIL (South Atlantic & Gulf of Mexico Librarians) meeting at Panama Beach, Florida, I visited with several 
colleagues at other marine laboratories. After talking with Malcolm Ware of the Gunter Library at the 
Ocean Springs Marine Laboratory in Mississippi, I learned that Dr. Gunter had asked that I stop by after 
my library visit. Dr. Gunter was eager to learn where Bob Jones had gone, and wanted to know if we had 
a new director. He talked of changes at the Gulf Marine Laboratory and particularly about the Gunter 
Library. We talked about gifts to this library such as the Abell Endowment, gifts from ex-students such 
as Dr. Dick Hoese, and others. He talked about his own post retirement project, the Gunter Archives, and 
made sure I left with a complete set for the MSI library. I enjoyed most the stories about the early days 
at MSI. He talked about going to Galveston as a student with Dr. Lund. Dr. Lund, a stately early 20th 
century gentleman, slept in a night shirt; however, it was forgotten on this trip. He and Dr. Lund spent 
a better part of the first day hunting a store which sold nightshirts. He shared several more stories, which 
cannot be printed here. You must visit him yourself to hear these stories. If you go to Ocean Springs, he 
would enjoy a visit. -Ruth Grundy 
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Wyatt Harris is Boatman of the Year - The Port Aransas Boatmen Association has named Wyatt 
Harris as Boatman of the Year. Wyatt began work as the Storekeeper at MSI last February. Before that 
Wyatt ran a charter boat for ten years and worked for Deep Sea Headquarters in Port Aransas. Prior to 
his resignation from Deep Sea last August, he was Captain of the GULF EAGLE. Wyatt was featured in 
a major front page picture article of Port Aransas' South Jetty newspaper last week. Those who have come 
in contact with Wyatt at MSI and know his enthusiasm, competence, and hard work, can easily understand 
how he was selected for this honor. 

Rick Kalke selected for Jerry McDonald Citizenship Award - At the recent Scout Blue and Gold 
Banquet, Rick Kalke was presented with the Jerry McDonald Foundation's annual Citizenship Award. This 
award is presented to an adult for outstanding volunteer work with Port Aransas youth. Rick was 

recognized for his work as Tiger Cub Leader, Wolf and Bear Den Leader, Webelos Leader, and presently 
as Scoutmaster of Port Aransas_-Boy Scout Troop 29 as well as work . with his church and other youth 
activities in Port Aransas. Last summer Rick took the Scouts to the Buffalo Trails Scout Camp in the Davis 
Mountains and is planning to do so again this summer. 

• My name is Ezra Olson and I am a person who is an expert in oceans and its life forms ... The really 
important thing that I was really surprised to learn was about tiny creatures that live in the great depths 
in our oceans. The thing that really gets your attention to these creatures is the way they have of lighting 
up just like a light bulb and they use special chemicals to do so. Now that is very interesting to me and I 
was very happy that I had· been taught this bit of information. I really paid attention to the speaker and I 
can't forget that information. It's so amazing! ... ! have really liked this program and it really brightened me 
up .... (Ezra Olson, Palacios) 

• My name is Jacob Olson. On April 23, 1994 I went and got registered with my brother Ezra .... The third 
place we went to was lunch. We got in a line with about 200 starving boy scouts in it .... I got to look at where 
they ate and where they sleep and watch TV. I also even got to use their bathroom .... When I got off of the · 
boat I was sad because it was such a good ride ..... Again I would like to thank you for going out of your way 
so I could get my merit badge. I learned a lot and so far five people in my family have been on the same trip. 
Two are Eagle Scouts and three of us will be Eagle Scouts within the next year ... (Jacob Olson, Palacios) 

• I immensely enjoyed Oceanography Day. I feel that it was informative, fun, and a great opportunity to 
earn an otherwise difficult merit badge ... I found the bridge an interesting and complex area, and I believe 
I would enjoy piloting one of such vessels immensely, if not digging through the mud .... In another four years 
I will be choosing a college. I am not certain what I want to study, but Oceanography seems as good a field 
as any .... I can almost assure you that if I wish to study Oceanography, I will do so at The University of 
Texas, which I believe to have a superior program...... (Ted Wild, Round Rock) · 

•I had a terrific time at Oceanography Day. I really learned a lot. At the station where they showed 
oceanography equipment it was more heavy duty that I thought and there was a lot more than I 
expected ... Also on the boat we got to send down a bottom sampler and we got to fish around in the stinky 
stuff...... (Brad Scoggins, Austin) 
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• My name is Kyle Primrose. I'm from Houston, Texas. For most of my life I have wanted to get a job 
dealing with the ocean and the animals in it. I was very excited about going to the oceanography day event. 
I was surprised when I arrived Friday because I am a future Aggie and was expecting for some reason that 
this was Texas A & M campus. I soon got over the fact that it is a Longhorn campus and enjoyed the rest 
of the weekend ..... Second I went to the plankton lab and plankton net session. I love to do hands on things 
and be able to see what someone is talking about. Being able to see all the little organisms under the 
microscope was the absolute coolest thing the whole weekend .... The boats were huge. I thought they were 
going to be little fishing boats, boy was I wrong .... In conclusion I am very happy that I went and even more 
excited about being an oceanographer. (Kyle Primrose, Houston) 

• Then we went to look at different sorts of plankton. That was one of the most interesting displays I have 
ever seen. We looked at jelly-like organisms akin to jelly fish. We also looked at smaller organisms under 
the microscope. They looked like little monsters. The University sure has a very cool array of 
plankton .... Even after going to the plankton lab and smelling those little crabs and plankton, I had my 
appetite. I got a big sloppy joe with lots of pickles, and a glass of Kool-Aid. I was glad to see that Dr. 
(emphasis James? Terry Whitledge showed scout spirit and helped out by serving pickles .... We also ooohed and 
aaahed over all of the stuff in the live tanks. We got to hold weird fish, strange shrimp, and cool crabs! 
Some of them were semi-dangerous, so our guide told us how to hold them. The boat ride was awesome! .... 
(James Sullivan, Austin - James is the son of UT A & E Services CiviVStructural Engineer Pat Sullivan) 

• It's a dream for me to go to the ocean ..... When I heard about this merit badge at my troop meeting I really 
fell out of my seat! ..... Lunch was good. The boy that sat next to me got his lunch crapped on by a seagull!! 
I couldn't stop laughing about the splattering sound it made!! ..... The trip was really awesome. I loved it!!! 
Thank you so much, whoever organized the day!! (James Davis, Fort Worth) 

• I enjoyed the day even more than I previously thought I would, and now even my science teacher wants 
to know what I saw and learned at the Marine Science Institute .... The research talk seminar was a great 
course and I learned much, in between the jokes of the instructors ..... (Trent Taylor, Richmond) 

• I thank you a lot for inviting me to Oceanography Day. I can't tell you how much fun I had at it. I would 
go back to it if I had the chance. (signed) Future Marine Biologist, David McCarl (David McCarl, Houston) 

• The second talk and filmstrip was on b ioluminescence. I learned a whole lot from that. I learned so much 
I told my science teacher things she didn't even know, when we studied it in science class ...... ! am glad I took 
the opportunity to be a part of this great and once in awhile experience. (Paul Butterfras, Deer Park) 

• · ..... an elderly fellow talked about his research in Antarctica .... (Jimmy Milkavich, Houston) 

• We found some live sea dollars .... This was also extremely interesting .... All the way back we stared into 
the waters wondering what secrets they held .... ! would like to go to Oceanography Day again, but I hope I 
do not have to. (Walker Perkins, Houston) 

• I think that taking advantage of this fun but yet educational day was worth all the writing we had to do 
in order to qualify. (Ricky Molina, Houston) 

•I am considering a career in Oceanography or Marine Biology. This visit to Oceanography Day helped 
me learn more about the jobs of a Marine Biologist and a little about the career of an Oceanographer. 
(Ryan Medrano, Houston) 

• It was time for lunch, which consisted of Sloppy Joes along with chips, cookies, and extremely watered 
down punch. It was incredible! It was delicious! Heck, it was just good. (Michael Klein, The Woodlands) 
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• I watched the fiag ceremony with great pride in being American and knowing that I was free. Friday, 
on the drive to Port Aransas, I found out that President Nixon had died. I seemed prouder than ever 
Saturday, to be an American, because I knew that if America wasn't so safe, the American fiag would fiy at 
half mast all year, every day. (Ross Melancon, The Woodlands) 

•After those slides, it made me think that I might be an oceanographer; but I don't think I have the guts 
to be one. I think I'll just be a stockbroker, like my Dad, or maybe a lawyer. (Tommy Hayes, The Woodlands) 

• There was also man went to the antarctic to try to help the land there from being dumped on. 
(Christopher Hernandez, Austin) 

• Oceanography Day was a very fu,n day and an experience I will never forget. I learned new stuff and had 
fun all at the same time. (Greg Myrick, Georgetown) 

• Then our group rounded up for our last farewells and we went our separate ways for the long trip home. 
It was wonderfu,l! (Gareth Gingell, Houston) 

You may have been curious concerning Kilian Hennes' lead about being asked 
to write some fantastic great fu,nny serious German type stuff. Among my 
devices for seeking contributions to the Lazarette Gazette is to go ahead with 
the masthead drawing ,and send it to the prospective author, complete with a 
less than serious suggested title printed out beside their name in the contents 
box. If these suggestions are going to be bounced back at me by the authors, 
I will have to be much more careful. A few weeks back I solicited an article 
with a suggested title of Hot sex with Madonna under the cold Arctic ice. (The 
response was not quite so close on target as was Kilian's.) Last issue I changed 

a sentence at the last moment and allowed two typos to sneak in on the front page-discovering my 
mistake only after the LazGaz was ready for mailing. We aren't perfect but we do try; so patient 
Patty Baker and yours truly got to spend a few hours pulling staples and replacing the front sheet 
of 280 copies. This big deal was put in proper perspective when I received my issue of Texas 
Highways. With great anticipation I turned to the feature article on MSI, but instead of the five 
pages promised by the table of contents, all I found was one. Texas Highways is a quality magazine; 
how ironic that my own copy with MSI's feature article was part of a rare error. A special thanks 
to Kilian Hennes for his German type stuff and to Tony Amos and Ruth Grundy and our regular 
helpers Andi Wickham, Lynn Amos, Linda Yates, JoAnn Page, Kathy Quade, and Patty Baker. 

-John Thompson 
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