
' .. 

The 
lazarette 
Gazette 
NEWS FROM 
The University of Texas at Austin 
MARINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE 
Port Aransas, Texas 78373-1267 

Vol. 3, Issue 4, 25 February 1994 

In this issue of Lazarette Gazette -

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 
l\MRINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE 

PORT ARANSAS, TEXAS 

FEB 2 5 1994· 

Our favorite fiscal five plus one . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cover 
Ed Buskey: Carrie Bow Cay, Belize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Nine papers presented by MSI scientists at two meetings . ~ ................. . 5 
Not so famous MSI buildings: The ChickeDhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Regular sections: library - p. · 3, irish pennants - p. 4, trip reports &-travel - p. 4, egabrag 
woes-· · p. 6, tony's tidings-p. 7, editor's note-p. 8 

MERRY CREW OF THE MARITORNES TWO TELL ALL: 

lrve been running the Fiscal Office for 16 of the nearly 18 years since I (and my husband Tony) joined 
MSI. The sun, salt-air, and relaxed environm.ent were powerful inducements for one who ·grew up in 
Bermuda but had just spent 10 years in New York. Our only child, Michael (now 28), grew up in Port 
Aransas and attended Texas A&I University (now Texas A&M at Kingsville). To study at the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts, he returned to New York City, where he remains with his wife Tallia, pursuing 
fame on the stage (sometimes intermittently). 

The Fiscal Office crew of five-and-a-half pushes the volumes of paperwork associated with research at MSI. 
We are an interface with UT-Austin's supporting-staff offices and subsections, serving as a local 
representative for Accounting, Purchasing, Vouchering, Receiving, Inventory, Travel, Sponsored Projects, 
etc. 

This brigade is "black-hatted" because their leader goes on periodic crocheting-binges (usually in the winter) 
and then makes them wear the results! They're good sports ... and hard-working, intelligent, under-paid, 
dependable, dutiful, remarkably cooperative (usually), and astonishingly good-humored (generally). And 
I mean every word. · -Lynn Amos 



· l ·I started to work for the University of Texas in January 1978 as a Clerk-Typist, and over a period 
of a few years advanced to Accounting Clerk III in charge of the Accounting section in the Fiscal Office. 

My husband Homer and I first came to the island when we purchased the Newport Motor Inn in 1973. 
After we lost it to a fire I stayed home for a few years with two teenagers and a toddler (also a husband). 
I was lucky enough to be hired by the University and have been here 16 years. I hope to stay until I retire 
or win the lottery. 

Homer is in the marine diving and salvage business and is an ex-Navy Frogman, Game Warden, and 
Sheriff. Homer III, our oldest, is now 34 but gave us all a shock when he fell overboard on the weekend 
of his 19th birthday, about 20 miles out in the Gulf. He was calm and knowledgeable enough to make a 
float from his blue jeans by tieing knots in the legs and filling them with air periodically. He now works 
for Crowley Towing Company and travels to other countries on their tugs. He has a beautiful wife, Sherry, 
and son Daniel and they are expecting another in late May. Mike is 30, has worked for Central Power & 
Light for 12 years and is advancing up the ranks. He lives on the island and has the sand between his toes. 
Meg, our youngest, is 19 and is a freshman at Texas A&M University in College Station. fm sorry, John, 
I tried to make a Longhorn out of her, but we can't all be perfect. -Vicki Roberson 

l A decade! That's how long fve been at MSI in the Fiscal Office. It's hard to remember, but I think 
I was working in a local hardware store when I was shanghaied by Lynn and JoAnn (Page). Those two told 
me to lock myself in my room for a couple of weeks, at least long enough to brliSh up my typing skills. 

·After 10 months and a chunk of on-the-job-training, I was put in charge of the Purchasing section. A small 
sign over my door says "trauma center". I wonder why? 

I have two beautiful daughters: Whitney (22), my fiery redhead, lives in Port Aransas, while Dana (29) and . 
her husband, Bob, live in Dallas, and made me a very proud grandmother-Natasha is five, smarter than 
everybody and a live-wire. I enjoy traveling. I -moved to Port Aransas from Ingleside in 1961. Now I like 
to see what the rest of the world looks like: weekend road-trips are a favorite, especially in the hill
country. -Faye Smith 

l I was born in a small log cabin ... oops, wrong story. I have worked at MSI for almost nine years. I 
live in Aransas Pass with my husband, Jim, and two children, Stacy (10) and Taylor (8). My children were 
both born in December because our religion deems we only mate in Marc;h. Jim works at Fowler Lumber 
in Aransas Pass and is a member of the AP Volunteer Fire Department. I started working at MSI as John 
Thompson's secretary, then I was Dr. Parker's secretary for a while, and then Lynn approached me about 
my present position when the previous person ("Little Vicki") quit. I have an excellent boss (sucking noise) 
and work with good people (more sucking noise) but I have NO REAL WINDOW! Thank you. 

Humorous Story: Don Gibson and I have been working on getting some UT equipment back from an 
Aransas Pass vendor for the past year. The equipment was sent in for repair and then the owners left 
town. Finally, this last week, we were able to meet with the lawyer in charge of handling the matter. He 
took us to a place where the equipment was stored. This place had a dirt road leading to it, a high fence 
around it, and a big dog inside the fence. I let Don go in first. The storage room was packed and Don had 
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to climb in and over lots of junk to look for our stuff. As the dog and I watched him go deeper into the 
storage room I lost sight of him. Now I was going to have to go back and explain to John Thompson that 
I couldn't find our lost UT equipment and I also lost Don Gibson. To make things more difficult, Don 
doesn't have a UT tag on him and locating anything without a tag is impossible. Luckily, Don emerged and 
we left with our treasures which are now to be put on bid-sale. -Venus Mills 

l rm an Accounting Clerk I in the Fiscal Office and have been at MSI for nearly two-and-a-half years. 
My husband and I, JB, moved to Port Aransas five years ago from Burnet, Texas. JB is the manager of 
Island Retreat Condominiums, and on his days off he enjoys hunting but only when he is not fishing (which 
is most of the time!). Before coming to MSI, I was a Parole Officer in Corpus Christi but found working 
in a fiscal office to be a somewhat safer occupation (as long as you keep a sharp eye on Venus). I enjoy 
jogging and working-out at the gym in my spare time. I also plan to start at Texas A&M/Corpus Christi 
in the fall to begin a Masters degree in Interdisciplinary Studies. -Erin Meuth 

l I started working at MSI part-time in September 1993, in the Fiscal Office's accounting. section. I 
have lived in Port Aransas for two years and love most everything about it. My husband, Garland, and I 
have two sons, Brent (24) and Karl (27). We also have a beautiful daughter-in-law named Tabatha. 'I enjoy 
going fishing with my husband and friends (to watch) and can't wait to get to work every Tuesday to see 
what Venus has been up to. -Sandy Birdwell 

New Lasergraphics slide maker - The library has recently moved some of the 
furniture. You will note that the card catalog has been moved to the front of the 
circulation desk and the unbound reprints have been moved out of the compact 
shelving near the map case and are now easily accessed. The atlas cases are still 
in the center of the public area. Filling the vacated space is a new IBM 486 
computer dedicated for use with the Lasergraphics slide maker. Also hooked to 
the Lasergraphics equipment is the library Mac HSI. Lasergraphics software has 
been placed on both the Mac and IBM computers. Slide Write Plus and Lotus 
Freelance Graphics have also been placed on the IBM. This equipment was 
purchased by the Marine Science Institute to provide the capability for our staff 

and students to make professional quality slides for their presentations. Lasergraphics uses 35mm slide 
film. The equipment has been heavily used in the first two weeks that it has been in the library. 

We are currently placing duplicate reprints in a giveaway box by the interlibrary loan form box on the 
circulation counter. Please feel free to select any or all of the reprints in that box. -Ruth Grundy 
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Did I ever tell you about the time ..... These words seem to get attention when all 
else fails. You are going to hear of someone's adventures. You are going to have 
an open ear. When I think of life without adventure I think of some of my closest 
friends. They can be smart, hold a degree, anything .... You'll never hear about the 
time .... My kids are amazed when we sit down and I tell of my adventures 
throughout life. Mark Twain has nothing over me. Adventure is an experience, 
but an experience is not an adventure. Adventure is life. Life without adventure 
is merely an experience. 

Heard this story a while back by Ron Revell, our lead carpenter. It seems he's a pretty good hunter, but not much of a fisherman. One freezing windy morning (50°) Ron made his way to the deer blind. Stumbling through the brush and loudly expressing his inner thoughts, Ron finally climbs into his blind. Behind can be seen hon hon (Moon Pies) wrappers, which Ron claims were trail markers. 

Easing back in his seat out of the cold and wind, Ron's comfort overtakes him. Thinking Big Buck, Ron's eyes can no longer stay in the open position, and he drifts into a deep deep sleep. (You have to picture the next few lines.) Ron is abruptly awakened by the loud snorting of a huge bull which had stuck his head into Ron's blind. In all the excitement Ron desperately attempts to open the simplest of all locking devices. The poor bull, being startled by Ron (fighting for his life), makes a hasty departure. Ron finally does the same in the opposite direction. Happy Hunting! -Barnacle 

Carrie Bow Cay, Belize - Jay Peterson and I recently returned from a two 
week trip to Carrie Bow Cay on the barrier reef of Belize. This work was part of 
an NSF funded project to study the swarming behavior of the copepod Dioithona 
occulata, which forms small, incredibly dense swarms underneath the mangrove 
canopy in this area. We conducted field and laboratory studies of this swarming 
behavior to try and determine how and why these copepods form dense swarms. 

Carrie Bow Cay is a small island (less than one acre in area) about 15 miles off the coast of Belize. The Smithsonian Institution operates a field station on Carrie Bow that includes a couple of small laboratories, a running seawater system, a fleet of three small boats and housing for up to 8 scientists. ~Volunteer station managers are in charge of day-to-day operations on the island, such as keeping the boats and generator running; they stay on the island usually for periods of two to three weeks. A local cook makes the meals, which often make use of local ingredients, including conch, coconut and any fish the station managers or scientists might provide. The island is surrounded by beautiful coral reefs. 

Island recreation includes snorkeling on the nearby reefs, playing horseshoes, and fishing. Learning the proper way to remove the husks off coconuts growing on the island (and the various uses for coconut milk) can provide some entertainment as well. For those not willing to venture into the water, the outhouses at the end of a pier overhanging the reef provide a nice view both in front of and below you. 

Our field work was carried out near Twin Cays, about three kilometers from Carrie Bow. The dense mangrove stands on Twin Cays provide the habitat needed for our studies. The field work involves 
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underwater videotaping of swarming behavior, for later analysis back in Port Aransas. We also collect 
swarms of copepods in zip-lock bags to use for laboratory experiments back on Carrie Bow. Even though 
the coral reefs are usually the focus of most of the studies at Carrie Bow, the mangroves are an extremely 
important habitat and also provide a very interesting area to snorkel and observe marine organisms. The 
prop roots of the mangroves are covered with colorful sponges, anemones and numerous other invertebrates, 
and these areas provide a habitat for numerous fish (including some rather large barracuda). Although we 
were in Belize during the rainy season (it often rained two or three times a day for as much as fifteen to 
twenty minutes), we had a productive trip and accomplished all our goals. I will be returning to Carrie Bow 
for at least two more trips, one in late May or early June and again next January. -Ed Buskey 

Travel ending between February 12 and 25 

+David Jirsa, Patti Pickering, February 10-12, Conroe, participant at Texas Aquaculture 1994 Convention 
and Trade Exposition. 

+Joan Holt, Cecilia Riley, February 10-12, present paper, The role of temperature and, day length on egg 
production in four species of captive-bred coral reef fishes, at the Texas Aquaculture Association 1994 
Convention and Trade Exposition. 

+Connie Arnold, Allen Davis, February 10-12, present paper, Growth response of Penaeus setiferus to four 
commercial feeds under controlled laboratory conditions, at the Texas Aquaculture Association 1994 
Convention and Trade Exposition. 

+Rick Tinnin, February 17-20, Berkley and Pasadena, California, meet with project directors at Lawrence 
Hall of Science and attend TOPEX/Poseidon Oceanography Satellite Educators Conference, Oceans and 
Climate. 

+Ellery lngall, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Evidence for enhanced phosphorus 
regeneration from sediments overlain by oxygen depleted waters, at the American Geophysical 
Union/American Society of Limnology and Oceanography/National Ocean Sciences Meeting 
(AGU/ASLO/NOSM). 

+Dean Stockwell, Terry Whitledge, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Primary 
production patterns in two South Texas estuaries both coping with a Brown Tide organism, at 
AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 

+Rainer Amon, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Bacterial utilization of low molecular 
weight and high molecular weight DOM, at AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 

+Stephen Opsahl, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Long-term degradation patterns 
of vascular plant tissues, at AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 

+Bopi Biddanda, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, High frequency of dividing cells 
in deep-sea bacteria: potential for estimating bacterial growth rates in the ocean's interior, at 
AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 

+Ron Benner, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Concentration and composition of 
dissolved organic matter in the Mississippi River plume, at AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 

+DeanPakulski, February 21-25, San Diego, California, present paper, Microbial metabolism and nutrient 
cycling in the Mississippi River plume: evidence for intense nitrification of intermediate salinities, at 
AGU/ASLO/NOSM. 
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The Chickenhouse - In the fifties MSI was desperate for space; so desperate that a former chickenhouse 
was-in all seriousness-included in a diagram of MSI facilities. The undated plan reproduced below is 
before 1959 because it still lists program heads Conover (Botany) and Kornicker (Geology) while failing to 
list Parker (Chemistry), who took over the spacious (120 square feet) Botany Office-Lab, where Toni 
Martinez now has the ice maker and convection oven in the kitchen. And where the ladies formerly had 
their bathroom, partitions have been removed and Toni now washes the di.shes. 
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Now we hardly give unisex 
bathrooms a thought. 
However it appears that if 
Dr. Oppenheimer felt the call 
of nature he was expected to 
walk past the entrance to the 
Ladies, down the stairs and 
back up the stairs to the 
adjacent building, past 

· Secretary Lyla Olive, past 
Technical Staff Assistant 
John Meadows in the Ecology 
Laboratory and find the little 
room marked Men in the 
building now known as Dorm 
A. Returning to the subject 
of the building officially 
known as dead storage 
(chicken house), this building 
did begin life as a chicken 
house, but by 1960 it was 
being used to house MSI's 
outboard motors. Dead 
storage was an appropriate 
name because MSl's outboard 
motors might not have been 
dead, but they were all 
frozen. The first time I went 
in the chickenhouse there 
were four outboard motors on 
a rack-and you could not 
pull the starter cord on one of 
them. There were also two 
tall crates, which housed 
25 hp. Evinrudes with four 

foot shaft extensions; formerly used on an Office of Naval Research hydrofoil boat project elsewhere, these 
motors were also seized solid. Joe Tracy and Johnny Martin Mathews eventually restored all these motors 
to life; but when we returned following Hurricane Carla, we found only smooth sand where once the 
chickens roosted and the outboard motors froze. -John Thompson 
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Weather Report-February 7-20, 1994 
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-Lynn Amos 

Tide Predictions for March (For tidal heights at the tide tower, South Jetty, the Aransas Pass. 
Heights are in feet above or below mean sea level. The shaded area is nighttime. Remember, this is 
tidal height, not tidal current Slack water is when the wiggly line crosses the MSL line, not at peaks and 
valleys, where the tidal current will be a full flood or ebb.) 
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John Shaw was promoted to Mechanic!I'echnician Supervisor of the MSI Physical Plant crew on January 
1, 1994. John has his work cut out for him, and we ,want to take this opportunity to wish him luck. 
(More about John in a later issue. -Editor) 

Wyatt Harris is the new Storekeeper for Physical Plant. Wyatt joined the crew on February 9 and we 
want to extend a warm welcome to him. Wyatt and his wife Lisa have been residents of Port Aransas since 
1987. They have an 11 year old son, Bryant and nine year old daughter, Ashley, who attend school in Port 
Aransas. Wyatt was most recently employed at Colombia Electrical Supply. Prior to that he was for six 
years at Deep Sea Headquarters. Before moving to Port Aransas Wyatt had his own construction company 
for many years. 

Ronnie Revell, after fourteen years of fine carpentry work, has decided to retire effective February 28, 
1994. It has bee:ti reported that Ronnie will be doing a lot of fishing and hunting. (See Irish Pennants for 
Barnade's Revell/hunting story.-Editor) -JoA.nn Page 

I 
Unless this is your first issue, if you bother to read this column you are probably a person who has 
noticed that the name keeps changing on the little sailboat on the masthead. This follows the · 
tradition established by another great literary and artistic publication, Walt Kelly's comic strip Pogo. 
The name on Pogo's little skiff would sometimes change within even the same daily strip, but it 
always had a basic recurring name, which was The Robert E. Lee. Our little boat does have its own 
name also, which is the Maritornes II- the name of my real little sailboat. Maritornes number one 
was a little sailboat (sharpie sloop) I built in 1957. At that time I was reading Don Quixote, and 
Maritornes was a small (both very minor character and also in stature a dwarf) lady of dubious 
repute. Why I wanted to name my boat after her I no longer remember; why I thought to use it this 
week and mention it now I don't know-could it be the way the gals in the black hats are smiling 
and waving? No, of course not. Thanks especially to Ed Buskey, Ruth Grundy, and Bill Piepmeier 
for articles this issue and to regulars Tony Amos, Lynn Amos, Kathy Quade, JoAnn Page, Linda 
Yates, and Patty Baker. And thanks to the ladies in the fiscal office: Lymi. Amos, Faye Smith, 
Venus Mills, Vicki Roberson, Erin Meuth, and Sandy Birdwell. Never was a request for a few lines 
more completely fulfilled-not just biographies, but humorous stories, campaigning for better 
salaries, and Veims has gone public in her campaign for a window in her office.-John Thompson 
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THE Fm.ST ANNUAL UTMSI MARDI GRAS OLYMPICS! 
IN CONCERT WITH 

THE ?rH ANNUAL GSA MARDI GRAS PARTY, 5 MARCH 1994 

The timing of the Winter Olympics and our usual Mardi Gras-style party offers some unique 

entertainment possibilities in the form of some friendly, off-the-wall competition, open to not only 

students from MSI, F AML and Austin, but also staff and faculty (and maybe their spouses and kids, 

even). What follows is the list of the three "sporting" events to take place on the Wilson Lawn 

beginning at 6:00 pm (to ensure adequate light) with brief descriptions. Please read them over, and get 

your team together! The rules are a little wacky but not too difficult to understand; they'll be posted 

well before March 5th, but any team captain can get an extra copy from me to plot their team's strategy 

well ahead of time. All teams must be composed of two men and two women (after all, this is 1994), but 

if any potential teams want an exception, rll consider it on a case-by-case basis. Points will be allotted 

to teams depending on how they finish, and their ranking will determine how the teams line up to get 

their food. (You see, we think it only fair that those who compete should get first shot at the chow. 

This is serious stuff, man, just like the real Olympics. There's even a rumor that thez;e will be gold, 

silver and bronze medals for the top three teams.) The rest of the evening will be conducted in typical 

UTMSI party style. If you belong to the athletically disadvantaged (or disinclined), do come on out and 

cheer or jeer those who seek the thrill of victory while risking the agony of defeat! 
Scott Stewart, "Mardi Gras Olympics" Coordinator, UTMSI ext. 789 

1. The Combination "One-Legged Race with Orange-Tucked-Under-the-Chin/Egg Walk" Relay: 

In a relay-style race with a distance of about 40 meters (or whatever the Wilson Lawn can 

accommodate not to exceed 40), the four initial "hoppers" will place an orange previously supplied to 

them by the referees securely under their chins and will grasp the ankle of either leg with the hand on 

the side opposite of the leg they grasp (e.g., right ankle, left hand, grasping in front or behind, I don't 

care). When given the command "Go," the four will hop the distance to the finish line as fast as they 

can or want. This isn't all that ''Hopper #1" has to do, but we'll add a requirement when we describe 

what "Hopper #2" must accomplish. 
The second team member will be the first "Egg Wallt" competitor. They will already possess a 

spoon with the bowl portion thereof occupied by a (thoroughly hard-boiled) egg. They may wallt, run or 

otherwise perambulate to their finish line (the starting line for "Hopper #1") as long as they don't drop 

their egg. (See the rules for those details.) But, of course, this isn't all that "Egg Walker #1" must do, 

so see the part about "Egg Wallter #2." 
"Hopper #2" has it a bit tougher than "Hopper #1," because, if they want to be sure and be ready 

when "Egg Wallter #1" crosses the finish line ("Hopper #2's'; starting line), they will have to receive the 

orange from "Hopper #1" well ahead of time. The trouble is, both hoppers must exchange the orange 

"chin-to-chin," without using their hands to aid the swap by touching the orange. (Of course, they can 

use their hands to hang on to each other, if they think that will help, or to punch each other when they 

botch the exchange.) Hopper #2's task is the same as for Hopper #1 above, but make sure you read the 

rules for the picky details. ·· · -
The final leg of the relay will be run by Egg Walker #2 by default, unless they refuse. "Refuse?," 

you ask? Well, the second egg walkers do have an important extra responsibility over the little that 

Egg Walker #1 has to do, but first, let's cover the critical "egg exchange" between the two. Using only 

the spoons to touch the egg, the two must transfer the egg from the first egg walker's spoon to that of 

the second. They must not fart around at this point, for the second hopper on their team will soon cross 

the finish line (Egg Walker #2's starting line). But, as I said, that's not all for Egg Walker #2! In order 

to win, they can't just cross the finish line, but they then must peel and eat their egg, like, chew and 

swallow it. Only when they've gulped it down do they place their team in the standings. (By the way, 

it must stay down for at least one full minute.) So, each team must select their Egg Walker #2 carefully. 

2. Target Shooting with Rubber Band "Pistols": 
Only two of the four team members need compete in this event, unless "something" happens to 

the one holding the targets. In that case, the target-holder could be, well, out of the competition. Yeah, 
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that's it. But, I mean, how can a rubber band really hurt anybody? Okay, okay, maybe it can put an 

eye out, but maybe we'll require some kind of eye protection, all right? Jeez, you talk like my mom. 

Anyway, here's how it works. The initial shooter holds their shooting hand in a pistol 

configuration like we've all done when we were kids, hooks the rubber band around the endmost joint of 

their little finger, curls the little finger tightly against their palm to keep the band from slipping off, 

then stretches the band around the back of the thumb, putting the free end of the band on the end of 

their outstretched index finger. (The tension will be noticeable and is necessary for good ballistics. 

Make sure the thumb is kept straight up.) At a distance of ten feet from the shooter, the target-holder 

will stand with the first of the targets: a five-gallon white bucket. The shooting team member will 

then load and fire three bands at the first target with the goal of getting the bands into the bucket. 

The team gets two points for shooting each band into the bucket, one point ifit goes in ·or otherwise hits , 

the bucket and bounces out/off and no points for a miss. 
If the band misses the target and hits the target-holder (instead of the ground or a 

referee/scorekeeper) some really interesting things can happen, but you'll have to read the rules for 

those in the interests of space. I will reveal, however, that aside from putting an eye out, if a band hits 

the target-holder in the head or neck or anywhere above the belt excluding the arms, the target-holder 

is "dead." No exceptions! 
The second and third rounds will involve increasingly smaller containers for targets, thus 

increasing the shooter's chances of missing the target and hitting the target holder. (Isn't this neat?) 

Teams can only advarice to subsequent rounds by scoring a minimum of one positive point (i e., hitting 

the bucket) per round and may advance even if their one point is overwhelmed by negative points. The 

team that ends up with the most cumulative points (even if they're negative) wins. 
3. ''Rock, Scissors, Paper'' Showdown: 
This will be a nice final event with no excess physical exertion like the first one nor gruesome 

overtones like the second. This game is big in Japan and is probably something we've all played as kids 

but never liked much. If that's the case with you, all I can say is "Tough noogies." 
Here's how it goes. You hold .one hand palm up in front of you at about belly-button height .and 

use your clenched other hand to slap the open hand with the bottom of your fist twice in a regular 

rhythm and start to do so a third time. When you make contact the third and final time, you will have 

chosen on the downward motion to either keep your fist a fist ("rock"), change it to form a peace sign 

("scissors") or open your fist and slap palm to palm ("paper") just before your hands contact each other. 

All four members of each team will start competition in groups of three or four unless they draw a "bye" 

• or there are only three teams. (If we don't get at least three teams, we'll have to cancel the Olympics.) 

If there are five teams, the team that draws a "bye" will have its player enter each four-member group 

as a replacement for whichever player is first eliminated. If there are six teams, two sets of groups 

composed of three players will be formed. If there are seven, we'll have one set of four-member groups 

and one set of three-member groups, and so on. 
"Rock" beats "scissors," "scissors" beats "paper" and "paper" beats "rock." Easy, right? But that's 

only for two players. The tables printed in the rules explain the outcome for four and three players. 

The gist of who wins can be summed up by stating that any one player can eliminate only one other 

player per game but, with one exception, only one player can be eliminated per game. So, if there are 

four players, for example, and two choose "rock" while the other two split between."scissors" and 

"paper," the two "rocks" have safety in numbers and survive to the next game, but the "paper" player is 

eliminated by the "scissors" player. See the rules for the rest. 
Each group of four will compete four times. The cumulative number of wins (a "win" means 

being the only survivor.of the group, worth one point) by all members of one team will be tallied after 

the groups finish, and the team with the most points wins. If there is a tie for the most points, then the 

teams that are tied will compete in another round with each team member matched with the team 

memoor(s) of the tying team(s) until a winning team emerges. 
Start practicing now, not to mention getting a team together. Keep an eye out early next week 

for the posting of the rules. The deadline for forming a team is 5:00 pm on the day of the party. Okay, 

okay! I'll make it 5:50 pm! 


	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-001
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-002
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-003
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-004
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-005
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-006
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-007
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-008
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-009
	txu-oclc-317299931-03-04-010

