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Terry Whitledge leaves for Alaska - Last week the MSI hallway was the scene of a going
away event for Dr. Terry Whitledge, recently resigned and now on his way to Alaska. There have been 
many such recognition events in the MSI hallway, complete with the usual cake and cookies and punch 
along with a few light-hearted comments and sociali.zing. This event, however, was different, as was 
suitable for Terry Whitledge who is far from the usual. A HUGE color poster (computer created by Kathy 
Quade and Patty Webb, and depicting Terry as a very large Sumo Wrestler with the inscription, Terry's 
gotten too big for Texas) was presented to Terry along with the signatures and best wishes of a great many 
MSI employees. Terry first came to MSI and The University of Texas as Senior Research Scientist in 1986. 
Later he was appointed as an Associate Professor and was promoted to Professor in 1992. In 1993, 
following the resignation of Robert S. Jones as Director of MSI, Terry was appointed as Acting Director, 
a position which he held until October, 1996. While filling in admirably as the number one administrator 
for the Marine Science Institute during the long interim period between Directors, Terry managed somehow 



1992 LazGaz: Terry •delivers• Corpus Christi Bay 
National Estuary Program to South Texas 

to continue not only with his teaching but to have 
many major research projects both in the South Texas 
area and in the Arctic, Alaska, and Bering Sea, 
including a significant cooperative International effort 
with the Russians. He found time both for MSI's RIV 
LONGHORN as Chief Scientist for cruises to the 
upper Mississippi River and MSI small boats for work 
in Nueces Bay and the Laguna Madre, managing 
during the same period to serve as Chief Scientist on 
other research vessels in the Bering Sea and Chukchi 
Sea and a submarine, the USS AR.CHERFISH, again 
as Chief Scientist, for a 55-day trip, much of it under 
the Arctic ice. During his final year with MSI, Terry 
was the Principal Investigator for 17 projects, with a 
total funding of $2,224,348. -John Tfwmpson 

1994 LazGaz: Terry Whitledge, farther north 
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My friend Dean Stockwell drove away 
from UTMSI this Monday, almost without notice. 
His U-Haul was packed to the rafters with the 
stuff of a life here that spanned eleven years for 
Dean and his family. This is my au revoir to 
Dean. It is not going to list his academic 
accomplishments (e.g. "Dean got his Ph.D.at ... ), 
but rather tell of what he did here in his quiet 
way, and how he will be missed. Dean has 
certainly sailed the oceans! -From the Antarctic 
Ocean to the North Pole (literally), he has plied 
the seas, measuring their primary productivity 
and examining the microscopic algae in all its 
myriad forms. I sailed with Dean in the Arctic 
Ocean aboard a creaky old and poorly-maintained 
Russian ship, the OKEAN. He was always 
cheerful, always interested in what was going on 
around him, and never (well, seldom) complained 
about the sub-par food we got on board. He was 
a great shipmate. Here in Texas, Dean took it 
upon himself to be the official Gymnodinium breve 
(red tide organism) measurer. People would bring 
him samples of sea and bay water from all over 
the area during outbreaks of red tide. It was 
Dean's numbers you heard about on the news 
programs and in the papers. On weekends and 
into the night you could find Dean peering into a 
microscope during these events (if you could find 
him among the er, how shall we say, "crowded· 
laboratory" of hi~). I don't know how he will be 
replaced in this sehse, when the next red tide 
comes along. I will miss his cheerful family, too. 
I watched his kids grow from infants to polite 
children who always said "Hello Tony" to me, and 
appear now to have the same curiosity about 
things of the ocean that their Dad has. Just as 
Dean closed (with a little help from his friends) 
the U-Haul's rear door, he discovered that the 
truck needed an alternator before it would go 
anywhere. When he finally left, the family was 
already 400 miles ahead of him, en route to 
Alaska. He will catch up with them soon, I hope, 
as I will with him, probably somewhere in the 
Chukchi Sea. -Tony Amos 

1994 LazGaz: Dean •stogs• in the mud 
of a South Texas bay bottom 

1995 LazGaz: Dean Stockwell, farther north 
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Cruise #98-707- RIV LONGHORN was a busy research vessel on May 23-the 
day Open House was held at the Marine Science Institute. In preparation for the event 
we installed some supplementary and temporary loud speakers on the aft deck. This 

.. .... allowed the Chief Scientist to be heard by all those on deck and contributed greatly to 
~i.> making the brief trips a memorable occasion for the participants. Dr. Tracy Villareal and .. .. .: d. Dr. Bill Behrens alternated in leading the trips. Both Dr. Behrens and Dr. Villareal 

-:--=a=-· · -- -~ informed and entertained the.visitors with lots of sea storie-s fr.om their own experiences. 
The short trips only went from the boat basin down Lydia Ann Channel to a little past the lighthouse, but 
we still had a chance to demonstrate lots of the equipment and gear aboard the RIV LONGHORN. 
Although we did not have a full load every trip, by the end of the day we had carried aboard 100 visitors. 
Cruise #98-708- This cruise was a single long day on June 20, with the RIV LONGHORN getting 
underway shortly after midnight of the 19th and returning late on the 20th. Dr. Seiichi Nagihara of the 
University of Houston was the Chief Scientist, aided by Dr. Bill Behrens of The University of Texas at 
Austin. Other members of the scientific group were Ken Griffiths and Archie Roberts, Research Engineers 
from UT's Institute for Geophysics; and Vsevolod Egorov and Sangmyung Kim, graduate students.from the 
University of Houston. We surveyed a site about 50 miles Southeast of Port Aransas ~sing the PDR. A 
CTD cast was done and a piston core was taken. We deployed a heat probe into t}_le mud at a depth of 
about 100 meters and recorded data for 40 minutes. As we were pulling the heat probe out of the mud the 
data cable broke, but overall it was a good trip. 
Cruise # 98-709- This cruise was the first of several trips for organized classes being held by the 
Department of Marine Science at the MSI this summer. This was a short (8 hours) trip for Dr. Paul 
Montagna's Marine Invertebrates class. Dr. Montagna was Chief Scientist. Students were Maria 
Polycarpou, Shawn Shaw, Chrissy Mann, Sally Morehead, Adrienne Jaffe, Sarah Tso, Elias Gumpel, 
Charles Munson, Robert Burgess, Luis Martinez, and Michael Cave. RIV LONGHORN departed on June 
22 at 0815 and returned at 1600. We headed 15 miles East of Port Aransas to a rig so the students could 
snorkel, but the first rig we came to had a boat named SHARK HUNTER and some big baits in the water, 
so ·we decided to go to another rig. The water was clear. After the snorkeling we deployed the trawl and 
dragged for 20 minutes, then did a CTD station and took mud grabs. Chief Scientist Montagna reported 
the trip 100% successful. - .. 
Cruise #98-710 - Our second teaching cruise was for Dr. Ed Buskey's Biological Oceanography 
Class. We departed at 0825 on June 24, heading East to the Gyre Basin which is about 150 miles East of 
Port Aransas, returning to Port Aransas at 1800 on June 26. Dr. Buskey was Chief Scientist, assisted by 
Drs. Tracy Villareal and Ellery Ingall. Students aboard were: Alyssa Dotte, Abby Benninghoff, Katrina 
Loomis, Chris Collumb, Dan Sabath, Dan Lara, Kevin Bootes, and Tara Holmberg. The seas were 4 to 5 
feet on the way out and we stopped to do a CTD and a box core. We were an hour away from station when 
Dr. Buskey reported a student was very sea sick and was having abdominal pain. We turned and ran with 
a following sea to help her as the abdominal pain appeared to be severe. At 0800 I called Medical Advisory 
Systems (they were a big help) and at one point we thought we were going to have to air-vac the student. 
The Coast Guard was ready and willing but we were able to cancel it when the student improved. It was 
great to be able to talk to a Medical Doctor during this emergency by using the ship's new Marine Sat 
cellular telephone. After the situation was under control we anchored on a rock for the night and students 
fished. On the last day we tied up to a rig and students snorkeled and got to see marine life on the rig. 
Chief Scientist Buskey reported as follows, All operations went smoothly. We had a student who developed 
medical problems at sea. Captain Cantu did a great job of contacting medical advice and arranging for a 
possible air evacuation. Fortunately none was necessary, but it was clear that these types of problems can 
be dealt with efficiently when necessary. Hayden Abel helped monitor the student's condition and several 
students checked on her at regular intervals. Dave did a great job as cook, Chuck kept the equipment 
running and Randy did a great job grilling tuna on the way in. Hats off to the LONGHORN crew! 
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Cruise #98-711 - At 0628 of June 28 RIV LONGHORN returned again to the sea for still another 
class trip, this time Dr. Ken Dunton's Marine Botany. The trip was via the ICW to Port Isabel and then 
home via the Gulf of Mexico, returning home 0100 on June 30. Dr. Dunton was the Chief Scientist and 
Christine Weilhoefer and Kun-Seop Lee were Teaching Assistants. Those making the trip were Maria 
Polycarpou, Michael Cave, Chrissy Mann, Luis Martinez, Charles Munson, Sarah Foss, Sarah Benedict, and 
Shawn Shaw. Chief Scientist Dunton reported, Another very successful transect to assess the distribution 
of the brown tide in the Laguna. Operations were very efficient; the ship's fiuorometer and pumps worked 
very well. No problems. 
Cruise #98-712 - Our final cruise for Dr. Ed Buskey's NSF OCE9529750 (brown tide study) was 
carried out on July 8 and 9. Dr. Buskey was the Chief Scientist, and we had a full crew in the scientific 
party which included Professor John Wormuth of Texas A & Mand visitor Trina Trapezmkova. The MSI 
group was comprised of Peter Lavrentyev, Lynn Tinnin, Mark McCarthy, Tracy Villareal, Kevin Neely, 
Hongbin Liu, Megan Black, Jose Bersano, and Chris Collumb. During our trip to Baffin Bay via the ICW 
we deployed the Whaler at each station to do some shallow water tows while the RIV LONGHORN did the 
CTb work. On the final day we left Baffin Bay and went further South down the land cut to collect some 
water and then returned home. Chief Scientist Buskey reported, Great cr:_uise again. The crew was helpful 
and the cook did a great job. 
Cruise #98-713 - RIV LONGHORN departed Port Aransas for Freeport at 0625 on July 20 and 
arriving at 1930. At Freeport we loaded equipment and boarded personnel of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, including Chief Scientist Jan Culbertson, Cat Villarreal, Kevin Boners, and Bryan Eastham. 
We were underway again at 2030. Our first stop was at Basco's Reef where two dives were made and a 
buoy was deployed. Afterwards we headed to a point where a buoy had been reported adrift. We did 
recover the buoy which turned out to be from a reefsite Southeast of Port Aransas. We then moved to the 
Vancouver Liberty Ship Reef site and TPWD personnel accomplished two additional dives. Finally we 
returned home at 0700 of, the 23rd. Chief Scientist Culbertson reported, Great cook-thanks to crew for 
successful buoy deployment and finding lost buoy. Great to have smooth operation for scientists on board 
a vessel. 
Cruise #98-714 - A final summer teaching cruise was run July 24 and 25; this one for Dr. Lee 
Fuiman's Biology of Fishes course. We departed at 2000 of the 24th and returned at 1700 on the 25th. We 
headed for a rock Southeast of Port Aransas, doing three night trawls on the way out and finally anchoring 
on the rock. The next morning the students went snorkeling at a rig that was near and afterwards we did 
day-light trawls at the same sites as the previous night trawls. Chief Scientist Fuiman was assisted by 
TA's Michael Smith and Dan Sabath. Students aboard were Melissa Ross, Brad Caston, Scott Applebaum, 
Maria Polycarpov, Shawn Shaw, Colleen Bass, Charles Munson, Priscilla Tan, Jennifer Stahl, Farrah 
Detmer, Bill Strieber, Luis Martinez, and Christina Velez. Chief Scientist Fuiman reported, Captain and 
crew performed admirably with careful attention to safety and scientific needs. 
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Cruise #98-715 - This was another cruise for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's Artificial 
Reef Program, led by Chief Scientist Jan Culbertson. RIV LONGHORN departed Port Aransas at 2130 
on July the 27th, bound for Port Isabel. Other TPWD personnel aboard were Catherine Villarreal, Angela 
Sunley, and Dale Shively. At 2200 on the 21st of July we headed South to Port Isabel. We stopped at four 
artificial reef sites along the way inspecting the mooring chains and buoys. At the Port Mansfield site we 
recovered a buoy and anchor and redeployed it at another site. Conditions were adequate for the buoy 
maintenance work but the current was strong, making operations difficult for the TPWD divers, and 
requiring that their work of videoing fish and invertebrates on the underwater structures had to be cut one 
day short. V./ e returned back to Port Aransas at 2230 on the 29th. Chief Scientist Culbertson reported, 
Crew did excellent job of deploying buoy and changing out buoys under difficult circumstances. Cook was 
very helpful and adaptable to schedule changes. Entire crew worked together to make cruise successful. 
Appreciate everyone's assistance. -Noe Cantu 

• (email message from Gary LaF/eur) 
After finishing up my Masters degree with Peter Thomas, as a student at CCSU, I have had many 
. adventures, to summarize: I moved to St. Augustine, Florida, where I married Susanna Lamers (a past 
UTMSI aquaculture student, and scientist) in 1992, had one baby: Hannay Alyse in 1995, received my 
Ph.D. from work at the UF Whitnew Marine Lab in 1996, began a post doc at Brown university on 
Providence, Rhode Island, where our second daughter, Texxa Marie, was born in 1997, and ... here's the real 
news: I have just accepted a position as a comparative physiologist at Nichols University in Thibodaux, 
Louisiana. And so within the month we will be retracing the steps of my Acadian ancestors that trekked 
from Nova Scotia (Acadia)down the coast to Louisiana where they settled in Acadianna, the home of the 
Cajuns (which itself is actually an abbreviated form of the word "Acadienne"). Nicholls is the closest 
university to the-new marine lab down at Cocodrie, LUMCON so that I will be in a great location-to set up 
collaborations with my coIIH"ades across the Gulf at UTMSI. We look forward to getting back to a place 
where both the air and the food are hot, but the people and the fish are very friendly. Also this way we 
will be more likely to get a visit from our continuously traveling life mentors: Jake and Helen. Keep up 
the good work on the LazGaz. Cheers, Gary. 

BLESSED ARE THEY WHO DO NOT DIVE OFF THE PIER 

Listen people and aggies, be advised that you ain't supposed to be swimming off the 
pier, much less diving from it. Fishing for recreation off the MSI pier also gets you 
into serious no no territory. That pier is there for research and education; don't you 
be having any fun out there. -Walker 
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Travel ending between June 6 and July 31 

+Ed Buskey, June 7-12, San Diego, California; College Station, Texas; participate in quinquennial review 
of the University of California Sea Grant Program (San Diego), present paper (College Station) Harmful 
algal blooms. 
+Ron Benner, June 10-13, Colombia, South Carolina, present seminar at University of South Carolina, 
DOC cycling in a subtropical seagrass-dominated lagoon. 
+Beth Hawkins, June 17-21, Quebec, Canada, present poster at the Xth International Congress on 
Hormonal Steroids. 
+Lee Fuiman, June 25-27, San Diego, California, attend planning meeting for next research trip to 
Antarctica. 
+Mike Smith, June 23-27, Seattle, Washington, present paper, Response of Naked Goby (Gobisoma bosci) 
and Darter Goby (Gobionellus boleosoma), at the Ecological and Evolutionary Ethology of Fishes Meeting. 
+Tony Amos, June 14-28, La Jolla, California, attend CCAMLR workshop on area 48 meeting, an 
international workshop addressing scientific matters on Antarctic fisheries and environmental conditions 
affecting the resource. 
+Scott Holt, May 30---June 30, Bergen, Norway, to attend the 2nd International Symposium of Fish Otolith 
Research and Application, make presentation with Joan Holt, Comparison of growth rates of co-occurring 
Atlantic Croaker and Red Drum (Sciaenidae) larvae in south Texas sea grass meadows. 
+Joan Holt, May 30---June 30, Canary Islands, Spain; Lisbon, Portugal; Bergen, Norway; attend meeting 
(Spain), Recent advances in finfish and crustacean nutrition, confer with colleagues (Portugal), make 
presentation (Norway) with Scott Holt, Comparison of growth rates of co-occurring Atlal]tic Croaker and 
Red Drum (Sciaenidae) -larvae in south Texas sea grass meadows. 
+Lee Fuiman, July 7-12, Ann Arbor, Michigan, attend American Fisheries Society Larval Fish Conference 
and present paper, The first aarval fish) olypiad of the modern era: are there "natural" athletes within 
cohorts of fish larvae? 
+Sharon Herzka, July 9-12, Ann Arbor, Michigan, attend American Fisheries Society Larval Fish 
Conference and present paper, Determination of stable isotope turnover rates for Red Drum larvae and 
potential applications to habitat and recruitment studies. 
+Mike Smith, July 9-13, Ann Arbor, Michigan, attend American Fisheries Society Larval Fish Conference 
and present paper, Ontogeny of startle responses in larval Red Drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) to acoustic and 
visual stimuli. ' · 
+Tracy Villareal, July 7-14, Williamsburg, Virginia, attend the Coastal Society Conference for an invited 
panel. 
+Dean Stockwell, July 8-17, Seward, Alaska, participate in GLOBEC cruise on the RIV ALPHA HELIX. 
+Allen Davis, July 18, Buda, Texas, attend aquaculture auction. 
+Ellery Ingall, July 16-28, Vancouver, Canada, participate in research cruise with scientists from the 
University of British Columbia. 
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The Wetlands Education Center Oversight Committee has reviewed the draft 
conceptual design plans for the new WEC. We were all pleased and excited to see the 
progress presented by the design team. Several suggestions for modifications were 
made and we will soon have the final conceptual drawings and cost estimates. The 
design phase of the Wetlands Education Center is funded through a grant from the 
Coastal Management Program administered by the GLO. 

On July 10th MES hosted over 50 members of the Board of Directors of the National Science Teachers 
Association (NSTA). The NSTA Board, along with the Presidents and Directors of over 50 affiliated science 
organizations from across the nation visited UTMSI, toured the Institute, and participated in activities in 
the Pier Laboratory and aboard the RIV KATY. That evening I was honored to be the guest speaker at 
dinner and presented an overview of current research, graduate education and public outreach missions of 
UTMSI. 

On July 11th MES hosted a contingent of 13 State Legislator's children on a RIV KATY boat trip. The 
children were under the supervision of the .Corpus Christi Tourist Bureau. ·The group enjoyed the cruise, 
ate a hearty meal in the cafeteria and spent the night in the dorms. 

Neal Lillard, the new Marine Education Services Program Assistant, hit the ground running. Neal came 
aboard on June one and has already received rave reviews from the RIV KATY cruise participants. He has 
also rebuilt the large Rock Jetty tank and covered the old seagrass tank to an oyster reef exhibit. Come 
to the Visitors Center and check it out. -Rick Tinnin 

• I just wanted to send you a quick compliment on how John Shaw handled a recent oil spill. Apparently 
weekend before last an oil tank leaked. John took steps to mitigate the problem and also called us. 
Subsequently we have been able to coach him over the phone as to how to take samples, etc. saving us an 
extra trip to Port Aransas. All in all, John did everything he should and did it well. We, and especially 
I, really appreciate that kind of teaming with us. A thank you for John and his efforts. 
(from Chip Rogers, Environmental Health and Safety, to Wayne Gardner regarding John Shaw) 

• Thank you for your participation in the NSTA Summer Meeting. Your remarks were very well received. 
Several people mentioned how much they appreciated the blending of information about what you do at 
UTMSI with the science. I also appreciate your willingness to provide a boat tour and activities at the 
Institute. The participants raved about the afternoon. 
(from Steve Rakow, NSTA President, to Rick Tinnin) 

• On behalf of our scientists, students, and other scientific staff, thank you very much for all of your efforts 
along the way in making this happen! I think that the new sterilizers will offer a major improvement to 
our laboratory and safety capabilities and I am very pleased to see that they are now installed and ready 
or near-ready for use. 
(to John Thompson and John Shaw from Wayne Gardner) 
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• Thank you for your assistance in deploying and retrieving continuous hydrographic monitoring 
equipment for the Environmental Science Class. 
(to Rick Katke, Lanny Miller and Noe Cantu from Christine Ritter) 

• Toni, I want to thank you and your staff for making the Mexican meal and reception last.night so 
enjoyable. The food and decorations were excellent. It was just the kind of event I was hoping for. 
(to Toni Longoria from Peter Thomas) 

•We appreciate the short down time after removal of the old sterilizers. Thanks. 
(to John Thompson and John Shaw from Peter Thomas) 

• Thank you so much for the wonderful tour on June 16th. Both the students and parents were very 
impressed with UTMSI. The picnic tables were perfect with the gulf breeze on such a hot day and the tour 
was so interesting. We were also able to visit the jetties and do a little "treasure" hunting at the beach. 
(to Linda Fuiman from Silvia Butler, Flour Bluff Summar Academy) 

• Thank you very much for the excellent tour of The University of Texas Marine Science Institute. You 
really made us understand how certain sea creatures act and why. May God bless you and all that you do 
for children everywhere. 
(to Linda Fuiman from the St. Elizabeth's School Third Grade Class: Mrs. Huey, Ashley Morgan, Emma Cuellar, Alex Gonzalez Ill, Erikda 
Escobar, Michael Benavides, Adam Gonzales, Tracy Roquet, Amanda Jo Trevino, Ernie Gutierrez, Cassie Bunah, and Jack Blackwell. 

•Wow, what a show! Just a short thank you for doing a wonderful program for my class. We learned alot 
about some of our local critters and had a great time. You did a super job! Thank you very much! 
(to Linda Fuiman from Mrs. Rich's Kinder Class) 

• We really enjoyed our field trip. You taught the children so much, and you really got down on their 
level. We had a lot of fun and learned lots! Thank you for having us. 
(to Linda Fuiman from Cindy Schwierzhe's Class) 

•Verbatim thank you letters to Linda Fuiman from Mrs. Warren's Kindergarten Class: 
irThank you for a good time. I liked the crab. - Tasha Janelle Vannoy 
irThank you for good time · I Hike the--crabs . ...:....:.;. anonymous 
irThank youforagood time I like the sea snake. - NNP 
irThank you for a good time I liked the EEL. - anonymous 
irThankyouforagoodtime. Ilikedtheseahorse. - anonymous 
irThank you for a good time. I liked the sea· snake. - Vance 
irThankyou foragood tikme I liked the EEL. - Jorda 
irThank youforagoodtimelliked the SHARK - anonymous 
irThankforamooveiau. - anonymous 
irThank you for a good time. I liked the wahll. - Nichelos 
• Verbatim excerpts from' thank you letters to Judy Reynolds from ELDERHOSTEL participants: 

ir ... If anyone is perfect for their job it is you ... 
ir ... We were thrilled with your ELDERHOSTEL. We got to do so many things that were new to us ... 
ir ... The staff was most helpful and so friendly. It made us feel very comfortable ... 
ir .. .in other words, we loved it all ... 
ir .. .it was great fun and we learned some interesting information too ... 
ir ... We thank you for the wonderful time we had at the recent ELDERHOSTEL at Port Aransas ... 
ir ... You did a wonderful job in organizing the whole thing and provided the spark. .. 
ir ... We came home with an increased awareness of the birds and the dynamics of the oceans and the Gulf 
and had a very pleasurable experience. 
ir ... This week's program was a true picture of Texan hospitality. 
'ti ... a most enjoyable and well-done program in every way. I hope to return. 
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•Thank you for the great experience on the RIV KATY! I thorougly enjoyed it once again. And, Neal, for 
a first day you did GREAT! I know all the teachers in the group from TAMUCC that had never been to 
the Marine Science Institute or on the RIV KATY had a great time. I hope to be able to bring my students 
again this year. 
(to Neal Lillard and John Turany from Stephanie Story) 

Terry Whitledge - mechanic I still remember the first time I heard something about Terry 
Whitledge, long before he came to work at MSI, and the speaker was Pat Parker. We were talking about 
my interest in antique automobiles and Dr. Parker said, Thompson, you ought to meet Terry Whitledge, he 
is REALLY into old cars. He then told the story about how the two of them had landed on this small 
remote island, somewhere in the Arctic, and Terry had gone looking for Model T parts-and found some. 
When Terry Whitledge gets into a subject, he REALLY gets into it. Later I acquired a·1925 Ford Model 
T (actually a TT truck), and it was Terry who taught me the use of those three mysterious pedals on the 
floorboards. But mine now sits, as it has for several years, quietly in the barn, gathering dust and 
awaiting my retirement. Meanwhile, Terry has had his Model A Ford, which he has owned since a boy, 
restored professionally to immaculate condition. Before departing Port Aransas Terry drove it to work and 
took some of us for. a ride. He has himself restored two Model T's. Terry also likes Ford Trucks. The 
journey to Alaska was all he needed as an excuse to trade in his old Ford Pickup for a new one. Not just 
any pickup, but a 1999 Super Duty Super Cab 4-wheel Drive IO-cylinder, Jet Black monster truck. Terry 
is a good mechanic. One of Terry's projects required several trips from Port Aransas to Port Isabel by 
small boat. Once the SONNY MAC broke down in Port Mansfield. Most of us would have called for 
help-come fix this dxxxx boat, send me a replacement boat, etc. etc. But we only learned of the problem, 
afterwards_;,_ Terry had walked to an auto parts store and purchased a small socket set, all the part~ needed, 
and made the repair himself. Needless to say, Dr. Whitledge quickly became a favorite .of the supporting 
staff. He will be ·missed.- ' 

Dean Stockwell - cubmaster When I came to work this morning there was a large white 
bucket blocking entry to my office, with a sign on top, John Thompson. I was relieved to find that it 
contained Cub Scout publications and achievement awards (relieved because usually something blocking 
my door will be some broken piece of equipment, unidentified hazardous waste, etc.). Thus did Dean finish 
his long association with ,the Port Aransas Cub Scouts. Dean and spouse Barbara were for eleven years 
among the most active civic volunteers in Port Aransas-not only in Cub Scouts but in many other 
activities, usually relating to youth· work, the school, or their church. Maybe MSI will survive Dean's 
absence, although he is, like Terry, someone who can do things and do them right, whether operating a 
vehicle, launching a boat, or making out the paperwork. But I wonder about Port Aransas. People like 
Dean and Barbara Stockwell, and their children Kyle and Emily, are in short supply in Port Aransas. Last 
year Cub Scout Kyle sold over 100 tickets to the Cub Scout Spaghetti Dinner, the next closest number being 
about 30. Once Cubmaster father returned home after 78 days and 10,000 miles aboard the submarine 
USS CA VALLA, a voyage which included five ice camps and was otherwise mostly under the Arctic ice, to 
preside at a Pack Meeting the very next day. And while Dean was away in the Arctic, Barbara kept the 
Bear Cub Den Meetings going. The Stockwells will be missed. -John Thompson 
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• Christine Weilhoefer, Department of Marine Science, The University of Texas at Austin, Effects of 
freshwater inflow, salinity and nutrients on salt marsh vegetation in south Texas, July 3. 

• Susan Ziegler, Department of Marine Science, The University of Texas at Austin, Carbon and nitrogen 
cycling in the southern Laguna Madre, July 10. 

• Dr. John Wormuth, Texas A & M University, Marine mammals, birds, microekton and zooplankton in 
the northeast Gulf of Mexico: the GulfCet II Program, July 10. 

• Tracey McDonnell, Department of Marine Science, The University of Texas at Austin, Growth and 
feeding behavior of an unclassified heterotropic dinofiagellate species, July 17. 

• Kun-Seop Lee, Department of Marine Science, The University of Texas at Austin, Nitrogen budget of the 
seagrass Thalassia testudinum in the western Gulf of Mexico, July 21. 

• Dr. John Giesy, Michigan State University, Status and trends of contaminants in and their effects on fish 
and wildlife of the North American Great Lakes, July 30. 

Marine Operations Building - This project is complete. Since the Boat Shop building now 
includes offices and storage on the second floor (replacing the little Boat Office building which was 
removed), the new building is now called Marine Operations. This project turned out very well. The 
con~mltant archit~ct was John Payne, a retired UT Architectural and Engineering Services employee who 
also did the design for the RIV KATY Pavilion. Robert Hengst, Structural Engineer with A & E Services 
was the project manager as well as engineer. Our thanks to both John and Robert for a good job. 

ADA Projects - A new project has been funded in the amount of $98,000 for MSI. Extensive 
changes and modifications (almost a new elevator) will be accomplished on the 1970's vintage elevator in 
the Laboratory Building to bring it up to date in performance, safety, and especially in meeting 
requirements for elevators prescribed under ADA. The Corpus Christi Architectural firm of Turner and 
Associates has been approved to provide professional services for design work as required in bringing MSI 
facilities in compliance with ADA requirements. Preliminary design work has begun on the Visitors Center 
and the Cafeteria to assure first that the most public areas at MSI have adequate handicap accessibility 
and other provisions. 

ARK- The Animal Rehabilitation Keep is finally out to bid! The foundation (treated timber pilings) was 
bid and the work performed quickly and expertly by Island Construction Inc. of Port Aransas. 
Unfortunately, plans and specifications for the remainder of the ARK have taken longer-much 
longer-than expected. Bids for the remaining work will be opened August 4. 
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Sterilizers - Two new sterilizers have now been installed in the Laboratory Building, replacing the 
old and unsafe original units. The project also included two new electric steam generator units. Much of 
the installation work was performed by the MSI Physical Plant Maintenance Crew. Bill Piepmeier is 
available to provide operational instructions. 

Storage Tanks - A project estimated to coast $80,000 has been funded for the repla~ement of three 
storage tanks. Failure of the waste oil disposal tank precipitated the need for replacing the three tanks. 
In addition to the waste oil tank, the gasoline fuel tank and the diesel fuel tank will be replaced. In 
addition to the tanks, for the first time all tanks will be installed within concrete containment structures 
to guard against spills. 

FAML Fluid Cooler and Heat Pumps - The fluid cooler at FAML has now been-replaced 
and several heat pumps are on order. (The main building at FAML has an air conditioning system which 
consists of independent heat pump units working on a centralized system using a large central fluid cooler.) 
The MSI Physical Plant Maintenance Crew installed the fluid cooler and will be installing the heat pumps 
as needed. Total cost of this project was $40,000. 

Telephone System - Century Telephone of San Marcos, Inc. has completed installation of the new . 
phone system at a total project cost of $81,362. The old system had been installed in 1984, a time when 
modems ran at 300 to 1200 bit/sec whereas now they operate at up to 56,000 bit/sec. The old system could 
not integrate with voicemail or support display type telephone systems nor connect digitally with local or 
long distance service providers nor provide many other digital services. The new system has corrected all 
these deficiencies. 

Gordon Gunter - News has reached the LazGaz (via Richard Moore, Dick Hoese, Gary LaFleur) 
that Gordon Gunter will be honored by having a NOAA Research Vessel named after him in ceremonies 
at Pascagoula, Mississippi on August 28, 1998 . . Dr. Gunter received his Ph.D. (1945) under Dr. E. J. Lund, 
the founder and first Director ofMSI. Dr. Gunter followed Dr. Lund as Acting Director from 1949 to 1954 
and Director 1954 to 1955, leaving to become Director of the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory at Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi. ' 

p AISD is exemplary - The Port Aransas Independent School district has been given the highest 
possible rating, exemplary, by the Texas Education Agency. Each school within the district, H. G. Olsen 
Elementary, Brundrett Middle School, and Port Aransas High School, also received an exemplary rating. 
Port Aransas was the only school district with all its schools, including a high school, rated exemplary 
within the 12 county South Texas area. By way of comparison, the Corpus Christi Independent School 
District, with 58 schools being rated, only had 9 rated e~emplary. 
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Fiddling with the Numbers ... 

In the spirit of the federal Office of Management and Budget, we are using a new method to report 
statistics. The chart above shows the activity on the MSI web site from outside the Institute. For 1996 and 
1997, each visitor is counted only once per day. For 1998, we include all activity by visitors. The more 
pages a user views, the move activity we see. So beware, the numbers are not directly comparable. 

In May, we added a nifty feature to the site: charts of meteorological and 
hydrographic data from our Pier Laboratory (including air/sea temperatures, humidity, 
salinity, barometric pressure, wind speed, wind direction, wind gusts, and sea height). 
These charts are contained in Microsoft Excel spreadsheets and are available for the 
current day (updated hourly), as well as for the entire previous day. In June, yve found 
a way to make these charts accessible to more people. We added a link to Microsoft's 
free Excel Viewer, which allows anyone who uses the Windows 95 operating system 
to view Excel files automatically from their web browser. Our charts have been 
growing in popularity. In June, they were accessed 31 times by visitors from outside 
of MSI. For July (up to the 29th), that number increased to 44. 

Other statistics ofinterest
1

for the months of June and July (excluding use by MSI personnel): We averaged 
about 7,900 hits per month or 257 hits per day. Visitors on 3,165 different computers viewed 238 different 
pages on our site. The majority of actitjty on our site takes place Monday through Thursday, dropping by 
about 40% on the weekends. What are visitors looking at? The top 10 pages for June and July, all of which 
had at least 225 hits during the period were: 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

MSI Home Page 
Tide Charts 
Academic Main Page 
Staff Listing 
General Information 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
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Port Aransas Environment 
Graduate Program 
RIV LONGHORN Page 
Summer Academic Program 
Marine Education Services 

-Lee Fuiman 
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Tide predictions are for tidal heights at the tide tower, South Jetty, the Aransas Pass. 
Heights are in feet above or below mean sea level. The shaded area is nighttime. 
Remember, this is tidal height, not tidal current. Slack water is when the wiggly line 
crosses the MSL line, not at peaks and valleys, where the tidal current will be at full 
flood or ebb. 
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Weather Report for 1 June - 26 July 1998 

1 - 7 JUNE 1998 ••... MON .... TUE . · ... WED .... THU .... FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DAIB ............ .... . l ....... 2 ....... 3 ....... 4 . . . . . . 5 ....... 6 ...... . 7 
AIR IBMP ... HIGH 86.5 ..... 86.7 ... . . 86.5 . . . . . 88.7 90.3 ..... 82.5 ..... 85.6 .. . .. 86.7 . 
AIR IBMP ... LOW 78.2 .. .. . 78.6 ..... 80.2 .. ... 80.6 80.7 ..... 72.6 ..... 77.0 ..... 78.3 
SEA IBMP ... LOW 81.9 .. . .... -- ..... 83.l ....... -- 81.9 . . . . . . -- ..... 80.0 ..... 81.7 
RAINFALL TOTAL 0.00 ..... 0.00 .. ... 0.00 ..... 0.00 0.00 .... . 0.00 .. .. . 0.00 ..... 0.00 

8 - 14 JUNE 1998 ..... MON .... TUE .... WED .... THU .... FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DATE ................. 8 ....... 9 ...... 10. . . . . . 11 ...... 12 ..... . 13 . ... .. 14 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 85.8 ..... 87.2 ..... 87.6 ..... 88.8 . . . . 88.4 . .. .. 88.3 .. . .. 89.4 ..... 87.9 
AIR TEMP ... LOW . . 80.0 ..... 80.4 ..... 80.7 ..... 80.9 .... 80.2 ..... 81.1 ..... 79.7 ..... 80.4 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW -- . . . . . 82.0 . . . . . . . -- . . . . . 82.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
RAINFALL TOTAL .. 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 .... 0.00 ..... 0.00 .... . 0.00 ..... 0.00 

15 - 21 JUNE 1998 . . . . MON . . . . TUE . . . . WED . . . . THU . . . . FRI . . . . SAT . . . . SUN ... MEAN 
DATE ................ 15 ...... 16 ...... 17 . . . . . . 18 ...... 19 ...... 20 ...... 21 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 89.0 .. ... 87.8 ..... 89.4 ..... 92.4 . . . . 88.1 .... . 88.7 ..... 89.0 ... · .. 89.2 
AIR TEMP . . .LOW . . 81.6 ..... 80.7 ..... 81.1 ..... 81.3 .... 81.3 ..... 81.1 .... -. 81.3 ..... 81.2 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
RAINFALL TOTAL . . 0.00 ..... 0.00 .. ... 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 . . . . 0.00 .... . 0.00 ..... 0.00 . . . . 0.00 

22 - 28 JUNE 1998 .... MON .... TUE .... WED .... THU ...• FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DA TE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 . . . . . . 23 . . . . . . 24 . . . . . . 25 ...... 26 . . . . . . 27 . . . . . . 28 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 91.0 ..... 91.2 . • ... 90.3 ..... 91.9 . . . . 89.4 .... . 91.7 ..... 90.8 ..... 90.9 
AIR TEMP ... LOW . . 81.5 ..... 81.3 ..... 81.3 ..... 80.9 .... 83.1 ..... 82.2 ..... 82.9 ..... 81.9 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
RAINFALL TOTAL .. 0.00 ..... 0.00 . ... . 0.00 ..... 0.00 .... 0.00 ..... 0.00 ... . . 0.00 ..... 0.00 

29 JUNE - 5 JULY 1998 MON .... TUE .... WED ..•• THU 
DATE ....... ~ ........ 29 ...... 30 . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 2 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH 90.1 ..... 91.7 ..... 93.0 ..... 92.4 
AIR TEMP ... LOW 83.3 ..... 83.3 ..... 83.1 ..... 81.6 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW 85.4 ....... -- . . . . . 84.6 . . . . . . . --
RAINFALL TOTAL 0.00 ..... 0.00 . .. .. 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 

••.. FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
...... 3 . ..... . 4 ....... 5 

86.1 ..... 88.1 ..... 89.6 ..... 90.1 
77.9 ..... 80.9 ..... 82.7 ..... 81.8 
84.5 . . . . . . -- . . . . . 84.0 . . . . . 84.6 
0.00 ..... 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 

6 - 12 JULY 1998 ..... MON .... TUE .... WED ..•• THU .... FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DAIB ................. 6 ....... 7 ....... 8 . . . . . . . 9 ...... 10 ...... 11 . . . . . . 12 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 89.6 ..... 90.3 ..... 91.7 ..... 90.l . . . . 90.8 ..... 90.3 ..... 90.3 ..... 90.4 
AIR TEMP . . .LOW . . 82.0 . . . . . 82.0 . . . . . 82.4 . . . . . 82.5 . . . . 82. 7 ..... 82.5 . . . . . 82.4 . . . . . 82.4 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW -- ..... 84.0 ....... -- . . . . . 84.7 . . . . . . -- .... . 84.6 ....... -- ..... 84.4 
RAINFALL TOTAL .. , 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 .... 0.00 ..... 0.00 . .. .. 0.00 ..... 0.00 

13 - 19 JULY 1998 .... MON .... TUE .... WED .... THU .... FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DAIB ............. . .. 13 .... .. 14 ... . .. 15 . . . . . . 16 ...... 17 ...... 18 ...... 19 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH 89.0 ..... 88.l ..... 90.5 ..... 90.1 87.8 ..... 89.4 ..... 88.3 .. ... 89.0 
AIR TEMP . . .LOW 80.4 ..... 80.2 ..... 79.3 . . . . . 78.4 77.7 ..... 78.7 ..... 79.3 ..... 79.1 
SEA TEMP ... LOW 85.0 ....... -- ..... 81.5 ....... -- 82.2 . . . . . . -- ..... 81.8 ..... 82.6 
RAINFALL TOTAL 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 . ..... 0.00 0.00 ..... 0.00 .. ... 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 

-Andi Wickham 
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