
The 
lazarette 
Gazette 

Vol. 7, Issue 2, 20 February 1998 

In this issue of Lazarette Gazette -
Public Lecture Series Underway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cover 
Charles Detweiler: Regulation of sperm motility and testicular 

steroid production in the Atlantic Croaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Noe Cantu: SWAMI sails aboard LONGHORN ............................. 5 
Judy Reynolds: MSl's ELDERHOSTEL one of only 7 Texas Supersites . . . . . . . . . 7 Regular sections: abstract - p. 2, students - p. 3, trip reports & travel - p. 3, seminars -p. 4, letters to the editor - p. 5; cruise reports & boat operations - p. 5, msi on the www -p. 7, mes - p. 7, personnel - p. 8, tony's tidings - p. 9, editor's note ~ p. 10 

SNOW WHITE AT THE COMPUTER: A LOOK INTO 
THE UNDERWATER BEHAVIOR OF ANTARCTIC SEALS 

Dr. Lee Fuiman kicked off the first of three public lectures on Wednesday, February 
18, at the MSI Auditorium. Dr. Fuiman described his recent two-month research trip 
to the Antarctica where he and seven colleagues studied Weddell seals in the ice
covered Ross Sea. These seals are especially well adapted to live under more than 10 
feet of ice in the frigid waters of Antarctica. The goal of his research is to understand 
how these animals can find and capture their food while holding their breath for 
sometimes more than one hour. The multimedia presentation included slides of the 
stark Antarctic landscape, the preparations scientists make to work in this extreme 
environment, and an underwater video made by a 1,000-lb. seal. More than 70 Port 
Aransans and winter visitors attended. 



Dr. Ken Dunton and graduate student Lanny Miller will make the second presentation 
on March 4, Sunburned under Arctic Ice: Ozone Holes and Marine Food Chains. They 
investigated how the periodic opening of the polar ozone hole, and subsequent increase 
in surface ultraviolet radiation, affects the growth of marine seaweeds and the Arctic 
food chain. Is the same radiation that causes sunburns in humans detrimental to the 
health of kelp? Would changes in kelp growth from increased UV exposure affect fish 
and shellfish populations? Migratory seabirds? Polar bear and whales? The native 
Inuit people? To answer these questions, Ken and Lanny cut a hole through sea-ice 
7 feet thick and jumped into 29 degree water. The talk will include many photographs 
of the unique underwater Arctic plant and animal community. 

You've read all about it in the South Jetty, now see and hear all about it in person! 
Tony Amos will describe, with video footage, his three years of work aboard a Russian 
Research Vessel, the RIV YUZHMORGEOLOGIY A in the Antarctic. The work involves 
the study of krill, an abundant shrimp-like animal which provides food for penguins, 
seals, whales, and flying birds, and which is now caught commercially by several fishing 
nations. An international team of scientists aboard the ship study the ocean circulation, 
phyto- and zooplankton, the distribution of krill using acoustics, and the behavior of two 
predators, the Southern Fur Seal, and the Chj.nstrap Penguin. The problems and joys 
of working on a Russian ship are also presented. (March .18) 

REGULATION OF SPERM MOTILITY AND TESTICULAR 
STEROID PRODUCTION IN THE ATLANTIC CROAKER 

Charles David Detweiler, M.A. 
Supervisor: Peter Thomas 

The effect of various osmotic conditions, ion composition and membrane-bound ion channels on the 
induction of sperm motility in the marine teleost, Atlantic croaker (Micropogonias undulatus) was 
investigated. The major steroids produced by the testis under gonadotropin stimulation were identified and 
the effect of the major C21 steroid (20P-S) produced by the testis on sperm motility was examined. An in 
vitro sperm motility assay was develope9. to measure the percentage of motile sperm, sperm swimming 
speed and turning rate, using a video-computer motion analysis system. In vivo and in vitro steroid 
production was measured by radioimmunoassay and thin layer chromatography. _Ma.Xi.mum activation of 
sperm motility occurred in saline with an osmolarity of 680 mOs kg·1

• Potassium inhibited the percentage 
of motile sperm, but only in the presence of high amounts of calcium. -Calcium caused an increase in sperm 
swimming speed and turning rate. Percent motility was inhibited by the sodium-channel blocker, amiloride, 
the potassium-channel blockers, 4-aminopyridine and veratrine, and the calcium channel blockers 
verapamil, diltiazem and nifedipine. In addition, the calcium channel blockers caused a decrease in sperm 
swimming speed and turning rate. 20P-S directly antagonized the inhibitory effects of the calcium chelator 
EGTA on sperm motility by increasing the percentage of motile sperm, sperm velocity and the turning rate. 
A transient peak of 20P-S was produced both in vivo and in vitro under stimulation with LHRHa and hCG 
respectively. These results provide evidence for the role of sodium, potassium and calcium in Atlantic 
croaker sperm motility activation, which is mediated through membrane-bound ion channels. In addition, 
evidence is presented for a stimulatory role of 20P-S, via direct sperm interaction, during the acquisition 
of sperm motility. 
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I Students 

If someone had told me that I would be an expert in fish sperm motility when I started my Bachelors degree 
at Texas A & M, I would have thought they were nuts. Here it is six years later, and that is what I am! 
I feel that having worked for Peter Thomas as a graduate student was a very favorable experience. The 
practical and theoretical information that I have gained by working in his lab has definitely added a lot of 
flavor to my scientific knowledge. Being a simple Texan, I also feel fortunate to have worked with a very 
diverse group of people, some from other countries such as England, Germany, India and China as well as 
people from other parts of the United States such as Montana, Louisiana, New York and the Midwest. I've 
established a lot of friendships while in Port Aransas as well. And I am constantly amazed at the number 
of interesting people that live here. Thus, living in Port Aransas while working on my Masters Degree has 
truly enriched my life. I may continue working here for Peter Thomas for another year as a laboratory 
research assistant. I will be continuing my experiments with croaker sperm and hopefully learning some 
new techniques as well. In addition, I plan to continue my music writing. I am very flattered by the 
responses people from UTMSI have given my music and I hope to have completed a self-produced CD by 
the end of the year. -Charles Detweiler 

Travel ending between January 17 and February 20 

+Terry Whitledge, January 12-17, Honolulu, Hawaii, attend principal investigators meeting for SCICES-98 
Arctic Submarine Cruise. 
+Rick Tinnin, January 16-17, Lago Vista, Texas, lead Blue Planet in-service training at Lago Vista Elementary. 
+George Ward, January 15-18, Monterrey, Mexico, participate in meeting as a member of an international 
task force on water management of the Rio Grande River. 
+Ken Dunton, January 18-22, Key Largo, Florida, invited participant on the oversight panel for Florida 
Bay seagrass model workshop. 
+Rick Tinnin, January 23-25, Palacios, Texas, attend winter meeting of the Texas Marine Educators 
Association as board member and present information about Marine Education Service Teacher Workshops. 
+Robert Huntington, January 23-25, Palacios, Texas attend winter meeting of the Texas Marine Educators 
Association and present information about Marine Education Service Teacher Workshops. 
+Rick Tinnin, January 25-26, Fort Worth, Texas, lead a Whalenet teacher in-service at. the regional 
science center in collaboration with the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History. 
+Peter Thomas, January 26-27, College Station, Texas, attend Ph.D. final defense for C. Putte and attend 
seminar in Department of Biology of Texas A & M University. 
+Tara Holmberg, January 26-31,'Pascagoula, Mississippi, deliver and deploy biomoorings for MAMES project. 
+Ellery lngall, February 6-13, San Diego, California, present paper, Flux and recycling of bioactiue 
substances in anoxic environment, at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical 
Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Terry Whitledge, February 7-13, San Diego, California, attend principal investigators meeting for 
SCICEX-98 Arctic Submarine Cruises and present paper/poster, Submarine sampling of nutrients, plant 
pigments and other chemical parameters over the slope and in the Arctic Basin during 1995, 1996 and 1997, 
at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
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+Dean Stochwell, February 7-13, San Diego, California, chair poster session, 1997 Bering Sea studies and 
other Arctic Research and present poster, Processes at the inner front of the Southeastern Bering Sea: 
1997-the year of anomalies, at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical Union 
and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Lauren Clarh, February 7-13, San Diego, California, present paper, Preferential regeneration of 
phosphorus during anoxic diagenesis in marine sediments, at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the 
American Geophysical Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Wayne Gardner, February 8-13, San Diego, California, present paper, Nitrogen cycling rates in Texas 
coastal waters, with and without Texas born tide, at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American 
Geophysical Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Peter Laurentyeu, February 8-13, San Diego, California, present paper, Microbial plankton response to 
resource limitation: insights from the community structure and sestion stiochiometry in Florida Bay at the 
Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical Union and the American Society of 
Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Ron Benner, February 8-13, San Diego, California, co-author of two papers being presented at the Ocean 
Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical Union and the American Society of Limnology 
and Oceanography. 
+Stephen Opsahl, February 8-13, San Diego, California, present paper at the Ocean Sciences Meeting 
sponsored by the American Geophysical Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Ed Buskey, February 10-14, San Diego, California, present paper, Role of vision in aggregative behavior 
of the Mys id, Mysidium columbieae, at the Ocean Sciences Meeting sponsored by the American Geophysical 
Union and the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography. 
+Paul Montagna, Dean Stockwell, Terry Whitledge, February 16-18, Denver, Colorado, participate in 
presentation of results of the Rincon Bayou restoration project. · 
+Eric Thoman, February 15-20, Las Vegas, Nevada, to attend Aquaculture '98, The Triennial Meeting of 
World Aquaculture Society National Shellfisheries Association. 
+Joan Holt, February 15-20, Las Vegas, Nevada, present paper, Larval fish feeding and nutrition, at 
Aquaculture '98. 
+Juan-Pablo Lazo, February 15-20, Las Vegas, Nevada, present paper, Ontogeny of digestive enzymes in 
larval .Red Drum, at Aquaculture '98. 
+Allen Davis, Febr.uary 15-20, Las Vegas, Nevada, present paper, Tolerance of the Rotifer Brachioumus 
plicatilis to ozone, at Aquaculture'98. 
+Connie Arnold, February 15-20, Las Vegas, Nevada, co-author of papers being presented by Juan-Pablo 
Lazo and Allen Davis at Aquaculture '98. 

• Dr. Florence Thomas, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, University of South Alabama, Ammonium uptake by 
benthic communities: effects of water velocity and morphology on mass transfer, Friday, January 30. 

• Dr. M. Ather Ali, University of Montreal, The antiquity of melatonin as a photoperiodic messenger, 
Friday, February 27, 3:45 in Mll5. 
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ILetters to the editor 
• Thanks for continuously sending me the Lazarette Gazette. It keeps me up to date on the goings on at MSI. It also brings back good memories of the years I spent at Port Aransas. I was a graduate student of Dr. C. L. Kitting and Dr. D. E. Wohlschlag. I was at Port Aransas to collect fishes in seagrass beds in Redfish Bay from 1981 to 1983. Can you change my address to "Professor Sung-Roi Huh, Department of Oceanography, Pukyong National University, Daeyeon-dong, Nam-gu, Pusan 608-737, KOREA." Please take care of yourself and wish you and your institute all the good luck. 

(Sung-Hoi Huh, Ph.D., 1983) 

• Uhmmm ... we may need a fresh copy of the Gazette up here. A little water damage to the first-I just read your hovercraft tales. Now my eyes have always tended to get a little wet when I laugh real hard, but that story had them spraying more water than my 6 month old son in the bathtub. Excellent reporting! Should I ever find myself drowning in the Rio Grande and notice a certain hovercraft foundering in my general direction, I'll be able to choose the nobler fate. 
(Kevin Bootes, graduate student, Department of Marine Science) 

• Thanks for keeping LazGaz coming to me. I'm always interested in UTMSI events, though I am ever more distant in every way from my days there. Just to update.. my work address: John Gotto, WyethLederle Vaccines and Pediatrics, 401 N. Middletown Road, Pearl River, NY 10965. I was sorry to miss the 50-year anniversary. It seems like 50 years since I was there myself. I still have occasion now and then to visit South Texas, and I'll stop in next time around. 
(John Gotto, Ph.D., 1980) 

SW AMI SAILS ABOARD LONGHORN 

~-.~ .. ~-~=~~> Cruise #98- 7 03 - SW AMI, Shallow Water Acoustic Measurements Instrument ·~.:::-.:-..:: · }°t finally went to sea aboard the RIV LONGHORN February 11. El Nino (also known as -~~·-- the weather) had delayed departure since ARL (UT's Applied Research Laboratory) loaded 17 ,000 lbs. of gear aboard (SW AMI, 500 meters of hydrophones, van, and other gear and equipment) January 26. Our objective was an area of tanker traffic in 115 meters of water. The 500 meters of hydrophones were to be deployed on the bottom and parallel to the contour of the Gulf. RIV LONGHORN was to run transects both parallel and perpendicular to the hydrophones, constantly collecting data for a minimum period of 48 hours. SW AMI was designed and built by ARL to validate underwater surveillance systems. After testing, SWAMI was to go overseas. ARL did not want to risk anything going wrong in deployment or recovery so limited these operations to seas no larger than four feet. 

As we cleared the jettys, the auto-pilot quit working. Now it would be a real task running the lines, with more plotting and waypoints involved and the plot mode of the RIV LONGHORNs GPS would come in very handy. After five hours we were on station but waited until daylight to deploy SW AMI. We surveyed the bottom for obstructions and did a CTD station where SWAMI would be dropped. We then ran a course parallel to the contour and started deploying the hydrophones, but 15 minutes from time to drop SW AMI there was an OOPS (mistake). While the ARL folks were fixing the oops we had to turn 180 degrees, done by 45 degree increments every 15 minutes, until we finally had 180 degrees (and being careful not to run over the hydrophones). Finally SWAMI was hooked up and transmitting. But as we made the last turn, 
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there was an OOPS (mistake). While the ARL folks were fixing the oops we had to turn 180 degrees, done 
by 45 degree increments every 15 minutes, until we finally had 180 degrees (and being careful not to run 
over the hydrophones). Finally SWAMI was hooked up and transmitting. But as we made the last turn 
SWAMI quit working. The thought went across my mind, RIV LONGHORN had run over the hydrophonesf 
No, we had not, SWAMI had quit for another reason. 

While ARL worked on SW AMI, we went to a nearby rig where the crew resorted to fishing, just to occupy 
their time and not let boredom set in. Red Snapper, Amberjack, Wahoo, and Grouper were the catch of the 
day. SWAMI was soon back on line, but it was getting dark and we anchored for the night. At 0630 the 
next day our marine weather fax showed a prediction of 10 foot seas. Knowing we needed 48 hours for the 
test we headed for home. We were glad we did as winds later got up to 78 mph. We are again waiting for 
a weather window of opportunity. Blame it on El Nino! -Noe Cantu 

The RIV KATY began its busy "spring" season with one of our own ELDERHOSTEL groups on 
February 7. As you can tell from the schedule below, once we move into March the RIV KATY and Captain 
John Turany will be out practically every day, and sometimes twice a day, with groups scheduled through 
MSI's Marine Education Services. In addition to the usual long list of Texas middle schools, high schools, 
and colleges and universities, we also have groups from Arkansas and Kansas as well as Aggies (both 
Corpus and College Station). ~ 

FEBRUARY 
05 0800-1700 ELDERHOSTEL 
07 0800-1200 CASIS ELEM . INSERVICE, AUSTIN 
13 0800-1200 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
16 0800-1200 OUR LADY OF THE LAKE UNIVERSITY 
17 1300-1700 SMITHFIELD MS, FORT WORTH 
19 1300-1700 BRUNI HS, BRUNI 
23 . 1300-1700 ELDERHOSTEL 
26 1300-1700 BRUNI HS, BRUNI 
27 1 1300-1700 UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD 

SAN ANTONIO 
MARCH 

02 1300-1700 MCNEIL HS 
03 0800-1200 MCNEIL HS 
03 1300-1700 MOODY HS 
04 1300-1700 SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE, LEVELAND 
05 0800-1700 ELDERHOSTEL 
06 0800-1200 JAMES BOWIE HS, AUSTIN 
06 1300-1700 TAMUCC 
07 1300-:t?OO MISSION HS, MISSION 
09 0800-1200 SANDS HS, ACKERLY 
10 0800-1200 AUSTIN MONTESSORI MS, AUSTIN -
10 1300-1700 TEMPLE JR. COLLEGE, TEMPL~ 
11 0800-1200 CALALLEN HS, CORPUS CHRISTI 
12 0800-1700 ELDERHOSTEL 
13 1300-1700 CHAU'l'AUGUA WORK SHOP 
17 0800-1200 UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
17 1300-1700 THE WINSTON SCHOOL, DALLAS 
19 0800-1200 CALALLEN HS, CORPUS CHRISTI 
23 0800-1200 OSAWA TOMIE SCIENCE. CLUB, CORPUS C. 
23 1300-1700 TAMUCC 
24 0800-1200 KILLEEN HIGH SCHOOL, KILLEEN 
24 1300-1700 TAMUCC 
25 0800-1200 SOUTHEAST OF SALINE HS, GYPSUM, KS 
25 1300-1700 DUANE LAKE ACADEMY, AUSTIN 
26 0800-1700 ,ELDERHOSTEL 
27 0800-1200 TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
27 1300-1700 FORT WORTH COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 
28 0800-1700 COASTAL BEND BAY FOUNDATION * 
30 0800-1700 MCNEIL HS, AUSTIN 
31 0800-1200 SEA WORLD OF TEXAS 
31 1300-1700 KEYSTONE SCHOOL, SAN ANTONIO 
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APRIL 
01 0800 - 1200 
01 1300-1700 
02 0800-1200 
03 0800-1200 
03 1300-1700 

04 0800-1200 
04 1300-1700 
10 0800-1200 
10 1300-1700 
11 1300-1700 
13 1300-1700 
14 0800-1700 
15 0800-1700 
16 0800-1700 
17 0800-1700 
18 0800-1700 
20 0800-1200 
20 1300-1700 
21 0800-1200 
22 0800-1200 
23 0800-1200 
23 1300-1700 

24 1300-1700 
27 0800-1200 
28 0800-1200 
28 1300-1700 
29 0800-1200 
29 1300-1700 
30 1300-1700 

MAY 
01 0800-1200 
01 1300-1700 
04 0800-1200 
04 1300-l'?<JO 
05 0800-1200 
06 0800-1200 
07 0800-1200 
07 1300-1700 
08 0800-1200 
08 1300-1700 
11 0800-1200 
12 0800-1200 
12 1300-1700 
13 0800-1200 
14 0800-1700 
15 0800-1200 
15 1300-1700 
16 0600-1200 
19 0800 - 1200 
19 1300-1700 
20 0800 - 1200 
26 0800-1200 

SELWYN MS, DENTON 
BURBANK HS, SAN ANTONIO 
DUNBAR MS, LUBBOCK 
ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL, AUSTIN 
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE. UNIVERSITY, 

SAN MARCOS 
TAMU, COLLEGE STATION 
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, AUSTIN 
ELDERHOSTEL 
ROOSEVELT HS, SAN ANTONIO . 
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, AUSTIN 
LUEHRS JR. HS, BISHOP 
GREGORY-PORTLAND HS, PORTLAND 
GREGORY-PORTLAND HS, PORTLAND 
GREGORY-PORTLAND HS, PORTLAND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON 
NORTH MESQUITE HS, MESQUITE 
RIVIERA HS, RIVIERA 
ALLEN HS, ALLEN 
TAFT HS, SAN ANTONIO 
FLORENCE MS, FLORENCE 
PHONEIX ACADEMY, LOCKHART 
PRESBYTERIAN PAN AMERICAN SCHOOL, 

KINGSVILLE 
ALEXANDER HS, LAREDO 
YOE HS, CAMERON 
ELDERHOSTEL 
JOURDANTON HS. JOURDANTON 
ROCKPORT-FULTON HS, ROCKPORT 
SEGUIN HS. SEGUIN 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL, HOUSTON 

LEE HS, SAN ANTONIO 
'l'EXAS WATCH, AUSTIN 
MACARTHUR HS, SAN ANTONIO 
LIBERTY HILL HS, LIBERTY HILL 
MARTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL, CORPUS 
EANES ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
BARTON CREEK ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
MESQUITE HS, MESQUIRE 
EANES ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
LEE HS, SAN ANTONIO 
CEDAR VALLEY COLLEGE, LANCASTER 
BARTON CREEK ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
CEDAR VALLEY COLLEGE, LANCASTER 
LBJ HS, JOHNSON CITY 
ELDERHOSTEL 
FOREST TRAIL ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
DECATUR HS, DECATUR 
HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE 
FOREST TRAIL ELEMENTARY, AUSTIN 
OZONO HS . OZONO 
ROOSTOWN HS, ROBSTOWN 
LOHN ISO, LOHN 



MSI on the World Wide Web http://www. utmsi. u texas.edu 

Visitors to the MSI Web Site 
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A Web Site by Any Other Name ... 
A small change we recently made may ·make it easier for anyone to remember our web 
address. The new address is the more familiar: www.utmsi.utexas.edu. For those 
who don't take to change easily, the old address still works fine. Another change since 
my last report is the online registration ·form for our summer program. College 
students interested in enrolling for any one of our four undergraduate and two 
graduate courses offered during the summer of 1998 can submit an application directly 
through our web site. Also, thanks to the kindness of editor Mary Judson, we have 
been able to include on our web site stories she has written about MSI for the Port 
Aransas South Jetty newspaper during the past year or so. Check out all of these 
new items by selecting "What's New" on our home page. -Lee Fuiman 

ELDERHOSTEL is thriving and growing at UTMSI! Now one of the largest 
ELDERHOSTEL programs in Texas, UTMSI is currently hosting more than 20 ELDERHOSTEL weeks a 
year and is designated one of only 7 Texas Supersites out of a total of 70 sites in the state. We are hosts 
to about 900 adults who sign up for an Adventure in Lifelong Learning. We have the only Intensive Studies 
program in the state, and the only one in Marine Science in the United States! In addition, in 1996, MSI 
launched the first Service ELDERHOSTEL in Texas on Shamrock Island in partnership with The Nature 
Conservancy of Texas. The Nature Conservancy has recently requested that we continue that project for 
another three years. Intergenerational programs, where the grandparents bring their grandchildren 
between the ages of 10 and 13, are a big hit during the summer. Our 1998 Intergeneration programs in 
June are almost completely full. Our ELDERHOSTEL program currently has sites here in Port Aransas 
and Rockport and has a budget in excess of $200,000 a year~ It is completely self-supporting and channels 
the vast majority of the money directly back into the Port Aransas economy. UTMSI ELDERHOSTEL is 
under Marine Education Services and Rick Tinnin is the Director with Judy Reynolds as Administrative 
Coordinator. The staff also includes Peg Lumen, Rachel Scheel and Jim Cooper. Linda Fuiman and Bob 
Huntington provide field trip naturalist expertise while scientists Tony Amos, Ken Dunton, and Rick Kalke 
discuss their research with participants. For information for your parents, friends, or yourself about 
ELDERHOSTEL, you may contact us by phone, e-mail or just stop by the office any time! 
(512-749-6718 and judyr@utmsi.zo.utexas.edu) -Judy Reynolds 
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I Personnel 

Vicki Roberson has been reclassified from Accounting Clerk III to Accounting Technician. Vicki first 
came to work at MSI in 1979. She now handles the accounting section of the MSI fiscal office. In recent 
years she has been heavily involved in the training and guidance of several Accounting Clerks and Office 
Assistants. Vicki makes good use of her long experience and knowledge to look after the MSI accounts, 
which number well over 100. Congratulations Vicki! 

Faye Miget has been reclassified from Accounting Clerk III to Buyer II. Faye has been working in the 
MSI fiscal office since 1983. Faye is in charge of the purchasing section of the fiscal office and is greatly 
experienced in the intricacies of the UT and state purchasing system. How she maintains her cheerful 
disposition and smiling face while guiding our MSI purchasing through the maze is a wonder. 
Congratulations Faye! 

Mark McCarthy has joined Wayne Gardner's lab to perform lab and field experiments and process 
data in relation to nutrient cycling and microbial food web. investigations. Mark received a Bachelor of 
Science in 1991 from the University of Miami with a double major in Marine Science and Biology and a 
minor in Chemistry. He is currently enrolled part time in the Mariculture program at TAMUCC. · 

Megan Black has joined Ed Buskey's lab part time. She received a bachelor's degree in Biology from 
Colorado College in 1995. She will be working on the brown tide research project, and trying to get some 
new protozoan species into culture for grazing studies. She came to Corpus Christi with her husband, Carl 
Peecher, who is stationed at NAS-CC for 6 months learning to fly Cl30's for the Marine Corps. While in 
the area she hopes to do a lot of sailing and earn her own pilot's license. 

Marc Turano· has joined Connie Arnold's lab part time. He received a bachelor's degree in Marine 
Biology from the University of North Carolina - Wilmington in 1997. He is currently attending TAMUCC. 

Nasir Kureshy has joined Connie Arnold's lab part time. He received a bachelor's degree from Texas 
A&M University at Galveston in 1996 and is currently attending TAMUCC. 

Cara Leverett is a UT-Austin undergraduate and has joined Ken Dunton's lab until the middle of May 
to conduct a research project. 

Hiroshi Ogawa, a Professor at the Ocean ~esearch Institute of Tokyo University, visited Dr. Ron 
Benner's lab for 6 weeks this past November and December. Dr. Ogawa is a leading expert in marine 
organic geochemistry, and he and Ron share a strong interest in dissolved organic matter, the major form 
of organic carbon in seawater and one of the largest active reservoirs of organic carbon on the planet. Dr. 
Ogawa's research at the MSI has focused on the factors limiting the bioavailability of the small <;!issolved 
molecules in seawater. He will be visiting Ron's lab again for an additional 8 week stay beginning in 
February. 
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!Tony's Tidings ... 
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Weather Report for 12 January - 15 February 1998 

12 - 18 JAN 1998 ..... MON .... TUE .... WED . . . . THU . . . . FRI .... SAT .... SUN .. . MEAN 
DA TE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 2 . . . . . . I 3 . . . . . . I 4 . . . . . . I 5 . . . . . . I 6 . . . . . . I 7 . . . . . . I 8 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 72.6 ..... 69.4 ..... 60.6 . . . . . 63 . l . . . . 68.7 . .... 67.1 ... . . 73.2 . . . . . 67 .8 
AIR TEMP . . . LOW . . 63.8 ..... 54,5 ..... 53.2 ..... 46.7 . . . . 52.3 . . .. . 55.4 . .. . . 59.7 .... . 55.1 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . 
RAlNFALL TOTAL . . 0.00 .... . 0.83 .. .. . 0.00 ... . . 0.00 .... 0.00 .... . 0.00 ..... 0.00 .. .. . 0.83 

19 - 25 JAN 1998 . . . . . MON . . . . TUE .... WED . . . . THU . . . . FRI . . . . SAT . . . . SUN ... MEAN 
DATE ................ 19 ...... 20 ...... 21 . . . . . . 22 ...... 23 ...... 24 . ..... 25 
AIR TEMP . .. HIGH . . 61. I ..... 69.6 . .. .. 71.6 .. . .. 67.8 .... 60.8 . . . .. 58.6 . .... 66.7 . .... 65 .2 
AIR TEMP . . . LOW . . 49.8 ..... 60.8 .. ... 64.4 . . . . . 49.6 . . . . 43.3 ..... 48.3 .. . . . 55.7 . . . . . 53 . I 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . 
RAINFALL TOTAL . . 0.00 .. .. . 0.00 . .. .. 0.07 .. .. . 0.38 . . .. 0.00 . .... 0.00 . .. .. 0.00 .. . . . 0.44 

26 JAN - 01 FEB 1998 . MON . . . . TUE .... WED . . . . THU . . . . FRI . . . . SAT . . . . SUN ... MEAN 
DATE ................ 26 . . . .. . 27 ..... . 28 . . . . . . 29 .. . ... 30 ...... 31 . . . . . . 01 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 70.5 . .... 63.1 .. . . . 68 .3 . . . . . 72.5 . . . . 71.9 . . . . . 68.7 . .... 65.4 . . ... 68.6 
AIR TEMP . . .LOW . . 56.4 . . ... 49.6 . .... 57.0 ... . . 57.7 ... . 59.0 .... . 63.3 . . .. . 57.5 . .... 57.2 
SEA TEMP ... LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... -- ...... . 
RAINFALL TOT AL . . 0.00 ..... 0.00 . . . . . 0.00 . . . . . 0.00. . : . . 0.00 ..... 0.00 . . . . . 1.08 . . . . . 1.08 

02 - 08 FEB 1998 • . . . . MON . . . . TUE . . . . WED . • . . THU • . . . FRI . . . . SAT . . . . SUN ... MEAN 
DATE . . ... . ...... . ... 02 .. . ... 03 ...... 04 ... . .. 05 ..... : 06 ...... 07 ..... . 08 
AIR TEMP ... HIGH . . 60.6 ..... 69.4 .... . 64.4 . . ... 62.0 . . . . 57.2 ..... 58.8 . . ... 70.3 ..... 68.6 
AIR TEMP ... LOW . . 57.0 ..... 52.7 ..... 52.1 .... . 55.2 .... 48.2 . .... 43.1 ..... 55.4 ..... 57.2 
SEA TEMP . . . LOW . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.6 -- ..... 54.5 ....... -- . . . . . . ---
RAINFALL TOTAL .. 0.00 .... . 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.05 .... 0.10 ..... 0.00 .... . 0.00 ..... 0.05 

09 - 15 FEB 1998 ..... MON .... TUE .... WED •... THU .... FRI .... SAT .... SUN ... MEAN 
DATE .......... _ .· ..... 09 .. . ... IO .... . . 11 . . . . . . 12 ..... . 13 ...... 14 ...... 15 
AIR TEMP .. (HIGH) 69.4 ..... 75.5 ..... 63.5 . . . . . 69.8 65.1 ..... 64.0 . . ... 60.4 . . . . . 66.8 
AIR TEMP .. (LOW) 60.6 .. . .. 59.9 ..... 47.8 ..... 57.2 54.1 ..... 57.5 ..... 55.4 ..... 56.1 
SEA TEMP . (LOW) 61.6 . ...... -- ..... 58.8 . . . . . . -- 61.2 . . . . . . -- ... : . 59.9 ..... 60.4 

RAINFALL (TOTAL) 0.00 ..... 0.00 ..... 0.00 .... . 0.41 0.02 .. . . . 1.53 . .... 0.01 . . . . . 1.97 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.-------------------------------------~------------------------

-Tony Amos. 

If Monica Lewinsky may be prosecuted (indiscretions?), if Barnes and Nobles 
may be prosecuted (pornography?), perhaps the Laz Gaz will be prosecuted 
(sperm dancing on the masthead). Strange, last month's Egabrag 
Woes-largely my own embarrassing misfortunes during a hovercraft 
demonstration-has been the subject of more favorable comment than any 
other article in the LazGaz, now in its seventh year. Noe andl are scheduled 
for an airboat demonstration. This time I will wear my old clothes. And the 
demonstration will not be conducted by the Laredo Fire Department. Famous 
Amos, Mustang Island Moses, aka MSI's own Anthony (Tony) Amos is back in 

Texas Monthly (February). This time there is a full page picture of Tony on the beach, selected as 
one of the 100 best photos ever published in the history of the magazine. It appears Tony is 
kneeling on the beach and working on his computer, actually he is praying that the long-overdue 
plans and specifications for the ARK will be completed so that the Animal Rehabilitation Keep will 
be constructed before summer begins. -John Thompson 
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