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Steve Hoelscher; Mary Kimbrough*, Susan

Auler*, Kerry Knerr, Elissa Underwood, Tracey

Evers*, Marvin Bendele (Executive Director,

Foodways Texas).

* member of Les Dames D’Escoffier, Dallas

Chapter

A hearty congratulations to Ph.D. students

Kerry Knerr and Elissa Underwood,

who have been named the 2016 recipients of

the Les Dames D’Escoffier, Dallas Chapter

Endowed Presidential Fellowships in

American Studies. Les Dames D’Escoffier of

Dallas have offered their generous support

of American Studies graduate scholarship at

UT on topics relating to food studies.

Kerry Knerr’s project, “Cocktails, Class, and

Conspicuous Consumption in the

Progressive Era U.S.,” examines the early

history of the American cocktail and its

entanglement with American cultural

imperialism. The project will build upon her

master’s report, “In Search of a Good Drink:
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Punches, Cocktails, and Imperial

Consumption,” currently under review at

Global Food History. In it Kerry argues that

understanding the material aspects of

alcohol consumption (what people are

doing), through close readings of recipe

collections and material cultures of public

and home bars, can ground otherwise

nebulous discourses (what people are

saying) of social movements, gender

politics, or class formation. Kerry will

conduct research at the National Food and

Beverage Foundation in New Orleans,

which houses both the Southern Food and

Beverage Museum and the Museum of the

American Cocktail. There she will analyze

menus, published cookbooks or bar

manuals, private recipe collections,

newspaper clippings, and photographs.

Elissa Underwood’s project, “Women and

Food in Carceral Spaces,” will explore

women’s understandings of and experiences

with food and foodways, including specific

nutritional needs and distinct relationships

with food, during and after incarceration by

conducting oral histories with formerly

incarcerated women in Texas. Elissa will

interview women working and learning or

perfecting skills in food-based industries, as

well as women who have started their own

food-based companies or non-profit

organizations specifically aimed at

combating recidivism and/or preventing

incarceration.

The winners were announced at this year’s

Foodways Texas conference, an
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