




































































24 TEXAS BUSINESS REVIEW

BAROMETERS OF TEXAS BUSINESS

Year-to-date Average

July June May average month
1950 1950 1950 1950 1949
GENERAL BUSINESS ACTIVITY
tIndex of Texas Business Activity* . 244.8 234.5 233.4 228.6 210.2
Index of bank debits in Texas cities 548.8 553.0 514.3 505.9 448.6
Income payments to individuals in the U.S. (billions—seasonally
adjusted'atannualrate) . . s 0 TEC RIS 2158 § 2145 § 2168 § 2099
Index of wholesale prices in the U.S. (1926 =100, unadjusted) 162.2% 4573 155.9 155.0 154.9
Index of consumers’ prices in Houston (unadjusted) ... 175.1 173.1 172.4 172.9 171.3
Index of consumers’ prices in the U.S. (unadjusted) 172.5 170.2 168.6 168.4 169.1
Index of postal receipts in Texas cities 295.3 303.5 303.5 294.7 286.2
tIndex of miscellaneous freight carloadings in the Southwestern Dis-

trict (17.6) 146.8 136.8 134.7 137.3 1314
Business corporation charters issued (number) 274% 329 379 308 250
Business failures (number) 9 22 18 18 17

TRADE
tIndex of total retail sales (adjusted for price changes) (47.7)* 233.5 219.8 217.7 2174 204.6
Index of total retail sales* 4379 412.2 404.3 402.5 383.9
Durable goods stores* 655.6 576.2 549.0 545.2 461.6
Nondurable goods stores* 339.9 337.9 339.1 338.2 348.8
Index of department store sales in the U.S 362 298 290 297 285
Ratio of credit sales to net sales in department and apparel stores____ 62.1 64.8 66.3 64.7 61.9
Ratio of collections to outstandings in department and apparel stores___. 44.2 46.6 47.8 41.7 50.7
Tndexofigasolineisalesi sl o0 WGBSR SR o Ao - RL = 236.5 236.7 229.6 208.9
PRODUCTION
+Index of industrial electric power consumption (14.8) 340.4 341.9 332.7 3317 302.1
tIndex of crude runs to stills (4.5) 163.8 156.4 151.7 156.4 165.1
Indexioftwheat grindings— o i i W8 00 GRRe SERRINE e i o B R 119.1 117.5 110.1 17T
Index of cottonseed crushed i 555.8 4674 303.0 122.8
Index of Southern pine production___________ 134 134 126 119
Index of dairy product manufacturing 74.6 79.2 79.1 80.9 70.6
tIndex of urban building permits, (adjusted for price changes) (3.8) . 552.6 469.2 583.8 460.8 304.2
Index of urban building permits 1072.5 890.5 1098.1 872.4 560.9
Value of construction contracts awarded (thousands) . $ 99951 $100,620 $ 88,636 $ 79,315 § 78,282
tIndex of crude petroleum production (8.6) 192.6 182.3 17157 167.8 163.4
Indexiof natural gasiproduction..= = < o s s Jen o BT S R 436.5 408.8 379.1
tIndex of total electric power consumption (3.0) 409.0 410.3 390.3 387.9 353.3
Index of industrial production in the U.S 199% 199% 193 190 176
Indextols cement productionss tos s s 1 17 SSeutie Sl NOIEL SIETCVNR e L B R, 265.9 268.4 269.0 243.2
AGRICULTURE
Index of farm cash income 391.3 2TT 276.0 251.6 442.0
Index of prices received by farmers (unadjusted) 303 288 210 218 275
Index of prices paid by farmers in U.S. (parity index, unadjusted)

(1910-14=100) 256 255 254 252 244
Parity ratio for Texas 118 113 109 110 112
Shipments of poultry and eggs (carloads) 28 47 54 28 54
Index of prices received by farmers—livestock (unadjusted) 364 352 346 342 334
Index of prices received by farmers—all crops (unadjusted) 257 240 226 230 230

FINANCE
Loans, reporting member banks in Dallas district (millions) ____ $ 1238 § 1201 § 1,191 ¢ 1193 § L0755
Loans and investments, reporting member banks in Dallas district

(millions) $ 2581 & 2523 § 2506 '$ 2520 § 233
Demand deposits adjusted, reporting member banks in Dallas district

(millions) $ 2078 $ 2051 $ 203 $ 2017 $ 1940
Bank debits in 20 cities (millions) $ 4340 $ 4400 $ 3981 $ 4014 § 362
Revenue receipts of State Comptroller (thousands) $ 45926 $ 46,926 $ 54,427 § 48,787 § 432%4
Federal internal revenue collections (thousands) $ 66,287 $127,012 $ 99,565  $118229  $118,465

LABOR
Total manufacturing employment (thousands) 337.6% 336.8 337.0 333.8 3311
Durable goods employment (thousands) 142.1% 139.9 137.7 136.4 1344
Nondurable goods employment (thousands) 195.5% 196.9 199.3 197.3 196.7
Nonagricultural civilian labor force in 17 labor market areas (thousands) 1,427 1,425 1,411 1,413 1,393
Unemployment in 17 labor market areas 65,705 72,340 63,885 71,919 67,915
Placements in 17 labor market areas 29,903 28,345 30,155 25,798 24,278

All figures are for Texas unless otherwise indicated. All indexes are based on the average months for 1935-39 except where indicated and

are adjusted for seasonal variation (except annual indexes).

tThe index of business activity is a weighted average of the indexes indicated hv a dagger(t). The weight given each index in computing

the composite is given in parenthesis.
{Preliminary.

*Revised. Retail sales indexes and the index of general business activity have been tentatively revised on the basis of preliminary 1948 Census

of Business reports.



