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In 2007, Pakistan saw its first popular mass protest movement in decades. Subsequently 

known as the Lawyers’ Movement, the protest was initiated by Pakistani lawyers in 

response to then dictator President General Pervez Musharraf’s decision to 

unconstitutionally suspend Supreme Court Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry. 

This dissertation explores the second-level attribute agenda-setting effects of Pakistani 

news media on public opinion regarding General Pervez Musharraf, and the consequent 

sense of “cognitive liberation” – the collective sentiment that the public can affect social 

change – among Pakistanis, that eventually lead to Musharraf’s political downfall. A 

content analysis of 318 news stories was conducted from the English language daily The 

News over seven time periods between 2007 and 2008. The newspaper was selected as 

representative of one of Pakistan’s most powerful media groups, the Jang Media Group. 
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The content analysis results were then compared with Pakistan public opinion polls 

conducted by the International Republican Institute over seven time periods between 

2007 and 2008. Spearman’s Rho correlations were used to describe the relationship 

between the tone of The News’ descriptions in its stories and Pakistani public opinion 

regarding General Musharraf during the Lawyers’ Movement. Social Movement Theory 

was also used in a textual analysis of The News reportage to contextualize the various 

political processes during the Lawyers’ Movement, and also to help explain how and why 

the movement was different from others in Pakistan’s recent history. The results of both 

analyses suggested that the tone of the attributes of General Musharraf highlighted by the 

Pakistani press during the Lawyers’ Movement did significantly influence public opinion 

about General Musharraf. Further, The News’ media representation during the Movement 

played an important role in the shared belief among Pakistanis that they could effectively 

unite to oppose Musharraf’s leadership.  
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Chapter 1: Background 

The Lawyers’ Movement was a significant event in the political history of 

Pakistan, a movement that ended successfully with the resignation of General Pervez 

Musharraf as president of the country. The central thesis explored in this dissertation is 

that a consequence of the news media’s agenda-setting power was the creation of a sense 

of “cognitive liberation” and resource mobilization in Pakistan, such that a dictator 

propped up by a foreign power could nonetheless be removed through domestic forces. 

This study seeks to explore how the Lawyers’ Movement resulted in Musharraf’s 

resignation, and the extent to which Pakistan’s private media had an agenda-setting role 

on Pakistani public opinion in strengthening the Movement.  

Prior to presenting a theoretical framework and testable hypotheses that elaborate 

this thesis, this chapter sets the political and cultural background, introducing General 

Musharraf, the Pakistani judiciary, and the situation of the news media at the time of the 

Lawyers’ Movement. First, this paper will outline Pakistan’s praetorian history to 

empirically establish the extent of the military’s influence on administrative decision-

making, and on media operation and censorship. Pakistani dictators have intervened 

repeatedly not only in the country’s constitutional affairs, but also in the functioning of 

an independent media almost since Pakistan’s inception. This historic military-media 

relationship has directly influenced and controlled the Pakistani media agenda and made 

it almost impossible for the media to criticize dictatorial regimes, until the Lawyers’ 

Movement.  
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Pakistan first appeared on the world map as an independent state in August of 

1947 after the division of the British Indian Empire (Cohen, 2004). When Pakistan 

separated from India in 1947, the administration declared it an explicitly Islamic state 

(“Pakistan Navigator,” 2015). From its birth to present day, Pakistan has also been a 

praetorian nation. The country has historically alternated between civilian politics marked 

by temporary transitions to democracy and military rule. General Musharraf’s resignation 

was the first and only time in Pakistan’s history during which citizens were able to unite 

and actually restore democracy through a successful social movement. The role of the 

media in the unique circumstances of this resignation is the subject of this study. 

Pakistan experienced its first coup d’état in October 1958. At the time, President 

General Iskander Mirza conveyed to the British high commissioner in Karachi his 

opinion that democracy would not work in Pakistan and that it was time for him “to act” 

in the interest of Pakistan (Khan, 2002, p. 11). This direct intervention in the workings of 

the administration and constitution provided a template for every military-bureaucratic 

intervention in Pakistan since that time. Twenty days after Mirza imposed martial law – 

and a few months prior to Pakistan’s scheduled first general elections – General Ayub 

Khan, Mirza’s army chief, ousted Mirza from the presidency (Khan, 1967). In addition, 

he also wrote the 1962 Constitution, promoted himself to field marshal, and continued 

ruling for a decade.  

By the late 1960s, Foreign Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was challenging Ayub 

Khan in West Pakistan just as East Pakistan was becoming restive. After a political 
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deadlock with opposition politicians, Ayub Khan handed over power to General Yahya 

Khan on March 25, 1969 (Feldman, 1975). This general, however, seemed to recognize 

that he could not keep the Pakistani population’s want of due political process at bay 

forever. Yahya Khan then announced his intention to hold elections for a Constituent 

Assembly open to all political parties and to allow relative freedom for the media (Khan, 

2002).  

In 1970 the results of general elections shocked the military-bureaucratic top 

brass (Haqqani, 2006). East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) would see the first Pakistani 

Prime Minister, but instead of accepting these outcomes, the military initiated a civil war 

that eventually led to East Pakistan’s separation from the federation. In the aftermath of 

these events, power was handed over to Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who governed from 1972 to 

1977 and also managed to attain consensus on a new constitution in 1973 (Haqqani, 

2006).  

Ironically Bhutto, the “liberal” civilian democrat, began acquiescing to Islamists, 

particularly the Jamat-e-Islami (JI) to consolidate his power. This backfired and escalated 

into an all-out campaign for Islamic laws in the country and allowed General Zia-ul-Haq 

to oust and execute Bhutto, formalize an “Islamization” policy and to enforce Islamic 

Shariah law in the country (Shah, 2006, p. 172). What made Zia’s extreme policies easier 

was the international U.S. backing he enjoyed by allowing Pakistan to sponsor an anti-

Soviet jihad in Afghanistan (Shah, 2006). This aspect of Zia’s leadership saw parallels 

with General Musharraf’s relationship with the U.S., however with different 
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consequences for the latter dictator. As was the case with Musharraf’s military 

predecessors, his ties to the U.S. also had direct and indirect effects on his ability to 

negotiate Pakistani media. The research in this dissertation suggests the reasons for these 

differing outcomes may be directly linked to private Pakistani media’s growing influence 

on public opinion during the 2000s.  

During his tenure from 1977-1988, General Zia continuously promised the 

Pakistani people that he would gradually hand over power to civilians, but consistently 

managed to avoid this (Haqqani, 2006). In 1988, Zia’s death in a plane crash allowed 

elections in Pakistan for the first time in years, and political parties were allowed to 

nominate candidates. This resulted in the prime ministership of Bhutto’s daughter, 

Benazir Bhutto (“Benazir Bhutto,” 2009). However, President Ghulam Ishaq Khan (with 

the support of the military) dismissed her within just two years on corruption charges 

(Haqqani, 2006). 

The next civilian prime minister, Nawaz Sharif, started out as the military’s 

(particularly General Zia’s) political protégé, but his first term also ended abruptly in 

1993 with yet another military-supported dismissal from office (Haqqani, 2006). At the 

end of 1993, Bhutto returned to office only to be dismissed again in 1996. Sharif then 

returned to office in 1997 after another election, only to be overthrown in the 1999 

military coup by General Pervez Musharraf, who is the focus of this dissertation. These 

continuous disruptions of civilian governments by military leaders show the extent to 

which Pakistan’s constitution and democratic institutions have consistently been 
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challenged. Pakistani media are no exception to this history. However, General 

Musharraf was the first dictator in Pakistan’s history that media were able to criticize in 

spite of severe restrictions and blackouts. And the Lawyers’ Movement was the time 

frame for this shift. This study will analyze the extent to which Pakistani media played a 

role in affecting public opinion during this period, and will also try to explore some of the 

socio-political reasons behind the historical shift in Pakistan’s institutional relations.   

 

SOUTH ASIA, TERRORISM AND AMERICAN AID 

Another significant factor in strengthening Pakistani dictatorships over the years 

is foreign, particularly U.S. aid and support. This backing has also historically facilitated 

a series of constitutional and civil rights violations, including incursions of media 

freedoms, by a number of dictators including General Musharraf. However, this 

traditional relationship also changed during the Lawyers’ Movement, making General 

Musharraf the first Pakistani dictator to resign. A brief history of this foreign intervention 

and the influences on domestic leadership, as well as the shift in these relationships 

during General Musharraf’s leadership will also help to shed light on the military’s 

changing influence on Pakistan’s media agenda.  

Terrorism in South Asia is directly associated with the Cold War, the Afghan war 

of the 1980s, and the U.S.-Saudi channeling of weapons and ammunition to anti-Soviet 

groups with the help of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) agency (Alavi, 2002). 

During the 1980s, religious extremists gained power over moderates within Afghan 
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ruling hierarchies. This process continued after the Soviet withdrawal in 1989 and the 

Taliban emerged as leading contenders for power by 1994 (Ahmed, 2002). By 1996 the 

Pashtun military commanders and religious leaders and their students (many of whom 

were Taliban) gained control over most of the state and formed alleged links to many 

terrorist outfits around the world (Ahmed, 2002).  

These Pashtun commanders and clerics supported and offered refuge in 

Afghanistan to Osama bin Laden and his supporters, who were complicit in a number of 

high profile terrorist efforts, including the 1998 U.S. embassy bombings in Tanzania and 

Kenya and the September 11, 2001 attacks in the United States (Ahmed, 2002). These 

events paved the way for a Pakistan-U.S. alliance that supported and strengthened 

General Musharraf’s reputation both at home and abroad, at least for a few years. On 

October 7, 2001, the U.S. began its military campaign in Afghanistan, and sought 

Pakistan’s logistical support, intelligence sharing and access to its airspace and military 

bases under the aegis of President General Musharraf (Ahmed, 2002).  

As a result of Pakistan’s collaboration and to ensure its continued support, the 

Bush administration and its allies eased sanctions on Pakistan and extended substantial 

economic incentives to the country (Ahmed, 2002). In November 2001, President Bush 

stated that America would provide Pakistan with more than $1 billion in U.S. support in 

addition to preferential terms of trade for Pakistani products and support for new soft 

loans and extensive debt relief from the World Bank and International Monetary Fund 



7 

 

(Ahmed, 2002, p. 85). This heavy U.S. support of Musharraf greatly strengthened his 

position.  

Musharraf’s political downfall began with his attempt to force out Pakistan’s 

Supreme Court chief justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry in early 2007 on charges of 

nepotism and corruption (Kfir, 2007). One of Chaudhry’s first initiatives as Supreme 

Court chief justice was to investigate politically contentious cases, including some 

implicating the Pakistani government, the military, and intelligence agencies (Kfir, 2007). 

Musharraf’s forced resignation of Chaudhry was widely protested by the country’s civil 

society, and the resulting Lawyers’ movement eventually forced Musharraf to backtrack 

(Kfir, 2007). Hence, this study will use precisely the time frame of the events following 

Chaudhry’s initial ousting from the Pakistani Supreme Court to explore the influence of 

Pakistani media on Musharraf and the Lawyers’ Movement on Musharraf’s eventual 

political demise.  

Historically, Pakistan’s judiciary has been neither strong nor autonomous and 

became increasingly corrupt and politicized under the alternating governments of Prime 

Ministers Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif (Rose & Evans, 1997). Executive power was 

personalized (undermining other political institutions including political parties and 

parliament) and criminal prosecutions were politicized (Rose & Evans, 1997).  

Once Chaudhry was reinstated, the Supreme Court continued to rule against the 

government (Kfir, 2007). These rulings made life very difficult for Musharraf and the 

legal crisis intensified by the debate over constitutionalism, democracy, and the role of 
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the military in Pakistan while uniting various factions that traditionally opposed one 

another: lawyers, members of secular political parties, and Islamists (“Pakistan judge 

protest escalates,” 2007). This paper tests the role of the Pakistani media on public 

opinion regarding this anti-Musharraf sentiment.  

A newly liberalized private media sector played a vital role in the events 

following Musharraf’s attempt to force out Chief Justice Chaudhry. (Alam, 2007). 

Throughout the suspension period, Pakistan endured numerous demonstrations which 

posed a major threat to Musharraf’s rule. These united Pakistani liberals with pro-Taliban 

and Islamist elements, which both demanded Chaudhry’s restoration to the bench (Walsh, 

2007). By choosing to engage in street demonstrations, the protesters also emphasized 

their willingness to challenge Musharraf’s authority and that of the army, as Musharraf 

was also head of the army. Security forces also went all out in dealing with protests and 

at one point, prominent private media outlet Geo TV was temporarily shut down.  

The event proved so damaging and embarrassing to Musharraf that he issued an 

apology (Alam, 2007). This sort of apology for a categorical decision was also a first in 

Pakistan’s history: it marked the shift from a traditionally state-supervised and censored 

media to one that was functioning somewhat independently and openly criticizing the 

administration for the first time. In fact, several Pakistani social scientists attribute the 

Pakistani media, and new media social networking platforms as pivotal in an effective 

Lawyers’ Movement that activists were able to sustain for over two years (“Notes: The 

Pakistani Lawyers’ Movement,” 2010). Therefore, this study will also use social 
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movement theory to analyze the institutional role of the Pakistani media in Musharraf’s 

resignation during the Lawyers’ Movement.  

 

THE LAWYERS’ MOVEMENT 

Social movement theory will be used to explore the complex events and 

institutional conditions surrounding the Lawyers’ Movement – particularly the role of the 

Pakistani media at the time – that lead to General Musharraf’s resignation. Social 

movement theory will guide a qualitative analysis of the news coverage. Some social 

scientists suggest that the Lawyers’ Movement emerged in two phases (“Notes,” 2010). 

Initially, Pakistan’s Supreme Court asserted its independence and gained public 

confidence with lawyers protesting in the streets. Then, a broader coalition of lawyers, 

members of civil society and non-government organizations, students, political parties, 

and other groups responded to Musharraf’s arbitrary decision-making through nationwide 

protests. The result was changes in the Pakistani political and judicial system. This 

research aims to explore the role of the media in mobilizing Pakistani citizens during this 

time, in particular the news coverage of the Lawyers’ Movement.  

Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry first became Chief Justice of the Pakistan Supreme 

Court in 2005 taking office under Musharraf’s Provisional Constitutional Order (PCO) in 

2000 (“Notes,” 2010). For this reason many lawyers considered him a tool of the 

establishment, and there was little expectation that he would assert the Supreme Court’s 

independence and attempt to end military rule. 
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Shortly after being appointed, Chaudhry began instituting changes at the Court. 

His first initiative was an effort to improve the Court’s efficiency and to reduce its case 

backlog (“Supreme Court Report,” 2006). From 2005 to 2007, Chaudhry greatly 

expanded Pakistan’s public interest litigation, and initiated petitions and suo motu actions 

that the Court hears in order to “check the abuse of power or misuse of authority or 

arbitrary or mala fide acts and decisions of the authorities” (“Supreme Court Report,” 

2006). Such litigation included large-scale investigations in politically contentious cases. 

For example, when Musharraf privatized Pakistan Steel Mills in April 2006, selling it at a 

price allegedly far below market value amid allegations of corruption, the Court annulled 

the sale (Ghias, 2010). From 2006 to 2007 the Court summoned representatives from 

Pakistan’s intelligence agencies to appear before it to account for missing persons that the 

government had allegedly detained in connection with the War on Terror (Ghias, 2010). 

The Pakistani military and intelligence agencies were directly involved and implicated in 

several of these disappearances, and the Court’s action once again directly challenged 

Musharraf’s administration.  

Overall, the Court received prominent and generally favorable coverage by the 

Pakistani media during this period (Ghias, 2010). This was another reason that its support 

among the public increased significantly (“Survey of Pakistan Public Opinion,” 2007). 

Frustrated by Chaudhry’s courtroom initiatives, Musharraf summoned the Chief Justice 

to the Pakistan Army House on March 9, 2007, to pressure him to resign over allegations 

of misconduct (“Pakistan’s Top Judge is Suspended,” 2007). Chaudhry refused, and 

Musharraf referred the allegations to the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), Pakistan’s 
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highest judicial disciplinary body (Ghias, 2010). Musharraf then proceeded to suspend 

the Chief Justice and to place him under house arrest (Ghias, 2010). The people of 

Pakistan reacted negatively to the suspension of the Chief Justice, and the lawyers’ 

protests began soon after (“Survey of Pakistan Public Opinion,” 2007; Malik, 2008).  

The Pakistani military has dominated the country’s political landscape since its 

inception. Generals traditionally expect deference from legislative and judicial officials, 

so the Chief Justice’s refusal to resign represented a radical break from political norms 

and an unprecedented assertion of judicial independence. Within days, Chaudhry went 

from just another Supreme Court judge to a folk hero. Sidney Tarrow (1994) notes in 

Power in Movement that the quintessential hero’s act has the potential to become a 

challenge with unpredictable limits and unknown costs. In fact, according to Pakistani 

historian and movement leader Hamid Khan “[Chaudhry] became a symbol of the 

common man’s protest against the elites in this country.” (“Notes: The Pakistani 

Lawyers’ Movement,” 2010).  

The next section will briefly outline the events during the Lawyers’ Movement 

that affected public opinion regarding the key players in this study: Musharraf, Chaudhry, 

and the judiciary. This will allow for a better understanding of the attributes analyzed in 

the hypotheses and will also lay the groundwork for the research question exploring the 

Pakistani public’s belief in its ability to affect social change by removing Musharraf from 

office.  
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MEDIA AND PUBLIC OPINION IN THE LAWYERS’ MOVEMENT  

The Lawyers’ Movement also resulted in prominent media portrayals of 

Chaudhry’s refusal to resign. Since this study explores the portrayal of Musharraf, 

Chaudhry, and the judiciary in the media, this section will outline some of the key 

changes in these portrayals through the course of the Lawyers’ Movement. One image 

particularly caught public attention: that of the police grabbing Chaudhry and dragging 

him by his collar into a police vehicle prior to his first appearance before the Supreme 

Judicial Council (SJC). This event was broadcast live via Pakistan’s electronic media 

while newspapers also published a photograph of the scene (“All Things Pakistan,” 

2007). These images resonated among many Pakistanis accustomed to police corruption 

and arbitrariness. Islamabad political activist Ghazala Minallah explained that the 

“photograph did it for a lot of people, and it did it for me…That just launched us into 

protest mode” (“Notes,” 2010).  

As Chaudhry’s case continued before the SJC, Chaudhry and his supporters from 

the judiciary began to mobilize people to the cause of judicial independence. First, 

Chaudhry and his lawyers gathered a defense team that included some of Pakistan’s most 

well-regarded attorneys (Malik, 2008). They then began a cross-country tour with 

Chaudhry speaking before local bar associations, highlighting specifically the benefits of 

judicial independence and the rule of law (Masood, 2007, March 29). Chaudhry’s 

motorcade attracted crowds, and often inspired government tactics of intimidation and 

repression (Masood, 2007, May 5; “Carnage in Karachi,” 2007).  



13 

 

Eventually, the lawyers began branching out and accepting the support of other 

civil society groups. For example, lawyers in Lahore started meeting every week at the 

Lahore High Court with representatives from professional trade organizations, labor 

unions, and representatives from political parties a few weeks after March 9, 2007, to 

plan protest activities (“Notes,” 2010). They were soon joined by groups of doctors, 

engineers, professors, religious scholars, traders, and political party workers at their 

weekly rallies (“Notes,” 2010).  

The most interesting aspect of the Lawyers’ Movement, however, was the 

involvement of urban professional and student groups formed as activists. Traditionally 

isolated – and in the case of students, having faced decades of state repression and 

consequent inactivity – these groups sought out each other and began to organize. Public 

sentiment during the early months of the Lawyers’ Movement was that there was at least 

one jurist willing to withstand government abuse (“Notes,” 2010). Ghazala Minallah 

explained how a protest group known simply as “Civil Society” grew out of a letter to a 

newspaper editor she had sent right before the Chief Justice was asked to resign (“Notes,” 

2010):  

“I wrote a letter to one of the newspapers very early on. In response to that letter I 

got quite a few emails...This dentist in Islamabad... gave me a phone call...and he 

said, “Okay great that you wrote this letter...Are we just going to sit at home and 

watch what happens next on the news?”...We mutually agreed that we’d send out 

SMS [text] messages to all our contacts, and tell them to forward it to everyone 

else, saying, “Let’s meet in front of the Supreme Court at a fixed time.” That was 

the beginning. It was amazing the turnout on that first day.”  
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While Chaudhry’s determination impressed the public, Musharraf’s efforts to 

repress the judiciary further encouraged people to support the lawyers. In November 

2007 the Pakistani Supreme Court was due to rule on the validity of Musharraf’s 

reelection as President when Musharraf suspended the Constitution and declared 

emergency rule (“Notes,” 2010; Malik, 2008). More than sixty superior court judges 

refused to take their oath under Musharraf’s Provisional Constitutional Order (PCO). 

Some were forced to leave office and others were placed under house arrest (“Notes,” 

2010).  

Around that time, many news channels were taken off air, public gatherings were 

banned, and thousands of lawyers and activists were arrested and beaten, including many 

movement leaders (“State of Human Rights in 2007,” 2008, Pp. 104-105, 114-118). 

Students, activists and human rights groups intensified protests and faced similar police 

crackdowns (“Carnage in Karachi,” 2007). After imposition of emergency rule, lawyers 

began to cooperate directly with opposition parties. Protests became larger and more 

diverse, and new protest groups emerged including secular urban elites as well as poorer 

and more religious Pakistanis (“Notes,” 2010).  

Faced with intense international pressure, Musharraf ended emergency rule in 

December 2007, but protests continued, eventually forcing him to resign as President in 

August 2008 (Witte, 2007; Shah, 2008). The new President Asif Ali Zardari delayed 

reinstating the judges. According to news sources and political scholars Zardari feared 

that Chaudhry would declare the National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO) 
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unconstitutional (“Notes,” 2010). The NRO was an executive order issued by Musharraf 

in 2007 giving Zardari and others immunity from corruption charges (“Survey of 

Pakistan Public Opinion,” 2008). By this time public opinion of Musharraf was so low 

that Zardari was able to delay Chaudhry’s reinstatement for some time, blaming the 

judicial crisis entirely on Musharraf’s administration (“Notes,” 2010). Public support for 

and opposition to Musharraf continues to play an important role in Pakistani political 

discourse and this is yet another reason why it is the subject of this study.  

Zardari’s popularity declined soon after he become president, partly because of 

his failure to reinstate Chaudhry, but also because of the country’s worsening economic 

performance. The country experienced inflation, soaring food prices, fuel shortages, and 

intensified violence in Pakistan’s northwest (IRI, 2008). The Lawyers’ Movement 

continued through the winter of 2008 but by this time it had also begun to lose 

momentum (Salahuddin, 2008).  

PAKISTANI MEDIA AND THE MILITARY 

Pakistani print media were created to promote the idea of Pakistan, which was 

seen as the best option for the Muslim minorities in British India and as a form of 

freedom from the Hindu majority. This self-defense culture still pervades the Pakistani 

social psyche owing to the politics that led to the birth of the country, the subsequent 

violence surrounding the partition of the subcontinent, and Pakistan’s defeat at the hands 

of India in three separate wars (Siraj, 2009). These events are also responsible for the 
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Pakistani military traditionally being viewed as one of the caretakers of Pakistan’s 

geographic, religious, and cultural identity.  

The emphasis on Islam in the country has also led to an alliance between religious 

leaders, the military, the civil bureaucracy, and Pakistan’s intelligence agencies (Siraj, 

2009). The complex relationship between these institutions guides and influences 

Pakistani media censorship, especially when these institutions restrict media freedoms for 

the supposed purpose of protecting the country’s boundaries or identity (Siraj, 2009). 

Historically, religious leaders have introduced blasphemy laws curbing freedom of 

expression; intelligence agencies have manipulated the media; and the civil bureaucracy 

have been used to control the media through the administration of media laws, licensing, 

and funding for ads (Siraj, 2009).  

The various military regimes in Pakistan have also tried on numerous occasions to 

control the media and have issued many laws guiding media censorship. The first time 

the military interfered with Pakistan’s media laws was when dictator Field Martial Ayub 

Khan promulgated the Press and Publication Ordinance (PPO) in 1962 (Jabbar & Isa, 

1997). The PPO allowed authorities to confiscate newspapers, close down news 

providers, and to arrest journalists. Under the authority of these laws, Khan nationalized 

much of the press and took control of the two largest news agencies leaving others in 

crisis and needing the government’s financial support (Jabbar & Isa, 1997). Pakistan 

Radio and TV were also established in the mid-1960s. However, these media 

organizations too were controlled by Khan’s regime (Jabbar & Isa, 1997).  
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Pakistan’s second military dictator General Zia-ul-Haq made further draconian 

additions to the PPO during the 1980s. During the Zia years publishers were liable for 

persecution if a story was not to the liking of the administration regardless of its 

factuality (Siddiqa, 2007). Such laws and regulations were routinely used to promote 

Zia’s policy of Islamization and also reflected the military-religious alliances at the time 

(Jabbar & Isa, 1997). Newspapers were monitored and undesired sections of articles 

censored. After Zia’s sudden death in 1988, Pakistani media tried to revise some of the 

military’s repressive laws through a Revised PPO (RPPO) (Jabbar & Isa, 1997). 

From 2002 onwards, Pakistan saw its third and most recent dictatorship under 

General Musharraf. Unlike previous dictatorships, the Musharraf years saw the early 

stages of Pakistan’s first privately owned Urdu as well as English language news 

channels, and development in Pakistani media, particularly electronic media (“Between 

radicalisation and democratisation,” 2009). Liberal media laws during Musharraf’s 

regime changed the state’s monopoly on electronic media. Television broadcasting and 

FM radio licenses were issued to private media outlets (“Between radicalisation,” 2009).  

The military’s motivation for allowing the liberalization of media licensing, 

however, was based on the assumption that Pakistani media could potentially be used to 

strengthen national security and to counter the threat from India. The cause for these 

shifting views was the military’s experience in two previous confrontations with India. 

The first was the Kargil War, a border skirmish between the Pakistani and Indian 

military, and the other was the hijacking of an Indian airliner by Pakistani based militants 
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(“Between radicalisation,” 2009). In both situations, the Pakistani military felt that it had 

lost the media war to India.  

Many of the new Pakistani TV channels became powerful private entities in 

Pakistan’s civil society, and the media’s unprecedented involvement in the country’s 

politics was the center of much debate and discourse. Despite military attempts to censor 

Pakistani electronic, print, and broadcast media, the extensive coverage of the Lawyers’ 

Movement for the reinstatement of Chief Justice Chaudhry arguably resulted in many 

Pakistanis mobilizing in favor of judicial freedom and democracy (“Between 

radicalisation,” 2009). The research reported here will examine the link between this 

coverage and public opinion regarding Musharraf. 

At the time of Pakistan’s independence from the British Empire in 1947 only four 

major newspapers existed in the country: Pakistan Times, Zamindar, Nawa-i-Waqt, and 

the Civil and Military Gazette (“Pakistan,” 2015). All four were Muslim owned and the 

nation soon saw a number of additional Muslim papers move to Pakistan. These included 

Dawn, which began publishing in Karachi in 1947; the Morning News; and the Urdu 

language dailies including Jang and Anjam (“Pakistan,” 2015). By the 2000s the number 

of newspapers and journals in Pakistan increased to over 1,500 (“Pakistan,” 2015).  

From 1994 to 1997, the total number of daily, and other publications in Pakistan 

increased from around 3,000 to almost 4,500, but dropped to fewer than 1,000 by 2003 

(“Newspapers and periodicals,” 2015). However, from 1994 to 2003 total print 

circulation increased dramatically, particularly for news dailies which increased from a 
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circulation of 3 million to 6.2 million (“Newspapers and periodicals,” 2015). Pakistani 

newspapers and magazines are published in eleven languages, most in Urdu and Sindhi, 

but there are numerous influential English language publications. Most print media are 

privately owned, but the government controls the Associated Press of Pakistan, one of the 

country’s largest news agencies (Paracha & Naghmana, 2012).  

The Jang Group is Pakistan’s largest media group and publishes the Urdu 

language Daily Jang, The News International, Mag Weekly, and Awam (“Newspapers and 

periodicals,” 2015). The Dawn Group of newspapers is the country’s second largest 

media group and its publications include the Star, Herald, and the newspaper Dawn 

(“Newspapers and periodicals,” 2015). The Nawa-i-Waqt Group, that also publishes the 

English daily The Nation, is the third largest media group in Pakistan with its namesake 

Urdu language daily being one of the most widely read in the country (“Newspapers and 

periodicals,” 2015).  

Though the government liberalized electronic media under General Musharraf’s 

leadership, it did so on its own terms and retained control and use of the media to 

strengthen what it defined as “national interest” (Jabbar & Isa, 1997). The Pakistani 

Television Corporation budget is also a testament to this. PTV still receives 70 percent of 

the budget while the rest is allocated to independent television stations that air in 

accordance with government policy (Jabbar & Isa, 1997). In the past, these allocations 

have also been withdrawn by the government in efforts to coerce private media 

companies’ editorial policies. 
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Out of all of Pakistan’s private channels, Geo TV, affiliated with the Jang Group 

of Newspapers, was the first to air in the early 2000s, and Geo News is Geo TV’s flagship 

(Siraj, 2009). The Urdu channel is the most popular private news channel and commands 

the largest viewer base. However, Geo TV is still cable based and has been repeatedly 

targeted by the state for its alleged misrepresentations of the establishment (Siraj, 2009). 

On more than one occasion The Jang Group – particularly Geo News and The News – has 

been subjected to bans and shut downs. When President Musharraf declared an 

emergency in late 2007, Geo TV was ordered to stop all live transmission. In March 2009, 

President Asif Ali Zardari once again barred The Jang Group from evening broadcasts in 

many Pakistani cities (“Between radicalisation,” 2009). This occurred just prior to 

Pakistani lawyers calling for a “Long March” to force the reinstatement of Chief Justice 

Chaudhry.  

Time and again, The Jang Group has been targeted for its coverage of the 

Lawyers’ Movement and for its criticism of the government. The controversy is the result 

of the company’s overall pro-democracy stance which the government, particularly 

during General Musharraf’s dictatorship, criticized for being politically biased (“Between 

radicalisation,” 2009). Though other channels have also been subjected to such media 

bans, The Jang Group remains a prominent symbol of private and state media policy 

tensions.  

The English language daily The News has been selected for this study in light of 

its print as well as online presence, for its representative role as the premiere English 
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language daily editorial voice of The Jang Group and its considerable media influence 

and dominance in Pakistan, and due to the media group’s role in the Lawyers’ 

Movement.  

This dissertation will focus on second-level attribute agenda-setting and social 

movement theory in its exploration of Pakistani media influence on the public. 

Comparing Musharraf’s positive and negative representation in Pakistani media to public 

opinion in polls conducted during the Lawyers’ Movement will most effectively allow 

this study to test media agenda-setting influence on the Pakistani public.  

Second-level agenda setting, focuses primarily on the salience of attributes – in 

this case positive, negative, neutral representation – of the objects (Musharraf) in a study 

(King, 1997; McCombs, Lopez-Escobar & Llamas, 2000). This means that attributes 

emphasized in the media affect how the public thinks about those attributes, public 

figure, or other object and forms its opinions (Shaw, 1999; Kim & McCombs, 2007). 

Therefore, attribute agenda-setting is not only the most appropriate theory for this study, 

but this is also the only second level agenda-setting study on Pakistani media’s influence 

on the country’s first ever dictatorial resignation.  

Pakistan’s changing media landscape since Musharraf’s resignation also raises 

questions about the country’s media future. In Comparing Media Systems: Three Models 

of Media and Politics, authors Daniel C. Hallin and Paolo Mancini offer three media 

models based on a theoretical comparative analysis of media systems in 18 different 

countries (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). Though the authors based these models on a 
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theoretical, empirical analysis of western media systems across Europe and the United 

States, their work highlights some important markers of media-political relationships that 

can also be applied to Pakistan and the study here.  

The dimension of media organization Hallin and Mancini use to describe 

Mediterranean media in countries such as Greece and Spain is a polarized, pluralist 

model (Hallin & Mancini, 2004, Pp. 59-61). The media sphere in these countries is 

characterized by low political consensus; challenged legitimacy of political systems; high 

state intervention in media function; and high clientelism or alliances between potentially 

partisan media organizations and individual actors such as journalists, and political 

parties and organizations (Hallin & Mancini, 2004, Pp. 59-61).  

Many of the socio-political and media networks and markers in the polarized 

pluralist model can also be seen in Pakistan at the time of the Lawyers’ Movement. 

Hallin and Mancini also suggest that many media systems only make sense as mixed 

cases resulting from individual histories, economies, and laws (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). 

In fact, following their initial theoretical framework the authors extended their analyses 

to countries including Israel, Poland, Brazil, South Africa, Russia, and China (Hallin & 

Mancini, 2011).  

Studies such as the one in this dissertation can help situate Pakistani media in the 

currently connected and constantly shifting global social-media relations. Pakistani 

media, public opinion, and social activism during the Lawyers’ Movement could provide 

useful commentary on the future of the country’s media/democratic landscape. Some of 
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the media models and trends theorized and predicted in traditional media models such as 

the ones mentioned here may not readily or directly apply to developing countries. In 

Brazil’s politically active society news media may appear a strong political agent as did 

news media during the Lawyers’ Movement in Pakistan (Albuquerque, 2011).  

In addition, Asian countries like China and Thailand – as well as Pakistan – that 

have weak democracies, coupled with newly globalizing media sensibilities and 

technologies may exhibit new forms of hybridized journalistic professionalism or state-

media relationships that do not easily fall into a completely liberal or completely 

polarized pluralistic framework (Zhao, 2011; McCargo, 2011). Instead, they may give 

rise to a new socio-media sphere that is affected by, and could in turn influence, 

traditional party politics, clientelism, inequalities, rural-urban divides, and media-state 

interactions (Hallin & Mancini, 2011).  

If the findings of the study show Pakistani media did have an agenda-setting 

effect on public opinion during the Lawyers’ Movement, the period studied would imply 

a shift from more traditional pluralistic media to more democratic media for the country. 

Pakistan still exhibits ongoing struggles between media democracy and state intervention 

as does China (Zhao, 2011). However, globalization, privatization, and mobilization of 

newer media – represented here by The Jang Group and The News – and the 

incorporation of new technologies could potentially shift the current balance of power 

and allow Pakistani media greater influence over public opinion than at any other time in 

the country’s history.  
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The initial portion of this study will use a content analysis to examine the extent 

to which news coverage of General Musharraf during the Lawyers’ Movement had an 

effect on public opinion regarding Musharraf. The language of the news stories used in 

the content analysis will then be examined to determine if and how Pakistani news media 

played a role in the cognitive liberation of the Pakistani public leading to a shared belief 

in the success of the Lawyers’ Movement. 



25 

 

Chapter 2: Literature Review & Theory  

RESEARCH GOALS 

A deeper analysis of General Pervez Musharraf’s media representation during the 

2007-08 Lawyers’ Movement in Pakistan will shed light on the evolving and crucial role 

of Pakistani media within the context of the most significant social movement in 

Pakistan’s recent history. Specifically, this dissertation aims to explore the role of the 

English-language daily The News during the 2007-2008 Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement 

that eventually resulted in the resignation of President General Musharraf and the 

reinstatement of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry.  

The study will use agenda-setting theory (McCombs and Shaw, 1972; McCombs, 

2014) to assess the second-level attribute agenda-setting effects of The News on public 

opinion by conducting a content analysis of news stories and comparing the results of the 

content analysis with Pakistani public opinion polls taken from the globally recognized 

polling organization International Republican Institute. In addition, social movement 

theory will also be used to explore the complex events and institutional conditions 

surrounding the Lawyers’ Movement – particularly the role of the Pakistani media at the 

time – that lead to General Musharraf’s resignation. Social movement theory will guide a 

qualitative review of the news coverage.  

At the time of the Lawyers’ Movement, the Pakistani public arguably already had 

significant grievances against General Musharraf. So why did it take the Lawyer’s 
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Movement to end Musharraf’s dictatorship? The goal of the study is to analyze the extent 

to which private media companies, particularly The Jang Group’s newspaper The News, 

took an anti-Musharraf stance in its daily news coverage and catalyzed the Lawyers’ 

Movement protests. In particular, the goal is to examine the extent to which this coverage 

had an attribute agenda-setting effect on the Pakistani public.  

 

THEORETICAL ASPECTS: ATTRIBUTE AGENDA-SETTING  

The Chapel Hill study was the first to empirically demonstrate the media’s 

agenda-setting effects, namely, that the importance or salience of issues in the media 

increases the importance or salience of these same issues among the public (McCombs & 

Shaw, 1972). Hundreds of subsequent agenda-setting studies have expanded our 

understanding of how media raise the importance of issues and other elements in the 

public’s mind, in other words the ability of news media to transfer the salience of objects 

and other elements in a communication text to the public, so that the media agenda 

becomes in large measure the public’s agenda.  

While first-level agenda-setting deals with the transfer of object salience, 

subsequent research introduced second-level agenda setting, which focuses on the 

salience of the attributes of these objects. As shown in Diagram 1, each of the objects on 

the first-level agenda has numerous attributes, characteristics, and properties that fill out 

the picture of the object. The attributes of each object vary in salience just as in the case 

of the objects themselves, and, most importantly, vary in their affective tone. Therefore, 
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attribute agenda-setting expands the analysis from an issue or other objects to the 

attributes of that object (McCombs, 2004, p. 71).  

The 1976 U.S. presidential election offered two early examples of the media’s 

second-level agenda-setting effects. While Republicans had their incumbent in Gerald 

Ford, the Democrats had eleven presidential candidates vying for the nomination during 

the primaries. Becker & McCombs (1978) found significant evidence of media influence 

on the public agenda by comparing the description of the eleven candidates by upstate 

New York Democrats with the attribute agendas in news media sketches of these eleven 

candidates. Their results showed significant correlations between the news attribute 

agenda and the voter attribute agenda. During the subsequent presidential election, a 

panel study found significant attribute agenda-setting effects on Chicago voters of the 

Chicago Tribune coverage of the incumbent Gerald Ford and his Democrat challenger 

Jimmy Carter (Weaver et al., 1981).   
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Diagram 1: First- and second-level agenda-setting 

 

  MEDIA AGENDA       PUBLIC AGENDA 

 

            Transfer of salience 

 

  Objects   Salience of objects 

 

  First-level effects: traditional agenda-setting 

 

         Attributes   Salience of attributes 

 

  Second-level effects: attribute agenda-setting 

 

 

Attribute agenda-setting hypothesizes that attributes emphasized in the media 

become salient among audience members (King, 1997; McCombs, Lopez-Escobar & 

Llamas, 2000). This in turn implies that attributes emphasized in the media will affect 

how the public thinks about those attributes of an issue, public figure or other object and 

forms its opinions (Shaw, 1999; Kim & McCombs, 2007). This is essentially what this 

study is trying to determine as well: the attribute agenda-setting effects of a prominent 

and powerful private Pakistani news enterprise on public opinion. This study is the first 

to examine attribute agenda-setting in the cultural and political setting of Pakistan. If the 

results of the study show that Pakistani media did indeed have an agenda-setting effect on 

public opinion during the Lawyers’ Movement, they will confirm this time period as the 

first time in Pakistan’s history that the media were able to function independently of the 

administration.  
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Affective Attributes 

The attributes of an object have two dimensions, a cognitive dimension and an 

affective dimension. The cognitive dimension encompasses the substantive details of the 

object. In the case of an individual, these cognitive attributes can range from factual 

biographical details to abstract traits. Psychologists define affect as “all emotions, moods, 

feelings, and drives” (Coleman & Wu, 2010). However, attribute agenda-setting 

researchers typically define affect as the tone used by the media in describing an object, 

namely positive, negative and neutral. (Sheafer, 2007; Wu & Coleman, 2009). Since the 

research here will explore the tone used by Pakistani media in describing General Pervez 

Musharraf, the study will focus on the affective dimension of agenda setting, particularly 

on negative attributes in news coverage and the consequent effects on public opinion. 

Second-level agenda-setting studies find the media can influence candidates’ 

affective attributes and, in turn, opinions about the candidates. Golan & Wanta (2001) 

analyzed newspaper articles about U.S. candidates in January 2000, and coded for four 

variables: candidate issues (taxes, campaign reform, campaign analysis, foreign policy, 

moral issues, education, candidate’s past, and race); the presentation of the issue as 

positive, negative, or neutral; candidate attributes (trust, reformer, leadership, patriotism, 

compassion, electability/winner, on the attack, has a plan/vision, and vagueness); and the 

tone of the attribute as positive, negative, or neutral. These data were compared to Gallup 

poll responses revealing that the characteristics most linked to George Bush were 

electability/winner, on the attack, has a plan/vision, trustworthiness, leadership, and 

vagueness (Golan & Wanta, 2001). The most common attributes linked to John McCain 
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were electability/winner, vision, trust, reformer, leadership, patriotism, and compassion. 

McCain was viewed more positively overall, with the attributes reformer, patriotism, 

leadership, and compassion framed very positively (Golan & Wanta, 2001, p. 5).  

Affective attributes used in the media are significant because they may bring 

audiences to have particular emotional responses and opinions regarding the specific 

objects of attention (Sheafer, 2007). That is, certain attributes of an object can function as 

compelling arguments for their salience (McCombs, 2004, p. 92). Compelling arguments 

are frames, or certain ways of organizing the picture of objects in a way that has high 

resonance with the public (McCombs, 2004, p. 92).  

Research examining affective attribute salience in terms of valence or a positive, 

negative, or neutral tone increasingly supports the notion that negative information or 

representation has a greater overall agenda setting effect than positive information. Hester 

& Gibson (2003) found that economic news was framed negatively more often than it 

was framed positively, and that negative coverage could significantly predict news 

consumers’ economic expectations  

Kiousis (2004) suggested in his research that the more prominent a subject is in 

the media agenda, the more public opinion may be directly correlated to the media’s 

affective portrayals of that subject. This implies that first level agenda setting (coverage 

frequency) combined with second level agenda setting (relative negativity of coverage) 

could prove more potent than the first level alone.  
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In their research about the effects of visual information on affective framing of 

political candidates, Coleman and Banning (2006) found that viewers who watched more 

network television coverage were likely to reflect media portrayals of political 

candidates. Wanta et al. (2004) researched both first and second level agenda setting in 

their study. They tested whether more positive or negative coverage of different foreign 

nations would have an effect on public opinion regarding how important the respective 

nations were to United States’ interests. This affective attribute agenda setting study 

found a correlation between negative news coverage and increasing negative public 

attitudes, but not in a similar correlation between positive coverage and positive attitudes.  

Since then, other studies have explored the importance of negative media 

representation and its effects on public opinion. More and more data suggest that negative 

emotions have a more powerful agenda setting effect than positive emotions (Coleman & 

Wu, 2010; Ragas & Kiousis, 2010; Wu & Coleman, 2009). For instance, Wu and 

Coleman (2009) found a significant association between media coverage of 2004 

presidential candidate John Kerry’s negative attributes and public opinion regarding 

Kerry, while the correlation between positive information and public perception was not 

significant. This may be because “emotions are critical in getting people to pay attention 

to politics, and because people use emotions, particularly negative ones, to think deeply 

about their political views” (Wu & Coleman, 2009, p.775). This means that negative 

candidate attributes may have a stronger agenda-setting effect than attributes described 

positively (Wu & Coleman, 2009). 



32 

 

To study these questions further, Wu and Coleman (2009) conducted a content 

analysis of newspapers and news programs in two major Southern cities from Labor Day 

2004 to Election Day 2004. The articles and programs were coded according to several 

categories of attributes mentioned frequently in second-level agenda-setting literature and 

in the news: appearance; leadership and charisma; integrity; qualification for office; 

consistency on issues; knowledge; intelligence; speaking ability; and care and 

compassion. The data coded as positive or negative were compared to poll data. The 

study found that second-level agenda setting effects were stronger for presidential 

candidate John Kerry, possibly due to the public’s need for orientation, and that second-

level agenda-setting effects were stronger than first-level agenda-setting effects.  

In this affective attribute agenda setting study of the Lawyers’ Movement, 

General Musharraf is the primary object of attention with secondary attention to Chief 

Justice Chaudhry and the judiciary in general, and the content analysis of media coverage 

will focus on the tone of their depictions in The News coverage. As noted, an affective 

attribute is more commonly referred to as the tone of an attribute, which may be positive, 

negative, or neutral (Kim, Han, & Scheufele, 2010). This study explores the tone of the 

news coverage of General Musharraf and, secondarily, Chief Justice Chaudhry and the 

judiciary in general and their agenda-setting effects on the Pakistani public.  

When the media’s attribute agenda and public’s attribute agenda include both 

affective tone and substantive attributes, the pictures of news objects can then convey 

strong public emotions or opinions (McCombs, 2004, p. 120). Diagram 2 shows how the 
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strength of the opinions also differentiates between weakly held and strongly held 

opinions in relation to the direction of those opinions – whether they are positive or 

negative. These links between object and attribute salience shed light on priming, the link 

between object salience on the public agenda and the direction of opinion. In short, there 

is evidence that media and public object and attribute salience combined with the strength 

and direction of opinion prime audiences into thinking in certain ways (McCombs, 2004, 

p. 121).     
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Diagram 2: Consequences of first- and second-level agenda-setting 

 

 

 MEDIA AGENDA    PUBLIC AGENDA 

 

   Object salience       Object salience 

 

 

 

        Forming an opinion 

 

 

        Strength of opinion 

           Priming 

 

 

                 Behavior 

 

 

        Direction of opinion 

 

 

 Attribute salience     Attribute salience Attribute priming 

 

 

 

 

In News that Matters Shanto Iyengar and Donald Kinder (1987) explain that by 

calling attention to certain matters while ignoring others, “television news [as well as the 

other news media] influences the standards by which governments, presidents, policies, 

and candidates for public office are judged.” One study compared two groups of 

audiences, those exposed to television news coverage emphasizing one or more given 
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issues ranging from defense and arms control to unemployment versus those seeing news 

coverage with no specific issue emphasis (Iyengar & Kinder, 1987, pp. 7-11). For the 

group exposed to news coverage on one or more of the emphasized issues, the issues 

receiving heavy coverage influenced overall opinion regarding presidential performance 

(Iyengar & Kinder, 1987, pp. 7-11). Later experiments also showed that when the degree 

of presidential responsibility for a given issue was manipulated, “the impact of problem 

performance was greater when the news stories emphasized presidential responsibility” 

(McCombs, 2004, p. 123). 

Although the primary focus of this research is on General Musharraf and how 

news coverage of the general impacted public opinion, it is also important to examine the 

evaluative tone of the coverage of Chief Justice Chaudhry and the judiciary in general in 

juxtaposition to public opinion about the general. In other words, it is important to 

consider the mix of evaluative tone found in the news environment (Zaller, 1992; 

Sheafer, 2007). Here the news environment is defined in terms of General Musharraf and 

two major opponents, Chief Justice Chaudhry and the judiciary in general. The news 

coverage of Musharraf and the public response to this coverage does not exist in a 

vacuum. In particular, it is important to examine public opinion regarding Musharraf in 

the context of news coverage about other central actors in these events and trends, 

Chaudry and the judiciary in general. In other words, a gestalt perspective on the news 

coverage of those months is needed:  

By a gestalt, we mean the collective mix of major public issues and news topics 

presented by the news media to the public. This gestalt perspective also describes 
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what members of the public experience and absorb as they are exposed to the 

media agenda. The resulting gestalt for members of the public is described by 

Lippmann (1922) as “the pictures in our heads”. (Vu, Lei & McCombs, 2014, 

p.672). 

International attribute agenda-setting studies are few and far between. It is 

precisely to expand the international agenda-setting literature that this study looks at a 

Pakistani newspaper’s affective representation effects on public opinion in the case of 

General Musharraf during the Lawyers’ Movement. Given that Pakistan’s history, 

society, and media are vastly different from the U.S., and even most European countries, 

the findings of such an agenda-setting study could potentially further attribute agenda-

setting theory. For one thing, the results would be a commentary on Pakistani institutions 

showing whether or not the Movement marked the period during which the country’s 

media was able to effectively break from its historic administrative control and 

censorship. Such a study could also set a baseline for agenda-setting studies of other 

Pakistani political figures and issues. These analyses would further agenda-setting 

theory’s predictive role in media function in non-western media models. Pakistani 

media’s agenda-setting effects could then also be tested to see whether or not the results 

are consistent for other issues including the economy, elections, taxes, and land reform.  

  



37 

 

HYPOTHESES 

This study tests three hypotheses grounded in attribute agenda-setting theory 

about the consequences of media coverage for public opinion. The first hypothesis to be 

tested examines the direct influence of media coverage on public opinion:  

H1: The negative tone of the news coverage of General Musharraf highlighted by 

The News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced a rising trend of negative 

public opinion about Musharraf.  

 

H1a. The trend in negative news coverage of General Musharraf parallels the 

trend in negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 

 

H1b. The trend in negative news coverage of General Musharraf leads the trend in 

negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 

H1a is focused on the simultaneous comparison of news coverage and public 

opinion while H1b is focused on news coverage as a predictor of subsequent public 

opinion. 

The second and third hypotheses examine the impact of news coverage of 

Musharraf’s two opponents in the political arena on public opinion of the general. These 

hypotheses also focus on both simultaneous comparisons as well as on news coverage as 

a predictor of subsequent public opinion:  

H2: The positive tone of the news coverage of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry highlighted by The News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced a 

rising trend of negative public opinion about Musharraf.  

 

H2a. The trend in positive news coverage of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry parallels the trend in negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 

 

H2b. The trend in positive news coverage of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry leads the trend in negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 
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H3: The positive tone of the news coverage of the judiciary highlighted by The 

News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced a rising trend of negative public 

opinion about Musharraf. 

 

H3a. The trend in positive news coverage of the judiciary parallels the trend in 

negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 

 

H3b. The trend in positive news coverage of the judiciary leads the trend in 

negative public opinion during 2007-2008. 

 

THEORETICAL ASPECTS: SOCIAL MOVEMENT THEORY 

Over the last century social scientists have studied and devised theories regarding 

various aspects of group mobilization. These ideas are categorized broadly under the 

umbrella of social movement theory. Explanations of movements examine not only the 

contentious circumstances under which movements occur, but also the factors leading up 

to and responsible for shaping the movements in question. Culture, economy, politics, 

and society are all taken into consideration in these analyses.  

This section outlines some of the more prominent strains of social movement 

theory since a combination of political opportunities, resource mobilization, and 

emotional factors will be considered in the analysis of the Pakistani media’s agenda-

setting effect on public opinion with regard to General Musharraf during the Lawyers’ 

Movement. This section will also use social movement theory mentioned here in context 

of the events of the Lawyers’ Movement before listing the qualitative research questions.  
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Resource Mobilization 

One of the most popular and often cited social movement theories is resource 

mobilization. As the name suggests, the theory posits the most important aspect of 

movements is that they require organizations and that these organizations acquire and use 

resources to achieve well defined goals (McCarthy & Zald, 1977). These resources can 

be material (money or physical capital); moral (solidarity, support); social-organizational 

(strategies, networks, recruitment); human (leaders, volunteers); and cultural 

(context/understanding of issue, prior activism experience) (Edwards & McCarthy, 

2004). Even within resource mobilization, however, there are two theoretical camps, one 

relying more on a classic entrepreneurial/economic basis of resource mobilization, and 

the other focusing more on political struggle as the primary factor in the use of resources 

for and during social movements (McCarthy & Zald, 1977; Tilly, 2004, McAdam, 1982).  

Several independent media groups were targeted by the administration during the 

course of the Lawyers’ Movement. As a result of these pressures, some media 

organizations such as GEO TV soon joined the Lawyers’ cause. The Internet and mobile 

phones were also used by movement supporters and protestors, in turn allowing them to 

mobilize even more citizens in response to the judicial crisis. Classic resource 

mobilization treats the media as an institution separate from resources mobilized within 

social movements. However, this study treats news media, in particular The News, as a 

resource mobilized within the movement, and not just as a part of the institution of media 

as a whole.  
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At the time of the Lawyers’ Movement, opposition groups already had significant 

grievances, resources that could be mobilized, and political opportunities to oust General 

Musharraf. Particularly, anti-U.S. sentiment in the country was high. So why did it take 

the Lawyers’ Movement to actually force the General out of power? This dissertation 

explores whether or not Pakistani media, particularly the Jang/GEO Media Group, had an 

agenda setting effect on public opinion regarding General Musharraf such that it played a 

significant role in seeing the resignation of a dictator for the first time in the country’s 

history. It also looks at whether this media representation contributed significantly to the 

cognitive liberation or shared belief of Pakistanis in their ability to effect social and 

political change. This strain of social movement theory evolved as part of the Political 

Process Model that also incorporated some aspects of classic Resource Mobilization 

Theory (McAdam, 1982). 

 

Political Opportunity/Process 

Political process theory is probably the most intuitive of the social movement 

theories. According to this theory, movements succeed or fail owing to an availability or 

lack of political opportunities (McAdam, 1982). It is political climate that dictates 

movement activity and this climate may help or hinder social movements (McAdam, 

1982). The political climate may also allow structural support (legally or otherwise) to 

potential activists or movements (McAdam, 1982). Political opportunities can be utilized 

through political structures or concessions, through movement participation, or through 
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the organizational foundation of social movements (Meyer, 2004). Political opportunities 

for movement participants include increased access to political decision making, conflict 

or instability within ruling elite alignments, alliances with elites/decision makers, and the 

inability of the state to repress dissent (Meyer & Minkoff, 2004).  

Prior to Doug McAdam’s Political Process Model, however, Neil Smelser 

explained the idea of a value-added or structural strain theory (1962). Elements of 

Smelser’s work contributed to more recent social movement theories, particularly to the 

Political Process Model that is used to analyze cognitive liberation in this study 

(McAdam, 1999). Some of these underlying structural and social changes in the course of 

the Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement will be analyzed in terms of both structural strains and 

political processes as developed by Smelser and critiqued and furthered by McAdam.  

According to Smelser, six conditions were necessary for collective behavior, and 

social movements evolved through these stages beginning with structural conduciveness 

or people’s belief in a social problem or ill (1962). The next stage is structural strain in 

which people actually experience deprivation because of the recognized problem 

(Smelser, 1962). The third stage sees the growth and spread of a solution; while the 

fourth stage is marked by precipitating factors or catalysts needed to turn discontent into 

social movement (Smelser, 1962). The fifth stage is marked by a relative lack of social 

control in the absence of which it would be difficult for a movement to actually occur 

(Smelser, 1962). Mobilization is the final stage in Smelser’s conceptualization, and it is 
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only during this period that activists and movement supporters are able to achieve some 

or all of their goals (1962).  

Some of these underlying structural and social changes, particularly the role of the 

Pakistani media – will be discussed in the context of the Lawyers’ Movement to show 

how they relate to mobilization and the Political Process Model, as well to set the stage 

for the analysis of Pakistani media and public opinion in the qualitative analysis of The 

News reportage. In other words, if Pakistani media were mobilized during the Lawyers’ 

Movement, the shift in their institutional influence could be the primary contributor to 

Pakistani media’s agenda-setting effect on public opinion regarding General Musharraf.  

 

Cognitive Liberation 

After structural strain the Political Process Model introduced the concept of 

“cognitive liberation” in its explanation of the convergence of structural factors and 

social-psychological variables in the collective action (McAdam, 1982). ). For the 

successful mobilization of a movement, the model requires the presence of political 

opportunities, strong indigenous organizations to mobilize resources, and the emergence 

of a social-psychological state of “cognitive liberation” among the public (McAdam, 

1982).  

For cognitive liberation to be effective, three stages of shifting consciousness 

must occur among collective actors: “first, individuals no longer perceive the system as 
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legitimate or just; second, those who once saw the system as inevitable begin to demand 

change; and third, those who normally considered themselves powerless come to believe 

that they can alter their lot in life” (Piven and Cloward 1977, pp. 3-4). Movement can 

only occur once those who have been wronged by the status quo collectively experience 

cognitive liberation. Those who experience all three stages are cognitively liberated and 

are able to access political opportunities and mobilize resources to affect change 

(McAdam 1982, p. 51).  

Cognitive liberation is an important contribution to social movement theory which 

has traditionally focused primarily on structural approaches to collective action. 

However, while there is research on what people believe, there is still a dearth of 

literature on how people’s beliefs are changed. This gap in explaining the factors that 

influence people’s beliefs is at the core of this research. Specifically, this study tests the 

Pakistani media’s agenda-setting influence and the extent to which it enabled cognitive 

liberation such that General Musharraf, a dictator propped up by a foreign power, could 

nonetheless be removed through domestic forces:  

RQ: Did the language of The News coverage of General Pervez Musharraf, 

Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary during the Lawyers’ Movement 

reflect the timeline of the three stages of shifting consciousness that must occur 

for ‘cognitive liberation’ among collective actors?  
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Chapter 3: Methodology  

This is a second level agenda-setting study incorporating the idea of affective 

attributes. In this study the primary object of attention on the news agenda of the 

Pakistani English language daily newspaper The News is Pervez Musharraf. Secondary 

objects of attention are Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and the Pakistani judiciary, who 

were selected to provide a comparison to General Musharraf’s representation in the news 

during 2007-08.  

The News was chosen because of its wide circulation and reputation. It is the 

English language daily of the Jang Media Group – Pakistan’s overall most powerful and 

widely circulated private news media organization. The News was selected here not only 

as an English language online representative of the Jang Media Group, but also because 

the group’s GEO News was one of the first channels to begin actively advocating for 

Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry’s restoration as Chief Justice of Pakistan, making The 

News the most suitable English language newspaper for this study with both print and 

online versions available to the Pakistani public.  

The news stories for the content analysis were collected from the online edition of 

The News over seven time periods. All stories related to General Musharraf, Iftikhar 

Chaudhry or the Lawyers’ Movement were included. This was done by including any 

story with the words “Musharraf”, “military” “Lawyers’ Movement”, “long march”, 

“Chief Justice”, “Iftikhar Chaudhry”, “Supreme Court”, “judge/s”, and “judiciary” in its 
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headline, and also by checking the lead of each story to ensure that all stories relevant to 

the Lawyers’ Movement were included. This search resulted in a total of 318 stories. 

The seven time periods selected for the content analysis correspond to the time 

periods of the seven International Republican Institute Pakistan public opinion polls 

available for secondary analysis in this research. These time periods and their major 

events are shown in Diagram 3. The first content analysis period is February 12 to March 

7, 2007 – a period just prior to the events leading to the Lawyers’ Movement. The second 

period is June 13 to July 3, 2007 – the period immediately prior to the restoration of 

Chaudhry as Chief Justice for the first time in July 2007. The third period is August 29 to 

September 13, 2007 – a time just after Musharraf’s announcement that he would resign as 

Army Chief. The fourth period is November 19 to November 28, 2007 – the period right 

up until General Musharraf’s resignation as Army chief, one of the two offices he was 

holding at the time. The fifth period is January 19 to January 29, 2008 – the period just 

after Benazir Bhutto’s assassination and Musharraf’s subsequent electoral defeat. The 

sixth period is June 1 to June 15, 2008 – Musharraf’s last days as president before his 

August 2008 resignation. And the last period is October 15 to October 30, 2008 – the 

period just after Asif Ali Zardari was elected President of Pakistan. This last period was 

also the time during which a new President of the Supreme Court Bar Association was 

elected – an action that renewed the struggle for the restoration of the judiciary. The first 

and last time periods also serve as important comparisons in measuring public and media 

attitudes towards Musharraf both prior to the Lawyers’ Movement as well as after his 

service as both Chief of Army Staff and President of Pakistan.   
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Diagram 3: The seven IRI Pakistan Public Opinion Polls used in the study 

Time Period             

One 

Time Period      

Two 

Time Period        

Three 

Time Period      

Four 

Time Period      

Five 

Time Period     

Six 

Time Period       

Seven 

February 12                

-                         

March 7                

2007 

June 13                      

-                           

July 3                  

2007 

August 29                          

-                          

September 13              

2007 

November 19                         

-                                

November 28                   

2007 

January 19                    

-                            

January 29              

2008 

June 1                   

-                       

June 15          

2008 

October 15                        

-                            

October 30               

2008 

Just prior to the 

Lawyers’ 
Movement 

Just prior to the 
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Chaudhry as 
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Just after 

Musharraf’s 
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that he would 
resign as Army 

Chief 

Just prior to 

Musharraf’s 

resignation from 
office of Army 

Chief 

Just after Benazir 

Bhutto’s 

assassination and 
Musharraf’s 

electoral defeat 

Just prior to 

Musharraf's 

resignation from 
office of 

President 

Just after Asif 

Zardari was 

elected Pakistan’s 
President 

 

The International Republican Institute provides the following polling information for the in-person, in-home surveys conducted during these time periods:  

Time period 1: February 12 – March 07, 2007. The randomly selected sample consists of 3,997 adult men and women from nearly 256 villages and 144 urban 

locations from 65 districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed +1.58 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 2: June 13 – July 03, 2007. The randomly selected sample consists of 4,000 adult men and women from 256 rural and 144 urban locations from 60 

districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed +1.58 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 3: August 29 – September 13, 2007. The randomly selected sample consists of 4,009 adult men and women from 256 rural and 144 urban locations 

in 60 districts in all four provinces of Pakistan.  The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed +1.58 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 4: November 19 – November 28, 2007. The randomly selected sample consists of 3,520 adult men and women from 223 rural and 127 urban 

locations in 51 districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed +1.69 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 5: January 19 – January 29, 2008. The randomly selected sample consists of 3,485 adult men and women from 223 rural and 127 urban locations in 
50 districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed ± 1.69 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 6: June 01 – June 15, 2008. The randomly selected sample consists of 3,484 adult men and women from 223 rural and 127 urban locations in 50 

districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed ± 1.66 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 

Time period 7: October 15 – October 30, 2008. The randomly selected sample consists of 3,500 adult men and women from 223 rural and 127 urban locations in 

50 districts in all four provinces of Pakistan. The margin of error for the national sample will not exceed ± 1.66 percent in 19 out of 20 cases. 
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The findings from the content analysis will be compared with the findings in the 

seven Surveys of Pakistan Public Opinion conducted during 2007-08 by the International 

Republican Institute. Table 7 in the Appendix shows the total of 318 stories that were 

collected from the online edition of The News over the seven time periods identical to the 

time periods during which the seven IRI Pakistan Public Opinion Polls were conducted.  

Four closed-end questions are available from these surveys for secondary 

analysis. Table 8 in the Appendix shows the IRI’s public opinion poll data regarding the 

four questions that directly measured trends in how Pakistanis viewed Musharraf over six 

of the seven time periods analyzed. The questions are:  

“Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

  [Closed-ended responses: Approve / Disapprove] 

 “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

  [Closed-end responses: Yes / No] 

“Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

  [Closed-end responses: Musharraf and 16 other Pakistani politicians]  

“The army should have no role in civilian government.”  

  [Closed-end responses: Yes / No] 

In the news coverage of the Lawyers’ Movement, this study will code in terms of 

language or phrases that showed Musharraf, the judiciary, and Chaudhry in a positive, 

negative, or neutral light. For instance, a story that mentions Musharraf’s policies in 

terms of his “bold and realistic approach” will be coded as positive (“Musharraf denies 

foreign forces operate from Pakistan,” 2007). A story that criticizes Musharraf’s actions 

or policies as “harsh measures” or as “doomed” will be coded as negative for Musharraf 

(“Deposed CJ kept at home: judge,” 2007). Other stories that report Musharraf’s 
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participation or quotes in international conferences, and other routine administrative 

matters such as petitions and paperwork will be coded as neutral (“Musharraf, Kayani 

meet again,” 2008). The same coding method will apply to stories mentioning Chaudhry 

and the judiciary. Any story that mentions Chaudhry as a champion or hero of the 

Lawyers’ Movement who “fought for the Constitution”; or any story that mentions the 

lawyers’/judicial struggle as necessary to or in “the best interests of the people” of 

Pakistan will be coded as positive for Chaudhry and the judiciary, respectively (“Most 

PPP MNAs want to join long march,” 2008; “Iftikhar rules out compromise on judges 

issue,” 2008). Similarly, stories that criticize Chaudhry or the judiciary’s actions as 

detrimental to Pakistan’s political interests will be coded as negative for Chaudhry and 

the judiciary (“Chief justice digs in his heels,” 2007). Stories mentioning Chaudhry and 

the judiciary in reference to routine judicial proceedings or rulings unrelated to the 

Lawyers’ Movement will be coded as neutral (“Supreme Court summons SJC record,” 

2007). Further, the same story may also have multiple representations. For instance, a 

story could represent Musharraf in a positive tone while simultaneously representing 

Chaudhry in a negative tone (“An unforgettable day that created new heroes,” 2008).  

In this research, media attribute salience in the form of positive, negative, and 

neutral coverage of Musharraf, Chaudhry, and the judiciary in The News over the span of 

the 2007-08 Lawyers’ Movement will be compared to the public’s evaluations and 

opinions about Musharraf in polls from 2007-08 to determine the existence of agenda-

setting effects. Elements of social movement theory also will be used to explain the 
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Pakistani Lawyer’s Movement in relation to this attribute agenda-setting study of General 

Musharraf’s affective attributes. 

The language of The News coverage of General Musharraf during The Lawyers’ 

Movement will inform the qualitative analysis portion of this dissertation. Qualitative 

content analysis has been defined as:  

a research method for the subjective interpretation of the content of text data 

through the systematic classification process of coding and identifying themes or 

patterns (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005, p.1278); and as 

any qualitative data reduction and sense-making effort that takes a volume of 

qualitative material and attempts to identify core consistencies and meanings 

(Patton, 2002, p.453).  

This means that qualitative analysis focuses on an integrated view of content/text 

to provide specific context (Smith, 1975). Qualitative content analysis looks for themes, 

patterns, and ideas that may be manifest or latent within given text and allows content to 

be understood within broader subjective social realities. (Weber, 1990).  

In other words, the quantitative attribute agenda-setting content analysis will deal 

with numbers that can be tested using statistical methods, while the qualitative portion of 

this study will focus on descriptions or latent themes within The News content to explore 

how the language of news stories constructed and reflected its surrounding social world. 

The goal of the qualitative analysis is not to conduct an expanded discursive textual study 

using testable coding categories, but rather to focus on one broad theme and four aspects 

of that same theme in The News language that speak directly to the shifting stages of 

cognitive liberation among the public during the Lawyers’ Movement.  
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Specifically, the RQ in the qualitative analysis asks if the language of The News 

coverage of General Pervez Musharraf, Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary 

during the Lawyers’ Movement reflected the timeline of the three stages of shifting 

consciousness that must occur for ‘cognitive liberation’ among collective actors. These 

three stages are: perception of the current system as unjust; a demand for change; and 

belief in the possibility of a shift in status quo. The qualitative analysis will also look at 

whether the language of The News reportage of General Pervez Musharraf, Iftikhar 

Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary during the Lawyers’ Movement reflected the 

various stages of cognitive liberation as public opinion turned against General Musharraf.  

In this study, the qualitative analysis focuses on the theme of support for or 

opposition to Musharraf, Chaudhry, and the judiciary in The News language. The way the 

news media describe the increasing or decreasing public support for the main actors in 

the Lawyers’ Movement will be used to explore the progression of cognitive liberation 

through the seven time periods analyzed in this study. The News’ support for or 

opposition to the same actors will also be explored. To further delineate, public support 

(or opposition) will be examined through The News language regarding four types of 

support: international support, particularly U.S. support; domestic political support from 

prominent Pakistani politicians and leaders; general public support from activists, 

students, workers, and other members of Pakistani civil society; and media support in the 

form of The News’ subjective praise or criticism.  



 

51 

 

The stages of cognitive liberation suggest a positive trend in people’s growing 

belief in their need for and ability to change their social and political surroundings. 

Therefore, The News language referring to support for or opposition to the main actors in 

the Lawyers’ Movement will provide a more complete picture of the context of media 

agenda and public opinion in the Lawyers’ Movement that are also the subject of the 

content analysis.  

 

MEASURING INTERCODER RELIABILITY 

Two coders, including the author, carried out the reliability test for the content 

analysis. Both are familiar with the political environment in Pakistan between 2007 and 

2008, but neither of them is a supporter of a specific political party or position. Every 

news story appearing in the English language daily The News during the seven time 

periods that made either a direct or indirect reference to General Pervez Musharraf, Chief 

Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary was examined. The unit of 

analysis was the story.  

The coders were familiar with the tone and language used by the newspaper in its 

description of the person or institution. Both coders had a list of possible expressions and 

linguistic nuances to be found in the news stories describing General Musharraf, Chief 

Justice Iftikhar Ahmed Chaudhry, and the judiciary, that had been compiled after 

analyzing the International Republican Institute survey data, as well as after a more 

general discussion. This list and discussion formed the basis of coding the news stories in 
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terms of the three affective categories -- positive, negative, and neutral – assigned to the 

representations of General Musharraf, Chief Justice Iftikhar Ahmed Chaudhry, and the 

judiciary in the news stories.  

In coding for the positive, negative, and neutral stories, and in light of the 

possibility of coder bias, the first step was to define items that could easily and 

straightforwardly be categorized as such by an average reader. For instance, if a story 

mentioned General Pervez Musharraf acting in the national or economic interest of 

Pakistan, improving the law and order situation of the country, or taking a hard line 

against extremists; the story would be classified as positive for Musharraf. Stories 

mentioning Musharraf’s dictatorship as arbitrary, his refusal to resign as chief of army 

staff or president therefore threatening the country’s democracy, or as an oppressor of the 

judiciary in light of the Lawyers’ Movement were coded as negative. Any story 

mentioning General Musharraf in terms of ongoing news including conferences, 

speeches, and summits were coded as neutral.  

Similarly, stories representing Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry as a victim of the 

establishment’s arbitrary decision to disband the Supreme Court, as a champion of 

democracy in the Lawyers’ Movement, or as rightfully due reinstatement to the Supreme 

Court were coded as positive for Chaudhry. Stories in which Chaudhry’s claims were 

referred to as unconstitutional, or his judicial decisions as chief justice called into 

question, were coded as negative for Chaudhry. Stories that either mentioned Chaudhry 
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in light of ongoing news referring to the courts or in reference to a legal decision were 

coded as neutral. The same guidelines were used to code representations of the judiciary.  

Coding also paid attention to the meaning of statements within the given context. 

For instance, a story referring to Musharraf as a “moderate” had a positive connotation as 

it distanced him from extremist groups, while it could just as easily be considered neutral 

when read as factual information. Similarly, referring to Musharraf as a “staunch 

Muslim” could once again be seen as neutral given that the majority of Pakistan is 

Muslim. However, Islamic beliefs and values are vital to many candidates’ public 

popularity, hence such a reference would once again be considered positive. The coders 

avoided trying to interpret underlying meaning in the statements found in the news 

stories.  

Out of the total 318 stories, approximately 20 percent, or 64 stories, were tested 

for intercoder reliability. This test run to measure intercoder reliability in the assignment 

of a positive, negative or neutral score to a news story used Scott’s Pi and Cohen’s 

Kappa. This test run yielded an Observed Agreement of + 0.86, an Expected Agreement 

of + 0.26, and a Kappa value of + 0.81., which meet the desired reliability range.  

Following long-standing practice in agenda setting research, the degree of 

correspondence between The News’ affective attribute agendas for Musharraf, Chaudhry, 

and the judiciary and the trend in public opinion, the public affective agenda regarding 

these actors, will be measured by Spearman’s Rho, a rank-order correlation (Muijs, 2010, 

pp. 131-137). The use of this statistic, beginning with the seminal Chapel Hill study in 
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1968, has been widespread over the subsequent decades and hundreds of publisher 

studies, despite its limitations in terms of statistical inference.  

In this formula, N is the number of ranks being compared. In this study, the 

maximum number of ranks is 7, the seven time periods. The limitation or constraint on 

Rho is that it ignores the strength of the underlying data (Muijs, 2010). In this case, the 

underlying data include hundreds of news stories and thousands of interviews, while N is 

seven. However, N could be seven for data sets based on a handful of data points. As a 

consequence, very high levels of correlation have to be achieved to attain traditional 

levels of significance as shown in Diagram 4 (Zaiontz, 2014). 
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Diagram 4: Critical Values for Spearman’s Rho 

  

         

  

If the calculated value of rho equals or exceeds the critical value in the chart for the number of 

ranks in the data, the result is statistically significant at the level indicated in the chart 
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Chapter 4: Poll & Content Analysis Results  

 

PUBLIC OPINION POLL RESULTS 

The first public opinion survey question analyzed in this study was: “Do you 

approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” This question was asked 

in the first six time periods. Musharraf was out of office by the seventh time period. In 

line with H1, which asks whether the negative tone of the news coverage of General 

Musharraf influenced the rise of negative public opinion about Musharraf, the trend in 

Disapprove responses was used to measure public opinion. The trend in these responses 

is presented in Figure 1, which showed that public disapproval rose steadily from the first 

time period, 26 percent, to 75 percent in the sixth time period.
1
 

The second survey question analyzed in the study was: “Do you think President 

Musharraf should resign?” This question was asked in only three of the seven surveys 

available for secondary analysis, periods four through six (November, 2007, through 

June, 2008). As we saw in Figure 1, during these months the majority of the public 

disapproved of the job that Musharraf was doing. In effect, this was a follow-up question 

to the Approve/Disapprove question. Again, in line with H1, the trend in Yes responses 

to this question was used to measure public opinion. This trend, which is also displayed 

in Figure 1, showed an increase from 67 percent during the fourth time period to 85 

                                                
1 Figure 5, showing the Approval trend is in the Appendix 
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percent during the sixth time period in the proportion of people who thought Musharraf 

should resign.
2
 

The third survey question tested in this study was: “Which one leader do you 

think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” This question was asked in all seven 

time periods. Figure 1 shows the sharply declining trend in naming Musharraf as the 

response to this question. 

The fourth and last public opinion survey question analyzed in this study was: 

“The army should have no role in civilian government.” This question was asked in all 

seven time periods. Although not directly focused on public opinion regarding 

Musharraf, this question provided a broader contextual look at the public’s views on the 

role of the army in the country’s government. Since the question is framed negatively, the 

army should have no role in civilian government, the trend in Agree responses is 

displayed in Figure 1.
3
 

 

 

  

                                                
2 Figure 6, showing the trend for No is in the Appendix 
3 Figure 7, showing the trend for No is in the Appendix 
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CONTENT ANALYSIS RESULTS: TESTING THE HYPOTHESES 

The four survey questions above yield four independent replications of H1 linking 

negative news coverage of Musharraf with rising negative public opinion regarding 

Musharraf. They are treated in this dissertation as replications rather than merged to 

create an index of negative public opinion because only two of the four measures are 

available in all seven time periods and these two measures – declining mentions of 

Musharraf as best leader and no role for the army in government – are only modestly 

correlated (-0.44).  

This modest negative correlation is obvious from the disparate trends in the two 

measures over time: sharply declining mentions of Musharraf as best leader, -0.94; no 

role for the army in government, +0.35. The strongest trends in the public opinion data 

are disapproval of the job Musharraf is doing, +0.94, and Musharraf should resign, +1.00, 

but are available for only three time periods. 

The combined results were used to analyze whether or not the tone of the 

mentions of Musharraf, Chaudhry, and the judiciary in The News corresponded with the 

decreasing public support for Musharraf’s leadership over the course of the 2007-08 

Lawyers’ Movement. To test the three hypotheses about the influence of news coverage 

on public opinion regarding President Musharraf the findings from the content analysis of 

The News were compared with the findings from the four closed-end questions available 
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for secondary analysis in the seven Surveys of Pakistan Public Opinion conducted during 

2007-08 by the International Republican Institute.  

 

Test of hypothesis H1A: Pervez Musharraf  

Cross-sectional Correlations 

H1a states that the trend in negative news coverage of General Musharraf 

parallels the trend in negative public opinion regarding Musharraf during 2007-2008. 

Three of the four comparisons of the trend in negative media representations of 

Musharraf with the growing disapproval of Musharraf in the public opinion polls show a 

strong correspondence between the media agenda and public opinion. The one 

comparison showing only modest support for the hypothesis is based on only three time 

periods.  

Figure 2 below shows the positive representation of Musharraf in the content 

analysis over the seven time periods. The data is expressed as a percentage of the stories 

in each period. The majority (74 percent) of stories mentioning Musharraf in the first 

time period before the Lawyer’s Movement mentioned General Musharraf in a positive 

tone. This percentage dropped sharply to 21.4 percent during the third time period. 

However, the percentage of positive representation increased to 35.8 percent during the 

fourth period just prior to Musharraf’s resignation as army chief, before decreasing 

sharply again to 7.7 percent in the sixth period just prior to Musharraf’s resignation from 
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presidency. The seventh period had the fewest number of total stories mentioning 

Musharraf (n=11) and none of them showed him in a positive light. This was the period 

after Asif Ali Zardari was sworn in as Pakistan’s president. Significantly, the third and 

sixth time periods not only had the lowest positive representations of Musharraf, but were 

also the ones with the highest number of stories mentioning Musharraf.   

 

 

 

Similarly, Figure 2 also shows that the negative representation of General 

Musharraf in the content analysis increased steadily from 14.8 percent during the first 

time period to 54.2 percent during the third time period. Consistent with the data in 

Figure 1, this negative representation dropped to 37.7 percent during the fourth time 
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period before increasing steadily yet again to 54.5 percent during the last time period. 

Once again time periods three and six with the highest number of overall Musharraf 

mentions represented him negatively more than most of the other time periods.  

These numbers allow for a detailed examination of two major aspects of second-

level agenda-setting identified by Ghanem (1997): 1) the topic (object of attention) of the 

news item; 2) the affective tone of the attributes of the object.  

Overall, H1a is supported. The first question asked whether citizens disapproved 

of the job President Musharraf is doing. Among the four poll questions, this is the 

strongest correlation (0.771) between the rising trend in Musharraf’s negative image in 

the news and the growing disapproval of Musharraf’s performance.  

Table 1 presents these cross-sectional Spearman’s correlations for the first 

through the sixth time periods. The seventh period was not included since Musharraf had 

already resigned as president and the polling data for Musharraf was incomplete during 

that period. For each of the four poll questions there is a correlation between trends in 

negative responses to the question and the negative trends in Musharraf’s image in the 

news.
4
 

                                                
4 Table 9 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends of both positive and negative responses 
to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of Musharraf in the news. 

Dividing these results into two groups allowed for a close-up picture of Pakistani media’s agenda-setting 

effect on public opinion regarding General Musharraf. Table 10 in the Appendix presents cross-sectional 

correlations between Musharraf’s media representation and trends in the public opinion polls for the initial 

period. Similarly, Table 11 in the Appendix is based on the second time period. 
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For the question “Do you think President Musharraf should resign,” the 

relationship is much weaker. Negative Musharraf representation in the news correlated 

positively, but modestly, with public opinion in favor of his resignation – a Spearman’s 

rho of 0.273. However, recall that this comparison is based on data from only three time 

periods. When asked which one leader could best handle Pakistan’s problems, naming 

Musharraf correlated strongly and negatively with the trend in negative representations of 

Musharraf in the news (-0.771). The last poll question, “The army should have no role in 

civilian government,” is framed negatively, and there is a strong correlation (0.754) 

between the trend in Musharraf’s negative image in the news and agreement that the 

army should have no role in civilian government.  

In sum, three out of four comparisons of Musharraf’s increasing unpopularity in 

the public opinion polls corresponded strongly with the trend in negative media 

representations of Musharraf. The single modest correlation is based on data available for 

only three of the seven time periods. 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                            
 



 

64 

 

Table 1: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf 

(Cross-sectional correlations) 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)               0.771 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                              0.273 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  (Musharraf)      -0.771 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                     0.754 
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Test of hypothesis H1B: Pervez Musharraf  

Time-lag Correlations 

H1b states: The trend in negative news coverage of General Musharraf leads the 

trend in negative public opinion during 2007-2008. Two of the correlations here are very 

similar to the cross-sectional correlations, but two others are in sharp contrast to the 

cross-sectional results. The cross-lag correlations in Table 2 were calculated from the 

data available for various time periods. Recall that three of the poll questions were asked 

in six or seven time periods, but one question – Should Musharraf resign? – was asked in 

only three time periods.
5
   

H1b is only partially supported. Two of the analyses based on direct measures of 

Musharraf’s popularity across the longer time periods indicate an overall impact of media 

coverage on public opinion. Negative representations of Musharraf in the news show 

robust cross-lag relationships with subsequent declining approval rating among the public 

(0.600) and with declining mentions of Musharraf as the best person to handle the 

problems facing Pakistan (-0.725).
6
 However, the strong correlation in the cross sectional 

analysis between negative representations of Musharraf in the news and the trend in 

                                                
5 Table 12 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends in both positive and negative 
responses to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of Musharraf in the 

news.  

 

6 Again dividing these content analysis results and polls into two groups allowed for a close-up picture of 
Pakistani media’s agenda-setting effect on public opinion regarding General Musharraf. Table 13 in the 

Appendix presents cross-lag Spearman’s rho correlations between Musharraf’s media representation and 

trends in the public opinion polls for the initial period. Similarly, Table 14 in the Appendix is based on the 

second time period.  
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public opinion that the army should play no role in the government becomes a weak 

negative (-0.290) in the cross-lag analysis. And the weak correlation in the cross sectional 

analysis between negative representations of Musharraf in the news and the trend in 

public opinion that Musharraf should resign also becomes a moderate negative 

correlation (-0.290) in the cross-lag analysis.      
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Table 2: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                     

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)                0.600 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                               -0.500 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  (Musharraf)       -0.725 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                     -0.290 

        
 

First question (six time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Oct15-Oct30, 2008 

Second question (five time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (six time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Oct15-Oct30, 2008 
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Test of hypothesis H2A: Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry  

Cross-sectional Correlations 

H2a states that the trend in positive news coverage of Chief Justice Iftikhar 

Muhammad Chaudhry parallels the trend in negative public opinion regarding President 

Musharraf during 2007-2008. However, when we turn our attention to Iftikhar 

Muhammad Chaudhry, there is no available survey data, and our analyses are limited to 

the content analysis data regarding Chaudhry that are summarized in Figure 3, which 

shows the positive representation of Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry in The News during 

the second through the seventh time periods.
7
 The cross-sectional analysis of the 

relationship between positive media representations of Chaudhry and negative public 

opinion regarding Musharraf does not support the hypothesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
7 Figure 8 in the Appendix shows the negative representation of Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry in the 

content analysis during the second through the seventh time periods. 
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Table 3 presents the cross-sectional Spearman’s correlations for the second 

through the sixth time periods.
8
 The first time period was not included since there were 

no stories representing Chaudhry prior to his resignation. The correlations in Table 3 

show how Chaudhry’s positive representations in the press correlated with public opinion 

regarding Musharraf (0.100, 0.205, 0.100, and -0.359). In line with the previous analyses 

testing H1, each of the four poll questions measuring Musharraf’s standing with the 

                                                
8 Table 15 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends in both positive and negative 
responses to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of Chaudhry in the 

news.  

 

Figure 3 

Positive representation of Chaudhry (%) 



 

70 

 

public were examined. For all four poll items, the relationships are uniformly weak and 

one is negative. In short, none of the four correlations support H2a.
9
  

 

  

                                                
9 Once again, the Appendix shows how the stories and polls were divided into two groups to account for 
the 2007 media blackout: Table 16 and Table 17. The clearest picture and best evidence of the impact of 

Chaudhry’s positive news coverage regarding Musharraf’s popularity/unpopularity among the Pakistani 

public during the Lawyers’ Movement emerges in the second time period and supports Hypothesis H2a. 



 

71 

 

Table 3: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                        

(Cross-sectional correlations) 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)                0.100 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                               0.205 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  (Musharraf)       0.100 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                     -0.359 
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Test of hypothesis H2B: Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry 

Time-lag Correlations 

H2b states that the trend in positive news coverage of Chief Justice Iftikhar 

Muhammad Chaudhry leads the trend in negative public opinion regarding President 

Musharraf during 2007-2008. Overall, there is only modest support for the hypothesis. 

The cross-lag correlations in Table 4 have been calculated based on the data 

available for the variable time periods, which as noted in the discussion of H2a, range 

from three to six time periods.
10

 Positive representations of Chaudhry in the news 

correlated modestly (0.400) with disapproval of Musharraf’s performance as president. 

However, for the question, “Do you think President Musharraf should resign,” positive 

Chaudhry representations correlated perfectly with public opinion in favor of Musharraf 

resigning. Positive Chaudhry representation was also negatively correlated with the 

public’s choice of Musharraf as the best Pakistani leader (-0.400). Similarly, Table 4 also 

shows that positive representation of Chaudhry is only modestly correlated (0.316) with 

rising agreement with the statement “The army should have no role in civilian 

                                                
10 Table 18 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends in both positive and negative 
responses to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of Chaudhry in the 

news.  
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government”. In sum, only two of the four poll questions – Musharraf should resign and 

is not the best leader for Pakistan – show support for the hypothesis.
11

  

  

                                                
11 The Appendix shows the stories and polls divided into two groups to account for the 2007 media 

blackout: Table 19 and Table 20. The second table covering the latter portion of the Lawyers’ Movement 
shows strong cross-lag correlations between the increasingly positive representation of Chaudhry in The 

News and rising disapproval of Musharraf’s performance, rising calls that Musharraf should resign, 

declining nominations of Musharraf as the best person to handle Pakistan’s problems, and rising public 

agreement that the army should have no role in a civilian government. All of these cross-lags support H2. 
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Table 4: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                             

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)                0.400 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                               1.000** 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  (Musharraf)       -0.400 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                      0.316 
        

 

 

First question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Second question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 
IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Test of hypothesis H3A: The Judiciary  

Cross-sectional Correlations 

H3a states: The trend in positive news coverage of the judiciary parallels the trend 

in negative public opinion regarding President Musharraf during 2007-2008. The analysis 

shows only weak support for the hypothesis. The majority of the stories that did cover the 

judiciary occurred during only three of six time periods analyzed.  

Figure 4 shows the positive representation of the Pakistani judiciary in the content 

analysis during the second through the seventh time periods.
12

 Positive representation of 

the judiciary was high at 29.7 percent right after Chaudhry’s initial forced resignation 

from the Supreme Court, but this percentage immediately dropped to 7.1 during the third 

time period. These numbers are also consistent with the results of Musharraf and 

Chaudhry’s representations.  

Once again, time periods four through six show the judiciary’s positive 

representation increased from 9.4 percent to 52.6 percent respectively. This figure 

dropped slightly to 36.4 percent in the seventh time period after Musharraf was replaced 

by Asif Ali Zardari as Pakistan’s president.  

 

 

                                                
12 Figure 9 in the Appendix shows the negative representation of the judiciary in the content analysis 

during the second through the seventh time periods. 
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Figure 4 

Positive representation of the Judiciary (%) 
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Table 5 shows the key correlations.
13

 Positive representations of the judiciary in 

the news was moderately correlated with the opinion that Musharraf should resign 

(0.564), and moderately correlated with disapproval of Musharraf’s performance (0.300) 

and with the trend in identifying Musharraf as the best leader for Pakistan (-0.300). The 

trend in positive coverage of the judiciary correlated weakly and negatively (-0.103) with 

the view that the army should play no role in the government.
14

 Overall, this is weak 

support for the hypothesis.  

                                                
13 Table 21 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends in both positive and negative 

responses to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of the judiciary in 

the news. 

 

14 Once again, the Appendix shows how the stories and polls were divided into two groups to account for 
the 2007 media blackout: Table 22 and Table 23. Positive presentations of the judiciary are linked with 

declining approval of Musharraf’s performance (-1.000); with rising calls for his resignation (1.000); and 

with declining mentions of Musharraf as the person most capable of handling Pakistan’s problems (-1.000). 

Overall, Table 22 and Table 23 provide only modest support for H3 linking the judiciary’s media 

representation with public opinion regarding Musharraf. The time periods recorded far more positive and 

negative stories regarding Musharraf than they did regarding the judiciary. This meant that for periods 
where there were few positive stories regarding the judiciary, there was still overall greater press coverage, 

both positive and negative, of Musharraf. There are hints of the judiciary’s image impacting several 

measures of public opinion, especially in the second set of time periods.  
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Table 5: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary                                                                                      

(Cross-sectional correlations) 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)                0.300 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                               0.564 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” (Musharraf)        -0.300 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                     -0.103 
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Test of hypothesis H3B: The Judiciary  

Time-lag Correlations 

H3B states: The trend in positive news coverage of the judiciary leads the trend in 

negative public opinion regarding President Musharraf during 2007-2008. Table 6 shows 

the cross-lag Spearman’s rho correlations between the judiciary’s positive representation 

in the content analysis and IRI public opinion in the subsequent time periods regarding 

Musharraf.
15

 The judiciary here includes the lawyers and legal groups involved in the 

Lawyers’ Movement. The data in Table 6 were calculated on the data available for the 

various time periods. Although the cross-lag results are stronger than the cross-sectional 

results, there is only modest support for H3b.
16

  

Table 6 presents the cross-lag Spearman’s rho correlations between the The News 

articles and the subsequent IRI public opinion polls. Positive representations of the 

judiciary in the news perfectly predict the trend in public opinion that Mushaffar should 

resign (1.00), but these public opinion data cover only three time periods. Positive 

representations of the judiciary in the news moderately predict disapproval of 

Musharraf’s performance as president (0.400) and the trend in identifying Musharraf as 

                                                
15 Table 24 in the Appendix presents a more detailed analysis: trends in both positive and negative 

responses to the questions correlations with both positive and negative representations of the judiciary in 

the news. 

 

16 Tables 25 and 26 in the Appendix show the data when divided into two groups to account for the 2007 
media blackout. However, these analyses add little clarity or support for Hypothesis H3. 
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the best leader for Pakistan (-0.400), and the opinion that the army should play no role in 

the government (0.316). 
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Table 6: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary                                                                                    

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  (Disapprove)                0.400 

     

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  (Yes)                                                               1.000** 

     

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  (Musharraf)       -0.400 

     

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”  (Agree)                                                      0.316 
        

 

 

First question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Second question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 
IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Chapter 5: Discussion of the Content Analysis 

 

Three attribute agenda setting hypotheses were tested in this study. The purpose 

of all three hypotheses was to see whether or not media coverage in The News had an 

affective attribute agenda-setting effect on public opinion of General Pervez Musharraf 

during the 2007-08 Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement. To test these hypotheses a content 

analysis examined the tone of the news coverage in The News and compared the results 

of this content analysis with four items from public opinion polls conducted at seven 

different time periods during the Lawyers’ Movement. 

The key correlation in this study is the correspondence between negative trends in 

Musharraf’s image in the news and the poll questions’ measures of Musharraf’s 

popularity among the public. This is considered the key correlation because from the 

perspective of attribute agenda setting, negative representations of Musharraf in the press 

are likely to be major predictors of his declining popularity among the public. The results 

of the content analysis showed that for each of the four poll questions there was a 

correlation between trends in negative responses to the question and the negative trends 

in Musharraf’s image in the news.  

The first hypothesis examined the direct influence of media coverage on public 

opinion: the evaluative tone of the news coverage of General Musharraf highlighted by 

The News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced public opinion about Musharraf. 
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This hypothesis received substantial support. Among the array of correlations linking 

media content and the four measures of public opinion, the strongest correlation (0.771) 

was between the rising number of negative news stories and rising disapproval of 

Musharraf’s performance. In fact, two of the other three poll questions also showed 

strong agenda setting effects.  

However, detailed examination of the comparisons identified two time periods in 

the trends for all but one of the content analysis and poll variables, a monotonic rising or 

falling trend in the first three time periods that reverses in the fourth time period. These 

shifts in the trends for these independent and dependent variables were indicative of the 

significant controversy that the Pakistani media generated among the public in 2007 

through extensive news coverage, including live television broadcasts of skirmishes 

between the military and religious extremists who had taken over the Red Mosque in 

Rawalpindi (Khan & Joseph, 2008). When General Musharraf finally ordered military 

forces to raid the mosque, the military also imposed a media blackout on Pakistani 

television channels and restricted media access to the events on ground (Khan & Joseph, 

2008).  

Other political events preceding the blackout also support the idea that Musharraf 

was directly challenging the independence of several prominent private media groups. 

Musharraf had been approved as a viable candidate for re-election by Pakistan’s Election 

Commission (Kalhan, 2010). However, the ruling was challenged by his opponents in the 

Supreme Court on the basis that a member of the military could not constitutionally be 
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permitted to run for the office of president – at the time Musharraf held the dual offices 

of Pakistani President and Chief of Army Staff (Kalhan, 2010). Before the court could 

reach a decision General Musharraf declared a state of emergency citing Article 232 of 

Pakistan’s Constitution on November 3, 2007. Musharraf also issued a Provisional 

Constitutional Order (PCO) that replaced the country’s constitution (Kalhan, 2010).  

Soon after, the Pakistani government imposed, under Musharraf’s orders, the 

media blackout in which state run channels and private channels such as GEO TV, ARY 

One World, and Aaj TV were forced off air. General Musharraf said the ban was 

necessary as these channels were contributing towards national instability by 

misrepresenting political facts and acting irresponsibly with regard to the Red Mosque 

crisis (“News channels of GEO, ARY shut down,” 2007). The Government also tried to 

block international channels including BBC and CNN. ARY even reported that 

authorities in Dubai had asked the network to shut down operations without any 

explanation (“News channels of GEO, ARY shut down,” 2007).  

This study tested The News’ attribute agenda-setting influence on Pakistani public 

opinion over all seven time periods in the IRI public opinion surveys, and then tested the 

same data for the time periods before and after the media blackout to account for the 

government’s intervention in the operations of Pakistani media during the Lawyer’s 

Movement. In other words, the content analysis was conducted on all seven time periods 

as well as for two different time periods – before and after the 2007 media blackout.  
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The correlations and tables in the results reflected the data from the time periods. 

These additional analyses stratifying both the cross-sectional and cross-lag data into two 

phases of three time periods provided further support for H1 that the tone of news stories 

about General Musharraf in The News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced public 

opinion about Musharraf. They also helped explain the sharp difference between the H1 

content analysis results of all seven time periods versus the consistent and statistically 

significant results of the time periods before and after the media blackout.  

The 2007 media blackout and the resulting dip in reportage during the period 

immediately after accounts for the inconsistency between the third and fourth time 

periods. General Musharraf’s actions immediately before and after the blackout may well 

have eventually caused Pakistani media to persist in its anti-Musharraf stance even in the 

face of increasing government attempts to control and censor news content at the time. 

The central axiom of secondary analysis is that research designs are totally 

constrained by what previous researchers thought to ask about. For the analysis of the 

relationships between the news coverage of Musharraf and public opinion on a number of 

survey questions, the constraint was not severe. As we saw, four survey items were 

available, three across six or seven of the time periods from early 2007 to fall, 2008. 

These items were compared with the extensive content analysis results. However, when 

we turned our attention to Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and the judiciary, there was no 

available survey data, and our analyses were limited to the results presented showing 
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representation of Chaudhry and the judiciary in The News during the second through the 

seventh time periods.  

The second and third hypotheses were included to examine the impact of news 

coverage of Musharraf’s opponents in the political arena on public opinion of the general. 

More specifically, the second and third hypotheses explored whether or not 

representations of Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and the Pakistani judiciary 

in The News had an indirect attribute agenda-setting effect on public opinion regarding 

General Musharraf during the 2007-08 Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement. In line with 

previous analyses, the trends for each of the four poll questions measuring Musharraf’s 

standing with the public were compared with the trend in positive coverage of the 

judiciary in the news for the second through the sixth time periods. The judiciary here 

included the lawyers and legal groups involved in the Lawyers’ Movement.  

For both Chaudhry and the judiciary the first time period was not included since 

the Lawyers’ Movement had yet to begin. The fact that there were far more stories about 

Chaudhry as well as the judiciary in the press past Chaudhry’s forced resignation also 

lends support to the idea that the news media set the public opinion agenda regarding the 

main actors during the Lawyers’ Movement. The last time period was not included 

because there was no polling data for Musharraf during that period when he had already 

resigned as both army chief and Pakistani president. These hypotheses regarding the 

secondary impact of news coverage about Musharraf’s adversaries on his standing among 

the public received modest support at best.  
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The numbers for The News representations of Musharraf, Chaudhry, and the 

judiciary were also consistent: there was a higher number of overall stories about the 

judiciary right after Musharraf forced Chaudhry to resign, but the media ban imposed by 

the army just prior to the third time period led to fewer overall stories about Musharraf as 

well as the judiciary, specifically stories critical of Musharraf or the military.  

Overall, the coverage of Musharraf in The News during the Lawyers’ Movement 

had considerable influence on public opinion. It is less clear that coverage of Chaudhry 

and the judiciary played a secondary role in Musharraf’s declining standing among the 

public. What is clear is that Musharraf’s 2007 media blackout influenced the number and 

content of the stories and that both the time periods before and after the blackout showed 

increasing negative media representation of Musharraf, while the IRI surveys showed a 

corresponding trend in public opinion. 

The next part of this dissertation will examine media coverage of General 

Musharraf, Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary in The News stories 

analyzed in the agenda-setting study. In particular, a closer examination of the language 

of The News coverage will determine the extent to which Pakistani media conveyed a 

sense of cognitive liberation among Pakistanis regarding the judicial crisis, and also to 

what extent the media was mobilized during the Lawyers’ Movement. To further detail 

these relationships between news coverage and public opinion, the next chapter examines 

the language of the news stories, grounded in the concept of cognitive liberation. 
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Chapter 6: News Coverage & Cognitive Liberation  

 

The Pakistani media played a vital role in the Lawyers’ Movement by informing 

citizens about the Supreme Court and even facilitating collective action on the streets. 

The focus in this dissertation is on a key Pakistani newspaper, The News, which is part of 

the powerful Jang Media Group, specifically the agenda setting role of this newspaper 

during the Lawyers’ Movement.  

A qualitative analysis of the language of The News coverage will determine the 

extent to which Pakistani media conveyed a sense of cognitive liberation among 

Pakistanis regarding the judicial crisis, and also to what extent the media was mobilized 

or actively supportive or critical of the main actors in the Lawyers’ Movement.  

 

The Language of The News  

This examination of the specific language of The News coverage is guided by a 

research question exploring the extent to which Pakistani media conveyed a sense of 

cognitive liberation among Pakistanis regarding the judicial crisis and to what extent the 

media was mobilized during/actively participated in the Lawyers’ Movement. Since 

cognitive liberation suggests a positive trend in people’s belief in their ability to change 

their surrounding (unjust) conditions, The News language supporting or opposing the 
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main actors in the Lawyers’ Movement will provide a more complete picture of the 

Pakistani media’s influence on public opinion in the Lawyers’ Movement.  

The qualitative analysis RQ asks: Did the language of The News coverage of 

General Pervez Musharraf, Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary during the 

Lawyers’ Movement reflect the timeline of the three stages of shifting consciousness that 

must occur for ‘cognitive liberation’ among collective actors? The analysis in this section 

explores whether the language of The News coverage of the key actors in the Lawyers’ 

Movement reflected the timeline of the three stages of shifting consciousness that 

indicate ‘cognitive liberation’. These three stages are: perception of the current system as 

unjust; a demand for change; and belief in the possibility of a shift in status quo. In this 

study, the qualitative analysis will focus on the theme of support for or opposition to 

Musharraf, Chaudhry, and the judiciary in The News language.  

The News language regarding increasing or decreasing public support for the 

main actors in the Lawyers’ Movement will be used to determine the progression of 

cognitive liberation through the seven time periods. Four types of public support or 

opposition will be explored in The News language: international support, particularly 

U.S. support; domestic political support from prominent Pakistani politicians and leaders; 

general public support from activists, students, workers, and other members of Pakistani 

civil society; and media support in the form of The News’ subjective praise or criticism.  
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Period 1: February 12 – March 07, 2007  

The first period of The News included in this study occurred just prior to when 

General Musharraf forced Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry to resign, 

therefore there was no coverage of the Lawyers’ Movement or Iftikhar Muhammed 

Chaudhry and the judiciary’s roles in the same. The majority of The News articles in this 

period covering General Musharraf reported his cooperation with the United States on 

initiatives to curb terrorism and extremism in Pakistan. For instance, one story quoted 

U.S. White House Press Secretary Tony Snow as saying that Musharraf “has risked his 

life to fight these (terrorist) forces and continues to be a valuable asset” (“US terms 

Musharraf valuable asset,” 2007). In another story U.S. Congressman Peter Hoekstra 

stressed the need to maintain the Musharraf government, saying, “We need stability in 

the regime. We need this regime to survive” (“Musharraf govt must survive: US 

lawmaker,” 2007).  

During this period, The News language also demonstrated public appreciation of 

Musharraf’s proactive role in the promotion of free electronic media, particularly 

Musharraf’s belief that this was “in the larger interest of the country” and that 

“democracy and national creditability” had improved because of these media freedoms 

(“Free electronic media in interest of country: Musharraf,” 2007). Therefore, The News 

stories in this first period reflected both international/U.S. support for Musharraf as well 

as general Pakistani public support. The News language indicated that in spite of 

Musharraf’s dictatorship, Pakistanis did not voice any united concerns about injustices in 
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their existing political/social system. In other words, there were no signs of a sense of 

cognitive liberation among the people. 

 

Period 2: June 13 – July 03, 2007  

During this period, the language of The News coverage began focusing heavily on 

various politicians’ and lawyers’ accusations against Musharraf and the military’s 

wrongful actions regarding the recent forced resignation of Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry. This was the first time period during which Chaudhry and the judiciary 

became significant as symbols of Pakistan’s judicial independence/freedom. For instance, 

several stories focused on the judiciary’s attempts to assert its autonomy and stated 

clearly that no one could influence the decisions of the court, not even the executive and 

that justice would be sought on the matter of Chaudhry’s resignation (“No one can 

influence full court: Ramday,” 2007; “Rendering CJ non-functional,” 2007; “Chief 

justice stresses public interest litigation,” 2007; “References against president, PM 

planned,” 2007).  

The News language in this period was impartial with respect to Musharraf. 

Several stories mentioned the legitimacy of Musharraf’s arguments/case in the judicial 

crisis and some even focused on his continued anti-terrorism efforts. One editorial even 

seemed sympathetic to Musharraf’s political vulnerability reporting him as a “worried 

man…who did everything to bet on the ruling coalition” only to find the “vast majority of 
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ministers and ministers of state reluctant to defend the government on the issue of judicial 

crisis” (“President is a worried man,” 2007). The way The News representation began 

changing during this period was mainly in terms of increasing general public opposition 

to Musharraf’s role in the judicial crisis (“Rendering CJ non-functional,” 2007; 

“References against president, PM planned,” 2007).  

The News language still showed continued U.S. support for Musharraf. One 

article quoted a Newsweek magazine article that read, “Musharraf restored order, broke 

with the Islamists and put in place the most modern and secular regime in three decades. 

Under him the economy has boomed, with growth last year at 8 per cent. Despite the 

grumblings of many coffeehouse intellectuals, Musharraf’s approval ratings were 

consistently high around 60 per cent” (“‘Musharraf a modernising force’,” 2007). 

Another article quoted Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice as stating clearly that the 

U.S. continued to support Musharraf (“Rice signals continued US support for 

Musharraf,” June 20, 2007).  

Towards the end of this period, however, Musharraf’s unequivocal American 

support became slightly tenuous, possibly for the first time, and U.S. representatives 

began asking him to resign from the office of army chief, echoing the sentiments of 

Pakistan’s public (“Doff uniform to stay in power, US officials told Musharraf,” 2007). 

The News coverage during this period revealed that Musharraf faced opposition both at 

home and abroad, and finally addressed the Red Mosque crisis redirecting attention to 
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Pakistan’s extremism problem, and referring to terrorism as “the most serious threat” to 

the country’s security (“Suicide bombers in Lal Masjid: Musharraf,” 2007).  

It is during this time that The News language began taking into account 

Musharraf’s growing concern about his negative representation in the media. Musharraf 

was portrayed as arbitrary in his demands that the media take a partial role in the name of 

national interest: “He (Musharraf) said during the last few months media has consistently 

dwelt at projecting negative image of the country thus creating anxiety in the society. He 

said the media must be a source of morale raising for the society as well as the armed 

forces...for increased internal cohesion and greater inter-provincial harmony” (“Suicide 

bombers in Lal Masjid: Musharraf,” 2007). In spite of these few stories suggesting a 

strain in Musharraf-media relations, and in spite of rising anti-Musharraf and anti-

military sentiment during this period, The News’ editorial voice did not suggest that the 

newspaper was supportive or critical of Musharraf, or for that matter Chaudhry and the 

judiciary. Stories mostly reported events as they unfolded, and included many quotes 

from both Musharraf’s lawyers’ as well as Chaudhry’s legal team (“All judges are on 

trial, says Ramday,” 2007; “Supreme court summons SJC record,” 2007; “Reference 

mala fide: Aitzaz,” 2007).  

The News language in this period suggested continued U.S./international support 

for Musharraf, but it also showed growing general public opposition to Musharraf’s 

actions in the judicial crisis. In addition it also showed increasing general public support 

and sympathy for Chaudhry and the judiciary. This changing support suggested the 
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beginning of Pakistan’s shifting consciousness: from acceptance of Musharraf as leader 

to a sense of an unacceptable social injustice following the events of Chaudhry’s 

resignation. This sense of wrongdoing marked the early first stage of cognitive liberation 

for Pakistanis.  

 

Period 3: August 29 – September 13, 2007  

The third time period analyzed in this study is one during which General 

Musharraf had announced his plans to step down as army chief, but had yet to take any 

steps to do so, such as announcing a date for democratic general elections. The News 

coverage and events at the time suggested that Musharraf’s announcement to resign as 

army chief occurred under immense growing pressure from his political opponents, as 

well as from the judiciary that had initially helped him consolidate his dictatorship.  

Musharraf’s domestic political opposition was apparent in the strong language of 

The News. In one news story, the staff correspondent quoted “informed sources” as 

saying, “Musharraf has very limited options in this difficult time and he is trying to get 

the best out of them. It is now inevitable that he can’t remain in uniform” (“Three options 

on quitting as COAS,” 2007). No details were provided about the affiliation, location, or 

motivation of the sources suggesting either that the story was poorly reported or, more 

likely, that The News had begun indirectly taking a stance on the judicial crisis. Another 

story made a seemingly sarcastic reference to a poll result revealing that even Osama bin 
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Laden was more popular than Musharraf at the time (“Osama more popular than 

Musharraf in Pakistan: poll,” 2007).  

Numerous stories during this period criticized Musharraf’s political actions, and 

the language used in many of them was phrased in terms of the need for Musharraf to 

“doff his uniform” (“PPP gives two-day ultimatum on uniform,” 2007; ‘Musharraf may 

doff uniform before re-election,” 2007; “Govt’s stance on uniform soon: Durrani,” 2007). 

All the stories mentioning Chaudhry during this period were supportive of his call for 

reinstatement, and many of the stories mentioning the judiciary also focused on its 

perseverance in the judicial crisis (“Aitzaz, Zafar, Pirzada asked to assist SC,” 2007; 

“Lawyers’ rally calls on Musharraf to quit,” 2007; “APDM stages rallies in major cit ies,” 

2007). Most of the reportage focused on the judicial crisis and the need to reinstate the 

wrongfully sacked chief justice and other members of the judiciary. This period also 

showed that the judiciary began actively taking steps/decisions against Musharraf in light 

of the government’s efforts to constantly discourage and disrupt Iftikhar Muhammad 

Chaudhry and the Lawyers’ Movement (“Case registered against May 12 lawyers’ rally 

attackers,” 2007).  

Interestingly, The News language in this period focused heavily on rumors of an 

ongoing Musharraf-Benazir Bhutto alliance that would return her to Pakistan as future 

prime minister while allowing Musharraf the opportunity to secure the presidency – 

another sign of Musharraf’s growing sense of vulnerability and, possibly, the first 

concrete sign of his political weakness: “Musharraf knows that the acceptance of all of 
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Bhutto’s demands would reduce him to a nonentity. To avoid such a fate, he is likely to 

resist the mounting pressure to clinch the accord with Bhutto to the extent where he could 

get a good deal out of it” (“US, UK brokering deal?,” 2007). This clearly indicated that 

the potential deal was not so much domestic political support for Musharraf as it was 

Bhutto’s attempt to use Musharraf’s political vulnerability to her political advantage.  

These stories were immediately followed by multiple stories critical of Musharraf, 

particularly complaints and allegations by other political parties and constituents from 

various parts of the country (“No dialogue, declares Qazi,” 2007; “The deal spoilers,” 

2007). This significant anti-Musharraf language and sentiment is resonant of the first 

stage needed for cognitive liberation in which society begins viewing and vocalizing the 

injustices of the current political system.  

The third time period was also the first one in which The News language showed 

domestic political and general public criticism of Musharraf’s continued foreign backing 

(“Nawaz slams West for backing Musharraf,” 2007). In fact, some stories went so far as 

to accuse the United States and the United Kingdom of involvement in the alleged 

Musharraf-Bhutto political deal: “Some discerning circles are very confident that the 

presidential aides and Bhutto would ultimately work out an understanding because it is 

their compulsion given the forceful prodding by Washington and London to join hands” 

(“US, UK brokering deal?,” 2007). The U.S. even verbalized its renewed support for 

Musharraf during this period (“US renews support to Musharraf,” 2007).  
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The language in this period suggests the beginning of cognitive liberation, but in 

this period still prior to the 2007 media blackout The News language also represented and 

editorialized domestic public and media support for Musharraf: “the most charitable 

aspect of Musharraf’s personality is his capacity to put up with all sorts of criticism 

against him” (“Musharraf more tolerant than Benazir, Nawaz,” 2007).  

The News language in this period showed continued U.S./international support for 

Musharraf, but also growing domestic political and general public opposition to 

Musharraf’s actions regarding the judiciary and to his continual postponement to resign 

as army chief. Further, this period also showed increasing domestic political and general 

public support for both Chaudhry, and the judiciary. Though this period lacked a clear 

media stance in the Lawyers’ Movement, there was an indication of subtle opposition to 

General Musharraf in several The News stories. The newspaper’s phrasing and coverage 

of all the levels of support/opposition to the key players in the Lawyers’ Movement 

suggested that Pakistan was now in the first stage of cognitive liberation moving towards 

the second stage: people not only clearly recognized unacceptable social injustices but 

also began voicing their concerns regarding the existing political system. 

 

Period 4: November 19 – November 28, 2007 

This time period was the one just prior to General Musharraf’s resignation as 

army chief. The first and most interesting difference The News coverage of this period 
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revealed was the considerable decline in The News language critical of Musharraf 

compared to the previous time period. In fact, very few stories even discussed the judicial 

crisis or Chaudhry’s efforts to garner public favor for judicial independence. This was 

because on November 3, 2007 General Musharraf imposed a State of Emergency in 

Pakistan, suspended Pakistan’s Constitution, and fired Chaudhry again (Rohde, 2007). 

Officers entered the capital Supreme Court building, arrested numerous judges and 

placed them under house arrest (Rohde, 2007). Simultaneously, troops entered state-run 

TV and radio stations, and independent channels abruptly went off air (Rohde, 2007). 

Public protests mounted against Musharraf.  

One of the first news stories during this time period that did mention Chaudhry 

focused on the media blackout rather than on the judicial crisis. Chaudhry was quoted as 

saying, “The closing down of Geo News and ARY TV channels is a violation of Article 

19 of the Constitution which…not only protected the freedom of the press but also 

guarded the right of the people to know” (“Deposed CJ says shutting down Geo is 

violation of Constitution,” 2007).  

Another pivotal difference in The News language of this period was the 

discussion of growing U.S./international opposition to Musharraf’s policies. Instead, his 

western allies, including the United States, were shown as distancing themselves from 

him opting instead for a more cautious political approach: “The United States… stressed 

its investment in Pakistan and its people rather than in President Pervez Musharraf” (“US 

stresses investment in Pakistan not Musharraf,” 2007). Another story reported the 
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Commonwealth countries’ suspension of Pakistan till the end of emergency rule, while 

yet another quoted British Prime Minister Gordon Brown as reassuring the West that 

Musharraf had agreed to resign and to hold general elections (“C’wealth suspends 

Pakistan,” 2007; “Musharraf has promised to resign as army chief: Brown,” 2007). 

Together, the language of all these stories clearly marked the shift away from foreign 

support for Musharraf.  

The News stories examined above showed that the Pakistani public not only 

viewed the existing military dictatorship as unjust, but also began actively questioning it 

for the first time. This demand for social change is key to the second stage of shifting 

consciousness that leads to cognitive liberation. Based on the findings in the content 

analysis, the media’s involvement, particularly that of The News, was significant in this 

shift. The News language here showed that the media was now also an active participant 

in opposing Musharraf, particularly after the media blackout. Increasingly, The News 

stories were critical of Musharraf’s politics, and more directly so compared to the 

previous three time periods (“Will the opposition fall into Musharraf trap?” 2007; 

“Musharraf talks about media limits,” 2007; “How Musharraf will quit not clear,” 2007).  

During this fourth period, there was also consistent domestic political opposition to 

Musharraf with an increasing number of politicians from different and opposing political 

parties uniting in the call for an end to Musharraf’s regime (“Time for Musharraf to 

resign: Jemima,” 2007; “APDM announces polls boycott,” 2007; “Imran urges opposition 

to boycott ‘sham’ elections,” 2007).  
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The media was arguably still nervous about the possibility of further blackouts 

during this period and did not publish as many stories discussing Chaudhry and the 

judiciary as it did during the last period. However, the stories that were published were 

almost all supportive of both Chaudhry and the judiciary and very detailed in their 

reporting criticisms of Musharraf’s policies (“Deposed judges release ruling against 

Musharraf,” 2007; “SC clears last hurdle in way of ‘Mr President’,” 2007).  

On the other hand, The News also portrayed Musharraf’s statements about his 

belief in media freedoms as a double standard, quoting Musharraf as saying that though a 

free press was important for the country, “the media cannot be allowed to promote 

disintegration” (“Musharraf talks about media limits,” 2007). All the while, The News 

language remained focused on criticisms of Musharraf’s staunch refusals to reinstate 

Chaudhry and members of the judiciary (“President can accept all demands but one,” 

2007). One story sarcastically editorialized Musharraf’s possible role as Pakistan’s future 

president: “In moments of candid reflection Musharraf may tell himself that ‘road to hell 

is paved with good intentions.’ Indeed it is. Pakistan’s politics is back to square one” 

(“Musharraf: The Days of the Khaki General,” 2007).  

The News language in the fourth time period demonstrated that Musharraf was 

losing the confidence and support of his western allies. In addition, domestic political and 

public opposition to Musharraf and support for Chaudhry and the judiciary were also 

increasing. And for the first time the Pakistani public was beginning to demand change 

through Musharraf’s removal and a full restoration of the judiciary. Equally important, 
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this period was also the first time The News language referring to Musharraf took on a 

measured, yet editorialized (and somewhat) critical slant. The Pakistani public’s call for 

change, Musharraf’s loss of international support, and the mobilization of Pakistani 

media in opposition to Musharraf all showed that the country was in the midst of the 

second stage of cognitive liberation: the demand for change.  

 

Period 5: January 19 – January 29, 2008 

The fifth time period analyzed in this study is the one just after Musharraf’s 

resignation as Pakistan’s army chief, and also just after Benazir Bhutto’s December 2007 

assassination. By this time Musharraf had stepped down as military leader, but remained 

Pakistan’s President and executive decision maker. Similar to the last time period, the 

language of The News remained partial but even more so than before, particularly in the 

details of the media restrictions and regarding Musharraf’s policies:  

Geo Television that started its broadcasts on August 14, 2002, marking its 

inauguration with Pakistan’s Independence Day, has been hugely popular. In 

January of 2004, the New York Times commented that “Geo has changed 

Pakistan’s media landscape”. In August 2007, a survey by the Herald Magazine, a 

prestigious publication allied with the Dawn Group, concluded that 68% of the 

public trusted Geo for information as compared to merely 11% for the state 

broadcaster, PTV and 7% for ARY and Aaj respectively. And in 2007 the 

International Brand Rating Organisation, Super Brands, declared Geo and Jang 

Group the top media brands of Pakistan.  

Given this popularity, public attachment and market position, Geo’s sudden 

disappearance from television screens was soon perceived as a void in Pakistani 

homes; many were quoted as saying they had stopped watching television. 

Thousands of journalists protested and hundreds of the general public, from all 

walks of life, thronged the Geo offices, in all cities, to demonstrate and sign 
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message books expressing their love and solidarity. There was a rush to buy 

satellite dishes across Pakistan, which led at one stage to the government banning 

the sale of satellite dishes (“President orders Geo back on air,” 2008).  

During this time period, The News language suggested a clear deterioration of 

Musharraf’s relationship with the West, particularly with the U.S. News stories portrayed 

a compromised Musharraf trying to convince his foreign allies that he would usher in free 

and fair democratic elections in Pakistan (“Musharraf assures EU of free polls,” 2008; 

“Look at Pakistani from Pakistan’s eyes, Musharraf tells West,” 2008; “Europe to suffer 

if Pak war on terror fails: Musharraf,” 2008). In one story, then U.S. Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice stated categorically that Musharraf needed to hold democratic 

elections within Pakistan as soon as possible (“Rice urges Musharraf to promote 

democracy,” 2008).  

Musharraf’s domestic political opponents, including Nawaz Sharif, Shahbaz 

Sharif, and Asif Ali Zardari were all also particularly vocal in their opposition to him, 

calling repeatedly for his resignation, and The News repeatedly covered the same rhetoric 

(“Shahbaz leaves London with harder stance against Musharraf,” 2008; “No indemnity 

for Musharraf from next parliament: Nawaz,” 2008). One story even quoted Musharraf’s 

former military peers in favor of his resignation (“Ex-generals demand Musharraf’s 

resignation,” 2008).  

Most of the stories mentioning Chaudhry and the judiciary in this period used 

language that was supportive of and sympathetic to the cause of the Lawyers’ Movement 

(“Police baton-charge lawyers in Islamabad,” 2008). Musharraf was criticized for his 
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dogmatic refusal to engage with the judiciary with even international watchdogs 

pressuring him to change his stance (“Brown must ask Musharraf to restore judiciary: 

HRW,” 2008; “Deposed judges, detained lawyers pose new challenge,” 2008).  

Interestingly, during this time period the language and coverage of many The 

News stories was supportive of pro-judiciary (and anti-Musharraf) public gatherings and 

there was a higher volume of language focusing on unwarranted government action 

against peaceful public gatherings (“Deposed judges, detained lawyers pose new 

challenge,” 2008; “Musharraf refuses to meet pro-judiciary activists,” 2008). The News 

language suggested the latter part of the second stage of cognitive liberation: not only 

was the Pakistani public opposed to Musharraf and supportive of Chaudhry and the 

judiciary, but it had begun taking concrete steps (demonstrations, marches, and other 

public gatherings) in its demands for change.  

In the face of an overtly partial media opposing Musharraf’s legitimacy, and even 

waning Musharraf support from other military and domestic political leaders, The News 

language in stories that discussed Musharraf’s anti-extremism and anti-terrorism policies 

made Musharraf sound desperate trying to convince his foreign allies to legitimize his 

Pakistani leadership (“Look at Pakistan from Pakistan’s eyes, Musharraf tells West,” 

2008; “Europe to suffer if Pak war on terror fails: Musharraf,” 2008). 

The News’ increasing editorializing of Musharraf’s tenuous power at the time 

made it seem as though Musharraf could not afford another media blackout. Stories 
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suggested that Musharraf was also trying to appease the Pakistani public by deflecting 

and relying once again on rhetoric about eradicating extremism and ensuring freedom and 

fairness in the upcoming democratic elections (“Extremists can’t take over Pakistan: 

Musharraf,” 2008). This shift is significant because it shows, especially in combination 

with the attribute agenda-setting study, the role the media, particularly The News, was 

actively playing in Musharraf’s increasing lack of support across the board: 

internationally, domestically, and in the press. It shows another step in the timeline of 

cognitive liberation. More specifically, it shows clearly the occurrence of the second 

stage of cognitive liberation where the need for change is clearly and consistently 

expressed and demanded.  

 

Period 6: June 01 – June 15, 2008 

This time period was the last one with Musharraf still acting as Pakistan’s 

president. During this period Musharraf announced his decision to resign in August, 2008 

and eventually followed through with that decision in November, 2008, leaving Pakistan 

for London in self-imposed exile (“Pervez Musharraf Fast Facts”, 2015). During this 

period Musharraf and the judiciary, led by Chaudhry, were still diametrically opposed 

and the president continued his refusal to reinstate the former chief justice as well as the 

other members of the judiciary he had previously forced to resign and this stalemate was 

the subject of many The News stories (“Deposed CJ vows to continue struggle,” 2008, 

“No soft corner for Musharraf, says Gilani,” 2008; “President assailed in NA,” 2008).  
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Though the previous period already showed the increasing incidence of lawyers’ 

marches for the restoration of the judiciary, this sixth time period included more anti-

Musharraf media rhetoric in The News than in any other period. The News not only 

reported numerous pro-Chaudhry and pro-judiciary public gatherings of politicians, 

students, academia, and social activists demanding a return to democracy, but also 

stressed the country’s need for the same within the stories: “the Long March is a sacred 

mission for them (students) because it is a matter of their as well as the nation’s future.” 

(“Thousands listen to deposed CJ at PHC,” 2008; “Students to join long march,” 2008; 

“Aitzaz to lead long march from Multan to Lahore today,” 2008; “Long march gets off 

the ground,” 2008).  

During this period, The News’ language opposing Musharraf for his media 

policies was particularly harsh. One news report read, “President Musharraf’s interaction 

with his choice group of electronic media anchorpersons on Saturday was a maddening 

mix of his veiled warnings and compromising hints for those pressing him to quit (“A 

hard to swallow mix of warnings, confessions,” 2008). In fact, even when not directly 

critical of Musharraf’s policies, The News included more and more quotes of other 

politicians condemning Musharraf’s leadership (“President assailed in NA,” 2008; 

“Musharraf be tried for treason: Nawaz,” 2008). Very few stories supported any of 

Musharraf’s policies or decisions. The ones that did express any kind of support for 

Musharraf were fleeting mentions of the few politicians that continued to rally for him, 

and The News language suggested this support was a power bid by politicians seeking 
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post-election political alliances (“Elahi to defend Musharraf tooth and nail,” 2008; “Ebad 

defends Musharraf,” 2008).  

Perhaps the most significant sign that Pakistan was experiencing cognitive 

liberation was the copious coverage of students joining the “long march” to restore the 

judiciary (“Students to join long march,” 2008). This was the first time in many decades 

that the youth had rallied in large numbers and openly opposed a dictatorial regime. 

Another first in Pakistan’s history of social movements was the culture of peaceful “sit-

ins” that ensued outside the parliament building (“Lawyers to stage sit-in at Parliament 

House, 2008; “Govt not to stop long march to Army House,” 2008; “Lawyers caravan 

heads for capital,” 2008). As mentioned The News language magnified the peaceful 

nature of the gatherings against Musharraf, but it also showed that during this time period 

even the federal government was supporting the long march (“Federal govt facilitating 

lawyers’ long march,” 2008). All the various social elements coming together for the first 

time in Pakistan’s recent history and incorporating historic global social movement 

tactics reflect how Pakistanis experienced the various stages of shifting consciousness 

associated with cognitive liberation. And based on the findings of the content analysis in 

the attribute agenda-setting study, as well as the language and timeline of The News’ 

coverage of the Lawyers’ Movement, Pakistani media mobilization was gradual but overt 

and proved a vital resource in the Movement reflecting the latter stages of cognitive 

liberation. In fact, The News language made it clear that by this time it would be very 
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difficult for Musharraf (and possibly even future governments) to force more media 

blackouts.  

The most telling story indicating The News group’s support for the judiciary and 

their openly anti-Musharraf stance was one reporting how GEO TV had once again been 

asked to stop two of its television programs “apparently under immense pressure from the 

Pakistani authorities” that were forcing the channel to stop “supporting the restoration of 

the deposed judges of the Supreme Court” (“Geo TV told to stop two popular 

programmes,” 2008). Immediately after the story was published, Pakistani media openly 

lashed out against the government forcing it to step back. This was also unprecedented in 

Pakistan, a country that has seen numerous media blackouts at the hands of all its 

previous dictators.  

Following this shift, The News language suggested that Musharraf’s relationship 

with the country’s media had completely changed. Musharraf, who had once forced 

shutdowns of all major news channels and broadcasts on a single order, was now in a 

position where he could only “complain(s) of scant coverage on state media” 

(“Presidency complains of scant coverage on state media,” 2008).  

The News language was more opposed to Musharraf’s actions and policies than 

ever before, and more supportive of Chaudhry and the judiciary than in any other period. 

This support/opposition was consistent at all levels: by this time period international, 

domestic political, public, and news media voices were united in their call to rid Pakistan 
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of Musharraf’s dictatorship, particularly in light of its damage to the country’s judicial 

independence. The support for Chaudhry and the judiciary was also consistent at all 

levels. This support/opposition was significant and reflected the third phase of shifting 

consciousness leading to cognitive liberation: people actually believing that they have the 

power to affect social change. 

 

Period 7: October 15 – October 30, 2008  

This last period is the one following Musharraf’s resignation as Pakistan’s 

president. Therefore, it had fewer stories about Musharraf than any of the other periods 

studied. The News language showed that Pakistani society was now openly critical of the 

once strong U.S.-Musharraf alliance (“Govt not aware of US-Musharraf deal on terror 

war: Sherry,” 2008). The News repeatedly quoted new President Asif Ali Zardari’s 

references to the continued judicial crisis as a political “mess” left behind by Musharraf 

(“Zardari invites Iftikhar to politics,” 2008; “Benazir’s murder: govt reluctant to act 

against Musharraf,” 2008; “Judicial crisis not over, PML-N reminds Zardari,” 2008).  

General Musharraf was the first dictator in Pakistan’s history to be removed 

successfully due to a wide scale national social movement. The qualitative exploration of 

support for/opposition to the main actors in the Lawyers’ Movement in this study 

supports the RQ that the language of The News coverage of General Pervez Musharraf, 

Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary during the Lawyers’ Movement 
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reflected the timeline of the three stages of shifting consciousness that must occur for 

cognitive liberation among collective actors. Further, it shows how Pakistanis 

experienced cognitive liberation progressing through the three stages over the course of 

the seven time periods, and with clear input and support from the Pakistani media.  
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Chapter 7: Discussion of Pakistan’s Cognitive Liberation  

& Social Movement Theory  

 

The events of the Lawyers’ Movement clearly suggested a move away from the 

repression of activism in Pakistan in the decades prior. So, at a theoretical level, what 

exactly allowed the Movement the sort of momentum it achieved? And where would 

social movement scholarship place the Movement? While the events surrounding the 

Lawyers’ Movement were complex political processes that exhibited elements of 

structural strain, the most crucial factor in the Movement’s success was the mobilization 

of the news media and its role in the Pakistani public’s growing belief in the possibility of 

the Lawyers’ Movement’s affecting social change.  

In Political Process and The Development of Black Insurgency, Doug McAdam 

(1999) established what he referred to as the Political Process Model, an improvement to 

classical models in explaining social movements, particularly psychological, structural 

strain, threat/opportunity, and resource mobilization theories. In his theory, McAdam 

acknowledged Charles Tilly’s notions about threats and opportunities as fundamentally 

important to the study of social action (Tilly, 1978). For McAdam, social scholarship 

needed to move beyond an analyses of opportunities to look at the structure of threats (or 

lack thereof) in a system that allows for a movement to take roots. Hence in a democratic 

society, with few formal barriers to mobilization, the lack of dire threats ties in with the 

political opportunities already available for mobilizing.  
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The Lawyers’ Movement presented Pakistan with the opportunity to stand against 

a dictator at his weakest. At the same time, internal and international pressures combined 

with media transparency made it hard for Musharraf’s regime to effectively threaten or to 

repress the Movement. Both the content analysis study here and the language of the news 

media during the Lawyers’ Movement support this idea.  

Musharraf’s popularity, both at home and abroad, had greatly dwindled by 2007-

08. The country was riddled with a number of domestic issues that were affecting 

Musharraf’s position. These included the judicial crisis, growing domestic extremism, 

and rumors of a power-sharing deal with former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 

(Robinson, 2007; Hasnain, 2007). Extremist elements within Pakistan were already 

opposed to Musharraf, owing to his pro-American stance, but in the face of a local 

judicial crisis Musharraf was confronted with more intense domestic opposition from 

Pakistan’s media, civil society and political parties than ever before (Baker & Robinson, 

2007). Even Washington reduced its support for its key ally in the War on Terror (Baker, 

2008). 

The Political Process Model argues that social movements emerge from a 

combination of increasing political opportunities accompanied by broad (political) 

processes, a solid base of indigenous organizational resources, and cognitive liberation or 

the collective belief among movement participants that the movement will succeed 

(McAdam, 1999). Once a movement begins, the role of movement leaders and the 

response of other groups and social forces are also vital (McAdam, 1999). This study 
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argues that it is precisely the political opportunities resulting from Musharraf’s unique 

role in Pakistan’s history, and media mobilization, that Pakistanis were able to move to 

the final stage in cognitive liberation.  

The political opportunities, events, and processes that allowed for the Lawyers’ 

Movement have already been discussed in detail. And it is argued here, that a political 

(rather than economic) interpretation of resource mobilization and cognitive liberation 

offer the key differences between an effective form of collective action in Pakistan in a 

contemporary setting as opposed to during the last few decades and dictatorships.  

Even after ending the emergency in Pakistan, Musharraf’s administration 

continued to limit press freedoms by banning live coverage of events related to the 

national elections. The administration warned private channels not to broadcast live 

reports from political rallies or live telephone call-in shows, and introduced a “Voluntary 

Code of Conduct” aimed at controlling content and coverage of political events 

(“Emergency in Pakistan,” 2007). Though the code was supposed to be voluntary, private 

stations could not broadcast again without agreeing to its terms, and consequently most 

channels soon signed. GEO TV was the last one to do so in January 2008. Journalism 

also remained a dangerous profession. According to the Pakistan Federation of the Union 

of Journalists, in 2007, seven media workers were killed, thirteen were physically 

harmed, five were abducted or disappeared, and many received direct threats (Khan & 

Joseph, 2008).  
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Under such state pressures, media organizations, especially GEO TV soon joined 

the Lawyers’ Movement, often defying administration wishes and occasionally being 

attacked. News channels, the Internet and mobile phones used by lawyers and other 

protestors in turn allowed them to mobilize even more citizens in response to the judicial 

crisis and state of emergency. Movement members began exhibiting cognitive liberation 

or the belief that the movement had to succeed. This was the precisely the Pakistani 

media’s agenda-setting effect on the public. Everyone, including the judiciary, private 

(capitalist) news channels, journalists, and political parties, stood to lose their rights and 

freedoms under the status quo of Musharraf’s military presidency. And the Movement’s 

message of urgency was framed in the context of universal relevance.  

In agenda-setting, media focus the attention of the public on particular issues and 

public figures and the attributes of these objects of attention (McCombs, 2014). 

Therefore, identifying a positive correlation between (media) agenda-setting and public 

opinion is key to examining the media’s role in cognitive liberation among movement 

participants. This second level agenda-setting effect is different from traditional agenda 

setting in that it focuses on attribute salience (Ghanem, 1997). In this study, the results of 

the content analysis of Musharraf’s positive or negative attributes were compared to 

positive and negative public perception of General Musharraf.  

Once the media decided to join the lawyers’ cause, it had an impact on the public 

agenda. The more the news media criticized Musharraf, the more his popularity waned. 

And when the media stopped criticizing Musharraf during media blackouts, his public 
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opinion ratings demonstrated a more positive trend. Lawyers’ Movement leaders 

included Chaudhry’s attorneys as well as prominent human Rights activists, but 

Chaudhry was the one to be framed as a hero and became the primary symbol of the 

Movement.  

The media’s message reached millions directly despite state government efforts to 

choke information. Academics, activists and columnists around the country echoed the 

same sentiment. And Pakistanis increasingly mobilized social networking sites and blogs 

to disseminate information. More than five thousand people joined a Facebook group 

titled “We Oppose Emergency in Pakistan,” which included links to online petitions, 

current news reports, and video clips recorded by detained opposition leaders (Khan & 

Joseph, 2008). An anonymous group of students launched a blog called The Emergency 

Times that soon became popular and provided daily citizen generated reports and updates 

on the emergency (Khan & Joseph, 2008). These are all signs of cognitive liberation 

taking hold among Movement supporters.  

Hence, it was the mobilization of news and new media and technology along with 

the media’s agenda-setting effect on public perception of the Lawyers’ Movement as 

fundamental to the rights of every Pakistani citizen that resulted in Musharraf’s eventual 

resignation. Political processes leading to the Lawyers’ Movement were complex and but 

also novel to Pakistan at the time of the Movement, and were also the fundamental 

difference between factors in earlier failed Pakistani protests and the 2007-08 Lawyers’ 

Movement. 
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Chapter 8: Summary & Conclusion  

 

Three attribute agenda setting hypotheses were tested in this study. The purpose 

of all three hypotheses was to see whether or not media coverage in The News had an 

affective attribute agenda-setting effect on public opinion of General Pervez Musharraf 

during the 2007-08 Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement. To test these hypotheses a content 

analysis examined the tone of the news coverage in The News and compared the results 

of this content analysis with four items from public opinion polls conducted at seven 

different time periods during the Lawyers’ Movement. 

The first hypothesis examined the direct influence of media coverage on public 

opinion: the evaluative tone of the news coverage of General Musharraf highlighted by 

The News during the Lawyers’ Movement influenced public opinion about Musharraf. 

This hypothesis received substantial support. Among the array of correlations linking 

media content and the four measures of public opinion, the strongest correlation (0.771) 

was between the rising number of negative news stories and rising disapproval of 

Musharraf’s performance.  

Two of the other three poll questions also showed strong agenda setting effects. 

The poll item, “The army should have no role in civilian government,” was framed 

negatively, and the strongest correlation (0.754) in those analyses was the 

correspondence between the trend in Musharraf’s negative image in the news and 
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agreement that the army should have no role in civilian government. Further 

complementing these findings was a strong correlation between the rising number of 

negative news stories about Musharraf and the decreasing mentions of him as the best 

person to handle Pakistan’s problems. All these correlations were strong support of H1 

that the tone of news stories about General Musharraf in The News during the Lawyers’ 

Movement influenced public opinion about Musharraf. Additional analyses with cross-

lag correlations and analyses stratifying both the cross-sectional and cross-lag data into 

two phases of three time periods provided even further support for this hypothesis.  

The second and third hypotheses examined the impact of news coverage of 

Musharraf’s opponents in the political arena on public opinion of the general. More 

specifically, the second and third hypotheses explored whether or not representations of 

Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry and the Pakistani judiciary in The News had 

an indirect attribute agenda-setting effect on public opinion regarding General Musharraf 

during the 2007-08 Pakistan Lawyers’ Movement. These hypotheses regarding the 

secondary impact of news coverage about Musharraf’s adversaries on his standing among 

the public received modest support at best.  

In sum, the coverage of Musharraf in The News during the Lawyers’ Movement 

had considerable influence on public opinion. Based on the content analysis findings 

alone, it was less clear that coverage of Chaudhry and the judiciary played a secondary 

role in Musharraf's declining standing among the public. Therefore, a qualitative analysis 

of the language in The News stories explored these relationships between news coverage 
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and public opinion, grounded in the concept of cognitive liberation. More specifically, 

this analysis asked: Did the language of The News coverage of General Pervez 

Musharraf, Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, and the judiciary during the Lawyers’ 

Movement reflect the timeline of the three stages of shifting consciousness that must 

occur for ‘cognitive liberation’ among collective actors?  

Examining The News language to see how the news media described the 

increasing or decreasing level of international, domestic, and media support for the main 

actors in the Lawyers’ Movement showed a consistent shift in the stages leading to 

cognitive liberation among Pakistanis. And most importantly, this analysis also supported 

the content analysis findings that The News played an active and partial role in the events 

that eventually lead to General Musharraf’s resignation.  

Based on the evidence in the attribute agenda-setting study as well as textual 

evidence from The News reportage, it is argued here that the Lawyers’ Movement was 

the historical point at which a global (relatively democratic) media culture could be seen 

permeating Pakistani culture and public opinion. The emerging increasingly 

commercialized and mobilized private media in Pakistan was due in part to changes in 

media technology and economy that, in turn, allowed the shift from a homogenous to a 

more diverse media and public opinion culture in Pakistan.  

The dimension of media organization used by authors Hallin and Mancini to 

describe Mediterranean media is a polarized, pluralist model (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). 
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As mentioned earlier, media organization in these countries is characterized by low 

political consensus; challenged legitimacy of political systems; high state intervention in 

media function; and high clientelism or alliances between potentially partisan media 

organizations and individual actors such as journalists, and political parties and 

organizations (Hallin & Mancini, 2004, Pp. 59-61).  

The results of the content analysis and textual analyses suggest cognitive 

liberation among Pakistanis as well as a diversification of public opinion. News media’s 

growing influence in the Lawyers Movement could mark an unprecedented shift in 

Pakistan’s changing media landscape rather than merely reflecting an anomalous, one-

time occurrence. This shift can be extremely significant in a country like Pakistan as 

media influence not only played a huge role in the public’s increasingly negative attitudes 

towards General Musharraf, but also in large part sparked the cognitive liberation among 

Pakistani news consumers that ultimately forced Musharraf out of office ushering the 

country into a more democratic political period.  

Since Musharraf’s resignation Pakistan has also seen its longest stretch of 

democratic governance and continued media diversification, globalization, and 

technological innovation. This is in line with the historic shift from polarized pluralistic 

systems to the more democratic corporatist media systems currently present in many 

European countries (Hallin & Mancini, 2004, p. 67). For Pakistan, these very media 

markers and changes could also potentially mark the shift from somewhat democratic 
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media towards a more permanent liberal media model such the one in the United States 

and the United Kingdom (Hallin & Mancini, 2004).  

The central thesis of this dissertation is that a consequence of the news media’s 

agenda-setting power was the creation of a sense of “cognitive liberation” and resource 

mobilization in Pakistan, such that a dictator propped up by a foreign power could 

nonetheless be removed through domestic forces. The language of The News analyzed 

here, coupled with the results of the attribute agenda-setting study suggest that Pakistani 

news media’s influence on public opinion did indeed play a significant role in General 

Musharraf’s removal from power.  
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Chapter 9: Limitations & Future Research 

 

One limitation of this study was the lack of more public opinion data regarding 

General Musharraf during the time period studied. This was another reason the second 

and third hypotheses were tested to strengthen/challenge the findings of the first 

hypothesis. However, regardless of limitations, the findings of this initial content analysis 

study suggest significant correlation between the Pakistani media’s agenda-setting effects 

on public opinion regarding General Musharraf. This information is significant on several 

levels. First, it is an important reference point in comparison with current representation 

of General Musharraf who has now situated himself as a possible democratically elected 

civilian leader in Pakistan’s future. Second, it is also a significant reference point in 

comparison to representations of past versus current dictators in Pakistan, as well as 

dictators versus democrats, and even newer political incumbents in the country.  

The way Pakistani media were mobilized during the Lawyers’ Movement and the 

particular political processes surrounding the Movement during 2007-08 help 

contextualize The News’ agenda-setting effect on Pakistanis opinions regarding General 

Pervez Musharraf. Resource mobilization, grievances, opportunities, and public 

perception of Musharraf in light of the events of the Movement created a unique set of 

circumstances in Pakistani history that arguably resulted in the downfall of a dictator.  
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The findings in this study are also a comment on the power and influence of the Jang 

Media Group in shaping public opinion. Future agenda-setting studies concerning 

Pakistan would benefit not only from more public opinion polls and surveys regarding 

various political leaders including general Musharraf, but also from examining various 

aspects of the most powerful media groups in Pakistan. This means looking at media’s 

agenda-setting effects in both English and Urdu; using multiple social, political, or 

economic issues to test the Pakistani media’s agenda-setting effects; researching multiple 

media formats: print, broadcast, online, and radio; and exploring agenda-setting effects 

during other social upheavals, movements, and politically charged times such as coups 

and general elections.  

In addition to the first and second level of agenda-setting analysis, researchers are 

currently analyzing a third level: network agenda-setting. This model extends the notion 

of news media’s success at telling us what to think about and how to think, and goes 

further by asserting that news media are also capable of telling us how to associate sets of 

objects and sets of attributes (Guo, 2011). This model has been tested in a series of 

empirical political communication studies in the United States. A third-level agenda-

setting study of General Musharraf and Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry during the 

Lawyers’ Movement could also yield some potentially significant results, while 

furthering the newer, third-level of agenda-setting in an international setting. 

In the network model individuals’ cognitive representations of constructs are 

presented as a network-like structure in which a particular node will generally be 
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connected to numerous other nodes (Kaplan, 1973). Therefore, if a reader views Chief 

Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry as a victim of political injustice, s/he could attach 

significance to the restoration of Chaudhry’s position as a symbol of democracy, or as 

Chaudhry being the hero to General Musharraf’s villain in the power struggle between 

the military and the judiciary between 2007 and 2008. 

News media may have the potential to affect the audience’s cognitive map by 

transferring the relationships, or the connections, among various elements on the media 

agenda to the public’s mind. In the research here, network agenda-setting would refer to 

connections between descriptions of Musharraf as an opponent to democracy; as a 

product of a dictatorial military; as anathema to human rights; as an opponent of judicial 

freedom; as an opponent of a free press, etc. The third level of agenda-setting would also 

refer to connections between descriptions of Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry as a victim 

of political persecution; as a proponent of democracy; to Chaudhry and the Lawyers’ 

Movement embodying hope for Pakistani democracy; and references to crackdowns on 

lawyers and dissidents supporting Chaudhry.  

In the case of the Lawyers’ Movement, multiple connections between 

Musharraf’s military rule and media portrayal of Musharraf as opposed to free and fair 

judicial process occurring more often than other aspects of Musharraf’s dictatorship 

could reveal the most prominent attributive relationships during the Lawyers’ Movement. 

Such connections could strengthen the argument that the media’s role in the 2007-08 

Lawyers’ Movement helped shape public opinion of Musharraf and Chaudhry, and also 
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shed further light on the attributes most successfully/unsuccessfully transferred to the 

Pakistani public. In other words, this third-level agenda-setting analysis could reveal the 

strongest attributive connections/associations between the Pakistani media and public 

during the Lawyers’ Movement, and in turn reveal the likeliest cause/s of General 

Musharraf’s political downfall.  
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Appendix  

 

Table 7: Content Analysis Results 

         

 

Feb12-Mar07, 
2007 

Jun13-Jul03, 
2007 

Aug29-Sep13, 
2007 

Nov19-Nov28, 
2007 

Jan19-Jan29, 
2008 

Jun01-Jun15, 
2008 

Oct15-Oct30, 
2008 

Total 
(N) 

Total 27 48 70 53 31 78 11 318 

Musharraf 
Positive 

20 12 15 19 10 6 0 82 

Musharraf 
Negative 

4 20 38 20 13 38 6 139 

Musharraf 
Neutral 

3 4 9 12 7 8 2 45 

Chaudhry 
Positive 

0 16 2 5 3 16 4 46 

Chaudhry 
Negative 

0 5 1 0 0 0 1 7 

Chaudhry 
Neutral 

0 4 4 0 0 1 0 9 

Judiciary 
Positive 

0 14 5 5 6 41 4 75 
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Table 7, cont. 

Judiciary 
Negative 

0 2 1 1 1 0 1 6 

Judiciary  
Neutral 

0 5 3 7 0 8 0 23 



 

 126 

 

Table 8: International Republican Institute’s Pakistan Public Opinion Poll Results (%) 

          

  

Feb12                     

-                     

Mar07,              

2007 

Jun13                    

-                     

Jul03,              

2007 

Aug29                        

-                        

Sept13,                

2007 

Nov19                        

-                       

Nov28,                

2007 

Jan19                       

-                       

Jan29,                 

2008 

Jun01                      

-                         

Jul15,             

2008 

Oct15                       

-                        

Oct30,                

2008 

The army should have no role in civilian government 

Agree 46 55 62 56 69 62 49 

Disagree 37 40 30 41 30 27 42 

Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?  

Approve 54 34 21 30 15 11   

Disapprove 26 49 62 60 72 75   

Do you think President Musharraf should resign? 

Yes    67 75 85   

No    9 16 9   

Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan? 

Pervez Musharraf 32 27 17 23 8 3 3 

Benazir Bhutto 25 32 28 31 0 7   

Nawaz Sharif 15 21 36 25 23 38 31 
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Table 9: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                             

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                   

Based on six time periods: Feb 12-Mar 07, 2007 to Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

 

Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  0.714   

Disapprove  -0.714   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  -0.334   

No  0.152   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  0.714   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.522   

Disagree  0.667   

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

 “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.771   

Disapprove  0.771   

…“Do you think President Musharraf should resign?” 

Yes  0.273   

No  -0.091   
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Table 9, cont. 

    

…“Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.771   

…“The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.754   

Disagree  -0.725   
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Table 10: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                     

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same three time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                          

Feb 12-Mar 07, 2007; Jun 13-Jul 03, 2007; and Aug 29-Sept 13, 2007 

    
Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” 

Approve  1.000
**
  

Disapprove  -1.000
**
  

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” 

Pervez Musharraf  1.000
**
  

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -1.000
**
  

Disagree  0.500  

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” 

Approve  -1.000
**
  

Disapprove  1.000
**
  

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” 

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000
**
  

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000
**
  

Disagree  -0.500  
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Table 11: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                       

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same three time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                   

Nov 19-Nov 28, 2007; Jan 19-Jan 29, 2008; and Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

    
Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” 

Approve  1.000
**
  

Disapprove  -1.000
**
  

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?” 

Yes                                                                                                1.000** 

No                                                                                                 -1.000** 

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” 

Pervez Musharraf  1.000
**
  

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.500  

Disagree  1.000
**
  

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” 

Approve  -.1000
**
  

Disapprove  1000
**
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Table 11, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?” 

Yes  1.000
**
  

No                        -1.000  

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?” 

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000
**
  

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500  

Disagree  -1.000
**
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Table 12: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                    

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  0.500   

Disapprove  -0.500   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  0.500   

No  -0.500   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  0.406   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.406   

Disagree  -0.551   

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.600   

Disapprove  0.600   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?” 

Yes  -0.500   

No  0.500   
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Table 12, cont. 

 

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.725   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.290   

Disagree  0.406   

        
 

First question (six time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Oct15-Oct30, 2008 

Second question (five time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (six time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Feb12-Mar07, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Oct15-Oct30, 2008 

 

 



 

 134 

Table 13: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                                           

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  1.000**   

Disapprove  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf 

   “The army should have no role in civilian government”   

Agree  -1.000**   

Disagree  1.000**   

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000**   

Disagree  -1.000**   

    

 
Based on two time periods: 

Content analysis dates: February 12-March 07, 2007 – June 13-July 03, 2007 

IRI public opinion poll dates: June 13-July 03, 2007 – August 29-September 13, 2007
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Table 14: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Musharraf                                                                                  

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  1.000**   

Disapprove  -1.000**   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  -1.000**   

No  1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000**   

Disagree  1.000**   

 

Negative Musharraf representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?” 

Yes  -1.000**   

No  1.000**   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?” 

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   
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Table 14, cont. 

 

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -1.000**   

Disagree  -1.000**   

    

 
 

Based on two time periods: 

Content analysis dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Jan19-Jan29, 2008 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Table 15: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                        

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                                                                

Based on the same five time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                       

Jun 13-Jul 03, 2007, to Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  0.100   

Disapprove  -0.100   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  0.205   

No  -0.205   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  0.100   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.359   

Disagree  -0.103   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   
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Table 15, cont. 

    

“Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree 

  --   
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Table 16: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                        

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same two time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                           

Jun 13-Jul 03, 2007; and Aug 29-Sept 13, 2007 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  1.000
**
   

Disapprove  -1.000
**
   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  1.000
**
   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -1.000
**
   

Disagree  1.000
**
   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree  --   
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Table 17: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                            

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same three time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                        

Nov 19-Nov 28, 2007; Jan 19-Jan 29, 2008; and Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000
**
   

Disapprove  1.000
**
   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000
**
   

No  -1.000
**
   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000
**
   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  -1.000
**
   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Yes  --   

No  --   
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Table 17, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree  --   
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Table 18: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                        

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.400   

Disapprove  0.400   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.400   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.316   

Disagree  -0.632   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   
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Table 18, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree  --   
        

 

 

First question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Second question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 
Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Table 19: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                              

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000**   

Disagree  -1.000**   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree  --   
        

 
Based on two time periods: 

Content analysis dates: February 12-March 07, 2007 – June 13-July 03, 2007 

IRI public opinion poll dates: June 13-July 03, 2007 – August 29-September 13, 2007 
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Table 20: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of Chaudhry                                                                                       

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  -1.000**   

 

Negative Chaudhry representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Yes  --   

No  --   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Approve  --   

Disapprove  --   
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Table 20, cont. 

    

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  --   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  --   

Disagree  --   
        

 

 

Based on three time periods: 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008  

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Table 21: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary 

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same five time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                       

Jun 13-Jul 03, 2007 to Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.300   

Disapprove  0.300   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  0.564   

No  -0.051   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.300   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.103   

Disagree  -0.410   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  0.700   

Disapprove  -0.700   
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Table 21, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Approve  -0.462   

Disapprove  -0.051   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  0.700   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -0.359   

Disagree  0.616   
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Table 22: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary 

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                              

Based on the same two time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                                           

Jun 13-Jul 03, 2007 and Aug 29-Sept 13, 2007 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  1.000
**
   

Disapprove  -1.000
**
   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  1.000
**
   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -1.000
**
   

Disagree  1.000
**
   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  1.000
**
   

Disapprove  -1.000
**
   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  1.000
**
   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  -1.000
**
   

Disagree  1.000
**
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Table 23: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary 

(Cross-sectional correlations)                                                                                                                                                          

Based on same three time periods for each variable:                                                                                                                                       

Nov 19-Nov 28, 2007; Jan 19-Jan 29, 2008; and Jun 01-Jun 15, 2008 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000
**
   

Disapprove  1.000
**
   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000
**
   

No  -1.000
**
   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000
**
   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  -1.000
**
   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  0.500   

Disapprove  -0.500   
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Table 23, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  -0.500   

No  0.500   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  0.500   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  0.500   
        



 

 152 

Table 24: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary                                                                                 

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with:  

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.400   

Disapprove  0.400   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.400   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.316   

Disagree  -0.632   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -0.400   

Disapprove  0.400   
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Table 24, cont. 

 

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -0.400   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.316   

Disagree  -0.632   
        

 

 

First question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Second question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Third question (three time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 

Fourth question (four time periods): 

Content analysis dates: Jun13-Jul03, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Table 25: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary                                                                                  

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000**   

Disagree  -1.000**   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  1.000**   

Disagree  -1.000**   
        

 
Based on two time periods: 

Content analysis dates: February 12-March 07, 2007 – June 13-July 03, 2007 

IRI public opinion poll dates: June 13-July 03, 2007 – August 29-September 13, 2007 
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Table 26: Trend in news coverage and public opinion of the judiciary                                                                                   

(Cross-lag correlations) 

      
Positive judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Approve  -1.000**   

Disapprove  1.000**   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  

Yes  1.000**   

No  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  -1.000**   

 

Negative judiciary representations in The News correlated with: 

 

   “Do you approve or disapprove of the job President Musharraf is doing?”  

Yes  -1.000**   

No  1.000**   

   “Do you think President Musharraf should resign?”  
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Table 26, cont. 

 

Approve  1.000**   

Disapprove  -1.000**   

   “Which one leader do you think can best handle the problems facing Pakistan?”  

Pervez Musharraf  -1.000**   

   “The army should have no role in civilian government” 

Agree  0.500   

Disagree  -1.000**   
        

 
 

 

Based on three time periods: 

Content analysis dates: Aug29-Sep13, 2007 – Jan19-Jan29, 2008 

IRI public opinion poll dates: Nov19-Nov28, 2007 – Jun01-Jun15, 2008 
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Figure 5 

Do you approve or disapprove of the job  

President Musharraf is doing? (%) 

Figure 6 

Do you think President Musharraf should resign? (%) 
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Figure 8 

Negative representation of Chaudhry (%) 

Figure 7 

The army should have no role in civilian government (%) 
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Figure 9 

Negative representation of the Judiciary (%) 
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