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Large Increase in Center's Federal Funding
f n the recent national competition for Title VI funding from the U.S. Department
I of Education, the Center for Middle Eastern Studies has won an award totaling
nearly one million dollars for the years 7997-2000. This sum represents an increase
of 52 percent in the Center's Title VI funding over the previous three-year period
and the highest level of federal support enjoyed by the Center since its establish-
ment in 1960. The Center's grant was the largest total award to any single Middle
East center in the country for educational activities as a federally-designated
National Resource Center and for Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS)

fellowships. The allocation for fellowships was almost tripled (from $52,000 to
$138,000 ayear), making it the highest to any single center.

The Center's grant proposal drew praise from both the Department of Educa-
tion program officers and the outside reviewers, receiving perfect or nearly perfect
scores in practically every category. One of the evaluators rated the Center as "the
leading public university Middle East Center." The application process, which
followed new Department of Education guidelines and priorities, required each
center to present a large body of information, including a narrative addressing
dozens of questions about its program and laying out a three-year development
plan accompanied by a detailed budget. Center Director Abraham Marcus guided
the preparation of the proposal and wrote the narrative. The Center staff and
faculty provided invaluable assistance and input.

The generous award will support a wide array of initiatives and activities over
the next three years, including new courses and language instruction programs,
conferences, workshops, lectures, library acquisitions, outreach, on-line projects,
musical performances, film festivals, and other special events. The increased
funding also raises dramatically the level of fellowship support for our students.

Recipients of 1997-98 Academic Year FLAS Fellowships
(Back rou,left to right) Adrian Mclntyre, Mieke Cu¡tis-Richardson, Liesl Riddle, Anver Emon,

Jonathan Wyrtzen; (front row)Heather Fergusor¡ Liana Brooks, Stefanie Ellis, Stephen Peterson

Fellowship Support at
Unprecedented Level

rl-his academic vear the Center will
I be able to awárd $160,000 in stu-

dent fellowships and grants. All but
$4,500 of this sum comes from outside
funds and is available in addition to
university-funded awards. This level
of financial support, which is unprec-
edented, will make it possible for the
Center to help 25-30 students pursue
study and research related to the
Middle East. (In the 7996-97 academic
year, the Center made 26 awards to-
taling $146,000, which was a record-
high amount.) Competitions will be
held during the spring semester for
the following awards:

ELAS (F or eign Lønguøge ønd Ar e a
S tu di e s) F ell o w shþ s. Nine academic-
year fellowships and four summer
fellowships totaling $138,000 will be
awarded to graduate students from
all disciplines. The awards are funded
by the U.S. Department of Education.

The Ann Grøbhorn Fñday En-
dowed Presidentiøl Fellowship in
Middle Eøstern Studies. This new fel-
lowship, with the estimated amount
of $3,000 in its first year, will be
awarded to a Center graduate student
(more details on page 2).

Sociøl ScienceslMiddle Eøstern
Studies Reseørch Grønts. The Center
will award two grants of $4,500 each
to support researchprojects by gradu-
ate students in social-science disci-
plines. The awards are funded by a

Ford Foundation grant and by contri-
butions from the Center for Middle
Eastern Studies and the School of
Graduate Studies.

continued onbøckpøge



A New Fellowship in Memory of Ann Grabhorn Friday
She assisted countless students and
faculty with materials on the region,
and presented numerous workshops
for elementary and secondary school
students and teachers as well as for
community groups. She authored 11

curricular units on the Middle East
published by the Center, six of them
completed with a grant from the U.S.
Department of Education. She coordi-
nated a national conference on "The
Role of Education in Cross-Cultural
Communication" for the U.S. Interna-
tional Communication Agency in 1980.

In 1984 she co-organized a national
conference on "Promoting Citizen Un-
derstanding of the Middle East," co-
sponsored by the Middle East Out-
reach Council and The ]ohnson Foun-
dation. Ann was a founding member
of the Middle East Outreach Council,
and served as a member of its board
(1982-85) and as editor of its Newslet-
ter (1983-84). She was also a board
member of the Texas Association of
Middle East Scholars (1982-84).

After leaving the Center, Ann re-
turned to teaching. She worked for
six years at Anderson High School in
Austin, where she was instrumental
in setting up the International Bacca-
laureate Program. In 1992 sheleftfull-
time teaching to launch ExCet Re-
views, which offered courses designed
to prepare teachers for their state cer-
tification examinations in their sub-
ject matter areas. The business grew
rapidly, andby 1995 Annwas offering
courses in several Texas cities. She

also taught geography on a part-time
basis at Austin Community College.

The Center expresses its deep ap-
preciation for this generous gift. We
are proud to be able to participate in
honoring the memory of a cherished
colleague and friend, and in keeping
that memory alive in the academic
program of which she was part.

The fellowship endowment can
be augmented by additional
individual gifts, which will increase
the amount of the annual award. Those
interested in making a donation can
contact Center Director Abraham
Marcus for informati<¡n.

-l-h" university has established an
I Endowed Presidential Fellowship

in Middle Eastern Studies named af-
ter Ann Grabhorn Friday, the Center's
former Outreach Coordinator, who
was killed in a car accident in 1995 at
age 40. The fellowship was funded by
generous donations from Ann's hus-
band, Mr. Philip C. Friday, fr., and
from her relatives and many friends.
The gift, in the amount of $100,000,
creates a permanent endowment for
the CenterforMiddle Eastern Studies.
The funds distributed from the en-
dowment will be used for an annual
award to a Center graduate student,
with preference for one concentrating
on study of the Arab world and fur-
ther preference for a female student.
The first award, to be made for the
7998-99 academic year, will have an
estimated stipend of $3,000. The
amount of the award will be larger in
subsequent years.

The fellowship is a fitting memo-
rial to Ann, whose work at the Center
was inspired by a love for Middle
Eastern studies. Ann served as the
Center's full-time Outreach Coordi-
nator from 1980 to 1985. With a
master's degree in Education, train-
ing in Arabic, field experience in the
Middle East, and boundless energy,
she brought special qualifications to
her job. Many of us remember her
collegiality and sense of commitment.

Ann's professional accomplish-
ments in the Center were impressive.

Two New Joint-Degree
Programs

tTlhe Center has established two new
I ¡oir,t-d"gr"" programs that

broaden the range of opportunities
available to graduate students inter-
ested in combining a professional de-
gree with a master's degree in Middle
Eastern Studies. The School of Law
and the Center now offer a joint pro-
gram that leads to two graduate de-
grees, the Doctor of jurisprudence and
the M.A. in Middle Eastern Studies. It
is structured so that students can earn
both degrees simultaneously in ap-
proximately four academic years
(rather than five years if the two de-
grees are pursued sequentially). The
program responds to an increased
need in both the public and private
sectors for legal specialists with an
advanced knowledge of the languages
and cultures of the Middle East and
North Africa.

The second joint-degree program,
established with the Graduate School
of Llbrary and Information Science,
allows students to combine study for
the Master of Library and Information
Science with study for the M.A. in
Middle Eastern Studies. The program
is structured so that students can earn
both degrees simultaneously in ap-
proximately tl-rree academic years (in-
stead of four years if the two degrees
are pursuecl one at a time). The
program's goals are twofold: to train
students for careers in Middle Eastern
studies with major responsibilities in
information management; and to pre-
pare students for careers in informa-
tion services that may include posi-
tions in academic libraries or special
collections related to Middle Eastern
studies.

The new programs were initiated
by Center Director Abraham Marcus.
They join the three dual-degree pro-
grams established earlier with the
School of Business, the LB] School of
Public Affairs, and the College of Com-
munication. Together, the five pro-
grams offer a set of special educa-
tional options that few other schools
in the country make available.



I group of ]3 stuclents partici-
f\,pated in the Center's 7997 sum-
mer program in Istanbul, organized
jointly with the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. During seven
busy weeks they took courses at
Bofaziçi University and enjoyed a rich
variety of excursions, lectures, and
social activities. The program was
highly successful, winning praise from
the students for the extraordinary edu-
cational experience and the able on-
site administration by the academic
director, Dr. Yrldrray Erdener, and his
assistant Dr. Pelin Bapcr.

The Center is now receiving ap-
plications for the summer 7998 pro-
gram, which will be held from June 21
to August 9. Participants can earn up
to nine hours of credit for courses of-
fered by the summer school at Boiaziçi
University and taught in English in
classes attended by Turkish students.
They will visit Istanbul's historical sites
on weekly excursions and have an
extended weekend trip to Troy and
Gallipoli. They will also be able to
attend special lectures by Turkish
scholars and a variety of music and
dance performances presented by the
International Istanbul Festival.

Dr. Ian Manners, Professor of Ge-
ography and Middle Eastern Studies
at the University of Texas, will accom-
pany the group as academic director.
Dr. Pelin Baçcr, Assistant Professor of
Turkish Studies at Portland State Uni-
versity, will serve as resident coordi-
nator and live with the students in the
Boþaziçi dormitory.

Students from any accredited
institution in the United States may
apply. For information, contact Ian
Manners at (572) 477-5776,
irnanners@uts.cc.utexas.edu; or
Marjorie Payne at (512) 477-3887,
mpayne@uts.cc.utexas.edu.

Special
Middle

Courses on
East Business

tT-he Center is now offering a two-
I semester sequence of courses fo-

cusing on doing business in the Middle
East. "Doing Business in Israel" is
taught in the fall semester by Daniel
Laufer, a University of Texas MBA
and a consultant on investment op-
portunities in Israel. The course is fol-
lowed in the spring semester by "Do-
ing Business in the Arab World,"
taught by Dr. David Lesch. Lesch is an
Associate Professor of Middle Eastern
history at Trinity University in San
Antonio and a consultant on business
projects in the Arab countries.

The courses combine study of the
business environment with practical
information on pursuing business ven-
tures. They offer students an unusual
opportunity to obtain informed knowl-
edge of the region's business condi-
tions and to work on individual class
projects that apply this knowledge
with expert guidance.

Two related courses are "Business
in Emerging Markets," taught by Dr.
Kate Gillespie; and "Economic Devel-

The Istanbul Summer Program opment of the Middle East and North
Afuica," to be offered in the fall by
Ward Sayre through a joint arrange-
ment between the Center and the De-
partment of Economics.

Expansion of Academic
Ties with Morocco

Qit-t." 1993, when the University of
t-f Texas and Mouìay lsmail Univer-
sity in Meknès signed an agreement
of academic cooperation, fruitful re-
lations have developed between the
two institutions. Cooperative pro-
grams as well as reciprocal visits of
students and faculty have worked to
nurture these ties.

The Tracking Cultures Program
will be taking students to Morocco
this coming summer for the third year,
and Meknès will serve again as the
group's home base. A professor from
Moulay Ismail, Dr. Abdelm ajid Hajji,
is visiting the campus for the spring
semester to serve as an advisor to the
program; he has an office in the Cen-
ter and is participating in its academic
activities. An intensive Arabic lan-
guage program directed by Dr. Aman
Attieh was held in Meknès in summer
7997 for a group of 14 students (four
from UT and ten from other schools).
In addition, two Center graduate stu-
dents, Roxanne Brame and Janice
Curreri, spent the 7996-97 academic
year as exchange students at Moulay
Ismail, taking courses and doing re-
search.

In fall 7997 Center Director
Abraham Marcus visited Moulay
Ismail University as a guest of Dr.
Driss Ouaouicha, Dean of the Faculty
of Letters and Humanities. Marcus
met with the president of the univer-
sity and with faculty, arranged the
official renewal of the original agree-
ment of academic cooperation , and
developed plans for new joint projects
and expanded academic exchanges.
The Center has offered to support
Moulay Ismail's libraries with dona-
tions of duplicate copies of books, and
has already prepared a first shipment
of journals and monographs.



New Faculty
-l-h* ranks of faculty teaching
I courses on the Middle East have

been strengthened in the last two years
by the addition of facultyin a number
of disciplines.

Zilla Goodman joined the De-
partment of Middle Eastern Lan-
guages and Cultures. She is complet-
ing her Ph.D. at the University of
Cape TowlL in South Africa. Her in-
terests are modern and contempo-
rary Hebrew fiction and poetry,
women and gender in |udaism, the
Bible, and North American and Com-
monwealtl-L jewish literature.

Akel Kahera joined the Depart-
ment of Middle Eastern Languages
and Cultures as an Assistant Profes-
sor. He received his Ph.D. from
Princeton University after a career as

Zìlla Goodman

Akel Kahera

an architect. His main fields of interest
are architecture and urbanism in the
Muslim world, non-Western art his-
tory, and law and habitat in medieval
Spain and North Africa.

Daniel Laufer is a part-time Lec-
turer in Middle Eastern Studies and
International Business who teaches a

course on "Doing Business in Israel."
He holds an MBA from the University
of Texas and works as a consultant on
investment opportunities in Israel.

Daniel Laufer

AdamZachary Newton is anAssociate
Professor (effective September 1998) in
the Departmentof English. Hereceived
his Ph.D. fromHarvardUniversity, and
is the author of the award-winning
book Narratiae Etltics, and the forth-
coming Facing Blnck nnd lewish Litern-
ttn'e as Public Spnce. FIis interests in-
clude Jewish literatures ger-rerally and
intercultural studies.

Adam Zachary Newton

Mark Southern, who received his
Ph.D. from PrincetonlJniversity, is an
Assistant Professor in the Department
of Germanic Languages. He has taught
at Flarvard, Princeton, and Carthage
College. His courses and research are
in the fields of historical linguistics
and comparative Semitic, Indo-Ira-
nian, and Anatolian linguistics.

Barbara Wolbert

Barbara Wolbert is a Visiting As-
sociate Professor in the Department of
Germanic Languages. She received her
Ph.D. in Social Anthropology from the
University of Cologne and holds a

faculty position in the University of
Fine Arts in Berlin. She will be teach-
ing at UT for at least two years. FIer
major fields of interest are migration,
ritual and representation, and the so-

cial anthropology of Turkey, Western
Europe, and the Mediterranean.

Mark Southern



Outreach News

f n June 7997 the Center's Outreach
I program offered two In ternet work-
shops for teachers. Organizedjointly
with the three other area-studies cen-
ters on campus, the workshops pro-
vided guidance on using the Internet
and its area-studies resources in the
classroom. The workshops attracted
over 100 teachers from around Texas.
A follow-up workshop for Northside
Independent School District was held
in the fall. The workshops have been
highly successful, and in the last three
years have helped over 250 teachers
integrate Internet resources into their
instruction.

The Center and the other area-
studies centers on campus publish a
joint outreach newsletter, Hemispher es,

which is sentto teachers around Texas.
The newsletter is now available
electronically as well through the
centers' joint outreach listserv, which
also announces workshops and other
opportunities for teachers and reaches
a large number of individual teachers.
To subscribe, send a message to
lisþro@mdeeþ.cc.utexas.edu, leaving
the subjectlineblankandinthemessage
area typing "subscribe HEMISPHERES
Firstname Lastname."

The Texas Association of Middle
East Scholars (TAMES) lneld its 7997
meeting at Texas A&M International
University in Laredo, Texas. Over 80
people attended, presented and heard
papers on a wide range of topics, and
enjoyed the hospitality shown by the
hosts. The TAMES annual meeting has

established itself as an active academic
forum for faculty and graduate stu-
dents from colleges and universities
around Texas.

The Center's two public humani-
ties exhibits,Istanbul: Portrait of a City
andLife on theNile, traveled to several
sites around the United States. Viewed
so far by over 21,000 people, they con-
tinue to offer to a nationwide public
interesting windows on the culture
and history of the Middle East.

Deborah Littrell, the Center's Out-
reach Coordinator, has completed six
years of service in various capacities
on the board of the Middle East Out-
reach Council. She now coordinates
the Council's Web site, http:/ /
menic.utexas.edu/ menic / meoc /,
which is hosted on the Center's UT-
MENIC Web site.

New Grants Program
Invites Regional Scholars

Th* Center is introducing a new
I three-year program designed to

assist faculty members at universities
and colleges in Louisiana, Oklahoma,
and Texas to conduct research on the
Middle East using resources available
at the University of Texas at Austin.
Several small grants of up to $750 each
are available to help cover travef lodg-
ing, and meal expenses. Recipients will
be appointed as Visiting Scholars dur-
ing their stay in Austin and will have
access to library and computation cen-
ter facilities as well as hands-on train-
ing in the use of UT-MENIC, the
Center's information service on the
Web. Research trips maybe conducted
at any time up to August 74,7998.

Applicants should send a letter
describing their proposed research and
indicating the dates of their visit, to-
gether with a curriculum vita that in-
cludes a list of the courses they teach.
Applications should be sent to Center
Director Abraham Marcus by March
37, 7998. Funding for the program is
made available through the Center's
Title VI grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

UT-MENIC Attracts Praise
and Millions of Visits

f iu" years after its pioneering
I launchof aMiddle Eastern studies
information service on the Internet,
the Center continues to expand the
successful system and maintain its
prominence as the leading academic
Web site in the field. The site, UT-
MENIC, now receives nearly two mil-
lion electronic visits ayear from users
all over the world and has been rated
as "the single best Web site for Middle
Eastern studies" in a recent academic
reviewof hundreds of majorWeb sites.
The review praised the system for its
unmatched coverage and ease of use.
"This regional microcosm," il said, "is
equally useful to undergraduates and
area studies specialists" (Choice, Spe-
cial Supplement, August 1997).

UT-MENIC (University of Texas
Middle East Network Information
Center) offers the most comprehen-
sive directory of on-line information
on the Middle East and North Africa,
with linkages to hundreds of sites
worldwide, includinginstitutes, librar-
ies, news, media, government data-
bases and reference works. Newly de-
signed menus allowusers to search for
data easily by countries and subjects.
The system also offers on-line courses,
curricular units for primary and sec-
ondary schools, professional and aca-
demic information, and publications
(including the full 200-page text of Part
I of Istanbul Boy, tlne popular memoirs
of the late Turkish writer Aziz Nesin).
In addition, UT-MENIC hosts the sites
for the Middle East Outreach Council
(MEOC) and the Texas Association of
Middle East Scholars.

The Center is working on plans to
expand the service and add new pub-
lications and databases in the field of
Middle Eastern studies. Suggestions
and comments from users are wel-
come. UT-MENIC's Web site is at
http: / / rnenic.utexas.edu / menic.html

rS/



Center Publications

Th" Center has just published its

I Stst book, Flight Against Time bY

Emily Nasrallah. A translation by Issa

Boullata of øl -IqIn" nks al-znmnn, the nov eI

examines the strength of kin ties
against the pull of national identity. It
follows the lives of three generations
in a Lebanese family, sketching a mov-
ing picture of the dispersal of a tradi-
tional family across the world in the
wake of the Lebanese Civil War.

Three other publications appeared
recently in the Modern Middle East

Literatures in Translation Series. l'/o
Rattling of Sabers: An Anthology of Is-
rqeli Wsr Poetry by Esther Raizen (the

University of Texas) offers a selection
of poems reflecting attitudes toward
Israel's wars over the last fifty years.

Written by soldiers, wives, and moth-
ers as well as famous Israeli writers,
the poems are presented in the origi-
nal Hebrew alongside Raizen's En-
glish translations. In her introduction,
Raizen explores the meaning and lit-
erary value of poetry written with a

defined political message and in the
context of current events.

Tlrc Game of F or getting w as written
by the renowned Moroccan author
Mohamed Berrada and translated from
tl-re Arabic original (Ltl'bat nl-nisyan)

by Issa Boullata. Told from several
viewpoints, the novel Presents a

postmodern narrative of one family's
experiences during Morocco's war of
independence. KirktLs Reuieus de-
scribed tl as "a wise, humane, and

l-lightAgainstTime

deeply involving work. " The book was
adopted in England by Quartet Press.

Curfew is alranslation of the novel
lJçbeçkisiby Adalet A[ao[lu, one of
Turkey's leading novelists and play-
wrights. The translator, John Goulden,
served as British Ambassador to An-
kara. The book's plot is set in Turkey
of 1980, a turbulent time of military
takeover, martial law, and curfews. It
focuses on seven characters in An-
kara, Istanbul, and Eskiçehir and the
decisions they make in the course of
one night's curfew. Theirthoughts and
mental states reflect the dilemmas
faced by the nation of TurkeY at the
time. The narrative is presented in a

complex stream-of-consciousness
style. "Convincing characterizations

and a keen sense of how cultural his-
tory influences personal destiny make
this an absorbing and unusually satis-

fying realistic novel. " (Kitkt n Reaiew s)

Two historical studies aPPeared

in the Modern Middle East Series spon-

sored by the Center and published by
the University of Texas Press. Wontett

nnd Men in Late Eighteenth-Centu'Y
Egyptby Afaf Marsot draws on arcl-Li-

val documents to investigate the struc-
ture of Egyptian society and the finan-
cial power achieved by women. Sløzres

into Worlcers: Enuncipation nndLnbor in
Coloninl Sudan by Ahmad Sikainga
offers a revisionist study of the pro-
cess of slave emancipation and the
development of wage labor in the
Sudan under British rule.

The Center has also issued an uP-
dated edition of The Islqmic Moaement

inNorth Africa in its Middle East Mono-
graph Series. François Burgat pub-
lished the original French version in
1988. He and William Dowell trans-
lated and updated the work for the
English edition issued by the Center in
7993. For the new edition Burgat has

added an epilogue to bring the book
up to date and an index of names.

The Islømic
Moaement in
North Africø

New Edition

by
François Burgat
William Dowell

Three new publications are forth-
coming: Retu'n to Childhood: The Ment-
oir of a Modern Moroccnn Womøn bY

Leila Abouz eid; Att hútodtLction to tlrc
Critique ot' Arcrb Rensott by Mohamed
Al-Jabri; and Men nnd P opulnt MtLsic itt
Algerin: An Annlysis of tlrc Social Sigttifi-
cnnce of Rniby Marc Schade-Poulsen.
Center books can be ordered through
UT Press, tel . (572) 477-7233; or on-line
at www.utexas.edu /utpress /



Library News
11 bazar Sepehri, the Middle East

fL fibrarian, made acquisition trips
to Syria, Turkey, and Azerbaijan in the
last two years with Center support.
He purchased hundreds of books in
the three countries, which were tar-
geted with an eye to strengthening the
collection in less developed areas. The
Syrian publications augmented an al-
ready impressive Arabic-language col-
lection of nearly 70,000 volumes. The
Turkish and Azerbaijani collections,
after a decade of attentive develop-
ment, have reached sizable ProPor-
tions. In addition to thousands of
monographs they now include a nearly
complete set of Turkish and
Azerbaijani periodicals that is prob-
ably unique in the country. Sepehri
has published a lengthy article on the
history and holdings of UT's Middle
East collectionfor the 1997 issteof The

Librøry Chronicle of The Uniuersity ot'

Texns øt Austin.
A unique collection-the Devel-

opment Communication Archive-
was recently donated to the univer-
sity by the U.S. Agency of Interna-
tional Development. It includes 350

boxes of records on issues ranging
from agriculture and the environment
to health and community develoP-
ment. About one quarter of these
records covers Middle Eastern
projects. Other Middle Eastern re-
search materials of note are the Hu-
manities Research Center's massive
collection of authors' personal papers,
which includes the papers of T. E'
Lawrence, Paul Bowles, Freya Starþ
Richard Burton, and others with a

Middle Eastern connection; and some
2,100 volumes of census records from
Middle Eastern countries housed in
the Population Research Center.

The Center has increased substan-
tially its financial support of the Middle
East collection for the next three years,
bringing it up to $100,000. This alloca-
tion from the Center's federal grant,
supplemented by additional funds
raised by the Center from other out-
side sources, will go towardbook pur-
chases, acquisition trips, and library
staff salaries.

New On-Line Bibliography on Muslim Women

f hrough a Center initiative, the
I library has put online a major

bibliography on Muslim women which
is available for searching by UT stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. The work-
Muslim Women Throughout the World:

A Biblio gr øphy by Michelle Kimball and
Barbara von Schlegell-was published
in a hardcover edition by LYnne
Rienner in 7997 . With the support of
the General Libraries and the Women's
Studies Program, the Center negoti-
ated the purchase of the electronic
rights to the book. The library pre-
pared the on-line version of the work
and made it available for use from
campus or from an off-campus loca-
tion by keying in a UT identification
number. The book is listed on
UTNetCAT, the library's catalogue on

the Web, with the full text just a click

rFhe University of Texas library re-
I ceived a donáfion of a privateúook

collection acquired in Iran. The dona-
tion was made possible by the gener-

osity of Dr. Mohsen Mirabi of Hous-
ton, who purchased the books, and
Mr. Behrouz Gholamrezaey, who fa-
cilitated their transportation from Iran
to Austin. Dr. M. R. GhanoonParvar
identified the collection in Iran and
coordinated arrangements for its ac-

quisition and transfer to the library. At

Donation of Persian Book Collection

away at: htþ : / / www.lib.utexas'edu/
monographs/muslim/

The bibliography includes nearlY
3,000 titles of articles and books on
women in the Middle East and the
Islamic world. The electronic version
offers keyword and phrase search op-
tions. In addition, the lengthy index
has been configured electronically so

that the user can link imrnediately from
a specific entry in the index to the
relevant titles in the bibliography. In
the first two months there were over
1,600 searches of the bibliography.

Annes McCann-Baker from the
Center and Carole Cable from the Gen-
eral Libraries coordinated work on the
project. The technical aspects and
mounting of the text were handled by
MarkMcFarland and Aaron Choate of
the General Libraries.

the libraryAbazar Sepehri helped with
arrangements for storing and process-
ing the collection. A reception in honor
of the donors was held in the PerrY-
Castañeda Library, accompanied by a
public display of a sample of thebooks.

The faculty and students grate-
fully acknowledge the generosity of
Dr. Mirabi and Mr. Gholamrezaey and
the efforts of all those who helPed
make this contribution to the Middle
East collection possible.

Mohsen Mirabi, M. R. GhanoonParvar, and Abraham Marcus at library reception



Faculty and Staff News

l\Jina Berman (Germanic Lan-
l\ guug"r) was on leave during the
fallonaDean'sFellowship. Shepresented
several lectures dwing the fall and pre-
cedingsummer,including "Orientalismus
in der deutchen Literatu/' at Universität
Gesamthochschule Kassel in July, and
"Nomadism as Resistance: Salim
Alafenisch's 'Das Kamel mit dem
Nasenring"' at the annual conference
of the German Studies Association,
Washington, DC, in September.
Cora Boyett (CMES Staff) retired in
January 7997 afÞr eighteen years of
service as the Center's Financial Coor-
dinator.
Karl Butzer (Geography) was elected
to the National Academy of Sciences
during the spring of 7996.
Yrldrray Erdener (MELC) served as

academic director of the 1997 summer
program in Istanbul. HisbookTurkish
Through Songs is in press with Indiana
University's Turkish Studies Series.
FIe presented a paper on "Re-stylized
Memory: Ashik Ilyas" at the 7997 an-
nual meeting of the American Folk-
lore Society, and an invited lecture at
the University of California at Berke-
ley in April.
Elizabeth Fernea (English) and Rob-
ert Fernea (Anthropology) published
The Arnb World: Forty Yeørs ot' Chønge,
an updated edition of their
prizewinning book The Arnb World:
Personal Encounters. Anchor Books/
Doubleday brought out the new edi-
tion with a new introduction, a new
conclusion, and six new chapters re-
flecting their recent return visits to the
region.
Barbara Harlow (English) published
her book Af er Lia es : Legøcies ot' Reaolu-
tionnry Writing with Verso Publica-
tions in 1996.
Michael Hillmann (MELC) published
his Persian Nernspaper Render
(Dunwoody Press), and "On Trans-
lating Hâfez" as a preface to a new
edition of Wilberforce Clarke's "Di-
van of Hafez" (Iranbooks). In summer
7997 he participated in a computer
workshop at the Center for Language
Analysis and Research at Michigan

State University and is developing a

multimedia Persian syllabus.
Hillmann received an MA in English
Literature from Soutwest Texas State
University in August 1997. He spent
the fall as a Research Associate at
Institut d'Études Iraniennes de
l'Université de la Sorbonne Nouvelle
in Paris, where he gave two lectures
and did research.
Carol fustus (Classics) published an
article on "Cuneiform" in the
Encyclopøedin ot' the History of Science,

Technology , ønd Medicine in Non-West-
ern Cultures.
Akel Kahera (MELC) received a uni-
versity summer research grant to work
on revising his dissertation for a book
on "Building, Dwelling and Reason-
ing: The Adjudication of Habitat in
Medieval Spain and North Africa."
Deborah Kapchan (Anthropology)
was appointed Director of the Center
for Intercultural Studies in Folklore
and Ethnomusicology. She is on leave
with a Dean's Fellowship writing a

book entitled "Exchanging Lies: Es-
says on the Commodification of Cul-
ture in Morocco."
Daniel Laufer (CMES ) presented his
case study "Country Specific Mutual
Fund: The Growth Fund of Israel" at
the Association for Israel Studies an-
nual meeting at Emory University in
lune 7997. FIe was invited to present
the case study to business students at
Stockholm University in Sweden,
where he will be teaching a seminar
on business in Israel in spring 1998.
Harold Liebowitz (MELC) was pro-
moted to Full Professor (effective Sep-
tember 1998). In summer 7997 he di-
rected the archaeological expedition
atTel-Yin'aminlsrael, whichincluded
a group of UT students.
Gail Minault (History) published Se-

cluded Scholsrs: Women's Educøtion snd
Muslim Sociøl Reform in Coloniøl India
(Oxford University Press).
Thomas G. Palaima (Classics) re-
ceived a fellowship from the founda-
tion Gunvor och Josef Anérs Stiftelse
to do research and teach a seminar on
Mycenaean Greek religion at the Uni-

versity of Uppsala, Sweden, in May
1998. He holds an honorary doctorate
from the University of Uppsala (7994).

EstherRaizen (MELC) was promoted
to Assistant Professor and appointed
the coordinator of the Hebrew lan-
guage program. She received a Uni-
versity Cooperative Society subven-
tion award for the forthcoming publi-
cation of "Biblical Hebrew: An Ana-
lytical Introduction," written with W.
P. Lehmann and H. J. Hewitt. She also
received a university summer research
grant for completion of a second set of
Hebrew language materials, and a

university award for developing a clip-
art-based multimedia unit.
Faegheh Shirazi-Mahajan (MELC)
wrote an article on "Visions of Para-
dise: Persian and Anatolian Textiles in
the Collection of the Harry Ransom
Center" for the 1997 issue of The Li-
brary Cfuonicle of The Uniaersity of
Texns at AtLsf ln. She organized a panel
and presented a paper on "Erotic Im-
ages of Middle EasternWomen" atthe
MESA meeting. Shirazi-Mahajan has
received a university summer research
grant to do research on "Images of
Muslim Women in Advertisements:
The Cases of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Saudi Arabia."
Denise Schmandt-Besserat (Art His-
tory) published two articles: "Animal
Symbols at'Ain Ghazal," Ëxpedition,
39 (7997) ; and "Neolithic Art and Sym-
bolism at'Ain Ghazal," Amercian f our-
nal of Arclueology, 707 (7997). She is
working on a volume entitled "Sy*-
bols at 'Ain Ghazal." She also gave
two lectures, one at the Dallas Mu-
seum of Art (October 7997) and an-
other at ARCE in Dallas (January
7998).
Denise Spellberg (History) was
awarded a Faculty Research Award,
whichmade itpossible for her tobe on
leave during 7997-98 to work on a
book entitled "Science, Religion, and
Blood: Female Biology in Medieval
Islamic Thought." She was also
awarded the President's Associates
Teaching Excellence Award for her
undergraduate teaching.



Student and Alumni News
L T aieeb Ahmad (MA, Middle East-
I\ 

"." 
Studies and MBA, 1991) and

Catherine Ahmad (MA, Middle East-
ern Studies, 1990) are living in Rich-
mond, VA, where Najeeb has a job
with Capital One Financial as Human
Resources Manager. They have three
children-Sarah (4), Rebecca (2), and
Emily, born October 28,7997.
Armaity Bharucha (MA, Middle East-
ern Studies, 1995) has a job with Sun
Microsystems in PaIo Alto, CA.
Linda Boxberger (Ph.D. student, F{is-
tory) presented a paper on "Sultans
and Subjects: Rule and Reform in Early
Twentieth-Century Hadramawt
(Yemen)" at the 7997 MESA meeting.
Carrie Branam (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies, 1993) is working as Informa-
tion Systems Director for a medium-
size consulting firm in San Francisco,
handling projects related to network-
ing, Web sites, database management,
and multimedia development.
Lisa Childs (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies and MPAff, 1994) works for
the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment in Arlington, VA.
Blanca Chow (MA student, Middle
Eastern Studies) works for Chemonics
International, Inc., a firm based in
Washington, DC, that handles inter-
national project management for pro-
grams funded by such agencies as

USAID and the World Bank. Blanca's
job as Project Administrator takes her
to cities throughout Latin America and
the Caribbean.

Joanne (Held) Cummings (MA, Ge-
ograpl-ry, 7979) has her own business,
CEC Cummings Education and Eco-
nomics Consulting, based in Nicosia,
Cyprus. She travels in the Middle East
conducting training seminars.
Tom Dell (MA, Middle Eastern Stud-
ies, 1994) is a Regional Security Ana-
lyst specializing in the Middle East at
the Defense Intelligence Agency. He
spent considerable time in the Middle
East, including three months as Assis-
tant Attac}ré in Damascus.
Cindy Friedman (BA, Middle Eastern
Studies, 7996) is working for Hillel in
Jerusalem.

Sarah Fuller (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies, 7997) is working for
AMIDEAST in Washington, DC. She
is Program Assistant for the Fulbright
Foreign Student Program.
james Grehan (Ph.D. student, His-
tory) gave a paper entitled "Every-
day Diet in Eighteenth-Century Dam-
ascus: A Perspective on Material Cul-
ture in the Ottoman Middle East " at
t}l.e7997 MESA meeting.
Caron Gremont (BA, Middle Eastern
Studies, 7997) is working with the
Women's Network in Jerusalem.
Steven Hyland, Jr. (BA, HisIory, 7997)
is Program Officer at the Yemen Lan-
guage Center in Sanaa. In addition to
his administrative worþ he is teach-
ing English and studying Arabic.
Anne Johnson (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies,1988) has accepted a position
as consultant to a firm in Washing-
ton, DC, and will be working in Cen-
tral Asia.
Daniel Kerman (BA student, Middle
Eastern Studies) received a Danciger/
Levinthal Hebrew scholarship for
7997-98.
Chad Kia (graduate student, MELC)
is studyingArabic in Cairo on ayear
long CASA fellowship.
Robert Kitrinos (MA, Middle East-
ern Studies, 7982) and his wife
Carolyn have two children--
Catherine (4) and David Alexander
(1). Carolyn quit her job at the De-
fense Mapping Agency last year to
stay home with the children. Bob is
now a senior research analyst co\¡er-
ing Middle East affairs on the ]oint
Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon.

Jason Leuck (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies and MPAff, 1995) is working
as an international trade specialist
with the Office of Telecommunica-
tions, International Trade Adminis-
tration, U.S. Department of Com-
merce in Washington, DC.
Michael Penn (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies, 7996) is in Japan tl-ris year
teaching English.

Jeffrey Sacks (graduate student,
MELC) is studying Arabic in Cairo on
a year-long CASA fellowship.

Shari Silberstein (MA student, Middle
Eastern Studies) has received a

Danciger / Levinthal Hebrew scholar-
ship for 7997-98.

John Vandenberg (BA, Middle East-
ern Studies, 7996) is Program Coordi-
nator of the Model Arab League at the
National Council on U.S.-Arab Rela-
tions in Washington, DC.
Ching-jen Wang (MA, Middle East-
ern Studies, 1993) is working in Tai-
wan as Branch Director of a private,
nationwide language institute. He is
also a free-lance writer for Lhe Sino-
Ar ab ian As s o ciøt ion B ulletin.
Caroline West (MA, Middle Eastern
Studies and MPAfI 7996) is a research
analyst for Family Health International
in Durham, NC.
Katherine (Mansour) Zilkha (MA,
Middle Eastern Studies and MBA,
7994) and Professor Avraham Zllkha
(MELC) were married in November
7996.Kathry entered tl-Le doctoral pro-
gram in Speech Communication at UT.

Call to Our Alumni
We are working to establish more

regular contacts with former UT stu-
dents whose work concentrated on
the Middle East. We would like to
keep them informed about our ac-
tivities and to get from them news
for inclusion in the Center's News-
letter. Please send us your home and
e-mail addresses, along with news
on your career and family. If you
happen to be in touch with other
former students please ask them to
do the same or let us know how we
can reach them. Please send your
information and news to Marjorie
Payne at mpayne@uts.cc.utexas.edu;
fax (572) 477-7834.

The Ex-Students' Association of
The University of Texas will sponsor
a meeting of International Texas Exes
on Novemb er 4-7, 7998, to establish a

committee to improve communica-
tion with international graduates. For
more information, contact Betty
Cotten, P.O. Box 7278, Awstin, TX
7 87 46; bgcotten@mail.utexas.edu



Lectures, Conferences, and Special Events

J\uring the spring, the Center for
l-rl lti¿at" Eastern Studies and the
Center for Russian, East European,
and Eurasian Studies organized jointly
a photographic exhibit on Central Asia
at the Texas Memorial Museum. The
exhibit, "Between Empires: Turks of
Central Asia, 1850-1925," dísplayed
rare archival photographs of people
and places in Central Asia alongside
recent pictures taken by Turkish pho-
tojournalist Ergun Çaþatay, who put
the collection together. The opening of
the exhibit was accompanied by a

roundtable discussion on photogra-
phy and Central Asia with Mr.
Çaþatay; Uli Schamiloglu, Associate
Professor of Slavic Languages at the
University of Wisconsin; and Robert
Arndt, Editor of Aramco World.

Another special event sponsored
by the Center during the spring was
the "Austin 7997Israeli Film Festival:
A Showcase of Contemporary Israeli
Cinema." The festival presented six
feature films, three lectures, and a num-
ber of short films, and was attended by
about 1,000 people. Israeli filmmaker
Dan Wolman introduced the screen-
ing of his fllnThe Distance and gave a

talk. Yaron Shemer (MELC) directed
the festival.

Yaron Shemer and Dan Wolman

A performance of traditional Per-
sian music cosponsored by the Center
was held on campus in the fall. It fea-
tured Iranian santur player Kazem
Davoodian with accompanying musi-
cians in a program of classical instru-

mental pieces as well as poetry and
folk songs.

A mini-conference on "Travels
and Troubles of Civil Society in the
Middle East and North Africa" orga-
nized by Professor Clement Henry
(Government) took place on February
70, 7997. It featured presentations by
Flenry, Professor Michael Hudson
(Georgetown University), and Prof es-

sor Richard Norton (Boston Univer-
sity).

In addition to these events, dur-
ing the spring and fall of 7997 The

Center sponsored or cosponsored sev-
eral lectures, including:

"The jewish Labor Bund and the
Birth of Modern Jewish Politics," by
Zvi Y. Gitelman, Professor of Political
Science at the University of Michigan.

"FromPersia to Iran: Memories of
an American lranologist," by Richard
Frye, Professor of lranian Studies at
Harvard University.

"The Making of a National Myth:
Remembering the First Zionist Con-
gress," by Michael Berkowitz, Profes-
sor of History at Ohio State Univer-
sity.

"Ahad Ha'am and the Politics of
Jewish Culture," by Steven Zipperstein,
Professor of History at Stanford Uni-
¡,'ersity.

"Linked Comparisons: Images Be-

tween Casablanca and Cairo," by Su-

san Ossman, Sorbonne University.
"Staging the Revolution: The Art

of Persuasion in the Islamic Republic"
and "Why Studylran, Why Study Per-
sian," by Peter Chelkowski, Professor
of Literature at New York University.

"On Traditional Medicine in Mo-
rocco," by Abdelhai Diouri, Professor
of Anthropology at the Institut
Universitaire de la Recherche
Scientifique in Morocco.

"Ernest Gellner and Islam" and
"Trajectories of Political Islam," by
sociologist Sami Zubaida from
Birkbeck College at London Univer-
sity.

"Memory and Architecture: Arab
and ]ew Narrate the Palestinian Vil-
lage," by Susan Slyomovics, Professor

of Comparative Literature and The-
ater Arts at Brown University.

Susan Slyomovics

"Yemen Then and Now: Change
in a Generation,"slide lecture by
Shelagh Weir, former Curator for the

Shelagh Weir

Middle East at the Museum of Man-
kind of the Ethnography Department
of the British Museum.

"Why Study Persian?" by Profes-
sor Reza, former chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Tehran and Iran's ambassa-
dor to UNESCO and Canada.

The Center's Colloquium Series
continued to present lectures by fac-
ulty, students, and invited scholars in
the Center's Reading Room. The
Spring 1997 series opened with a joint
talk by UT Professors Elizabeth Fernea
and Denise Schmandt-Besserat on im-
pressions from their trip to Saudi

10



Arabia on Malone Fellowships from
the National Council on U.S.-Arab Re-
lations. It was succeeded by the fol-
lowing lectures:

"Business in Syria: A Cup Half
Empty or Half Full?" by David Lesch,
Associate Professor of Middle Eastern
History at Trinity University.

"What to Order in Ninth-Century
Baghdad," by Charles Perry, a histo-
rian of Arab cuisine and food colum-
nist for the Los Angeles Times.

"Theatrical Hybridity in Morocco:
An Ambiguous Compromise," by
Khalid Amine, doctoral candidate at
Moulay Ismail University in Morocco.

"Political Institutions and Work-
ing Class Identity in the Contempo-
rary Maghreb," by Christopher
Alexander, Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor of Political Science at Texas A&M
University.

"The Magic of Ambiguity: Dream
Theory in Ancient Near Eastern Lit-
erature," by Scott Noegel, Visiting
Assistant Professor of Religion at Rice
University.

The Colloquium Series during the
fall7997 semester included the fol-
lowing lectures:

"A Moroccan Discourse on Tea,"
by Abderrahmane Lakhsassi, Profes-
sor of IslamicStudies atMohammedV
University in Rabat, Morocco.

'Joint Israeli-Palestinian Manage-
ment of Shared Groundwater Aqui-
fers: Building the Framework for a

Drought Simulation," byliana Brooks
and Katrinka Somdahl, CMES gradu-
ate students.

"Frederick Catherwood: From the
Middle East to Mesoamerica," by Ia-
son Thompson, Professor of History
at Western Kentucky University.

"The War of Culture, Religion,
and Politics in the Islamic Republic of
Iran," byM. R. Ghanoonparvar, Asso-
ciate Professor of Persian at UT.

"Turkey's Export Performance:
The Role of Central Asia," by Liesl
Riddle, Ph.D. candidate in the Depart-
ment of Sociology at UT.

During the spring, the Department
of Middle Eastern Languages and Cul-

tures sponsored an art exhibit in the
Texas Union Gallery entitled "Persian
Images Remembered," which featured
paintings by Shahla and Mohsen
Jamal. It also sponsored a lecture on
"Complex Predicates in Persian" by
Simin Karimi, Professor of Linguistics
at the University of Arizona.

Robert W. Stookey,
1917-1998

T-l r.RobertW. Stookey died inAus-
l) tin on January 12, 7998. From
1973 until his retirement in 1993, Dr.
Stookey was a Research Associate at
the Center, where he dedicated him-
self to writing and publishing on the
Middle East. His books in clude Americø
and the Arøb States: AnUnensy Encoun-
ter (7975); Politics and Petroleum, with
james Blll(7975);Yemen: The Politics of
the Yemen Arab Republic (7978); and
South Yemen: A Mqrxist Republic in
Arqbin (7982). He also edited two vol-
urnes-The Arrùiøn Peninsula: Zone of
Ferment (1984) andThe End ot' the Pøles-

tine Møndøte, with Wm. Roger Louis
(1 986)-and translated A lger iøn Reflec-

tions on Arab Crises by Ali El-Kenz
(7ee1).

Before joining the Center, Dr.
Stookey had a long career in the For-
eign Service of the Department of State
(1946-7968). With a command of Ara-
bic and knowledge of the political scene
in the Middle East and North Africa,
he served in Morocco, Turkey, Iraq,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen. Af-
ter his retirement from government
service he received his Ph.D. in Gov-
ernment from the University of Texas
(7972) and was a Fulbright-Hays Se-

niorResearchScholarinYemen (1973).

Colleagues and friends of Dr.
Stookey will remember his devotion
to scholarship, his contributions to
Middle Eastern studies, and his fruit-
ful association with the Center.

Upcoming Events

February 9,2:00 p.m.
"Islamic Yuppies," a lecture by
Farhang Rajaee, Visiting Professor of
Political Science, Carleton University.

February 20,11;00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and
February 21,9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Annual meeting of the Texas Associa-
tion of Middle East Scholars (TAMES).

February 20, 8:00 p.m.
Performance of Sufi music from Tur-
key by Latif Bolat and ensemble.

March 5, 8:00 p.m.
"The Synagogue as Sacred Space:
Transformation and Continuity in Ju-
daism," 19th Annual Gale Family Dis-
tinguished Lecture, by Steven Fine,
Assistant Professor of Rabbinic Lit-
erature and History, Baltimore He-
brew University.

March 6-7,9t00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Conference on "The City in the Middle
East: New Perspectives."

March 23,3;30 p.m.
"Duelling Dhu'l-Fiqars: How'Ali's
Sword Became a Political Hot Potato
in Ottoman Egypti' a lecture by Jane
Hathaway, Associate Professor of His-
tory, Ohio State University.

April3,1:00-4:00 p.m.
and April 4,9:0O a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Workshop on "Second Generation lra-
nian-American Writers. "

April9,3:30 p.m.
"The Myth of Primordalism: Rebels
and Villains in Nineteenth-Century
Ottoman Lebanon," a lecture by Pro-
fessor ljssama Makdisi, Rice Univer-
sity.

March 27-May l0
"Other Worldly Visions: Persian and
Indian Paintings from the Arthur
Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institu-
tion," exhibit at the Huntington Art
Gallery.
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cot tiflued frofl, front pøge

Trøael grøntsfor summer study in
Isrøel. The Center will award $10,000
in travel grants of up to $1,000 each to
support students, primarily under-
gradua tes, who enroll in summer pro-
grams in Israel. The funds come from
a three-year grant of $30,000 awarded
to the Center by the Dorot Founda-
tion.

We are pleased to recognize the
following recipients of graduate fel-
lowships and grants:

FLAS Fellowship s, 1997 -98
Academic Year
Liønø Brooks, CMES (Hebrew)
Mieke Cur tis- Richør dson,

Anthropology (Arabic)
S t ef ønie EIIis, History (Arabic)
Anuer Emon, History (Arabic)
Heøther Ferguson, CMES (Arabic)
Adrian McIntyre, CMES (Arabic)
Stephen Peterson, CMES (Turkish)

Center for Middle Eastern Studies
The University of Texas at Austin
Austin, Texas 78772-!793

Liesl Riddle, Sociology (Turkish)

I onøthøn Wyr tzen, CMES (Arabic)

FLAS Fellowships, Summer 1997
Heøther Ferguson, CMES (Hebrew)
Adrian McIntyre, CMES (Arabic)
Chant al T etr eault, Anthropology

(Arabic)

Social Sciences/Middle Eastern
Studies Research Grants, L997
Liana Brooks (CMES) and Kqtrinka
Somdcthl (CMES), directed by Profes-
sor David Eaton (LBJ School of Public
Affairs), for a research project on
"Simulating Drought Conditions: A
Study of Palestinian-Israeli Joint Man-
agement of Shared Groundwater
Aquifers."
Liesl Riddle (Sociology), directed by
Professor Cynthia Buckley (Sociology),

for a research project on "Myth, Reli-
giosity, Gender, and Export Perfor-
mance: Turkey and Central Asia."

The Newsletter is published by the Cen-
ter for Middle Eastern Studies at the
University of Texas at Austin.
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