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February 29, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROS TOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Recommended Visit of Romanian Science Chief 

We believe that it would be desirable that the President's Science 
Adviser invite to this country Alexander Birladeanu, Chairman of the 
Romanian National Council of Scientific Research, for a visit during 
April or May. 

Birladeanu is not a scientist, but he is a prominent Romanian 
political figure. His predecessor had been informally given an invita
tion by Dr. Hornig during the latter's visit to Bucharest in 1966 to 
attend the lOOth anniversary celebration of the Romanian Academy of 
Science. The Romanian Embassy has indicated informally to Dr. Hornig 1 s 
office its belief that an invitation would be accepted. 

Our Ambassador at Bucharest has recommended that Birladeanu be 
invited for a three-week visit, with the expectation that he could 
broaden his activities to include applied science and industry. He 
confirms our understanding that while Birladeanu is not one of the 
most immediate associates of Ceausescu his position is an important 
one. 

An invitation to Birladeanu would assure the Romanians of our 
continuing interest in their independent stance, and would provide 
some opportunity for exerting our influence in favor of greater 
internal liberalization in both political and economic matters. It 
might well lead to a further modest expansion of scientific and trade 
contacts. It would thus be one small but possibly quite important 
gesture, tending to keep up the momentum of increasingly satisfactory 
relations. Our western European allies would certainly approve of 
it. 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals; 
not automatically declassified. 

C Q¥F Tl L!I !I!& 

By 
(; 

DBCLASSlFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

State Dept. Guidt"li , 
NARA, Date3~ .o_L _ 

=--' 



-2-

On the other hand, there are risks of unfavorable domestic politi
ca l r eactions. The latest trade agreement with North Viet-Nam signed 
Augu s t 26, 1967 provides for non-reimbursible Romanian economic and 
milita r y assistance to North Viet-Nam during 1968. A tanker under 
Romanian charter is now loading petroleum products for North Viet-Nam 
a t Constantsa, and this latest Romanian gesture of support for Hanoi 
might become public knowledge at an embarrassing time. Similarly, 
the Romanians might publicly assert their support for the North 
Vie tnamese and the Viet-Cong in such a way as to make the presence in 
this country of a major Romanian political figure the subject of un
f avorable comment. 

We consider that the advantages outweigh the risks. 

A draft telegram extending an invitation from Dr. Hornig to 
Mr. Birladeanu is enclosed for approval. f 

Enclosure: 

Suggested telegram. 
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