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Ambassador Corneliu Bogdan, Romania 

W. Averell Harriman, Ambassador at Large 
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I I 
Governor Harriman said that the Secretary had asked him to tell 

the Ambassador that in a conversation between Foreign Minister 
Manescu and Ambassador Goldberg in New York the possibility of the 
preliminary contacts taking place in Bucharest had come upo In con
sidering the acceptability of any location there are certain matters 
on which we need information,such as whether observers of our allies 
could come freely to that location. When Manescu had been asked 
about this he had replied that the answer could come only from his 
Government. The Secret~ry therefore had asked the Governor to re
quest that the Ambassador explore the following questions with his 
Government: 

1. Would his Government be willing to have Bucharest .as the 
site of the prelimina ry contacts? 

2. Would it permit any of our allies to send observers? 
Governor Harriman commented that it was unlikely that any ally other 
than South Vietnam would send observers but the possibility e~isted 

that 
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t hat ot h e rs would, and free access must be permitted. He 
out that th~se observers would not of course participate 
meetings which would be between Hanoi and Washington. 

··• 
pointed 

in the 

3. Would there be reasonable free access for the press? 
Here Harriman explained that he was not speaking of total un
limited access but certainly uninhibited access for the press from 
all interested countries, including our Asian allies. 

The Governor made it clear that Bucharest had not been 
suggest ed by anybody and had not been mentioned in the exchanges 
between the United States and North Vietnam. However, if it is 
propos e d the Uo S. wanted to be in a position to give its immediate 
respons e. He said the U. S. would not propose Bucharest but would 
a c cept it for the contacts (not the substantive talks) if Hanoi 
or a third country proposed it. It might be that the Romanian 
Gov ernment would be embarrassed and, if so, it would be best for 
all i f we knew this now. The Governor mentioned the warm recollections 
the Pres ident had of his talk with Prime Minister Maurer. 

Bogdan said tha t as a result of his conversation with Eugene 
Ros tow at the White House reception the previous night, he had 
c abled his Gover nment to get a reaction to the possibility of 
Buchares t a s a site . He had not yet received a reply but he 
would s end a c able asking the specific questions the Governor had 
rais ed. Sp eaking for hims elf he did not think the question of 
pres s ac c es s · would pos e any problem. President de Gaulle was 
schedul ed to arr i ve in Buchares t on May 14 and a very large press 
entourage would b e a ttract e d by tha t event. He was somewhat con
c erned with what might app ear to be a Romanian att empt to compete 
wi t h Warsaw . 

The Governor expl ained that it was not a ques tion of one , 
c apita l against t he ot her and expla ined why Wars aw wa s no longer 
under considerat i on . The Governor poi nted out that if Bucharest 
were to b e a sit e t he Manesc u pres idency of the General Assembly 
could b e used to exp l ain public ly the s el ection. 

The Ambassador stated he would send a mes sage to his Govern
ment at once . 


