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Premier Maurer stated that he was going to Peking and must be there on July 3. 
Corrnnenting on a speculation by the Secretary as to what effect a possible call 
by the Premier on President Johnson might have on Peking, Haurer replied that 
this was not a matter of concern to him. In fact, he would like Peking to know 
that "its views on a certain matter or on a certain country" are not Romania's 
views. 

Over the dinner table, the Premier volunteered his views on Viet-Nam. The situation 
in Southeast Asia had had a very serious effect on what had been a very promising 
atmosphere in which the first steps had been taken toward close relations among 
states having different social systems. As a Marxist, he was aware that the United 
States was very different in its social structure from that described by Marx 100 
years ago. A tremendous scientific and technological revolution had taken place, 
particularly in the United States, which had made even more important . close rela
tions among countries having so-called different social systems. All this, however, 
is now overshadowed by what is happening in Viet-Nam. The United States asks what 
would happen if bombing were stopped. Haurer could not say. It is no secret to 
the United States that he made a trip to North Viet-Nam to find out and had had 
comprehensive talks there. He is convinced that the regime in South Viet-Nam has 
no independent political base whatsoever. It is supported only by the United States. 
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~le doesn'ht kn~w whether the South Vietnamese do or do not want to be communist. He 
is sure t at to the extent there are North Vietnamese troops in South Viet-Nam" 
they could not exist if not supported by the people there. The United States 
presence doesn't appear justified to anyone. It contributes to the distortion of 
the image which the world has of the United States. In his talks with the Communis;.: 
Chinese, it became clear that they consider the United States "the very emanation 
of Hell.'' · They think this of the United States because they know so little of the 
United States, because of the isolation which the United States has forced on them. 
The United States must consider how to end the affair of Viet-Nam -- by leaving. 
The impact throughout the world of any such action would be enormous. It would 
lead to a solution and bring the world into a new stage of development. 

After expressing appreciation for Maurer's frankness, the Secretary agreed that 
ideological factors are becoming less important, except perhaps in Communist China. 
To Maurer's reply that he was not so sure that this was true of China, the Secre
tary commented that historically the Chinese people are very pragmatic. 

The Secretary emphasized we were prepared to have free elections in South Viet-Nam. 
However, in view of our commitments and our national interests, we cannot permit 
North Viet-Nam to take South Viet-Nam by force. The Premier had said that the North 
Vietnamese could not be in South Viet-Nam if the South Vietnamese people ·were really 
opposed to them. It would be better to say that our mvn forces and those of the 
South Vietnamese government could not operate in the area if the people withdrew 
their cooperation. Very special problems and difficulties arise in divided countries. 
If twenty divisions of East Ge~mans were to move into West Germany, or twenty 
divisions of West Germans into East Germany, there would probably be nuclear war. 
We have made certain commitments. We waited five years. We waited until a whole 
division of North Vietnamese had moved into South Viet-Nam before we started bombing. 
The war could be stopped and the Americans could go home if the North Vietnamese 
went home. It is not possible to do this on a basis of abandoning South Viet-Nam. 
We would not have accepted the burden of 10,000 deaths if we could assent to North 
Vietnamese seizure of South Viet-Nam. We recognize that socialist countries have 
an interest in the well-being of North Viet-Nam. Our own interests in South Viet-Nam 
should be similarly recognized. Let the military forces be pulled apart and then 
there can be discussion of what the people want done. No one in the United States 
wants peace more than the Presidenb, but so long as North Vietnamese regiments come 
into South Viet-Nam we must shoot at them. 

The Premier replied only that he understood. 

The Secretary stated Maurer should know before he went to Peking that the United 
States had had many talks with Communist China, as, for example, at Warsaw. All 
these talks come down to one point. Unless we are willing to abandon 14 million 
people on Formosa, the Communist Chinese will discuss nothing else ~- ~ot cultural 
exchanges, trade, or anything. We are not prepared to abandon 14 million people. 
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The Premier said there was much he could say in response but ''it would be a dialogue 
among the deaf." He did want the Secretary to understand Romania recognizes that 
the United States can do many useful things and wishes to have close relations with 
it. He hoped the Secretary would reflect on the points he had made. 

The Secretary thought it was very helpful when representatives of two countries 
could be so frank and hoped that we would agree on most questions and that when 
there was disagreement there would be at least understanding of why there was 
disagreement . Maurer replied that even if he could not understand why the Secretary 
could not agree with his point of view this should not prevent free discussions. 
Time would tell who was right. 

After dinner the Secretary asked the Premier who , in view of conditions in Communist 
China, would be the Premier's host. Maurer answered simply "Chou En- lai." 

The Secretary jocosely commented that he was nervous when he heard that the Red 
Guards were demanding that the Foreign Minister should be burned. Foreign Minister 
Manescu exclaimed, ''The Secretary has often proposed that we establish a union of 
Foreign Ministers." 

The Premier said Romania faced an almost complete lack of information on Communist 
China and was not sure that a visit of a few days would result in real clarification. 
However, the Romanians believed· the Chinese were advancing to a position of 
"tranquility and consolidation" having a new basis . He thought that the stage of 
struggle was drawing to an end and would be followed by a period of stability . 

To the Secretary's questions of what Maurer thought the new generation of Chinese 
leaders would look like once the veterans of the " Long March" had passed from the 
scene, Maurer replied he was not impressed by the people of the 45-55 age group 
in China. From the point of view of a communist , this was a cause of concern. 

The Secretary said we were all concerned with who would be the leaders of a people 
who would soon number one billion. The Premier replied he was not a pessimist and 
the ladder of history has many steps . 
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