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ROMANIAN POSITION ON THE NEAR EAST CRISIS 

Romania has steered a middle course which differs sharply 
from the anti-Israeli position of the other Connnunist countries. 
Bucharest has not accused Israel of aggression nor broken rela
tions with Israel. 

Prior to the outbreak of hostilities, Romania called for 
avoidance of armed conflict and " rational and fair agreements" 
which would take into account " the legitimate rights of the 
interested parties." 

Innnediately after the outbreak of hostilities the Romanian 
Government called in the UAR and Israeli Ambassadors in Bucharest 
and delivered to each an appeal to stop hostilities immediately 
and to solve differences through negotiations. This appeal again 
referred to "legitimate rights." 

In his speech at the General Assembly on June 23, Premier 
Maurer urged the creation of a climate which would guarantee 
the states in the area the right to independent existence and 
security, thus enabling them to devote their efforts to economic 
and social progress. The essential requirement for creating 
this climate, he said, is the scrupulous observance of the cease 
fire. Israel should, therefore, withdraw "without delay" within 
the lines existing before hostilities. (Maurer told Secretary 
Rusk on Friday evening that he had used the phrase "without delay" 
advisedly, feeling this preferable to "immediately. " ) 
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A second requirement for peace, according to Maurer, is the 
elimination of all foreign interference in the affairs of the 
countries of the area. A third condition is respect for the basic 
interests of each state in the area with due regard for its 
"independence and sovereign existence." The refugee problem 
should be settled in accordance with the General Assembly reso
lutions. Maurer declared that no effort from the outside can 
take the place of a real settlement adopted by countries of the 
region themselves. He did not call for condemnation of Israel 
as an aggressor. 

In his conversation with the Secretary on Friday, Maurer indi
cated that he considers the Soviets partly responsible for the 
present situation and implied that he believes the Soviets should 
have told Nasser that they would not support him. 

Although Maurer reiterated to the Secretary the Romanian view 
that Israel should withdraw, he indicated flexibility and an 
appreciation of the necessity for some understanding about what 
would follow on Israel's withdrawal. 
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