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AIR MINISTRY BULLEilli:., 4/12/39 - No. L 

THE AUSTRALIAN SQUADRON WITH 

THE R.A.F. 

Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry announcement. 

The formation of an Australian Squadron for active service with 

the Coastal Command of the Royal Air Force early in the New Year 

will mean that Australia will be the first Dominion to have a 

complete unit of its own Air Force in service in the European 

Theatre of war. 

Members of the squadron already in this country are receiving 

intensive training in air reconnaissance and the application to war 

purposes of the armament of the big Short "Sunderland" flying boats 

with which their unit has been equipped by the Cormnonwealth Government. 

The general reconnaissance work which the Australians will under

take with the Coastal Cormnand is arduous and requires a high degree 

of navigational ability. 

Aircraft of the Coastal Cormnand have flown approximately 2,500,000 

miles on reconnaissance since the outbreak of war. 

The patrolling must be carried out in all weathers, and the crews 

are often obliged to remain aloft the whole day. 

Always vigilant, they search the sea for U-boats and enemy 

warships and the air for hostile aircraft. They keep a watchful eye 

on our own and neutral shipping andaccompany British convoys for 

hundreds of miles on their way along the trade routes of the world. 

They are sometimes called upon to assist ships in distress, as 

when, for example, two "Sunderland" flying boats rescued the entire 

crew of the British tramp ship "Kensington Court" which was sunk in 

the Atlantic by U-boat action. 

The Royal Australian Air Force is well acquainted with the 

problems of oversea navigation and reconnaissance though the Australians 

now here will be flying in conditions new to them and in a climate 

very different from their own. 
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The Australians live and work with their colleagues 

of the R.A.F. in a spirit of friendly rivalry. They are keen 

to learn and keener to get to work. 

Britain before. 

Few of them have been in 

The "Sunderland 11 flying boats with which they are equipped' 

are formidable aircraft specially suited to long-range 

reconnaissance work over the sea. 

The standard armament of the "Sunderland" is powerful 

and comprehensive for both defence and attack. This high-wing 

monoplane weighs over 20 tons, yet, with a wing area of more 

than 1,500 square feet 1 the aircraft has exceptional lift 

and can take off in 33 seconds. 

The four Bristol "Pegasus XXII" radial engines develop 

3,360 b'.p. So large is the hull that it is divided into an 

upper and a lower deck. There is a cr.ew of six, but the 

aircraft can carry more than 20 people in addition. 

AIR MINISTRY, 
WHITEHALL2 s.w~1 . 
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FRE'NCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE. 

The following official communique was iesued from 

French G.H.Q. this morning:-

"Nothing of importance to report". 

-----oOo-----



4/12/39. - no. 3 • 

.1tFPROXIM.ATE NUMBER OF LIVES LO ST I N SINKINGS. 

British. German 

Sept. 176 Approx. no. of German lives 
lost in capture of German ship:-

Oct. 124 

Nov. 103 4 by their own U-boat gunfire. 

Dec. _ 7_ 
410 

SINKINGS FOR \/EEK 26th NOVI::MBER - 2ir.:..d DECBPBER (inclusive) 

British No. Tonna~e. from last week 
t) 23,28 plus 1 of 2483 

Allied 
Neutral 6 30,932 plus 1 of 4374 

12 242214 

British Sinkings. 

Nov. 28 RUBI SLAV/ 1041 
" 29 IQNIAN 3114 
ti 30 SHEAF CREST 2730 
Dec . 1 DALRYAN 4558 

It 2 ESKDENE 3829 
" 2 SAN CALISTO 8010 

6 shiIB of 23282 

The USKMOUTH, 2483 tons, was sunk by S/M on November 
25th but not reported in last week's list. 

The French ship ARIJON, 4374 tons,--wa.s-.sun.k by- .Q/M-on, 
-~__22,nd.-bu;t___not reported last week. 

Neutral S inkings ~- - ./ 

Nov. 26 Swedish GUSTAF E. REUD~ER 6336 
II 27 Dutch SPMRNDi\M- 8857 
Dec. 1 Norwegian :KEALF 8083 
" 1 Finnish MERCATOR 4260 

" 2 Swedish RUDOLF 2119 
II 2 Norwegian ARCTURUS J.277 

6 Ships of 3092,2 

Total number of German merchant ships out o~ 

action: 

33 ships of a total tonnage of 171390. 

The British have hundreds of merchant ships daily at 

sea. 

The Germans have none outside the Baltic. 



EMPIRE AFFAIJRS 4/12/39 No. 4. 

\ 

SOUTH AFRICA'S EMPl_B.E __ 'r_~E. 

Imports to South Africa for the nine months ended 

September 30, 1939, were valued at £68,640,509, of 

which £36,206,384 represented goods supplied by the 

United Kingdom §lnd the rest of' the Commonwealth. 

Union exports excluding gold amounted to 

£19,775,149, of which £10,457,614 went to the 

British Commonwealth• 

-.... ....... --00o-.... ---'"-' 



EMPIRE AFFAIRS. 4.12.39. - No. 5. 

THE VERDICT OF THE PONDOS. 

At Saturday's Session of the Natives Representative 

Council at Pretoria, an unopposed motion was passed affirming 

"in these anxious t:j.mes of war unswerving loya~ty to the King 

and to the Government of the native people of South Africa." 

The motion was moved by the Paramount Chief of the Pondos 

and seconded by the Paramount Chief of the Zulus. "We want 

to tell the King and the Government that our hearts are with 

them and that we pray that victory may come to them as they 

are not responsible for the trouble.", said the Paramount 

Chief of the Pondos. 

-----000-----



--------------

NOTICE TO THi; PRESS. The next communique issued by the Ministry of 

Labour and National Service on employment and unemployment will relate 

to the position at 11th December, 1939, and will be available on the 

evening of Monday, 8th January, 1940. 



6/4.12. 39. 

NOT TO BE PUBLIG'l:lliD l!,ITHl:iR BY BROJJ)CLS'r, OR ON THE CLUB T.APES, OR IN 

P,NY OTHER WAY Bt.:FO:Rc: 9 P.M. ON MONDSY, 4TH DECEMBl..;R, 1939. 

Milif~S'l'.R.Y OJ:t:_LA30lIR A:.\JD .Jlf..TI ONA1, SB.HVICE .AJ\fNOUNCEMENT . 

At 13th November·, 1939, the numbers of unemployed persons on the 

registers of Employment Bxch1-mg0s in Gre2,t Britain were 1, 213, 345 

wholly unemployed, 135,233 temporarily stopped, and 54,010 normally in 

casual employment, making a total of 1,402,588. This was 28,050 less than 

the rn.Lrnber on the registers at 16th October, 1939, and 425,515 less than 

at 14th Novenber, 1938. 1'he total on 13th November, 1939, comprised 

897,061 men, 40,460 boys, 405,175 women a.~d 59,892 girls. 

There were reductions, between 16th October and 13th November , in 

the numbers unemployed in coal mining, engineering, metal goods manufacture, 

motor vehicle, cycle and aircraf't manufacture, the principal textile 

industries, boot and shoe manufacture, the t1·ansport and distributive 

trades, the fishing industry and the entertainment, sport etc . industries. 

On the other hand there were increases in the numbers unemployed in the 

building industry, agriculture and horticulture, tailoring, hat and 

cap making, and local government service. 

4th December, 1939. 

1. 



DATE 

1.3th November, 1939 . 

Men 
Boys 
Women 
Gi rls 

APPE:NDIX 

Persons no".'E1a11y in 
regular em1)loyment 

. Wholly Temporaril y 
: Unemployed : Stopped 

766 , 604 
38 , 896 

350 , 494 
57 , 351 

1 , 213,345 

78,638 
1,L.l:63 

52 , 601 
2, 531 

135,233 

........... -:---· ..... ~---- _....._._.,. ____ ._.._ .... _~""'.-""-·-··------........ ··-- --·---..... 

Persons 
normally in 
casual 
employment . 

51,819 
101 

2,080 
10 

54 , 010 

TOT.AL 

897 , 061 
40 , 460 

405 , 175 
59 , 892 

1,402 , 588 
: ; : ; 

~ ., _ _ ,,_.,.......,, ... , . c' ._.......-,... ......... ---.•·,,.,.,,_._....,....,__,.,..,, ................ _ •• ,..,,.,_...,.. __ . .._ ... ,"""'"""'' : ........ , .......... _.r __ • . _ ....... ,,...., __ , ___ ., •• ~~-.~·-'" ''''---''-'"""'""'"~'-_,.,._""' ......... . ,.....---:,-~,...---·>• .... -'"" .... ._..,._,"'_' ...... .. ...... _"" ..... "!•-'" .. '""'·-·•------·• ... _•_ '~"-'""'"""~'"""" ..... _ '_ 

16th October, 1939. 

Men 
Boys 
Women 
Gir ls 

14th November, 1938. 

Men 
Boys 
Women 
Girls 

Divisional Changes . 

758 , 645 
41 , 971 

358,361 
62 , 678 

. . 

84,074 
1, 850 

57,426 
3 , 101 

60 , 408 
99 

2 , 0:U 
14 

903 , 127 
43,920 

417,798 
65 , 793 

·:..........-·~-~ ............. ~- ·····""'--·· ~-~--... _...~-..-...-~··-------~--4- ...... _. ---~·-.. --..i-..~---_...__...... ........ , .... -. .. _ ..... ~'"' ......................... .....,--...; : : . -
1~2 21,655 146 , 451 62,532 

1 ,100;668 
44 , 485 

266,733 
43 , 792 

1, 455 , 668 

201,228 
6 , 309 

91,678 
6 , 281 

305, 496 

64,797 
216 

1 , 895 
31 

66 , 939 

1 , 430 , 638 

1 , 366 , 683 
51_,,010 

360 , 306 
.50 , 104 

1 , 828, 103 

The f ol lowi ng tab l e shews the dif ference bet-ween 13th November , 1939 , and 

16th October, 1939 , in t he t otal numbers unemp l oyed on the registers in t he 

vari ous administrati ve divi s i ons :-

LONDON + 5, 379 
EAS'l'EEN 135 
SOUTH EASTERN + 398 
SO UTI-IERL\J + 1 , 592 
SOU'I'fi VlESTER.i.\J 1, 435 
MIDLANDS 4 , 686 
NORTH HIDLAN])S 29 
NORTH E..ASTErm- 5 , 005 
NORTH WESTEPJ'J 13, 110 
NORTHERN 5,149 
SCOTLAND 7, 813 
WALES + 1 , 943 

2. 



Industrial Changes 

Figures ure given belovr, vrhich indicate the changes in the nurribers of 

insur ed persons 1 aged 16 r 6·±:, . unemployed at 13th Nov ember , :1.939, as 

compared with 16th Oct.ob-er, 1939, and 14th November, 1938, in the industries 

which showed the most. mark--ed changes during those :periods . 

Industi:r: I ncrease (+) or decrease ( - ) 

C~J!l.J2arison vrith 16th Oc_tober, j_999 . 

Dock and harbour service 
Distributive trades 
Cotton 
Zntertajnments, sport, etc . 
Coal mining 
Engineering, etc . 
Fishing 
Carpets 
Road 'I'ransport 
Hot or vehicles, cycles and aircraft 
Metal goods manufacture 
Woollen and. worsted 
Boot and shoe 
Silk and artificial silk 

Building 
Agriculture, horticul tu.re, etc . 
Local government service 
Tailoring 
Hat and cap 

7,308 
- 6,060 
- 3,936 
- 3,000 
- 2' 292 
- 2,082 
- 1,976 
- 1, 858 
- 1,634 
- 1,472 
- 1,411 
- 1,319 
- 1,143 
- 1,128 

+14,032 
+ 5,332 
+ 3,778 
+ 1,678 
+ 1,529 

Comparison with 14th Novemb~_J _ _1938 . 

Coal rn.i.m.ng. 
Cotton 
Engineering, etc . 
Iron and steel 
Tublic works contracting 
Building 
Distributive trades 
Metal goods manu fac t ure 
Woollen and worsted 
Shipbuilding and ship repairing 
Textile ble~ching, dyeing, etc . 
ShiPiling service 
Road transport 

Printing and bookbi nding 
Hotel , boarding house, etc. service 

3 . 

- 67,633 
- 58,006 
- 38,797 
- 35,027 
- 32;165 
- 29,962 
- 27) 973 
- 26,800 
-21i722 
- 20,702 
- 11,629 
-11,146 
- 10, 268 

+13 , 692 
+10,552 
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The War Office, 

London,s. w.1. 

4th December, 1939. 

GERM;.N WAR PRIGONEHS. 

The War Office announces the following further list of 

Ge rman prisoners of war, with such particulars as are available:-

1. Helmut POHLE. Hauptmann. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Rolf NIEHOFF. Leutnant 
(Luftwaffe) 

KRAEMER . 

RIESENIK. Maschinen
obergefrei ter 
(U-boa t 40) 

Progressing favourably in 
the Military Hospital, 
Edinburgh. 

Excellent progress in the Royal 
Herbert Hospital, ~voolwich. 
(Fracture of 12th dorsal vertebra). 

Buried at Shorncliffe Military 
Ceme t e ry, Kent. 

Buried in St. James's Cemetery. 
Dover , on 17.10.39. It is 
believed, as a result of 
informatirn r e ceived frcm survivors 
of U-boat 40, that Riesenik is 
the name which should be assigned 
to the dead body to which the 
name of MENES was assigned under 
Serial No.1, in Enemy Dead List 
No.1. 



4.12.39 No. 8. 

PRESS NOTICE. 

The Duke of Kent to-day visited St. Andrew's House, 

Edinburgh. 

On his arrivRl he wa s r eceived by th e Secretary 

of StGte for Scotland who 1;ersonally conduct ed His Royal 

Highness during a tour of the building. 

Shortly before n oon he paid visits to the offices 

of the Reg ional Commissioner and the District Commissioner, 

South Eastern Scotland where he s aw the control room and 

genera l organisa tion. 

He also visit ed the Queen Street First Aid Depot. 

Aft er luncheon at Galnshiels His Royal Highness 

inspected the A.R.P. Headquart er s and control room there 

and the Observation Corps. 

-----oOo-----



4/12/39 No. 9. 

PRESS NOTICE 

His Mnjesty the King landed in France this 

afternoon from a British destroyer. His Majesty 

intends to make a personal tour of the troops in 

France during his stay in that country. 

---------000-----------
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EMPIRE AFFAIRS. 4/12/39 No. 10. 

"HITLER'S DOOU SPECIAL" _ ... _...- ~-.....·----------

SOUTHERN RHODESIA ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

100 Airmen have just left Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia 

for intensive training outside the Colonyo The men, who 

were seen off by a large crowd, were in high spirits, and 

had chalked up such messages as "Next Stop Berlin", and 

"Hitler's Doom Special" on the sides of their Railway 

Carriages. 

The present cost of training and maintaining Southern 

Rhodesia's military and air forces is estimated to be at 

the rate of £825,367 a year, but this is likely to increa~e 

to an expenditure of £1,000,000 annually after March 1940, 

Vll'hen another 1, 000 n:en will be called up and the air arm 

increased from one to three squadrons. 

Based on an adult European population of 35,000 

the Colony's financial contribution is thus an exceptionally 

high one, and in man-power also Southern Rhodesia is 

giving generous help to the Allied causeo 

++++++++ 



4/12/39 - No,11 

PRESS NOTICE 

The K1ng has been pleased to approve the appointment 

of the. Reverend George Foster, Curate of St. Matthew, Hull, 

to the Vicarage of Witton Park, Durham, vacant by the 

cession of the Reverend Joseph Frederick Hodgetts Newell 

FarnelJ.,. 

10, DO\'JNING STREET, 
s. V'.f , l~ 

---000---
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4.12.39 No.12 . 

PRESS NOTICE . 

FOR MORNING PAPERS ONLY. NOT TO BE PUBLISHED 
ON CLUB TAPES OR BY RROADC/\ST OR I N ANY OTHER 
WAY BEFORB THE MORNI,NG OF TUESDAY,DECEMBER 5th 1939 

The Treasury under the powers conferred upon them 
by the Import Duties (Emergency Provisions) Act 1939 have 
issued the Import Duties (Exemption) (No.10) Order 1939, 
providing for the addition to the Free List with effect from 
the 5th December 1939 of the following categories of Iron 
and Steel Products. 

1. Pig iron not already included in the Exemptions 
Schedule. 

2. Ingots. 

3. Blooms, billets and slabs, 

4. Girders, beams, joists and pillars, whether 
fabricated or not. 

5. Angles, shapes and sections,whether f abricated 
or not. 

6. Colliery arches and ~ it props . 

7. Bars and rods. 

8. Plates and Sheets. 

9o Hoop and strip not already included in the 
Exemption Schedule , 

10. Railway and tramway rails. 

11~ Wire (including barbed wire), and wire cable and 
rope. 

12. Upholstery and mattress wire springs. 

13. Screws for wood, whether coated or plated or not. 

The Board of Trade also announce that the principal 
Ir-on and Steel products, including those exempted from duty · 
by the above Order, and the principal raw materials used 
in the manufacture of iron and steel, including alloy steel 
will, very shortly, be nlaced on the list of goods requiring 
Import Licenses; such licenses will be issued on the 
recommendation of the Ministry of Sunply (Iron and Steel 
Control). A detailed announcement on the subject will be 
issued as soon as the requisition Order has been made. 

TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
s.vv.1 . 



4.12.39. - No.13. 

MINISTER OF LABOUR'S BROADCAST SP~ECH. 

THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AL'\fD NATIONAL SERVICE ANNOUNCES 
THAT THE RT. HON. ERNEST BROWN fig. C., M. P. 9 MINISTER OF LABOUR 
AND NATIONAL SERVICE IS BIWADCASTING AT 9 , 1 5 P. M. TO-DAY 
(MONDAY 4th DECEMBER 1939) IN THE B.B.C. HOME SERVICE. THE 
FOLLOWING ADVANCE NOTES ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE C0NVENIENCE 
OF THE PRESS BUT THERE IS NO QUARANTEE THAT THE TEXT WILL BE 
STRICTLY ADHERED TO:-

-----oOo-----

I have chosen man-power as the subject of my talk this even: 

:ing for two reasons. Immediately after the outbreak of war, the 

Prime Minister gave a pledge that the whole resources of the country 

wonld be employed, and that our effort would be as great as that 

of 1914-18~ As Minister of Labour and National Service, I have a 

special responsibility in regard to the use of the man-power of 

the country, and I want to tell you something of what has been and 

is being done to carry out the Prime Minister's pledge. 

The second reason is this. The enemy is constantly asserting 

that Great Britain is not waging the war seriously 9 and in his 

clumsy efforts to drive a wedge between us and our French friends 

he seek.s to show that they are bearing the brunt of the struggle. 

Our Allies know all the details of our effort, and they need no 

reassurance in that respect, but it is none the less important to 
make widely known how our r r: sources of man-power are being used. 

I do not suppose there are many of you who are deceived by the 

statements that are made night1y in the German broadcasts. You 

should, however, realise that often false statements are made and 

repeated and it is only those who know the facts who can show how 

false they are. 

In considering the proper use of man-power in war time, there 

is one important respect in which our country .;\s different from 

almost every other European country. We have not got here the 

long-established machinery of conscription for the Armed Forces. 

In 1914 we started to build a vast Army on a voluntary basis, and 

the foundation was the small regular Army, with the Territorial 

A~my as its supplement. By the end of that war we had forces 

whose numbers compared with that of any continental power, but 

this effort required a long time to develop. We are in a better 

position to-day, for as you know, our preparations were put in 

hand when the danger appeared imminent. The Territorial Army 

was doubled.. Compulsory military training was introduc ed in 

April. Th~ result is that 9 after three months of war, we have 

reached a 

/stage 
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stage far ahead of what we 11vere able to accomplish 25 years ago. 

Many of you whose memo1•ies go back to 1914, and who recollect the 

crowds at the Recruiting Offices or who like myself were drilling 

in the Parks, getting ready to go overseas, may not realise this, 

but the men are there. · The number of men under arms at the present 

time is more than one and a g_uarter millions, and every day adds to 

their number. New classes are being called up under the Armed 

Forces Act as rapidly as possible. A ne vv group was covered by the 

Proclamation signed by the King on Friday. They will be registere~ 

next Saturday at the Local Offices of the Ministry of Labour in every 

part of the country. Other classes will follow in a steady stream. My 

task as Minister of Labour is to register the men and have them 

a'r,rnilabJe as the Navy, the Army and the Air Force reg_uire them. There 

is no slackening of effort here, and our work is made easy by the 

eagerness of our young men to play their part, I am confident that 

next Saturday will show as complete a response to the call as the 

previous registrations have shovm and that no appeal from me is 

necessary. Posters are exhibited all over the country and young men 

in the classes affected will know from these what they have to do. For 

the Armed ForceB, then the N:avy the Army and the Air Force, our man 

power is being mobilised with full effect and we have a long start 

over 1914. 

If those asked to regi s ter next Saturday will come to the 

Exchanges at the times arranged for the initial letters of their names, 

we can do our work of full registration as swiftly, smoothly and 

successf'ully as on the two previous days. 

The next, but not less important, aspec t of the problem of man

power concerns the l abour force required for the prod.uction of 

armaments a nd munitions of WGr of all kinds. The result of our 

efforts is that vve have a lready a ch i eved a far higher figure of 

production than in the first f ew months of 1914. The Minister of 

Supply gave, the other day, some f i gures of the c ontracts placed for 

arms production, and thes e are impressive enough to show the scale of' 

our eff'ort in this field. 

/I 
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I can add to this by quoting the figure of employment in the 

metal industries, which are, of course, those chiefly concerned 

in armaments manufacture. There are to-day some 800,000 more 

men employed in these industries than there were ~n the early 

days of the 1914-1918 war, and this is only a beginning. The 

Navy and Air Force are also expanding rapidly. The placing of 

contracts does not mean the immediate employment of the men and 

women required to carry them out. The resultant work must 

necessarily come by stages and our task is to see that the men 

and women are ready as and where they are required. Moreover, 

in order to reach the maximum effort, changes in industrial 

practice have to be made so as to ensure that the best possible 

use is made of our industrial skill and experience, and we have, 

in the whole-hearted co-operation of the employers and the Trade 

Unions, the best guarantee that this will be done swiftly and 

efficiently. It is already going ahead with great speed. Side 

by side with the expansion of our Armed Forces and our armament 

production, there has been the change-over from peace to war time 

conditions in general industry and commerce. This has caused a 

considerable amount of unemployment, principally, of course, in 

trades and occupations that are not directly concerned with war 

production. Some time must elapse before the men and women thus 

thrown out of work can be absorbed in work which war conditions 

have created and in the meantime this set-back, which we know is 

temporary, hides the increased employment in those trades most 

directly connected with war production. I can, however, mention 

one figure w~ich throws a vivid light on our position to-day as 

compared with that of the last war. I estimate that we have 

some two and a half million more people in productive work to-day 

than we had in 1914. 

We still, however, have our problem of th~se without 

work. You have perhaps heard in the news to-night that 
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the latest figure of unemployment shows an improvement 

over the figure of the preceding month, and I haYe good 

reason to believe that this marks the turning point. 

Our figure of unemployment has taken a prominent place in 

recent German broadcasts, where we are told to compare 

our position wi tr .that in Germany, which claims to ha.ve 

solved its problem long ago. If I were usin·g some of 

the devices which Germany has used to reduce its 

unemployment figure, rny t a sk would be easy. I have no 

desire to imitate our enmies in this field but if I, by 

mere decree, could prevent the registration o:f married 

women, of men over or under certain ages, · of people 

belonging to certain faiths or creeds, and fill concen-

tration camps with citizens opposed to the Government, 

I could come to the microphone nex;t month and tell you 

that unemployment had been reduced 'by 30 or 40 or 50 . 

per cent. I could also claim, like the G~rman Dro Ley 

to be the most successful of all the .Ministers of ::_.sbour. 

But our people love the truth and I doubt whether, even 

with a vast propaganda machine at our cormnand, the people 

of this co -..mtry would be deceived, as multitudes have ·been 

in Germany. And let me remind you of this. It was only 

when the danger of war came close to us that we reluctantly 

started to make our pre~arations. We sought peace. They 

t a lked ~e ace but meant war. Germany has been living under a 

war economy for years past, and by forced labour and sweated 

conditions has utilised her man-power upon war pre.)ara t ions. 

That is certainly one way of reduci ng unemployment in peace time 

but it is no solution, for it ends, as it was inte~de( to end, 

in war. A:r'1d the f orced la·bour system will crash as tyrannies 

of the past have done. Let us not, however, minimise our 
unemployment problem, but when we are talking about the figure 
of unemployment, it is important to bear in mind exactly what 
it means. For our own purposes we have envolved a system 
of counting each month, ·by industries and/ 
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and by areas, the numbers of persons registered as unemployed, and 

we can claim that our figures are the most exact and most comprehensive 

and the most honest in the world. They mean exactly what they say, 

end there is no attempt to hide the truth, but it is the greatest of 

mistakes to think of this total as representing a large army of the 
-

same able-bodied persons who, like a minority from month to month and 

year to year, are searching for, and a:i-:o e quite unable to obtain, em-

ployment of any kind. What does our count of unemployment mean? It 

means just this - that once in every month we take an exact count of 

every person, man and woman, old and young, who on the selected day is 

registered at an Employment Exchange as applying for work. It includes, 

therefore, many classes and groups of people who, in the ordina:ry way, 

and indeed in many countries, are not even classified as unemployed. 

For example, those in casual occupations such as dock workers may · 

register as unemployed on any day on which they do not happen to get a 

job and workers who for industrial reasons are temporarily working short 

time may register on any day on which they are wholly unemployed. Again, 

old people who are real'.l.y past the normal age of employment may register 

in the hope of getting something for which they are suited, and boys and 

girls who leave school and may have to wait for a week or two before 

they can be fitted into a job - these are included in the figures. So 

also a man may lose his job to-day and may not find another one until 

the end of the week; he registers at the Exchange, and if to-day were 

the day of the count, he too would be included. Then there is a 

special group which the war itself has r11roduced - nearly 100 ,000 lceen 

men and women who were not ordinarily in employrnent in peace time, but 

have now come forward to offer their services in any way that can be 

useful to the country. Such people are, for the moment, technically 

unemployed, but obvi ·)usly they are not a nett addition to the unemployed 

total but recruits to the ranks of our workers. They also appear in 

the !'igures. When allowance is made for these and other factors'* you 

see at once how misleading is the overall 
/total 
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total, and how important it is to analyse the fi gure s carefully 

before we broaden.st them. 

Just a personal word to our unemployed friends - for it is, 

of course, true th2t we have in our country a number, a large 

number, of men and women who have hn.d experience in many branches 

of industry, and who would be only too glad to eet back to work if 

it could be found for them. In present circumstances, with the 

change over ~rom a peace to a war economy, and before our war 

~roduction has reached its full strength, it is difficult in 

quick time to fit them all into jobs of the kind they require, 

and in the places to which they can transfer. We Rre working 

hard to this end, and b efore long we will reach it. In the 

meantime, when we are considering the question of man-power in 

its relation to our war effort, it is of value to know that we 

have, as it were, a reserve of people who before long will be 

able to take the ~laces of those who are called to the Colours, 

or are transferr ed to new work required by the war, or necessary 

to expfind our export trade , or who will th ems elves be required 

to resume their places in industry. We did not enter the war with 

all our resources already heavily engaged, and with our people 

suffering from the overstrain of excessive hours and bad conditions~ 

We shal l need all our man and woman power t.o achieve victory, 

and we shall · not rest until it is fully employed in the Armed F:)rces , 

in the production of arms and munitions, and in the maintenance 

of the lives of our neo~le. Then we shall all, whether fighting 

or working, or keeping t he home fires bur~ing, h elp to send the 

new modern tyrants to the doom which has throughout history over-

taken t hose who brutally defy the l RWS of God and of civilised 

man. Good night. TO THE WORK! 

-----oOo-----

PRE'l S OFFI CF, 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR & NATIONAL SERVICE. 
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UNOFFICIAL STATEMENT FOR THE USE OF THE PRESS AS THEY WISH. 

(CONFIDENTIAL. THIS IS BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE INDIA 
OFFICE vmo MUST NOT BE QUOTED). 

INDIAN PRINCE'S SON IN RANKS OF R.A.F. 

Nawabzada Mohamraed Ehtesham Ali Khan, son of His 

Highness the Nawab of Jaora, a State in Central India, has 

been accepted for enlistment in the ranks of the Royal Air 

Force and as a Rigger Mechanic has already joined a training 

unit somewhere in England. It was his own wish to start in 

the ranks for the penefit of the experience. The Nawabzada 

is believed to be the first Indian ever to be accepted for 

the Royal Air Force~ 

-----------000----------~ 

4th December, 1939· 
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THE VICEROY'S WAR PURPOSES FUND. 

The War Purposes Fund was opened by His Excellency the 

Viceroy two months ag1.; with the intention of providing an 

objective for the spontaneous and loyal offers of service and 

assistance made so generously throughout India on the o~tbreak 

of war. 

Donations offered and paid into the Fund already exceed 

Rs.60 lakhs (£450,000). Some of these donations have been made 

for specific purposes, such as for the purchase of aircraft, for 

war hospitals and ambulances, for comforts for the troops 

serving in India and abroad, for the relief of war casualties 

and for the dependents of those who are killed. 

The Viceroy proposes immediately to transfer, as a first 

allotment in each case, the following sums:- Rs.50,000 to the 

Central Joint War Cormnittee of the British Red Cross Society; 

Rupees one lakh to the Central Joint War Committee of the Indian 

Red Cross Society and St. John Ambulance Association; Rupees 

one lakh to the St. · Dunstan's Hostel for blinded soldiers, 

sailors and airmen. Separate appeals for funds are also being 

made in India on behalf of the two latter institutions. 

--------000-------

Issued by the India Gf'fice 
4th December, 1939. 



EMPIRE AFFAIRS 4/12/39 No. 16. 

ULSTER EMPLOYMENT. 

The number of unemployed in Northern Ireland on 

13th November, 1939, was 74,998, which was 5,743 more than 

on 16th October, 1939, and 8,192 fewer than in November, 

1938. 

The increase of unemployment as against a month ago 

was due ma inly to seasona l diminution of employment in 

f arming, building, quarrying, roadwork, transport and other 

outdoor work, and in the distributive and hotel catering 

services, Incre ases occurred also in linen manufacture 

and the food, drink and tobacco industries. On the other 

hand unemployment decrea sed in textiles (other than linen), 

and the clothing industries. 

-------oOo-------



The Wa r Office, 

London , S. W .1. 

4th December , 1939. 

The ~Va r Office an:.riounces that a limi tea number of 

volunt eers are urgently required for the ltcyal Army Veterinary 

Corps. 

follcws:-

Volunteers must b e accustomed to handling horses . 

Age limits and physical standard of acc eptanc e are as 

He i ght 5ft 2ins or above . 
Vie di ca l Grade Ila or above . 
Age 8Ci - 3b years . 

Full particulars r egarding pay, allowances, conditions of 

service, etc . , can be obtained at any Recruiting Centre . 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN. 

THE HELIGOLAND RAID. 

(Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry 
announcement) • 

4.12.39. - No.18. 

Further details of the raid on Heligoland ~esterday by 

Royal Air Force bombers are now available" The bomber 

force left England in perfect weather, and after many hours 

in the air all returned safely to.their base. Most of them 

bore no traces of the gruelling which they had undergone. 

Only one was damaged. 

This aircraft was hit in its tail by anti-aircraft fire, 

but through skilful airmanship, it reached home only a quarter 

of an hour after the others had landed. 

The bombers reached Heligoland at about 11.45 flying at 

a high altitude. Looking down towards the sea and the two 

islands, the pilots saw two German warships and several 

smaller craft, probably mine-layers. The ships were 

systematically attacked. 

The pilot of one bomber reported. that three of his 

bombs straddled a warship and. he is quite confident that he 

registered a hit. This was confirmed by the following 

aircraft. Another pilot dropped. a bomb directly on a war: 

:ship, while another reported that one Of his bombs fell 

close to a ship and nmst have caused considerable damage. 

During all this time, the bombers did not have the air 

entirely to themselves. The enemy; who had been obviously 

taken completely by surprise, soon brought their anti-aircraft 

guns into action. 

In spite of this, th~ main island was circled twice. 

On the first journey, clouds obscured the target. On the 

second journey, the anti-aircraft fire was avoided by 

swerving and losing and gaining height. 



- 2 -

A Messerschmitt fighter attacked one of our aircraft 

which was temporarily isolated from the rest. The bomber 

returned the fire, and the crew watched the German fighter 

go dovm out of control, with smoke and flames belching from 

its fuselage. The gunner who brought down this aircraft 

was hit by a bullet from his opponent, but, fortunately, it 

struck the buckle of his parachute and he was uninjured. 

He has retained the bullet as a memento of his escape. 



EMDI R.E AFF/\_I R_S. 4.12.39 No.19. 

FIJI SUGAR CO MDANY'S GIFT. 

Sir Philip Goldfinch, K.B.E., Chairman of the 

Colonial Sugar Refining Company, has on behalf of the 

Board of Directors of the Company, made a contribution 

of £2,500 towards the cost of Fiji's war effort. 

Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, Colonial Secretary, has 

conveyed through the Governor of Fiji, his keen 

appreciation of the generous gift. 

The Company has its headquarters in Australia, 

but has branches in New Zealand and Fiji. 

-----oOo-----



EMPIRE AFFAIRS 4/12/39 - flo .• .?Q. 

NYASALAND ACCEPTS I~L.O. CONVENTIONS. 

LABOUR LEGISLATION 

The Government of Nyasaland has intimated its 

agreement to the ap~?lication of t wo Labour conventions 

to the Territory, namely those concerning the regulation 

of written contracts of employment of indigenous workers, 

and penal sanctions for breaches of contract of emoloyment 

by indigenous workers. 

Among the Bills passed at the recent Session of 

the Legislative Council was an Ordnance for the creation 

of minimum wage fixing machinery; and an Ordnance to 

regulate the employment of women, young persons, and 

ohildren. 

----------000---------



EMPIRE AFFAIRS 4/12/39 No. 21. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA SAYS_GOODBYE_f'O HER F IRST TROOPS 

CANADI.lfil_Q9MMENT. 

"Quit ye like men; be strong". With this heading 

a leading British Columbian paper pays fitting tribute to 

the "first contingent of a new generation" when they left 

Victoria by the ferry to complete their military training, 

"Veterans of the last war", it continues, "could 

tell you, though you may not believe it, that those young 

men are among the ranks of those whose privilege it may be 

to see men at their best. They will see the abandonment of 

self-interest, prejudice and passion, and the full growth of 

unselfish co-operation and good will •••••• They will see 

man's will turned for once to an altruism transcending all 

personal gain, and superior to all sacrifices ••••• They 

will see men lay aside their civil tabs and classifications, 

to become as one with their fellow men, the earl and the 

vagabond sharing the same cup, in the sa~B shell hole. This 

column warns you ••••• See to it that men who go again inihe 

cause of freedom, right and faith, do not find bondage, 

wrong and disbelief at home on their return ••••• See to ib 

that their sacrifice is earned .•••••• " 

-------oOo-------

--.... 



4/12/39 - No. 22. 

FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE (EVENING) 

The following official corrnnunique was issued by 

French G.H.Q. this evenir .. g: -

Local activity of the units in contact. Some 

reciprocal artillery action. 

--------oOo------
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COMMUNICATION TO PRESS 

The following has been conveyed to H.M. The 

King :-

The Board of Admiralty with humble duty beg to 

offer ;your Majesty on behalf of the Royal Navy and the 

Royal Marines respectfUl sympathy in the loss which your 

Majesty has suffered by the death of Her Royal Highness, 

the Princess Louise, Duchess of Argyll. 

Admiralty, 
Ylhi tehall, 
s. w. 1. 

----0----



URGENT. AIR MINISTRY 

"DANGEROUS CORNER" :£:LA~p IN AERQPLANE HANGAR 

(Not to be quot ed a s a!-'1 Aj_r rviip~_§t:r:_y __ An~ouncer_nent 2 

Several hundred members of the Royal Air Force, who 

are stationed in East Anglia many miL~s av.ay from a town 

with a theatre, formed an enthusiastic audience on Sunday 

and Monday nights (December 3rd and 4th) for two special 

perf'ormances cf J.Bo Priestley's 11Dangerous Cornero" 

The play was given on the special stage which has been 

built in a now disused hangar , It was the first play seen 

since the war began by many members of' the audience. 

The ac-:ic: ::> s and e.ctresses belong to the London Mask 

Theatre Company. For the past two weekss while engaged in 

playing "Music at Night" at the Westmj_nster Theatre, they 

have concentrated all their spare energies on rehearsals. 

Their unsparing efforts met with great success and the 

difficulty of hearing was overcome because airmen have 

developed what is known as "the hangar ear." 

The Westminster Theatre management treated this special 

two-performance production with as much care as if it were 

being put on for a London rui10 They brought their own 

specially made scenery with them . 

Air Ministry, 
Whitehall, s.w.1. 

------oOo------



FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 
NEWS DEPARTllJENT • 

4/12/39 No 25. 

The British Government have today notified the 

Secretary General of the League of Nations of their intention 

to be represented at the forthcoming meetings of the CoW1cil 

and of the Assembly of the League. 

_______ ......... __ ... __ 



MILITARY AFF'AIRS. 

Please do not quote Wa~ 
Office as official source. 

MINE TRAPS. 

4.12.39~ - No. 26. 

Nikolai Virka, a Russian dramatist whom Pravda have 

chosen as their correspondent on the Karelian Isthmus, declares 

that land mines, all of British origin, are exploding every 

minute on roads, in drug stores, garages, barbers' shops, 

offices, churches and monasteries. 

His entirely unwarranted statement shows the line which 

Soviet propaganda is to take to explain the failure to dispose 

of the Finns quiclcly. 

This type of min~ warfare, or booby trap$ was evolved by . 
Germany in the 1914-18 war, and was extensi \ ely used for 

instance in the retreat to the Hindenburg Line in the. Spring 

of 1917. It was again used in Septemoer of this year in the 

German retreat in the Saarbrucken areae 

If the Soviet account has any truth at all, the Finns 

would appear to be inspired by the German example, and even 

to have been supplied with material from the same source. 

This seems all the more likely since German officers helped to 

train the present Finnish Army. 

WAR OFFICE. 
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ANTI-BOLSHEVIK FEELING IN GERMANY. 

The Turkish wireless ~uotes the Berlin correspondent of 

a . Swedish paper, which reports increase of anti-Bolshevik 

feeling in Germany, and further predicts a Russian attack on 

Germany .in due course. 

-------oOo-------
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PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT. 

(NOT to be quoted from War Office) 

The German broadcast (Zeesen, in French) of 

2.12. 39· says that "Great Britain is encountering ever

increas ing difficulties in India. Now she is breaking her 

agreement concluded with Nepal by asking Ghurka troops to 

be sent. It is stated in London that these battalions of 

native troops from Nepal will be sent to India for training". 

The German propagandists have here shown their usual 

ineptitude, or dishonestyo The facts are as follows: 

The Ghurlrn regiments are formed of volunteers, 

recruited with the approval of the independent Nepalese 

Government. On the outbreak of war the Maharajah of Nepal, 

to manifest his loyalty to his Ally, Great Britain, and 

the general detestation of Nazism, spontaneously offered to 

supply eight garrisons of Ghurkas who should reinforce the 

Indian garrison and so allow of the employment abroad, if 

need arose, of a corresponding number of troops of the 

Indian Regular Arrrry o The offer was gratefully accepted. 

--------000--------



4/12/39 " - NO. 29. 

Information has been received that S.S. DORIC 

STAR has been attacked by a Genpan raider. As no 

further info::'.'Illation has been re~eived it is presumed 

that she hae been sunk" 


