
No. 1,. 

MINIS'l'ER OF SHIPPING'S ADDRESS_TO_Sj:.AMEN. 

The Minister of Shipping, Mro Ronald Cross, M.P., 
addressed the annual general meeting of the National Union of 
Seamen at Brighton this morning. He said:-

1 am very pleased, in my new position, to renew my 
contaots with the shipping industry and to have this very 
early opportunity of meeting the representatives of the 
National Union of Seamen. You do not need me to tell you how 
valuable a part your Union plays in securing the efficient 
running of this great industry; it is indeed difficult to 
think that an industry like this could be carried on without 
the help which your Union and its leaders give" Representative 
bodies of those employed in this industry have at all times a 
valuable part to play, but in wartime in particular, when so 
many fresh problems have to be handled, in the solution of 
which the Government must take its share~ it is essential that 
there should be representative bodj.es with whom we can take 
counsel. I am very glad to learn, on taking over the Ministry 
of Shipping, that throughout tne war there has been the 

cilosest contact betwe0n your Union and the Ministry. 

Before I go on to say ct word about one or two of the 
problems which have been dealt with in this co-operative way, 
I should like to express nw own adrniration for the way in 
which the men of the Merchant Navy have risen to the occasion 

during this war. At the out~et, they were subjected to the 
most violent and ruthless attacks by the enemy, but in spite 
of these attacks, there has never been any difficulty in getting 
our ships to sail. I am assured on all hands, and in particular, 
by our own experi...:nced officer's in the porto, that the spirit of 
the men of the Merchant Navy was never better. We are happy to 
think that our losses recently have been slight, but we must be 
prepared for whatever may come and I know that the nation can 
rely on you and the men you represent to continue to meet every 
demand that may be made on the . Merchant NaVYsi 

I referred at the outset ' to the help which the Union has 
given in solving the problems that have arisen, and I think 
that your leaders will agree that they have been taken fully 
into our counsels in dealing with those matterEa· There was, 
for example, the awkward question some months a,go of a shortage 
of deck hands, and as you know, we were able to support the 
suggestion which came from the ·indvstry that we should establish 
training schools to enable uneni,Ployed stewards ~o become deck 
hands. That scheme served a double purpose, for employment 
could be found in this way for men who could not otherwise be 
found employment in the Mercantile Marine during ·.the war because 
of the dislocation of passenger , traffic, and secomdly, we were 
able to add very substantially to our supply of me:n adequately 
trained to take jobs as deck handso The Union ha~ taken a very 
active part in this scheme which has trained nearly- 1,000 men 
for work on deck, ruid I only mention it as an examnlc of the 
way in which you, the owners and the Depa~tment are co-operating 
to serve the common end, which is to make the Merchant Navy as 
efficient a wartime instrument as possibleo 

I ought to mention, too, at o meeting of this kind, J;he 
value which the Government atcachet;;_ to the work of the National 
Maritime Bqard of which your Union is so important a constit~ent. 
It is a very fine testimony to the stutesmnnlike attitude on 
both sides of the Board that indust~ial peace should have been~ 
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preserved over so long a period. The problems· which have to be faced 
are specially difficult on account of the general character of the 
shipping industry and of the fact that the men employed in it are 
scattered all over the world. It is all the more satisfactory that 
the problems of industrial organisation which arise are dealt with so 
efficiently and in a spirit of mutual confidence. 

'.II'he recent developments of the war have brought a great many 
more ships under the control of the Allies. I need not tell you, 
however, that there are factors which tell in the opposite direction, 
such as the longer hauls over which some essential connnodities have 
now to be carried. You will know, too, that we have had many manning 
problems as a result of the many recent outrages by the enemy on 
neutral countries, and your Union has been active in helping us to 
deal with them and in assisting the organisations of seamen belonging 
to those countries which are now our Allies. 

rt remains of the utmost importance that we should all co-operate 
to secure that we get the maximum measure of efficiency in :running and 
we must ensure that there is no avoidable delay of any kind. ! have 
no doubt that we can rely on the full co-operation of you and your 
local representatives in seeing that nen join their ships to time. Y 
run glad to say that we have had only a few cases reported to us of 
delays to ships through men failing to join at the right time, but we 
hope that everyone concerned will do his best to see that any delay of 
this sort is cut right out. 'Ilhis is a very grave hour in history and 
we must, everyone of us, play our part. This is just the sort of 
matter which you are best able to handle and I am sure it will be safe 
in your hands. 

l must thank your General Secretary, Mr. Spence, for his in
vitation to attend this meeting. I need not speak to you of the 
qualities of industrial leadership which have been displayed by 
Mr. Spence during his 11~ years as your GF.eneral Secretary, but r can 
assure you that we in the Ministry of Shipping are always glad to see 
him and we pay the closest heed to his opinion, given in the light of 
his long experience and fortified as we know it to be by that shrewdnee;s, 
and honesty of judgment which are an outstanding part of his make-up. 

Jit is a great pleasure to me to have Mr.Spence and his colleagues 
in your Union, Mr.James and Mr.Reed, on my Advisory Council. This 
council, by reason of its representative nature and the high personal 
qualities of its members, is performing a most useful purpose, and I 
em very grateful for the assistance which it has rendered to the 
Miniotry. 

n hope that your Union will continue to grow in strength and Y 
am confident that as Minister of filhipping r can rely on a continuance 
of the help which you have given so freely to my predecessors, I 
shall value any suggestions which you and your leaders can make which 
will help us to improve the Merchant Navy and thus to win the war. 

None of us can yet prophesy as to the situation in which we shall 
find ourselves after we have defeated the enemy, but I should like to 
add this. It will be my aim to do what I can now to ensure that there 
is no neglect of the shipping industry after the war. A healthy 
prosperous shipping industry is essential to our country, and a vital 
link of Empire. There is a number of Dominions within the British 
Commonwealth, but it is not always recognised that there is no Dominion 
more important than the Merchant Navy which binds them a..11 together 
and without which they would tend to fall apart. We cannot have a 
healthy industry without proper conditions and proper pay for the men. 
The welfare of our seamen must not be neglected in peace or in war, and 
I can assure you that it will be my endeavour in my term of office at 
the Ministry of Shipping to see that the Merchant Navy as a whole, 
owners, officers and men, gets a square deal. 

-----000-----
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BRITISH OF? ICIAL COM['UNir"l,UE 

The following communique has been issued from general 

headquarters of the B.E.F:-

Repeated_ attacks today by German armoured and 

motorised formation in the area south of the river Scarpe 

ancl against the Schaldt position were successfully beaten 

off by the Allied forceso 

The Belgian army has contributed largely towards 

the success of the defensive battle now being fought • 

. '. ++++++++++++ 
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PRE~1S NOTICE. 

Mercantile losses, due to enemy action, for week ending 
; 

Sun/Mon midnight J 2/13th May, 1940, were:-
/ "Jo. Tonnage. 

Br~tish T 8,955 I. 

i 

Allied 1 316 

Neutral 3 5,737 
/ 

8 15,008 

The British tonnage loss is less than one half the weekly 

average British Tonnage loss since the commencement of hostilities. 

Some Dutch tonnage was inevitably lost as a result of 

the German invasion of Holland but many Dutch vessels escaped. 

GERMAN SHIPS, CAPTURED, SUNK 1 ETC. 

The German s.-s. CAMPINAS 4,541 tons is reported to- have-· 

struck a mine and sunk on 10th May. 

This brings the known total of German Mercantile losses up 

to apnroximately 630,000. A further 5 vessels, of a total tonnage 

of about 25, 000 are considered to have been sunk as the result of 

Submarine operations. This brings the total of enemy vessels sunk, 

whose names and exact tonnages it has not been possible to ascertain, 

up to 190,000 tons~ Thus the total Mercantile tonnage losses of 

Germany to date is apr;iroxi.mntely 820, 000 tons, or nearly 20% of the 

German pre-war tonnage .. 

CONVOYS:-

Up to Wednesday 15th Hay, 20,768 British, Allied and .Neutral 

ships had been convoyed in British Convoys with a loss of 31 ships 

being a loss ratio of one in 670 annroximately. Neutral ships 

convoyed totalled 3,063 with a loss of 3 or a loss ratio of one in 

1 '021 • 

ADMIRALTY, 
s .. w .. 1. 

-----oOo-----



The following is issued to the press 
by Naval Affairs, for such use as 
they may wish to make of it. 

NORWEGIAN ADVET.JTURE 

Narrative by an Officer of the Fleet Air 
~ 

At a"9proximately 1300 April 27th I took off with two 
other aircraft in company. On reaching the coast nc:ar Molde I 
saw H-A bursts in the sky in the direction of Aandalsnes. We 
proceeded in that direction at full speed at about 12000 feet and 
found a Heinkel 111 preparing to bomb H. M.8. Flamingo which was 
lying off the town. The Heinkcl was 1 ,000 foet above us, As 
we climbed towards it, it dropped a salvo of bombs which missed 
ahead, and then made off towards the south. The enemy had a two 
mile lead owing to her superior height, but after a few minutes at 
full throttle I managed to get within range. His I'ear gunner 
opened fire on me at 600 yards, but I did not reply until I judged 
I was 400 yards astern of him, when I opened fire with a long burst 
which appeared to kill his rear gunner. By this time my number 
two had caught up and was attacking him from underneo..th while I 
was attacking from above and from both beams. As soon as my 
ammunition gave out I manoeuvered in nn attempt to allow my 
observer, whom I will call Smith, to have ~ shot at him. However, 
as my number threo had now Rrrivod on the scene and tho enemy air
craft 'anpeared to be losing height with black smoke coming from 
his port engine I drew away from the fight, 

Suddenly, however, without warning my engine q_uietly 
petered out; but as I was at 11,000 feet I had plenty of time to 
look ar~und and select a place for a forced lnnding. Tho chase 
and fight h8.d lasted nbout fifteen minutes and hn.d talrnn us in 
n south-south-westerly direction. Neither I nor my observer 
ho.d any accurate idea of our position. Balow there seemed to 
ba nothing but snow and mountains with no sign of any habitation. 
When we had glided down to 5,000 feet we both snottQd what 
appeared to be a road running alone; the side of a frozen lake with 
a few small. houses at one end of it, so I decided to lRnd there 
with my wheels up. 

We made a successful landing, and tho other two 
mo.chines circled round us until they were certain that we were 
unhurt. Then they made off. Not knowing hmv close we were to 
enemy lines we set fire to our aircraft, and with tho few 
belongings we had collected started to make our way towa~~s the road, 
Unfortunately the road was covered with anything from foul' to 
six feet of soft snow. It was practico.lly i mpassible, e:..11d vve found 
going on the lake itself was easier alth ough we wore often waist 
high in snow. It took us from 1410 when we landed until 16~0 to 
reach the houses we had seen from the air and which were not more 
than two miles nway. 

They tu11ncd out to be wooden shacks, and in one of the 
three we found some rough beds, a stove and wood, a primus stove, 
some dirty cooking utensils, matches nnd a large bag of oatmeal. 
As we were exhaus t cd after our' s trugp;le through thG snow we 
decided to spend the night there nnd review the situation the 
following c1e .. y • .. .. .............................. , ............ ...... •· ········ ···•· 

/We 
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We got both stoves going, made some ver•y fine por ~ .. ido-e and had a 
good meal. Then we studied the map but could not fi:c oul'.' position 
within twenty miles. At about 1815 we heard a whistle being blown 
and immediately jumped to the donclusion that a Norwegian s11>:1 patl'.'ol 
had found us, but on going out-siO.e vrn saw a figure in grey uniform 
about two hundred yaI'ds away. Leaving Smith at the hut I went 
towards the stranger, and when I go t near was not a little disturbed 
to find that his uniform had German eagles on the coJ.lar 1 and that 
he had a large i:>evolver at his waist, and that he appeared to be 
asking me in German whether or not I was 'Deutsch!'? He couid 
speak no English and I could s peak no German, but I managed. . to 
understand that he had two friends coming along, and as neither 
Smith nor I were a?med the situation was becoming rather tricky. 
His two friends then arrived, also both armed, and they all insisted 
on shaking hands. Smith and I asked them into our hut'. One of 
them, the. pilot, was an officer , while the other two were apparently 
members of his crew, so we assumed that they came from a German 
aircraft which must have been brought down in the vicinity. All 
three were very fPiendly , and although they must have known that we 
were unarmed they did not threaten us in any way. The language 
problem was difficult ; but we managed to understand that they had 
been shot down by three British fi zhters soon after 1400. Then it 
be;]an to dawn on Smith and myself that they must be the crew of the 
Heinkel ·which we had been attacking . 

The pilot appeared to be considerably upset because his 
real'.' gunner had been killed, and when he asked us what we were doing 
Smith and I e~~changed quick glances and. said that we had been in an 
aircraft which had fo i:>ced landed owing to engine trouble. Luckily 
he accepted this statement. One of the crew, too, had a bullet 
through his elbow and was in considej:>ab le pain. 

3efore the GeJ'.'mans a Prived we had observed another build
ing about a mile away v1hich looked to be Quite large and well 
prese r ved. Giving the excuse that I was goin3 to search for more 
food I set off for this building hoping to find somebody there, while 
Smith l"emained at the hut. On m;.r way I came across a sign post and 
the name written up in large lett ers r:,ave us our position exactly. 
Hy objective tm:-ned out to be a wooden hotel which had been bombed 
and obviously deserted in a hurry. However there was plenty of food 
there, with beds and bedding and a telephone, which I could not get 
to work. I found my way back to the hut carry ing a large tin of 
biscuits and ma d.e the Germans unde j:>stand that Smith and I were going 
to spend the night at the new residence while they could remain at 
the old one. I think they realised that they were well within 
Norwegian occupied tel" j,i tory and they ap9eared to have no objection 
to this plan. We left them the tin of biscuits fol" which the 
pilot insisted on giving me a packet of cigarettes fl"'om their 
eme1"gency rations, and Smith and I arrived at the hotel shortly 
before 21 00 when it was beginning to get dark. \'le made some cof'f'ee 
on an oil stove and had a meal of biscuits selected from at least 
a dozen different tins. At 2300 we retired to bed in the best 
double room with pJ.enty of warm feather beddin~ as it was getting 
very cold. We turned 9ut at OROO and had breakfast off bacon and 
ecms coolced in most profe s sional s tyle by myself, Smith making the 
cot'feeZ 

After breakfast we talked the situation over and decided 
that the nearest point of civilisation was t wenty miles £?.Way and 
that it was out of the question to try and get the1:-e without skis. 
The telephone was out of action a s one of the lines had been 
destroyed by the bombing.. ThePe were several outhouses to the 
hotel howeveJ:> , and I decided to search thes e in the hopes of finding 
some solution to the problem. This took a long time as the doors 
were all snowed up, but eventually I did find one very ancient pair 
of s1cis .. 

/In 
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In the meantime Smith with fuc nicl of his glo.sscs had 
discovered anothe r group of buildings t wo or three miles nway from 

the hotel which we decided we must investigate. ..i'.t this moment, 
however, the Germnns arriv0d on the scene and seemed quite pre!Jnrcd 
to settle down ~t the hotel with us, so we cnme to the conclusion 
that one of us must 1ski 1 to the new collection of buildings we 
had spotted. Smith had never be en on skis in his life, nnd as I 
could bonst of one trip to Switzerland some ten years o.go it was 
arranged that I should go. Unfortunntely the German pilot 
insisted that one of his crew should 2 ccompnny me, and we did not 
feel in a position to argue. In spite of numerous twnbles I 
·managed to outpace the Gerimm who was floundering through the snow, 
o.nd after I had gone e.bout half a mile I had outdistanced him by 
some two hundred yards. At this point a Norwegian ski patrol, 
dressed in white, appeared as if from nowhere, halted us and eovered 
us with rifles. I was made to take off my skis and s.tood there 
proclaiming loudly I was English. Unfortuni.t tely the German also 
decided to say he was English and after a few moaents two shots 
r ang out and he dropped dead. (The Norwegians afterwards stated . 
that he -.had tried t ·o draw . his pistol.). The othe.r shot just missed 
me, but certainly gaY-e me a scare! Two or three of the Norwegians 
then cmne up o.nd searched me in no uncerta in mo..nner. The only thing 
I had on me . which made them a t .r..11 doubtful as to whether or not I 
was German was a 2/- piece with the head of George v. on it~ Smith, 

·h aving heard the shooting, now came floundering through the snow to 
see what was happening and was in grave danger of. being shot unt:J.1 
I shouted to hiln to hold his hands u~ and not to move. He was also 
senrched, and I managed to make one of the Norwegians understand 
tha t there were two Germans at the hotel n~med with pistols. They 
captured the tw~ remaining Germans who offered no resistance, and 
we were t aken back to the hotel where there was a Norwegian who . 
could speak f'air English and our nntionnlity was more or less 
established. We were each lent skiing boots nnd a pair of skis and 
escorted to the group of huts I hnd originally been making for, which 
turned out to be one of the rendezvous or headquarters of' these ski 
patrols- There we found three nurses of' the Norwegian Red Cross 
who hnd been retreating across country on skis from Oslo since the 
war began. .All three girls spoke English, one very well indeed, 
having a Scots mother and having lived in Edinburgh most of her life. 
Our nationality was now definitely established and we were well 
looked after and most kindly treated. 

The officer ia cha rge of the patrol made Rrrangements for an 
escort to take us and the members of the Red Cross ~ver the mountains 
to Stryne that night as anybody moving by day was liable to be 
machine-gunned from the air. Indeed, while the Norwegians were 
searching us, a Heinkel had machine-gunned us from about 4,000 f'eet 
and had dropped bombs at the hotel, all without effect. U~o:rtunately 
the escort did not turn up, so it was decided t~ move without them, 
the party consisting of Smith. and niyself, the three nurses and two 
doctors, and what ·appeared to be a couple of young local Norwegians. 
~11 were on skis except the two of us, but as the crust of the snow 
froze hard at night we were confident of being able to walk the 21 
miles to Strybe. Shortly after 0200 we set out and had an uneventf'ul 
journey, arriving at about 0730. At Stryne one of the local 
inhabitants gave us e. very fine and. welcome breakfast $lt his house 
and we were sent on from there by bus to Nordfjordeid where there 
was a Norwegia~ilitary Headquarters. J\.fter a few hours there Smith 
and I were sentJby car and motor bo c.t to Aalesund where we arrived 
at 0130 and found a room waiting for us at the Grand Hotel. The 
following morning I discovered a Major of' Marines and several Naval 
and Mari'ne officers at breakfast and l8arnt that there was a party 
of seamen and Marines stationed there. 

/They 
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They expected to be wi thdra-..vn by s ea that night, but no ship 
came. During the whole of daylight hours there vvas a continual 
succession of air raid alarms~ A few bombs were dropped, but 
on the whole the town was very little damaged. The following 
day Smith and I decided to push on to Aandalsrnrn. We set out 
at noon in a car provide d by the Norwegian authorities and each 
with a borrowed revolver and ammunition. We ha d an eventful 
journey, having to jump out of the car and hicle in woods and 
ditches on numerous occasi ons to avoid being machine-gunned and 
bombed. We eventually a rrived a t our des tination to find it 
1b9tJ3g heavily bombed, but managed to clrive through wha t remained 
of the tow:r... safely a.nd reported to Force Headquarters where we 
were given a very we lcome meal, not ho.ving eaten since.breakfast. 
Bombing continued until 2208 , and a t 2300 we joined in the final 
evacuation or the town. 

We were forced to l and a t 1400 on Saturday April 27, 
and embarked at Aandalsnes a t 1100 on We dnesd·ay May 1. During 
this . period we made a very compr•ehensi ve tour of quite a large 
:PODtion of' Norway on f'oot, by ca r a nd by boat, and both agreed 
tha t it was a lovely c ountry we would like very much to visit 
aga in under happier circums t ances. But nobody could have been 
more relieved than we were to f'ind ours elves once again aboard 
one of H.M. ships on our wa y b ack to Engl and. 

+++++++++ 
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PRESS NOTICE 

Civil Nursing Reserve. 

The Minister of Health (Mr. Malcolm MacDonald) has 
arranged that all trained nurses~ assistant nurses and nursing 
muxiliaries in the Civil Nursing Reserve who have been allocated 
as "mobile" members for whole-time hospital work outside London; 
but are not yet so empl~'dare now to be regarded as o.vailable 
for service, if need arises, in any co..sualty hospital in England 
and Wales. 

Until now, mobile members, although they have 
'V'Olunteered for service wherever required, have been o.lloco.ted 
to a particular hospital in the first instance. In future 
they will be called up as reg_uired by the Rer,iono.l Nursing 
Officers of the Ministry of Heal th. In E~enernl they will be 
required to serve only in the Civil Defence Resion where they 
are registered, but it may be necessary to draw upon a Regional 
"pool" of nursing personnel to meet the urgent needs of another 
Region. 

The general effect of the new arrangement is to malte 
the Civil Nursing Reserve organ~sation more flexible and ready 
to meet a demand for nurses wherever it may arise. 

This decio.ion ha
1

s been mo.de as a matter of urgency 
in the present circumsto.nces 1 as the Minister of Health has been 
charged with the responsibility of o.rro.ngins, through the 
Emergency Hospital Scheme, for the hospitnl treatment of all 
Service casualties not accommodated in Military Hospitals, 
as well as that of air ro.id co.sualties occurring in this 
country. 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
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21/5/YQ - No, 8~ 

Air Ministry Bulletin 723• 

HEAVY BOMBilfG BY R.A,F. 

The Air Ministry Announces 
.~ I 

Yesterday heavy bombing attacks were made by R.A.F. 

ai~craft on the enemy's lines of communication and troop 

concentrations in the areas inunediately behind the fighting 

fronts in France and Belgium. The attacks were continued 

during the night. , 

In a night raid on Rotterdam oil tanks were bombed and 

set on fire. 

AIR Mil:rISTRY. 
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PRESS NO'l1 ICE 

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE MORNING PAPEIB OF MAY 22, NOT TO BE 
ISSUED ON CLlJB TAPES 9 OR BROADCAST BEFORE 7 a.m. ON MAY, 22. 

The Treasury have issued the Import Duties (Exemptions) 

Noo 2) Order, l940 , whi ch provides for the Exemption of certain 

imported fre s h fish of for e i gn catching from the general ad-

val orem duty of lo~:; for a per~~od of on e year, 

The Order comes int o operation on Thursday, 23rd May, 1940, 

and is pub1ished b~r H,l\.LSo Oo to···day as Statutory Rules & Order 

1 9L~O Y No o 731,. 

TREASURY 
---·-- ...... ..,......J. 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN 724. 21. 5.40 No.1 o. 

Air Ministry n ews servic e . 

RO'i'TERDAM OI L TANKS BOMBBD . 

A column of smoke drift ed t o nheight of 7,000 feet 
e.fter aircraft of th e R. A. F. Cons tal Command had bombed the oil 
refinery and many of the tanks at Rottord~m. 

The a ircraf t found the putch petroleum harbour 
brilliantly lit by the light of the moon when they arrived on Monday 
night. A few minutes l a ter they added their own illuminations, 
with a dir ect hit on one of the huge ~etrol tanks. There was a 
tremendous ex'.,)losj_on, and a yellow glow lighted up the whole area. 

The pilot who dropped this salvo banked steeply and came 
over the :b&rget again, As he did so, he saw smaller tanks nearby 
blow up one after the other. He counted four tanks ablaze, and 
s aw that the fire wns spreading towards others. 

One by one the aircraft dived in and dropped their salvos 
fr om a low altitude. They watched the column of smoke from the 
burning petrol and oil grow until it r eached high into the sky 
above them. 

Numerous fires were raging round the tanks, and direct 
hits on the refinery set that ablaze t oo . It burned with a blue 
flame, 

To deliver their at t2ck, the 0ircraft hnd to fly th~ough 
a terrific barrage of shrRpnel and flaming onions that the Naz1 
ground defences flung up at them~ The only damage, however, 
was to the tail !') lane of one of our o. ircraft, and that was very 
slight. 

AIR MINIS TRY. 

-----oOo-----



_gl. 5.40 - NO~ 12 

Government Evacu_§;,tion §.£h~~ 

Provisio.!.1:.._9f Ho_stel§_ 

Detailed suggestions as to the lines on which 
hostels for evacuated school children should be planned by 
receiving authorities, under the extended powers announced 
in the Ministry's Circular (No. 2017) of the 13th May, are 
contained in a Memorandum, (Memo EVo.9.) issued by the Minister 
of Heal th (Mr. Malcolm. MacDonald)" 

The Memorandum stresses the importance of proper 
staffing and supervision~ and suggests that a local authority 
setting up a hostel should appoint a small visiting committee 
to inspect it at intervals~ · The Memorandum indicates in detail 
the lines upon which local authbPities are to proceed in sele~ting 
the children to be accommodated~ premises, equipment and domestic 
arrangements and staff o The importance of choosing experienced 
and suitable persons for work in the hostels, and above all for 
the post of warden, is emphasisedo 

The Memorandum points out that provision must be made, 
not merely for the board m1d lodging of the children, but for an 
orderly and regular life, with the organisation of _their leisure 
as well as their school worko 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
WHITEHALL, s.w. 1. 



21/5/40 No. 13. 

!Q.MIRJiLTY OFFICIJ-iL COMMUNIQUE 

" 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to 

announce* that as a result of damage sustained through 

striking an , uncharted rock of'f the Norwegian coast, 

H•M.S~ ~FFINGH.AM; Captain J.M. Howson, R.N• has become 

a total loss• 

There were no casualties. 

ADMIRALTY, 
s. w. 1. 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN No.725. 
Air Ministry News Service. 

21/5/40 - No. 16. 

BALLOON BARRAGE WANTS MEN. 

Men of intelligence and good physique are wanted 

for duties with the balloon barrage. They should be 

between the ages of 30 and 45. 

Suitable recruits will be trained in rigging 

(scaffolders), fabric work (upholsterers) or winch driving 

(crane operators). All will be taught to drive cars and 

lorries. 

The pay is 2s. a day until training is completed; 

subsequently from 3s.6d. a day, with prospects of promotion. 
r 

AIR AFFAIRS. 



21/5/40. - No. 17. 

Speaking at the Central Hall Westminster, to-night (Tuesday), 
at a meeting arranged by the Uiddlesex :1:ducation Committee, Mr. 
Kenneth Lindsay, M.P., announced that he would be surrender ng the 
leadership of the National Youth Committee to his successor in 
ffice, Mr. Chuter Ede, the new Parliamentary SecJ'.'etary to th 

Doard of Education. 

Mr. Lindsay reviewed the progress made by the National 
Youth Committee since its appointment in October last, and said 
that machinery now existed all over the ountry for grappling 
with the gigantic problem of providing for the positive 
development of 3,000,000 British Youth. 1'But unless demands are 
made of youth to give some form of service to the community 
and unless the national leaders of youth rise fJ'.'om their own 
ranks, we shall have failed in our main task." 

There was evidence," said Mr. Lindsay, that youth was 
demanding more 09portunities for national service. "Thousands 
of boys and girls will be helping in the harvest fields this 
summer, and others were already pej'.'forming a variety of services 
but it was possible to provide a much wider youth service, 
perhaps even to relieve older men and women for more arduous 
and skilled worlc 11

• 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
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OFFICIAL ADMIRALTY COMMUNIQ,U~. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to 

announce that the minelayer H.M.s. PRINCESS 

VICTORIA 9 Captain J~B.E. Hall~ R.N., has been 

sunk by an enemy mine. The Commanding Officer, 

2 officers and 31 ratings are missing and it is 

feared that they have lost their lives. 

The next of kin have been informed • 

.,,.;... _______ ..... ___ _ 
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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED REFORE THE MORNING OF WEDNESDAY 
22nd MAY, NOT TO BE BROADCAST BEFORE 7 a.m. (B. S. T}~2tld~•May. 

WEST INDIES DEVELOPMENT 

It is announced b~ the Colonial Office that 

Mr. A. J. Wakefield, Director of Agriculture, Tanganjrika 

Territory, has been selected for appoin~ment as Inspector

General of Agridtilture in the West Indies. He will be 

a member of the organisation, to be established under a 

Comptroller, for the planning, supervision and execution of 

schemes of development and welfare in the w~st Indies. 

(Mr. Wakefield was appointed as Stock Inspector 
in Northern Rhodesia in 1923 and was transferred to Tanganyika 
a District Agricultural Officer in the following year. In 1930 
he was promoted to the post of Senior Agricultural Officer in 
Tanganyika, and received fUrther promotion in 1925 to the 
post of Deputy Director in the same Territory. Three years 
later he was appointed to his present post). 

DOMINIONS AND COLONIAL OFFICES, 
Press Section. 
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PRESS NOr:l' ICE 

(WAR OFFICE NOT TO BE QUOTED FOR THE FOLLOWING) 

Latest reports reaching London shog that the B.E.Fo 

is fighting well on the positions assigned to it and is 

in good heart. 

To the south of the British frontp the situation is 

still obscure but German claims in t his areq are known 

to 'be based on the limits r eached by small mechanical 

det achments. 

!AR. OFFICE 

No. 20 
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The Minister of Supply Mr. Herbert Morrison has 

appointed Ml"'• H. H. Selle.r to be his Principal Private 

Secretary, and Mr. A •. A. Part ana_ Miss E. M. Donald 

to be his Assistant Private Secretaries. 

M,J:nrs~~y OF SUPPLY. 
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FOR RELEASE I N NEWSPAPERS OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 22nd. 

ECONOMIC CONVERSATIONS WITH ITALY~ 

The Right Honourable Sir Wilfrid Greene, the Master of 

the Rolls, has left for Rome in order to renew his contacts 

with the Italian Government as Chairman of the British Delegation 

to the Anglo-Italian Joint Standing Committee• This Comrnitte~ 

was set up after the outbreak of war in order to provide 

convenient machinery for the discussion between the British 

and Italian Gove~nrnents of economic matters affecting the two 

countries, 

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE NEWS DEPARTMENT. 
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Not to be published before the morning 
of Wednesday 22nd May, not to be broadcast before 

7 a.m. (B.S.T.) 22nd May. 

PROFESSOR SIR WILSON JAMESON 

It is announced by the Coloni~l Office that the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed Professor 

Sir Wilson Jameson, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., D.Ph., Denn of 

the London School of Hyeiene and Tropical Medicine, as his 

Medical Adviser in succession to the late Dr. A.J.R. O'Brien, 

C.M.G., M.C. 

The appointment will take effect from the 1st June and 

will be of a part-time nc..ture. By arrangement with the ' 

Governing Body of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, Sir Wilson JD.meson will continue to act as Dean o'£ 

the School. 

DOMINIONS & COLONIAL OFFICES~ 
Press Section. 
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Air Ministry New~ Service. 

MINISTER'S APPEAL TO AIRCRAFT 
WORKERS. 

Lora. Be&tVerbrook, Minister of Aircraft Production .. makes 

the following appeal:-

"All employees of aircraft factories, aero engine 

works, factories making component parts for aerop~anes, 

and plants engaged on sub-contro.ctrts for the air 
/ 

programme are invited to work on Saturday and Sunday, 

Mc..y 25th and 26th, and also on Saturday and Sunday, 

June 1st and 2nd. 

1'They are asked to work by night and by day, full 

overtime for the present. 

"Any firm unable to follow this advice for any 

rea~on should send me a telegram explaining the 

difficulties and I will do what I can to smooth them 

out. " 

AIR AFFAIRS. 
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R.A.F. BOMB TROOP CONCENTRATIONS. 

The Air Ministry announces: -

YesterC:.ay (Monday) morning Blenheim aircraft carried 

out a successful attack on armoured vehicles in the Arras-Cambrai 

area. 

In the afternoon, heavy bombing attacks were made in 

the Arras-Bapaume area. All our aircraft returned. 

During the night, a large force of R.A.F. bombers 

attacked troop concentrations in the Cambrai-Le Gateau -

st.Quentin area. In the forest of Nuvion, north of the Aisne, 

a successful attack was made on enemy troops, several large 

fires were started in this area. From these operations five 

of our aircraft failed to return. 

Today, (Tuesday), our bomber and fighter aircraft 

have been continuously engaged in operations over the confused 

fighting fronts in Belgium and Northern France. 

AIR AFFAIRS. 
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PRESS NOTICE. 

Every National Registration Identity Card contains 

spaces for the writing of the holder's address and signature 

on the inner right hand page. This page is headed 'do 

nothing with this part until you are told.' 

The public are now instructed that the holder 1 s 

address and signature must be written on every Identity Card. 

This should be done at once, From now on, everyone should 

carry his Identity Card properly filled up and be ready to 

show it if required. 

MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY .. 
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mm·ADc{\ST BY 'l'HE MINISTE~ OF IHFORMATION 

RT. HON. A. DUFF COOPER , M. P, 

When ± talked to you ls.st vrnek I ·Narnecl you to be prepared fo1' 
bad news ahd asked you to meet it . as bravely as our troops are 
meeting the attacks of the enemy. 

The news to-day is grave; it is no good pretending that it 
is not, But there is no cause for serious alarm, still less 
for panic' Through the successful employment of a new technique 
of war, small bodies of' the German Army have succeeded in 
penetrating to great distances, but they are small bodies onlu and 
the: ouccesses that they have achieved have involved them in f'earful 
danger~ The Army of Great Britain and the far greater Army of 

'France are still occupying the bnttlefiold and they are undefeated. 
It is hard enough to understand ·;..rhat has taken )lace in a battle 
after it is over; it is quite impossible to understand while it 
is taking place~ The fog of war hangs over the vast area where 
the conflicting forces are engaged; flashes of news come out of 
it from time to tim and are subsequently contradicted or confirmed. 
we hear that one vantage point has been gained, another lost, 
another regainea. 1 and out of these spnre scraps of nerrn, imagination 
is inclined to build vast structures of conjecture. 

Three facts . alone can be definitely stnted; first, that . the 
present objective of the enemy ~s the Channel Ports, from which he 
hopes to launch war upon this Islo.nd. Secondly, that small ·· 
parts of his mechanised troops have succeeded in eluding their 
opponents, in advancing great distances and coming near to their 
objective, thirdly: that thG ar·mies of England and France are 
undefeated., In enormously superior numbers they occupy the battle
field and ·the counter attack, when it comes, should. prove formidable. 
The swaying fortunes of' the fight matter little, it is the end of 
the battle that counts, ancl a.s I told you last week the end of this 
battle, whatever it may be, cannot entail t~e defeat of Great 
Britain or France in the wo.r. Meo.nwhile it is the old story -
which has been told again and again and which nevertheless always 
comes as a surprise to everyone. The sudden advance, the unexpected 
weight of the attack, the initial gaj.ns, f'ar greater than i;vere · 
anticipated - it is the story of August 1914 and of March 1918 
and let us hope that it will find the same ending~ 

Meanwhile, it is for each one of us to play our part, the battle 
is being brought so close to our shores tha~ each and everyone of 
us is talcing part in it. Therefore v--re are all soldiers and as such 
we must acquit ourselves. The first quality of a soldier is 
courage, a· quality in which I am confident we shall not be found 
lacking. 

/Let me 
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Let me repeat to you the warning that I gave the other 
day against the danger of rumour. .I experienced such a good · 
example of it myself this afternoon. I was told by a perfectly 
reliable and truthful reporter that the Prime Minister of 
France had said that nothing but a miracle could save his 
country. I could hardly believe that so stalwart a fighter as 
Mr. Paul Reynaud had said anything of the sori;i, but I am afraid 
that I repeated to several other peopee what · ~ had been told and 
it was not until I came to read the actual account of it that 
I found he had said SQmething quite different' His message 
was one Of superb confidence; he firmly announ~ed .his faith that 
nothing could defeat the united forces of the Frerich Republic 
and the British Empire and he added that if tomorrow, or at some 
future date, any faint-hearted person were to come to him and say 
that nothing but a miracle could save France, then he would feel 
confident that that miracle would be performed. 

I think that these grave events will act, indeed that they 
have already acted, as a tonic to the nation. I ·find wherever I 
go the calra spirit of inflexible determination. The House of Commons 
th.is afternoon was a· ·very different assembly from what it was . before 
Whitsun. It reminded me of tbe words of Macaulay "Then none was 
for a PartYthen all were for the Stat.e. 11 Our old Party differe:r:ices 
which have often been so bitter in the past and may be so in the 
future, had been laid aside as playthings for which we had no .longer 
any use. Something of so much greater importance had taken. their · 
place. There was only one sentiment in the minds of all - It was 
an united House of Commons, united as perhaps it has never been, 
for the danger is so great and so close. I do not believe th~re 

is one !.:lember of that great assembly who does not love his cptintry 
more thanfu all beside. We were all, I am sure,- impressed by one 
passage in the Prime Minister's speech last Sund~y.. He said that 
if the bombs begin to f . 11 on our own soil we should have at least 
the gratification of kn0wing that for every one that falls here 
there will 1•a one less to be hurled at our troops, to be hurled 
at our soldiers and ou1 sailors. It is that fact that gives us 
the high p:.:•dlv!Llege of calling .them our comrades. Do yotl, remember 
the splendir:'. (.;lose of' Henry V 1 s speech before the Battle of 
Agincou:b;t.;1 when hl,, wa.s rep:roaching his staff for expressing the wish 
that sox;' · )f tiw idle people in England should be present to assist 

in the comil\s :: battle? - That on the contrary, in his opinion, 
"the fl:J .. _, .. . tr:JAU the greater share of honour". He concluded "GJmtlemen 
in England now abed will tJ'1~ 1k themselves '1ccursed if they ''°-''· 
not here, and h9ld their mar.u.1.ood cheap whlf.le any speaks that fought 
with us upon J t. Crispin's day." These things are o..11 changed 
in our century. Neither gentlemen nor ladies who will shortly be 
going to bed, need hold their manhood nor their womanhood cheap, 
because as I have said, we are one ahd all engaged in the great 
battle, We here behind the line must play our part as worthily 
as those who are keeping watch tonight in the front line, or those 
who may spring to the attack at dawn tomorrow, Let them feel, let 
them know that behind their steady lines there exists the vast 
reserve of a calm, a faithful and a united people. 

++++++++ 
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Air Ministry News Se.rvice~ 

ADD R .A. F ~ BOMBS GERM/:,.N TROOPS. --·-rrssue ..... N0-~-25:"-r---

German troops, movirg once ci.gnin o ver the battlefield of 
Arras, Bapnume, St. Quentin~. o.nd Cambrai, were subjected to 
repeated att acks by aircraft of the ILA . F. th1•ougl1out_ last 
(Monday) nigh t and the early hours of this morningo Long columns 
of mechanised units were continually hnrassed and often disorg8!1-
ised, and here and there roads o.nd bridges in the path of the 
advancing enemy were bombed and des troyedc 

In the light of an 1:1.lmost full moon the distinctive features 
of the countryside, familiar 23 years ago to young pilots of 
another generation, were easily discerned, and only in two instances 
did the raiders experience nny difficulty in locating their target. 
Tanks, armoured cars, troop transport s , and other rein:f'orcements 
were vigorously nttackedo 

Near a village off one of the main roads leading to Cambrai, 
a section of Blenheim bombers located and attacked a mile-long 
procession of motor transport. Neo.:t'er to Cnmbrai 9 another section. 
of Blenheim aircraft delivered a ser•itrn of attacks on motorised 
uni ts that were protected by pom·-poms 8.nd light guns on mobile 
platforms, c·ross roads and importo.nt railway lines in the district 
of Bapaume were also bombed and temporarily made unusable. 

Wellington aircraft conc entrated mainly on a triangular area 
roughly drawn between Crunbrai, St. Quentin, and Hirson. Roads and 
rai]ways were systematically searched~ and troops and transports 
on the move, and troop concen:trations t aking cover in copses and 
forests were bombed and machine gu.:nned.o One aircraft, becoming 
aware of the movement of troops in the forest of Nouvion, dropped 
a number of bombs, and within a few mj_nutes a raging fire spread 
over a wide areac Machine gun posts in the open spaces of the 
forest were attacked and silenced. Another Wellington, flying over 
the forest of Raismes, observed the remains of an ammunition dump 
and dropped a salvo of bombs in order to complete its destruction. 

Near Le Cateau, a convoy of heavy lorries was seen approaching 
a village. A low level diving att-ack was at once carried out. 
Bombs being dropped at the head and in the centre of the convoy. 
Afterwards one aircraft added to the scene of disorder by sweeping 
the convoy with machine gun fireo Thj.s same bomber also scored 
four hits on a railway station and junction at Wassigny. 

Attacks by other Wellinq;ton aircraft were also successful. 
Two bombs destroyed a canal bridge near Guise. Outside Le Cateau 
two hi ts were made on a stationary tre.J.n which was about to move 
off, and German motor vehicles passing through the Forest of Mormal 
were also heavily attacked o In the search for enemy troops on the 
road, some of our pilots were occas ionally deceived by shadows 
cast by trees at the roadsideo One pilot, on his return, reported 
that he had made five close invest igations before he realised 
that the suspe~ted troops were nothing more than the shadows of 
poplar trees. 

South east of Cambrai important cross roads were bombed, in 
the course of further attacks carried out by a strong force of 
Whitley and Hampden aircraft. A bridge over the Oise at Mont 
D'Origny was also bombed, and later inspection of the target 
showed that the brj_dge was s agging in the centre and that the 
carriage way was almost touching the wat-.ero 

AIR AFFAIRS. 



FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE. 

(EVENING) 

The following is to-night's French Official Communique:

In the region North of the Somme the enemy, continuing 

his pressure, succeeded in pushing his advance elements as 

far as Amiens and Arras, 

On the rest of the front the situation is unchanged in 

spite of local efforts by the enemy. 

Intense activity by our reconnaissance aircraft and our 

bombing formations who with collaboration of bombing units of 

the navy ceaselessly harrassed enemy troops on the ground. 

The minimum number of enemy aeroplanes which French aircraft 

and our anti-aircraft defence alone shot down in our lines 

between May 10th and May 19th is now known to be 308& 
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RAID WARNING 

'.Rhe Air Ministry announces:-

An air raid warning was sounded in East 

Kent this evening. 

----000----

AIR AFFAIRS 
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RAIDERS PASSED 

The Air Ministry announces:-

The ''·raiders passed" signal was sounded in Eaet 

Kent about an hour after the air raid warning was given. 

(This refers to Issue 32 today) 

AIR AFFAIRS 


