
11/5/40 - Noo 1 

His Majesty the King last night sent t e legrams to the King of the 

Belgians, the Queen of the Netherlands, and the Grand Duchess of Luxem~cuig, 

The text of the three telegrams vrns as follows: -

To the King of the Belgians, 
Brusselso 

Buckingham Palaceo 

German forces are invading Your country in flagrant violati on 
of international law and of specific assurances given by the 
German Government. This outrage is connnitted in spite of the 
strict neutrality observed by Belgium since the outbreak of vvar ., 
I wish to express to Your Majesty how deep is My disgust at this 
crime and how profotmd My admiration for the galla~:!. t resistance 
now being made by the Belgian people under Your Majesty's leadership. 

For the second time within a quarter of a century Germany has 
made an unprovoked attack upon Your country and once more, in accor
dance with the obligations assumed by My Government and the French 
Government, Allied forces are hastening to the support of Your 
people. I have complete faith that together our arms will again 
prevail and that Belgium will maintain her freedom and independence. 

In this critical hour I wish to convey to Your Majesty and to 
Your people an expression of the sympathy and admiration for Your 
country which is felt by My peoples throughout the world. 

To the Queen of the Netherlands, 
The Hague._ 

GEORGE R. I. 

Buckingham Palace q 

I am profoundly shocked by the news of the brutal and wholly 
unwarranted German invasion of Your Majesty's country. Not only is 
this action a defiance of international law and of solemn under
takings, but without any pret ence of warning, the neutrality 9 s o 
strictly observed by the Netherlands since the outbreak of war 9 has 
been grossly outraged. I wish to express to Your Majesty My 
disgust at this crime c.DC. 3:y admiration for the brave resistance 
which is being made by the people of the Netherlands under Your 
Majesty's leadership. 

In response to the appeal which My Government has received f :r·om 
Your Majesty's Government, the Allies are hastening to the support 
of Your Majesty's forces. I am confident that our cause will 
prevail, and that the Netherlands, true to their own history, will 
still remain the home of free me:o.o 

In this hour of trial and anxiety I wish to convey to Your 
Majesty and to all Your people an expression of the sympathy and 
admiration for Your country which is felt by My peoples throughout 
the world. 

To Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess 
of Luxembour~----

GEORGE R. I o 

Buckingham Palaceo 

The news of the brutal and wholly unwarranted German invasion 
of Your Royal Highness' country has deeply shocked meo This action 
is a flagrant breach of international law and of solemn undertakingso 
With no warning, the neutrality 9 so strictly observed by Luxembourg 
since the outbreak of war, has been outragedo I wish to express to 
Your Royal Highness My disgust at this crime and in these days of' 
anxiety and distress to convey to Your Royal Highness and to all 
your people My profound sympathy for your country . 

(FOREIGN OFFICE NE}Y_§__D?:PP~1'M~T). 
GEORGE R. L 
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GERMAN TROOP-CARRYING AIRCRAFT DESTROYED. 

The Air Ministry announces: -

German troop-carrying aircraft on the aerodrome at Rotterdam. 
and on the beach near The HagU.e, were attacked and destroyed 
yesterday (Friday) afternoon by Royal Air Force aircraft of 
Bomber Corrnnand. 

The raids, which were carried out by strong forces of our 
bombers, followed so quickly on the German occupation of the 
landing ground that the enemy had had no time in which to estab1ish 
an anti-aircraft defence system. The only ground opposition 
came from t .he guns IJf stationary aircraft and was ineffective. 
Enemy fighters, however, were active in force and a number of 
combats took place. 

The attacks on Rotterdam's former civil airport at Waalhaven 
began shortly after three o'clock yesterday (Friday) afternoon, 
The airport hangars, presumably fired by the Dutch before 
evacuation,were already ablaze when the first of the British 
bombers arrived over the aerodrome. Attacks were concentrated on 
the large number of enemy aircraft including 50 troop-carriers, whic 
which were dispersed along the sides of the aerodrome, and numerous 
direct hits were noted, until the :pall of smoke over the aerodrome 
from successive bombing attacks became so dense as to make close 
observation impossible. Four enemy aircraft were destroyed in 
one dive-bombing attack alone, numerous fires were started and 
heavy casualti es were inflicted on enemy personnel. 

Ten enemy troop carriers which had disembarked troops on 
the beach about 8 miles north of The Hague were also attacked by 
a British bomber force in concert with long-range fightersc 
Flying low above the beach and firing with their front guns, the 
British fighters first attacked the line of stationary aircraft 
with devastating effect. 

The bombers, attacking from a higher level, followed up the 
onslaught with salvos of high explosive bombs. One salvo, 
bursting 20 feet away from a troop transport, was seen to lift the 
great three-engined machine bodily off the ground, and as it fell 
back it burst into flames. 

When the raiding force withdrew, two enemy aircraft could be 
seen half-submerged in the wo.ter, two more were in flames , and 
the remainder were riddled by bullets and bomb splinters. 

AIR AFFAIRS. 



./ 

11/5/40:. - ·No, 3. 

FRENCH O:F1FICIAL COMMUNI 0,UE (MORNING) 

Paris, Saturday, May 11. 

The following official communique was issued 

this morning from French General He adquarters:-

During the night our movements continued in 

Belgium. In the south of Luxembourg, in spite of violent 

attacks, the enemy was unable to effect any new advances. 

Nothing to report in Lorraine and Alsace. 

The bombing by German aviation in French territory 

yesterday caused many victims amongst the civilian population~ 

The High Command regrets to announce more than a hundred 

killed and wounded, including more particularly women and 

children~ 

The French bombers attacked during the night several 

enemy aerodromes. Numerous aerial reconnaiss ances were made 

over German territory. 

All our aeroplanes returned to their bases. 

++++++ ++ 



l]/5/40 

Th e Min i s t er of Inf ormation yesterday signed 

the Confrol of Com:rnunicat i on s Order (Noo 2) 1940. 

lWo. 4. 

The effec t of t h j_s Order is to make it illegal 

for a."Ylyone to send or c on vey or have in his possession 

for the p.nrpose of sending or conve~ring, to any destination 

out s i de the un ·i t e a_ K1ngd.om otherwise than by post the 

Tl1e Ord.e ~'.' a l s o makes it illegal to distribute 

these n ewspapers by post t o destinations outside the 

Uni tee. Kingdom~ othervvi se t h an under a Permit granted by 

t h e Deputy Chi.er Genso~:' (Pe r-mi -L s ) o 

IJJhc 1tDatJ..y Worh:e!' 11 and. " Action" are well known 

to ma:tce a pract i ce of pu'bl ishi n g allegations which create 

in the mj_nds of neutr·als mi sapprehension about British 

pol icyu It has l ieen dec ided that no permit under this 

Order shaJ.1 be at present grant ed in respect of either 

nevrnpaper a 

Similar powe r s to st o~ the export of newspapers 

also existed in the :ast war Q 

--~-.,·· 00 0···-~--

MJ~l§J' ~y O_F~ . lN~E. Qf.J'illi!I O}i? 
MAY ll , 19h0 . __ ,..,.~..._~ ..... ~ ... -.-.-...~:H 



11/5/40 - No. 5. 

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR BROADCAST UNTIL. 
THE MORNING OF MONDAY, MAY 13, 1940. 

H.M.S. DUNOON. 

OFFICIAL ADMIRALTY COMMUNIQUE, 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to announce the 

following casualties in H.M.S. 'DUNOONt:-

MISSING BELIEVED KILLED. , 

OFFICERS. 

Lieutenant-Commander H.A. Barclay, R.N. 
(in command) 

Temporary Sub-Lieutenant R.A. Hill, R.N.V.R. 

Lieutenant J.H.C. Torr, R.N.R. 

RATINGS. 

Brown, Noel 

Bryant, N. G. 

Champkin, H.H. 

Glanville, Bartholomew 

Hales, G.H. 

Johnson, A.B. 

Johnson, G.W. 

Martin, c.w. 
Morgan, G,H, 

Mulholland, James 

Osborn, Christopher 

Redgrave, A.W. 

Rouse, B~R. 

Sargeant, E.J. 

Shackleton, Joseph 

Smith, W.C. 

Acting Leading Signalman. 

Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

.Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Chief Stoker 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker, 2nd Class. 

Stoker, 1st Class. 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker, 2nd Class. 

Chief Petty Officer. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Telegraphist. 

C/SSX.14235 

C/.JX.145226 

c/ssx. 28744 

C/SSX.24425 

C/SSX. 28750 

O/K. 63158 

C/.J.92286 

C/KX. 97661 

C/K. 65175 

c/ssx.15923 

C/KX. 97662 

C/JX.1L~6178 
Pension No.12976 

C/JX.156209 

C/SSX. 27513 

C/SSX.16265 

c/ssx. 2768L~ 



Taylor, Frederick 

Waddingham, R.E. 

Wakeling, G.R. 

Waterfield, _J.A• 

Webb, G.-H.; 

Whittingham, E.c. 
Williams, L~ R. 

Woods, Joseph 

MALTESE RATINGS 

James, John 

Gos bee,, C.J.E .. , 

Kilf'ord, E.C., 

Melrose, w. 
Oldmall, E.E. 

Smyth, W.R. 

- 2 -

Stoker, 1st Class. C/KX.,91272 

Stoker, 2nd Class. C/KX.96032 

Leading Seaman. C/J.112561 

Able Seaman. O/SSX.21784 

Stoker, 1st Class. CjIQc.78390 

Stoker Petty Officer. C/K.62959 

Able Seaman. . C/JX.143856 

Ordinary Signalman. C/JX.154683 

Leading Steward. E/l.6313 

WOUNDED. 

Stoker. C/KX.84423 

Able Seaman. C/JX,149165 

Stoker. C/KX,86044 

Stoker C/KX.96211 

Stoker. C/KX.96102 
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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED OR BROADCAST Ul\TTIL THE 

MORNING OF MONDAY, MAY 13, 1940. 

H.M.S. AFRIDI 

OFFICIAL AD~~IRALTY COMMUNIQUE 

~he secretary of the Admiralty regrets to announoe the 

following casualties in H.M.S. 'AFRIDI 1
• :-

Missing. believed dead. 

Officers. 

Mr. R.Tufellor. 

Ratings. 

Adams, J .H. 

Adams, Joseph 

Armstrong, Bernard. 

Baker, D\F, 

B:owditch, C.H. 

Rowen, E.W. 

BU.dgen, D'onald 

Eushnell, J. s. 

Butler, J.R. 

@hester, J. G,. 

8hrestian, Angus 

(C;ogan, P. 

Cormack, Donald. 

Dingle, A.E. 

Rixter, Eric 

Ford, H.E. 

GU.yler, W* J. R. 

Hanks, H. G. 

Warrant Telegraphist. R.N. 

Signalman. 

Acting Electrical . 
Artificer, 4th Class. 

Stoker, 1st Class. 

Te legra:phist. 

Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Signalman. 

Stoker Petty Officer. 

Supply Petty Officer. 

Leading Telegraphist. 

Se !3IDan, R. N. R. 

Ordinary Telegraphist. 

Leading S e arnan. 

Leading Telegraphist. 

Leading Se aman. 

Acting Petty Officer 
Telegraphist. 

Stoker, 1st Class. 

Acting Leading Telegraphist. 

Acting Petty Officer 
Telegraphist. · 

P/JX,149292· 

P/:MX •. 56825· 

P/KX •. 92078. 

P/JlC.149028. 

P/J.106399. 

P/SlBOC. 29089. 

P/K. 55752. 

P/MX.47931 

P/JX.133878 

x •. 20469.A. 

P/JX .. 156055 

D/JX.125256. 

P/JX.135229. 
P/J.107773. 

P/J .. 100171 

P/K.64659 

P/J.114560 

P/J. 82823. 



Harcus, Gillies. 

Harris, E. J. 

Harrison, . T., R. 

Hartley s W. D. 

Harvey, A. A. 

Harvey, F. F. 

Herridge, Jack 

Hill, D. F. 

Hodges, G. 

James, R. T. 

Lambkin, G. }... 

Legg, R. B. 

Levy, J. E. D. 

Middlebrook, Howard 

McGinty, Manus M. 

Merrick, Thomas 

Napier, J. D. 

Notting , John 

Parkes , J .P. 

Price, V. c. 

Rattue, Frank 

Robertson , James 

Roberts, W. H. 

Robinson, Wm. 

Russell, G. G. 

Salter, E. J. 

Simpson, K. H. 

Wright, R.P. 

Wyatt, Albert 

N • .A.. A. F. I. Staff. 

c. Penkethman 

A.F. King 
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Able Seaman 

Able Seaman. 

Stolcer, 2nd Class 

Able Seaman 

Acting Leading Seaman 

Telegraphist 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Stoker 

Leading Seaman 

Ordinary Telegraphist 

Ordinary Telegraphist 

Acting Leading 
Telegraphist 

Boy, 1st Class. 

Stoker, 1st Class 

Acting Petty Officer 
Telegraphist 

Stoker, 1st Class 

Stok er, 1st Class 

Signalman 

Stoker, 1st Class 

Stoke~ 1st Class 

Leading Stok er 

Stoker 1st Class 

Stok er 1st Class 

Petty Officer 
Telegraphist 

Leading Signalman 

Stoker, 2nd Class 

Able Seaman 

Canteen Mana ge r 

Trainee 

P /SSX. 21252. 

D/SSX. 244~3. 

P/KX. 98108. 

P/JX. 152721. 

P/JX. 135932. 

P/JX. 142048. 

P/J. 93618. 

P/JX. 135957· 

D/SSX. 21399. 

P/KX. 83087 

P/JX. 129328. 

P/SSX. 28813. 

P/JX. 157477. 

P/JX. 138317. 

P/JX. 159062. 

P/KX. 92069. 

P/J. 112344. 

P/KX. 91564. 

P/Kx. 84172. 

P/JX. 126917. 

P/Kx. 83085. 

P/KX. 84491. 

P/KX. 82520. 

P/Kx. 91952. 

P/K. 60232. 

P/J. 73767. 

P/JX. 129705. 

P/Kx. 96112. 

P/SSX. 19962. 



Died of Wounds. 

Ratings. 

Keeling, A. J. 

Wounded. 

Ratings 

Bailey, F. L. 

Bennett, Douglas 

Bennett, John 

Bonner, s. s. 
Bowyer, Raymond 

Briggs, H. A. 

Cashmore, W. P. 

Compton, Frederick 

Coonibes, Christopher 

Dodd, Joseph 

Eccles, Albert 

Hartley, W<- W. 

Halt, E. 

Jaclcri1an, Edward 

Kirk, H. C. 

Marden, James 

Newson, P. J. 

Oxford, W.R. 

Perkins, Edward 

Phillpott, E. A. 

Shephard, Albert 

Spiteri, Carmelo 

Taylor, T. A. 

Tindale, G. c. 
Wa1·d, Fred 

Wells, Ernest 

1/Vestga te, J .. R. 

Wheeldon, Arthur 

Wheeler, A. J. 

Wheeler, Maurice F.W .. 

Wille~r:·, D. G. 

Winfield, S.W.A. 

Yarker, J. D. 
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Chief Petty Officer 

Chief Stelter 

Stoker 1st Class 

Able Seaman 

C. E. R. A. 

Leading Signalrnan 

Chief Petty Officer Cook 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Stoker Petty Officer 

Stoker 

Able Seaman 

Stoker, 1st Class 

Stoker, 1st Class 

Petty Officer \'Vri ter 

Signalman 

Leading Stoker 

Signalman 

Petty Officer 

Stoker, 2nd Class 

Chief Petty Officer 

Stoker 1st Class 

Steward 

Able Seaman 

Leading Seaman 

Chief Shipwright 

Able Seaman 

Ordinary Seaman 

Telegraphist 

Acting Petty Officer 

Able Seaman 

Leading Signalman 

Leading Supply Assistant 

Te le gra-LJhi st 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

P/J. 99608. 

P/K. 63797. 

P/KX. 92063. 

PI Jx. 145344. 

P/M. 32205. 

P/JX. 137959. 

P/M. 38526. 

P/J. X. 140539. 

P/J. 82003. 

P/KX. 75310. 

C/KX. 95377. 

P/SSX. 22229. 

P/KX. 92072. 

p /KX. 9 3141. 

P /MX. 468 3 O. 

P/JX. 150889. 

P/Kx. 82988. 

P/JX. 143399. 

P/J. 87697. 

P/Kx. 100961. 

P/J. 48219. 

P/JX. 96219. 

E/LX. 22652. 

P/J. 112151. 

C/JX. 141883. 

P/M. 34655. 

P/J. 98969. 

P/JX. 152729. 

P/JX. 149832. 

P/JX. 128528. 

P/JX.. 152617. 

P/JX. 137702. 

P/MX. 52711. 

P/SSX. 19342. 



11/5/L~O ._ No,7. 

PRESS NOTICE. 

The Goverrunent announce that in view of the necessity 

for maintaining in readiness the Government scheme for the 

evacuation of school children, the following arrangements 

have been ~ecided upon:-

In the evacuation areas all schools will be opened for 

medical examination next Monday morning, when all teachers 

and children in those areas will attend school. 

In neutral and reception areas all schools will be 

re-opened on Tuesday morning. 

In Scotland, where schools are normally open on Monday, 

special attention will be given to medical examination on 

that day in evacuation areas. 

CIVIL DEFENCE QOMMITTEE, 



1115/40, - No, 13. 

PRESS NOTICE 

This morning the Minister of Shipping, Mr. R,S. 

Hudson, received representatives of the Netherlands 

Shipping industryc 

The Dutch shipowners, who had previously had 

consultations with officers of the Ministry 1 have 

established a committee in London, with offices at 

27, Leadenhall Street, EoC. 

MINISTRY OF SHIPPING 
May 11; 1940. 



11/5/40. - No.. 15. 

DUTCH SHIPOWNERS' COMMITTEE 

The Netherlands Minister has appointed a committee 

of Ne~herlands shipowners who happened to be in London 

when Germany invaded Holland. They are Messrs D. 

Hudig, S.M.D. Valstar, C.C.Gischler and P. Dijkstra 

who will act as secretary. 

This morning the Committee met the Minister of' 

Shipping Mr~R.S.Hudson, with whose officers they are 

now keeping in close touch. 

The Gommittee have an of'fice at Baltic House, 

27, Leadenhall Street, E.c.3. Tel. Royal 5640, 

MINISTRY OF SHIPPING 

Note: This is an amplification of' Issue 
No, 13 to-day. 



FROM FOERIGN 9FFICE NL1:VS DEPARTMENT 

(SOURCE NOT TO BE qUOTED) 

11/5/40 Noo 16 

It is learnt in authoritative q_uarters in London that the 

Netherlands Government 9 the French Government and His Majesty's 

Government have been in consultation on the steps to be taken to 

prevent possible German attempts at sabotage in the important 

oil refineries on the Netherlands West Indian Islands of Curacao 

and Aruba., In view of the danger ·that the local authorities 

might have insuffici ent forces at their corM1and to deal with 

such attemps it was agreed that an Allied force should at once 

be despatched to co-operate with the local administration in the 

execution of the necessary measures for the security of the 

islandso Allied units have already landed and have been cordially 

we lcomed& The United States Government have been kept informed 

of the position by the Allied diplomatic representatives in 

Washingtono 

+++++++ ++++++++ 



.li.!.5.40. - No.17 .• 

PRESS NOTICE. 

The Minister of Home Security has received a number of 

inCJ.uiries on the subject of football matches proposed to be 

held on \IVhit Monday. The Government nre anxious to interfere 

as little as possible with such events; but having regard to 

the decision to cancel the Bank Holiday on VVhit Monday and to 

the general circumstances now obtaining they feel that it would 

not be consistent with the national interest to carry out any 

eKtensive progrcmrne of matches on that day. 

This advice need not be regarded as applying to small 

local matches. 

MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY. 

-----oOo-----



11 • 5. 40. - No. 21 • 

OFFICIAL ADMIRALTY COMMUNIQUE. 

The Fleet Air Arm have made t~o further attacks on the 

enemy at Bergen. 

In one attack naval aircraft obtained three hits on 

an enemy warship, believed to be the BREMSE. 

In the second, a complete surprise was achieved, 

Enemy fuel tanks were attacked and heavily damaged. Two 

of the largest were set on fire and the flames were seen to 

spread. 

Since the 8th April, the Fleet Air Arm have shot down 

20 enemy aircraft off Norway, besides accounting for many 

others on the ground, A further 51 enemy aircraft have 

been destroyed by the anti-aircraft gunfire of the Fleet. 

---... -000-----



• 

11/5/40 No., 22 

PRESS NOTICE 

The King has been pleased to approve the following appointments 

to the War Cabinet: 

Prime Minister and Minister 
of Defence 

Lord President of the 
Council 

Lord Privy Seal 

Secretary of State for 
Fo!'eign Affairs 

•• 

• • 

Minister without Portfolio 

• 0 

, . 
0 I' 

. " 
• 0 

The Rt. Hono Winston 
Churchill, CoHo ,Mo Po 

The Rt. Hon. Neville 
Chamaerlain, ,,"'°Po 

The Rt. ~on. CoR• Attlee, 
M. F--

The Rt. Hon. Viscount 
Ha:iifax, K~ Ga , Go C& So I, , 
G~ Co Io Eo ' To Do 

The Rt. Hon. Arthur 
Greenwood, M. P., 

The King has also been pleased to approve the following 

appointments: 

First Lord of the Admiralty 

Secretary of State for War 00 

Secretary of State for Air 

The Rt. Hon. Ao Vo 
Alexander, MoPo 

The Rt., Hono Anthony 
Eden, Mo Co, Mo Po 

The Rt ,, Hono Sir 
Archibald Sinclair, Bt., 
c 0 Mo Go ' M., p 0 

The leaders of the three Parties participating in the 

Goverrunent, whether members of the War Cabinet or not, will be 

consulted when questions arise affecting the general character 

and aims of the Government, including conditions of peaceo 

I -

1~, Downing Street, 
Whitehall, s.w.1. 

11th May, 1940. 



11/5/40 - No. 23. 

FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE. 
(EVENING) 

The following official communique was issued this 

evening from French General Headquarters: 

Our troops pursued their advance through Belgium 
supporting the Allied troops at various points by 
the ac~ion of their advanced units. The advance 
is rapidly progressing. The enemy continued his 
violent attacks and fresh German troops have been 
landed in Holland by parachute and by aeroplane; 
counter-strokes are in progress supported by the 
Royal Air Force; in southern Luxemburg the enemy 
has suffered considerable losses. To the west 
of the Moselle he launched today a sharp local 
attack which was (['.Uickly checked. 

There is nothing to report on the Front between 
the Moselle and the Swiss frontier. 

The German aviation continued its bombing action 
on French territory; having regard to the 
number of aircraft employed the results obtained 
were negligible. Our aviation replied by 
violently bombing German aerodromes as well as 
military objectives of first importance. During 
the fights which took place 36 enemy aeroplanes 
were brought down by the Allied aircraft in France 
and Belgium. A group of our fighters brought 
down on their own account 11 planes on the 10th 
and five on the 11th of Mayo 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN No. 661, 

(Not to be Quoted as an Air Ministry 
announcement) ....... ________ _ 

HOW R.A.F, DESTROYED GERMAN 
AIR TRANSPORTS. 

11 ,.5.40. - No. 24. 

A usef'Ul achievement by the Home Commands of the R.A.F. 
yesterday evening was the destruction of nine German troop-carrying 
aircraft on the coast of Holland. Seven of these, as already 
announced, were destroyed by long range fighters, two by bombers. 

The leader of the six fighters (Blenheims of the Fighter 
Command) has described how they dived from 5,000 feet to 50 feet -
house-top height - and riddled the troop-carriers with 18,000 
rounds of macnine-gun ammunition. 

When the bombers, with their escorting fighters, approached 
the point where the troop-carriers had been reported, three 
Messerschmitt 110 fighters were sighted. 

Below them on the beach, eight miles north of the Hague, they 
saw nine Junkers 52 troop-carrying aircraft. After the bombers had 
hit and set on fire two of the big Junkers, the fighters formed line 
astern for their ground straffing attack. 

One after another they dived vertically from 5,000 feet, 
flattening out over the beach. 

"After the bombers had finished" said the Flight Lieutenant 
who led the fighters, "we noticed that two of the enemy aircraft 
were on fire. Down we went, one after the other, our front guns 
blazing at the other enemy aircraft. The Germans replied with 
machine-gun fire from the ground. 

"The result of our attacks was that out of the seven remaining 
aircraft we destroyed four more, and the other three were also 
riddled with our bullets. After we had finished straffing them 
thare was practically no response from the German machine-gunners. 

11 0ne of our fighters made a forced landing on the aand, We 
did not leave it until we were satisfied that the pilot and the 
other members of the crew were uninjured." 

-----000-----



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN NO.-663 

NOT TO BE DOTED AS AN AIR 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENT 

11/5/40 

R..A.F. STRAFFE NAZI TROOPS 

No. 25 

Bomber aircraft of the Advanced Air Striking Force in France 
have been playing havoc among columns of German troops and 
mechanised units moving through Luxemburg towards the French and 
Belgian frontiers. 

It was the occasion for which the bomber pilots and their crews 
had been patiently waiting through long months, and they took the 
fullest possible advantage of it - to the full credit of their 
particular squadrons and of themselves. 

Raids on enemy concentrati,ons were made morning and afternoon. 

One section of low-dive bombers located a mechanised column 
south of Luxemburg. After he had crossed the frontier the 
Flight leader observed crowds of refugees - mainly women 1 children 
and old people - carrying bundles of household belongings streaming 
westward along the roads leading towards France. Suddenly our 
aircraft came under intense fire from machine-guns and porn-porns from 
a motor-cycle and sidecar detachment which had been moving forward 
immediately behind the trudging refugees. The bombers succeeded in 
passing through this barrage to attack the mechanised column. 

A large number of bombs was dropped effectively, and our 
aircraft proceeded to machine-gun t~ German soldiers as they 
sc·attered in an endeavour to secure cover from the machines roaring 
above their heads. 

Later, a second section of bombers from the same squadron 
returned and attacked the road again. One heavy bomb was seen 
to make a direct hit in the middle of a line of 40 or 50 large 
lorries. ElseYfhere on the road a number of lorries was seen 
at ~era~;points, piled up and wrecked - clear evidence of the 
results of the previous bombing - and again there was severe cloee
range machine-gunning of infantry. 
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Two further Flights rained their bombs on an enemy column 
of all arms, which was about to cross the north-east corner of 
the German-Luxemburg border. 

In all these bombing raids, carried out at very low altitudes, 
our pilots had to face and overcome withering fire from. machine-guns 
and small-calibre anti-aircraft canons " Counter action by German 
bombers against the zone of the Advanced Air Striking Force 
persisted throughout the day, but the material damage was 
comparatively slight, and personnel did not suffer. 

Against this our fighter squadrons ~epeated their earlier 
combat successes. 

A Heinkel and a Dornier were shot down during an early morning 
raid on an R.A.F. station. 

During the afternoon there was a sensational, spectacular 
battle, when three Hurricanes encountered an enemy formation of 
no fewer than 30 Junkers bombers, and escorting Messerschmitt 
110 twin-engined canon-gunned fighters. 

Paying no regard to the odds, the Hurricanes joined action. 
There was a hurly-burly dog-fight 9 bewildering in its quick 
manoeuvring, which lasted for nearl;)r 20 minutes, in the full sight 
of thousands of troops and French civilians" 

Three of the Messerschmitts were shot down before the gallant 
British trio was joined by other aircraft of their squadron, and 
another two German fighters were sent crashing to the ground. Then 
the whole German formation turned tail and fled, engines full out, 
for their own lines. They were pursued by the Hurricanes until 
the British pilots and expended their ammunition. All our pilots 
returned safely and unhurt . 

The Junkers-Messerschmitt formation was part of a force of 
70 German aircraft which vis :i_t ed the RoA.F. zone during the 
afternoon. 

During the morning raids an attack on an R.A.F. airfield was 
made by 12 enemy aircraft which dived from a height of about 10,000 
to come in at little above tree--top height. 

They dropped a large number of bombs the majority of which were 
ill-aimed. They also attacked with long bursts of machine-gun firc o 
They were answered by fire from machine-guns, rifles, and even 
revolvers by officers and aircraftmen scattered around the field, 
and in their shelters. 
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R.AoF. HAMPER GERMAN ADVANCE. 

The Air Ministry announces: 

Detailed reports are now available of last night's 

attacks by the R.A.Fo on enemy concentrations in Germany 

between the Rhine and the Meuse. 

At the time of these attacks strong enemy forces were 

advancing across the Rhine towards the Dutch frontier. 

Hits were obtained on the bridge over the Rhine near Wesel 

and on the line of traffic at its approacheso 

The enemy's advance was further hampered by a series of 

operations in which bombs were seen to hit important railway 

and road junctions and bridges at Aldekerke, Geldern, Rees 

and Goch. 
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MOST INTENSIVE AIR BOMBARDMENT. 

No. 27 

Throughout last night and early this morning aircraft of 
the Bomber Command maintained a relentless offensive against 
enemy forces invading Holland and Belgilllk 

The aerodrome near Rotterdam, already damaged yesterday 
was subjected to the heaviest aerial bombardment of the waro It 
was left ablaze after a series of raids lasting for nearly six 
hours, during which several hundred high explosives bombs were 
dropped. Other aircraft of the Command were meanwhile bombing 
troop concentrations inside Germany and hampering the advance of 
reinforcements to the Dutch and Belgian frontier~ 

The first attack on the Rotterdam airport at Waalhaven 
which was serving as a base for German troop transports was 
launched shortly after 9 porn. when a strong force of bombers 
carrying f'u.11 loads of high explosive and incendiary bombs 
began a series of attacks lasting for nearly forty-five minutes. 

Machine-guns and multiple pom- poms round the aerodrome 
and along the Western side of a dock nearby offered strong 
opposition, but nearly 100 bombs were dropped on the aerodrome 
and buildings. 

Direct hits were scored on buildings and hangers, six 
large troop transports dispersed along the Northern boundary were 
damaged~ hangars were set ablaze and numerous fires were started 
on three sides of the aerodrome9 Within fifty minutes of the 
start of the raid three hangars were burnt out, while a fourth 
was described by one pilot as being "white hot". 

During this attack all lights in Rotterdam, whose 
brilliant illuminations had been visible many miles out to sea, 
were abruptly cut off, as though the electric power supply had 
suddenly failed., 

They came on again with equal suddenness at 10 porn~ and 
served to guide a second force of British raiders to their 
objective. Attacking from a different height, these bombers 
scored hits on all parts of the aerodrome with large numbers 
of high explosive bombs, while new fires started by incendiary 
bombs added to the blaze. 

Shortly before midnight the vanguard of a third wave of 
British raiders was over the merodrome and launching the first 
of a series of attacks which lasted for nearly an hour. Again 
great quantities of 'high explosive bombs were dropped from low 
levels with ruthless precision. Direct hits were registered 
on buildings; aircra~t were set alighto • 

/Less 
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Less. than an hour after ·this raiding fo!'ce had left, 
the fourth and final phase of the attack began* ahd again the 
alreaey devastated aerodrome was subjected to an 
almost oontinuous bombardment by numer.ous aircraft attacking at 
short intervals. Slight ma.chine04gUn fire was the only opposition 
the badly battered ground d·efences could offer and the raiders, 
approachihg in a sha1low dive drqpped their bombs with great 
accuracy. 

Four salvos straddled the hangars, a group of buildings 
on the north-east corner was set alight, six enemy aircraft were 
hit and burst into flames, and direct hits were registered on two 
more hangars, and on a road beside the aerodrome and near a 
railway in the north-east corner a terrific explosion followed 
the dropping of one large salvo of bombs. 

When the last of the British raiders drew off in the 
early hours of this morning after the most intensive air
bombardment of any objective in a single night, fires were raging 
on all parts of the aerodrome,and through the drifting smoke 
which partly hid the ruined buildings and bomb-pitted landing 
ground 20 four-engined aircraft could be seen blazing fiercely 
along the west side of the aerodrome. 

In the operation over German territory the rapid 
movement of troops along the roads from the interior of Germany 
to the Dutch frontier was harassed by attacks on enen:w columns 
between the Rhine and the Meuse. On almost every important 
road over which our aircraft flew the lights of long columns 
of transport were visible and in many areas searchlights, working 
apparently on mobile platforms, came into action. 

These attacks coincided with the raids on Waalhaven and 
in neither operation did the R.A.F. sustain any loss. 

NOTE: The above refers to Air Ministry Bulletin 660, 
(Issue No. 14 of 11/5/40.) 


