
2412/40 

FRENCH OlilFICIAL COMMUNIQUE 

(MORNING) 

Paris2 Saturda_y-LL_~bruar.y __ 2_1L_ -1.21±.0_. 

No. 1. 
-- ~- ...- -· - -----~-

The following official ·comrnunique was issued this morning 

from French .G. H. Q., : -

NOTHING TO REPORTo 

++++++++++++++ 



24/2/40. - No. 2. 

NOT for publication in any form before de~ivery 

at 3 p,m. today, Saturday 24tho February, 1940. 

PRIME MINISTER'S SPEJ.!:OH AT BIRMINGHAM, 

24th Febru~rx-t.-19400 

The speech that I am going to make to you this afternoon 
is the last of a series of addresses by the Members of the War 
Cabinet delivered over the last two months with the purpose of 
informing the country of the progress of the war. I am glad · 
that since it falls to me to conclude this campaign I should be 
able to do so here among my own fellow-·ci tizens to whom I owe 
my education in political affairs and without whose never fail
ing support - I might say without whose hereditary support - I 
should not occupy the position I now holdo And let me say that 
I was never prouder of the city of my birth than I am today when 
she is making so magnificent and far reaching a contribution to 
the national war effort~ 

This afternoon my mind goes back to the last occasion when 
I spoke in this hall. It was nearly a year ago and it was 
just after Herr Hitler had proclaimed in breach of his own 
solemn assurances the annexation of Bohemia and Ma~avia to the 
Reich. That was a black moment for me who had striven so hard 
to preserve peace and who had hoped against hope that if' the 
German Chancellor had broken the promises of his predecessors, 
he rmuld at any rate keep his own., By that one act in March 
last year Herr Hitler shattered for ever any faith that remained 
in his pledged word and disclosed his ambition to dominate the 
world by force. Even then I could hardly believe my ears. 
These are the words I used -

"With the lessons of history for all to read, ib 
seems incredible that we should see such a challenge". 

But I went on to give a warning so explicit that there could be 
no misunderstanding about it. "I feel bound to repeat" I said, 
"that •••••••9•o•• no greater mistake could be made than to 
suppose that because it believes war to be a senseless and cruel 
thing this nation has so lost its vigour that it will not take 
part to the utmost of its power resisting such a challenge if ·it 
ever were made" o 

.-
Well, the challenge was made~ Ozecho-Slovakia was followed 

by Poland in spite of warnings up to the last, and with the 
wicked and cruel attack on PoJ. and the die was cast, the challenge 
accepted and the acceptance of the challenge approved by the 
whole Empire. Alas a bad example soon spreads. So easy did 
these conque sts appear tha t an apprentice thought he could safely 
make a similar attempt on Finlando But thouzh tho Russian 
apprentice has nothing to l ea rn from the master in brutality, he 
has not yet mastered his craft nor acquired his force and all the 
world today is wa tching with profound admiration the heroic 
struggle of little Finland against her gigantic but unwieldy 
adversary. 

Unhappily, recent developments show that the Gorman tyrants 
are not content with the conquest of a small State by force of 
arms and equipment. Terrible stories are reaching us of the 
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treatment of the conquered peoples of Poland and Czecho
Slovakia. The German aim today is not merely conquest but 
the extermination of the peoples who resist their aggression 
and in this effort to destroy the soul of a nation it is 

.those who are distinguished for .their culture and high 
character who are picked out to be the first victims. Can 
you wonder that all small States who are near enough to 
Germany to be reached by her claws and who have not the 
numbers or the weapons to resist her are living in a perpetual 
nightmare of fear? And can you not wonder that there should 
be any in this land who doubt what would be our fate if we 
were not able to defend our lives and liberties with our 
strong right arm. 

As the days pass and Germany abandons one after another 
every international rule to which she has subscribed and one 
after another every pretence to respect the commonest 
considerations of humanity in her treatment of the harmless 
citizens of countries with whom she is not even at war, the 
issue grows ever clearer to the world. That system which 
has been built up by the efforts of civilised people and 
which, with all its faults, represents a genuine and earnest 
endeavour to free ourselves from the barbarities of the .i,;Iiddle 
Ages and establish an order more in keeping with the fundamen
tal principles of Christianity, is at stake~ and only by the 
victory of the Allies can it be preserved. 

That is a truth which must be apparent by now to many 
countries who are living in constant fear lest even in 
maintaining their neutrality they should offer some pretext 
to the European bully to mete out to them the same fate as 
has befallen earlier v1ctinIB. So little do the Nazis reek 
of neutral interests that neutral ships are no longer safe --
from their attack even when they are only sailing between 
neutral ports. Merchant vessels are sunk without warning, 
cargoes are destroyed, helpless crews are turned adrift to 
drown or perish of exposure, and the neutral country must 
not complain, though if, to save from the concentration camp 
300 men illegally made prisoners, Britain commits a mere 
technical breach of neutrality, taking no neutral life and 
touching no neutral property, the Nazis e.x:hause themselves 
in hysterical e_xclamations of indignation. 

But whatever outrages our enemy may commit one thing 
is certain. 1:. e have no reason to fear the result of this 
struggle however long it may last. We do not stand alone. 
During these 6 months of war our alliance with France has 
grown into a friendship and understanding so close that, as 
was observed afte r the last meeting of the Supreme War Council 
by M. Daladier, the two Governments think and act as one. 

As with the Governments, so with the peoples. When on 
a recent visit to France I had an opportunity of seeing 
something of tha t great and growing .1-,rrny of ours which side 
by side with the magnificent soliders of our French Ally 
keeps watch and ward over . the Western Front. I was proud 
to see that hard-bitten force fortified and strengthened by 
months of hard work and intensive training, cheerfully 
enduring a particularly severe and tedious winter, and ready 
at all times to meet the foe if he should venture to advance. 
But I wa s no less proud of the friendly and cordial relations 
which I found everywhere e~:::isting between British and French 
troops, 'lvorking together in t i1e ;iaginot Line and between 
individual British soldiers an& the inhabitants of the villages 
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where they were billeted. Every Frenchman with whom I talked 
laid stress on this friendship with pride and pleasure. There 
could be no greater assurance of our common victory and no more 
hopeful basis for the re-establishment of a l asting peace. For 
this intimate understanding is one which must not encl. with the 
termination of war but must rather help us to work out the pro
blems of the new Europe in an association in which we shall 
gladly welcome the collaboration of others who share our ideals. 
Already France and we have established close r e lations in every 
sphere with Turkey, and only recently we have broadeneo. the 
basis of the pact of mutual assistance signea. in October by the 
conclusion of commercial and economic agreements ., . 

There is another and a growing source of strength to the 
Allied cause on which we can look with particula:;:> satisfaction 
anct pride 0 Before the war it was a common belief in Germany 
that if this country should ever again become engaged in hostil
ities with her, she would not a second time enjoy the support 
which in 1914 she gained from the Dominions ., Well Germany has 
again been gloriously disappointed for from all parts of the 
Empire is coming not merely enthThsiastic approval of our cause 
but a steady stream of men, munitj_ons and mnterial which is 
daily adding new strength to our a rms o The Dominions Secretary 
has just returned fr om his long journey to Egypt and Palestine 
where he ha d the privilege of conveyin::; the KingYs welcome to 
the contingents from Australia and New Z ealand ~ and he has 
given me an enthusiastic account of the bearing and efficiency 
of these first class fighting men~ In London we see every day 
members of the Canadian contingents on 1ea \ .. e from their head
quarters and when we think that these men have travelleo. many 
thousands of miles leaving behind their parents, the ir wives 
and even young children, to cast in their lot ~~th us against 
the tyranny of the aggressor we must be profoundly impressed 
with the moral greatness of a cause which ha s ins:pi.:::ed so 
intense a conviction of its righteousness ., 

I s aid just now that besides men we were rec eiving munitions 
and materi als from the Empire and. I should like to give you an 
idea of the scale on which they a n ct we arc working., We expect 
for instance that in the first 12 months of the war we sha ll be 
spenoing over £100 m. in Canada a lone o From Austra lia and New 
Zealand we have arranged to take the whole of their exportable 
surl)lus wool clippings for the duration of the vva r and a year 
afterwards. From South Africa wo are making further wool 
purchases so that altogether these arrangements me Rn tha t we 
are purchasing half the normal wool exports of the whole world. 

Again from Canada and Australia we have a lrea dy purchased 
nearly 4 million tons of wheat since the wa r bega n and I might 
add tha t we have contracted for 437,000 standards of soft wood 
from CanadB and 350,000 fathoms of pit wood from Canada and 
Newfoundlanda I could go on giving you furthe r examples of 
the empire Vs contribution to a n a lmost endless extent but I 
have said enough to show you how formidabl e are the res ources 
which are thus open to us but which a re denied to our enemy~ 
And that leads me to the reflection th at this tremendous advan
t age is our s to-day by· virtue of one thing, name ly, the command 
of the sea by the Royal Navy 0 

That command has been established and ma inta ined over 
nearly six months of war~ It ha s driven the German me rchant 
fleet off the oceans of the world and forced them to take refuge 
in neutral portsQ Of those who have broken out and escaped capture 
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some have ignominously scuttled themselves and onl~r a few have 
got back to Germany by sneal;:ing through Norwegian terri toj:-ial 
wateI·s. Dy a continuous system of contraband control? the 
seaborne trade of Germ.any in neutral ships has been strangled. 

On the other hand 9 in spite of every form of attack from 
submarine? aircraft or mine , DI' itish ships have passed in and 
out of th.~ s country carry ing their precious cargoes. Since 
the beginning of the war you may be sm:>pl'.'ised to T>:now that some 
50 mil1ion tons of shipping have entePed or cleared from our 
ports. The convoy system which we started in the first month 
of the war has been so successful that out of 9, 000 :1ri ti sh, 
Allied and neutral vessels which have sailed in convoJr only two 
tenths of one per cent have been lost. This remarkable i~esult 
is due not only to the vigilance of our warships but to the 
toil and labour of our mine sweeping flotillas in keeping the 
channels free for the ships of all nationalities which approach 
our shores. Let us pay our tl'.'ibute to the Reservists and 
volunteers from the fishing fleet who man these minesweepers 
for their dauntless courage and tenacity in carrying out their 
arduous task in the face of all the dangers that b eset them 
from winter storms and a ruthless and unscrupulous enemy. 

Many are the duties of the Royal Navy and they have to be 
performed at one and the same time over the widest areas of 
space. 'But whether they are engaged in the protection of 
convoys 9 in the patrol of the high seas 9 or in such spectacular 
actions as the battle of the River Plate or that brilliant 
cutting out expedition that rang round the world last week when 
H.M.S. Cossack rescued some 300 British seamen from German 
brutali t~r 9 our sailors have shown that fOI' skill and seamanship 9 

for doggedness and daPing they can bear comparison with the 
greatest sailors of the past. 

One of the most remarkable developments in the war has 
been the partnershi~ between the Royal Navy and the Royal Air 
Force. The Air Force has penetPated right into the heart of 
Germany and has demonstrated. over and over again its ability 
to go where it pleases regardless of enemy fighteI's and anti
aircraft gunfire. But in its operations over the sea it plans 
and works with the Navy. In all weathers it patrols the North 
Sea and discovers the haunts of the enemy. It repels the 
bombers who dive out of' the clouds to bomb and machine-gun 
defenceless fishermen and the lightships whose cr'ews carry on 
their humane work fol'.' the benefit of all nations who use the 
sea. It guides the Navy to the lurking submarine and joins 
·its efforts in sending the muI'derous craft to the ·bottom. Its 
strength in machines and men is constantJ..y incl'.'easing. Our 
plans for the training of expert pilots and crews at home and 
in Canada will g ive us tens of thousands of airmen who will in 
turn rival the splendid deeds of daring already standing to 
the credit of the ~ . A . r . 

vVe may welJ.. be proud of our fighting men 9 but while we 
sing their praises and offer our tribute of admiration to their 
exploits let us not forget the price that has to be paid in the 
loss of many brave 1i ves given foj" the i i"' country OJ:' the heartc::.che 
that has come to wives and mothei:-s whose happj_ness has been 
wrecked by the blind strokes of war . 

Indeed I sometimes think we do not sufficiently recognise 
the spirit in which the women of this countr;sr are dedicating 
themselves to the winning of the war . Their sacj:ifices take 
many forms but whether they a r e hiding their anxiety about 
their menfolk OI' giving up their lei sui'e and their j'.'ecrea t io:1 
for voluntary war work, or look ing after sti:-ange children or 
helping to secure econom,y and )_) Pevent waste OP just keeping the 
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home going without losing their patience under all the worries 
of the blackout or other wartime restrictions, they are all 
helping to keep the country in good heart and courage and 
all making their contributions to victory. During these last 
few weeks many families have had to suffer from a shortage 
of coal, for the weather that made everyone want more coal 
was so exceptionally severe that it dislocated the working 
of the railways. 

Sitting as I do da ily for long hours in Cabinet or 
receiving reports on all the infinite number of problems that 
must be solved generally under pressure of time, reading 
selections from my correspondence and listening to the accounts 
given me by visitors of what they have seen, I confess that 
I am equally amazed at the vastness of the effort which the 
co\!ntry is making and at the spirit of unity and resolution 
with which it is being conducted. I have already spoken of 
the women, but I think also of the tens of thousands of young 
men who have so cheerfully responded to the call to the 
colours. I think of that great army of volunteers, older 
men, now numerous enough to form an expeditionary force by 
themselves who could not wait to be called up but have come 
forward to give their services in the Royal Engineers, the 
R.A. s. c. , the .Royal Army Ordnance Corps 9 the Home Defence 
battalions and the Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps. I 
think of the million men and women enrolled for Civil Defence, 
of the householders who have so unselfishly sacrificed their 
home comforts to help in the ev;acuation scheme, of the Civil 
Servants who toil into the night and over weekends without 
complaint. I think of the vast expansion of our factories 
and workshops to meet the needs of war, of the employers who 
have given up their established trades and turned their 
machinery over to new and unaccustomed uses, and of the 
workers who have set aside the customs and the rules that 
they have painfully established in order to hasten the output 
of the weapons for our fighting men. I think of the farmers 
who are short of labour but are yet doggedly ploughing up 
millions of acres to increase our home production of food. 
I think of the people who are putting together their small 
savings and lending them to the Government to help to finance 
the war, and of those who are giving up their time and thought 
to the organisation of these savers and lenders in groups. 
It will be a satisfaction to them to know that in the 13 weeks 
since the War Savings Campaign was opened no less a sum than 
£92 millions has already been subscribed in National Savings 
Certificates and Defence Bonds. 

Well, when I consider this picture that I have been 
drawing for you of all that our people are doing I feel that 
today the na tion is united as it has never been before in 
all its history in its determination to grapple with the 
forces of evil and to overcome them. 

I do not think that there can be doubt in the mind of 
any reasonable man as to the purpose of our crusade, for 
crusade it is. My colleagues and I have described and 

1 defined our purpose over and over again. But the propagandist 
and particularly the Naz i propagandist is insidious and 
unscrupulous. In his subtle and insj_nuating talks he 
ascribes to us a i ms and motives which he invents for his own 
purposes and so perhaps it is a s well tha t I should once more 
say what it is t -ha t ·we are fi gnting for and what we are not 
fighting for. 

Perhaps it may help if I pause for a moment to consider 
the Nazi aims for you can then see more clearly "the contrast 
between their view and ours . Their aj_ms have been made clear 
to the world. In his preface to the German White Book 
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H. von Ribbentrop cleclares that Germany will not lay down her 
arms until she has reached he I' goal 9 namely, the military 
destruction of he I' opponents. In his S:9eech of ,January 19th 
last DJ:>. Goebbels said that in Germany there was only one 
opinion about the :Cnglish - destroy tbem. There never was a 
time, he continued 9 when Germany had such splendid prospects 
of achieving a dominating position in the worla .. 

So there you have the Nazi aims in two ~hrases - Destruction 
of this nation and domination of the world. 

Well 9 we on the other hand are fighting against German 
domination of the world : the cha11enge of which I spoke at the 
beginning of m,y speech 9 but we do not desire the destruction 
of an,y people. 

We are fighting to secm:>e that the small nations of Europe 
shall henceforth live in security, free from the constant 
threat of aggI'ession against their independence and the 
extermination of theL: people 9 but we a.o not want domination 
for ourselves nor do we covet anyone else's territoI'y. We 
are fighting to right the wrongs Germany has inflicted on 
people who once were free : we believe we can achieve our aim 
and we know that it can ~e secured without putting other people 
into bondage. 

We are fighting for fJ:'eedom of individual conscience and 
for freedom in religion ; we are fighting agai:1.st pe:i:-•secution 
wherever it may be found. 

i·.1e are fighting to abolish the spirit of militarism and 
the accumulation of armaments which is pauperising all T:;urope 
and not least Germany heJ:•self. Onl~l by its abolition can 
Europe attain the security it needs and the nations of Europe 
be saved from bankru:?tcy and ruin. 

How in concrete terms are these aims to be secured'? 

First the independence of the Poles and the Czechs must 
be secured. Secondl~· we must have some tangible evidence that 
will satisfy us that any pledges or assurances given wil1 be 
fulfil1ed. Under the present German Government there can be 
no security for the future. The elements who a:ee J'.'eady to 
co-operate in re-building Europe are ruthlessly p~0scribed J the 
nation is cut off from contact even with neutral o~inion 1 and 
its rulers have re~eatedly shown that they cannot be trusted to 
keep their word either to forei r.~n Govej:inments OJ'.' to theil'.' own 
people. 

It is therefo,:e for Ge rman;;r to take the next step and to 
show us that she has once and fOJ'.' all abandoned the thesis 
that might is right. :;.)ut let me say this. \Ie and Fr•ance are 
determined to do what we can to ensure security by a continuance 
of that complete identity of pm:>pose and policy which now unites 
us and which after the war will form the foundation on which 
the international 1:elations between our two countries are 
built. Only so can we estab1ish the authoJ:•ity and stability 
which we are convinced is necessary for the well--!J eing and 
security of :Curope as a whole d.urin~ the period of reconstruction 
and fresh endeavour to wh ich we look fo~tard after the war is 
over. 

But France and Dri tain c.J.nnot and. would not wish alone to 
settle the new r::uro:pe. Others must come in and help us above 
all to bring about the disarrna.ment which is an essential feature 
of a lasting peace. Disarmament has hithe r to baffled all 
attempts to bring it about ·oecause no nation wiJ.l consent to 
abandon its power of defence as long as it fears that others 
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who have not disarmed will take advantage of its helplessness. 
But if we can exorcise that fe ar disarmament will follow as 
surely as day followg night. It can only be a gradual 
process, it will probably t ake many years to achieve it, but 
once we have re-established confidence among nations in each 
other's good faith we can make a beginning and each step 
forward will 1itake easier the step that follows. In the re
establishment of confidence, Germany herself can do more than 
any other nation since she herself has done most to destroy 
it and when she is ready to give reli able proofs of her 
goodwill she will not find othe r s l acking in the will to help 
her to overcome the economic diffi culties that will accompany 
the transition from war to peace. 

In what I have put forward as our aims there is nothing 
humiliating or oppress i ve for anyone, and on such a basis we 
for our part should be ready to seek a settlement with any 
Government tha t had. subscribed to those aims and given proof 
of their sincerity. 

But let me conclude by repeating tha t the next step does 
not lie with us, We are resolved that freedom shall prevail 
and it is because tyranny and intimidat i on have sought to 
prevail over freedom that we have entered the war. Until we 
are satisfied tha t freedom is safe we shall continue to fight 
to the utmost of our strength and of the strength of the 
whole Empire. 



- No . 3. -·------· 

CH!-1.NGJ~ OF' ADDRES$..!.. 

The Controller of the Anglo-Sp anish, Anglo -

Rournanian , Anglo-Italian and Anclo - Turkish 

Clearing Offices announces that from. 26th 1<1ebruary 1 940 

the offices will be at Ebury Bricl,y;e Hcrnse , Lon don, 

S . W. l. 

The address i'or inlan d telegrams will be 

11Conasco , Sowest , London," anu the telephone number 

SLOane 9656 . 

24th F'ebrua~.1_949.!_ 



.&:___:'.. F. OVER PR."..GUE. 

The .i'.ir dinistry o.nnouncGs : -

R.A. F. wircrnft successfully 

eompleted a fli ght over Pr8gue l ast 

night. 

-;-+ -:-+ + + + + + + + + + + + 
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EMERG_.Pj'!_C_Y MEDrc,·.L SERVICES. 

The fifth Memornndwn in the Emergency 

Uedtenl Serv:j.oes series~ entitled . "Oxygen J.dministration -

Indieations, Methods o.nd Types of 1.ppar a tus 11 ~ has just 

becm issued by the i'tinis try of Heal th. 

The Memorandum incorpo:t'ntes the r esults of 

rosenreh en!'ried out in the Emer gency Medica l Serviae 

and 1s intended primarily for the guidance of medical 

su~crintendents and other med ionl officers in char ge of 

hosp ita l s . It describes the conditions fo~ which oxyGen 

tharapy is_ likely to be most eff ee ti ve , the methods of' 

oxy~en administra tion whieh ar c r ecommended and .the more 

1r~port ant types of appar a tus, ineluding a new form of 

nas al mask. 

The price of the Memorandum, ·whieh is 

published by H. H. St a t1onery Office, is 2d. net. 



l\IIJi_IS~FY OF TRACI SPORT. 

Good s v eh icles run on Gas. · 
petrolRation concesSIOYi-.-

The pres ent basic ration of liquid fuel fixed by the 

Minister of Trans j:)ort for goods vehi~les run o.n producer gas 

is one-sixth of the normal issue. This has now been increased 

to one-half of the normal issue and the same proportion will be 

ava ilable for vehicles r unning on co al or other gas, whether 

in cylinders or loose containers. 

The new a rrangeffient comes into force with the issue 

of f uel coupons for t he current fortni ght and will ren1ain in 

opera tion for s i x mo11ths . There will be a review of the 

positi on before t he end of t h i s per i od. 

The new a rrange;,1ent will not affect tpe existing 

rignt of operators of veh icles pro pelled by gas to apply for 

supplement a~y r a tions of li quid fuel for approved work for 

which gas propulsion is un suit able. 

The Mi n i s ter hope s that under this arrangement 

oper ators converting their veh icl e s will be able to derive 

the full e st :;JOss i ble benefit f rom t heir ent er:pri se and th at 

others will be en c ou r~ged to f ollow suit. 

Ministry of Transport, 
Metropole Buildings, 

Northumberland Avenue, 
London, W.C.2 c 



CYPRIOTS FLOCK TO THE COLOURS 

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW CYPRUS RBGDfJ.ENT. 

No. 7 •. -

The determination of Cypriot manhood to stand shoulder to 

shoulder vvi th their allied comrades in resistance to Nazi 

aggression is strikingly revealed in the records of the Cyprus 

recruiting authorities, which show that over 6,000 applications 

to join the colours have been received since the outbreak of 

war .. 
This number refers to applications for enlistment in the 

R.A.S.Co, motor transport, and muleteer companies; and is the 

total reached before the announcement was made of the King1 s 

approval of the establishment of a new Cyprus Regiment for which 

further recruiting is now proceeding. 

EMPrnE AFFAIRS 

+++++++++++++ 
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ADMIRALTY_ OPFICIAL COMMUNH1,UE. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty I'eg:i'.'ets to 

announce that H.M. Trawler "Benvolio", Chief Skipper 

S . M. Aldred 9 R.N.R. p has been sunk by a mine. The 

Commanding Officer the nine ratings are missing, and are 

feared to have been lost. 

The next of kin have been ·informed. 

ADMIRAIIT' Y 9 

WH ITEHALL 9 s.w.1. 
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AMERICAN MAILS AT BERMUDA 

Reports have recently been circulated 

that the British authoritiee on 18th January used force 

in removing air mail from Clipper Trsn9-Atlantic aircraft 

at Bermuda, and that the necessary search was carried ·out 

by "Marines with fixed. bayonets" .. 

It is authoritatively stated that no armed 

force of any kind was used and that, contrary to reports, 

no clash occurred between the Captain of the Clipper and 

the Bermuda censorship authorities~ 

Relations between all the parties concerned 

were throughout of the best. 

The local authorities have paid tribute to 

the helpful attitude adopted, within the limits of their 

duties, by the Captain of the aircraft and the Manager of 

the Air Line; and the United s t a tes Consul and the Manager of 

the Air Line have for their part confirmed that the 

situation was handled courteously and tac't ·fully and ;.d th 

a complete lack of friction.· 

++++++++++ 
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R.A.P. OVER NORTH WEST GE::UflANY. . ··----· __ ..__ ___ ___ 
The Air Ministry announees : -

During last night extehsive ~ebo~nalssance flights 

were carried out by the Royal .A,ir Force over North-West 

Ger,many. 

One of our airm:-aft failed to return. It has since 

been ascertained that the pilot 9 having lost his bearings 9 

has landed in Delgium. 

• 



AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN 24/2/40 No. 11., 

(Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry announcement.) 

THE EYE OF THE R. A. F. 

WHY PICTURES OF GI;RNANY Jif()) . .. $..Q__Q_LEPJ( 

The cameras used by our airmen in this war are much simpler to 
operate than those of 25 years ago. They also give results with much 
greater precision. 

The' -miniature camera of the 35 rn. m. type has also had considerable 
success. ,This is slung round the neck and can be used as required 
without interfering with the operator's other duties. 

With some of the old camera mountings exact levelling was not always 
possible and level occasionally had to be assumed, so that in certain 
instances the photographs brought back were far from being vertical; 
and the axis of the lens a ltered with the trim of the aircraft. Two 
dis tine t types of camera vvere also required, one for vertical 
photographs and the other for oblique. Today the camera used for taking 
verticals can also be used for obliques. 

The superiority of films over the old-fashioned plates need hardly 
be stressedo In the last war a big job meant a stock of half-a-~ozen 
magazines, each of which held over eighteen plates; and there was 
always the risk of passing over a magazine a second time, when the 
inverted metal sheets would jam and could only be cleared by unshipping 
the camera and shaking the plates back into the box. 

The magazine of the standard camera now in use holds enough film for 
125· exposures five inches square, and is very little bigger than one of 
the old magazines. To load the film into the magazine is a matter of 
seconds. In the old days, a long time was required for the laborious 
business of first unpacking plates and loading them one by one into 
sheaths and the~ putting the sheaths into magazineso 

The camera itself is strongly made. The body, magazine and lens cone 
are all of metal. A glass registe r or pressure glass is fixed at the 
focal plane, and a press ure pad in the magazine holds the film flat 
during e:;posure~ 

The lenses are all fitted with iris diaphragms, the operating lever 
of which projects through a slot in the lens cone. The cone is marked 
with the stop aperture numbers. 

The mechanism to release and re-set the shutter and wind the film 
in the magazine is housed in the gearbox, and attached to the gearbox 
is a small instrument panel mounted with either a counter or a watch. 
The image of the instrument, which is illuminated at the time of 
exposure, is transmi tte c". to the film by means of a prism and a small lens. 
Thus each exposure is given a consecutive identification mark, either a 
seri al number o~ a time mark. 

Each of these camera parts is o. soporo.tc unit and can be readily 
de t ached and exchanged at the squadron equipment store when no longer 
s erviceable. 

The c amera is worked either electrically or by hand. With 
e lectrica l control the time interval is set on a di al, and the camera 
has only to be switched on to take photographs a t the pre-determined 
intervals. With modern equipment even hand operation is simple. Exposure 
is rna a.e by trigger release, and five turns of the gearbox handle takes up 
the film and re-sets the shutter ready for the next exposure. 

Aircraft cre~rs are taught to work the camera by the Squadron 
photographic instructor , but tho installation of the ap~aratus in the 
aircraft is a l ways supervised by a qua lified photographer, who also tells 

/the 
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the camera operator what to do in case weather conditions 
necessitate changes in shutter speed or lens aperature 
setting. 

When the aircraft returns from reconnaissance the 
magazines are at once handed over to the photographic 
section, together with the photographic reconnaissance 
report, which gives particulars of weather conditions 
and exposures on the flight • 

. In these days mosaic-making - building up a 
large picture from several small ones - is seldom done. 
Hosaics are still produced, but they are submitted in 
loose-leaf form. The runs are lettered, and the prints 
numbered, so that the mosaic can either be assembled 
for examination as a whole if required or single prints 
can be examined separately. 

Any two consecutive prints can also be examined 
through the stereoscope. "Stereo pairs" are now reGularly 
taken, and this replaces npin-pointing". 

It will be seen tha t nowadays very little is 
left to chance in air photography. In order to secure 
precision, calculators are provid<;d that facilitate 
the working out of scales, the amount of ground covered 
b;y- various lenses at various heights, and the number of 
exposures needed for a given job. 

++++++++ +++ 

AIR MINISTRY - "- ·-----
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PRESS NOTIC..fil. 

The Ministry of Labour states that there 

is no tl'uth in the story which appeared in some 

newspapers today that a further Royal Proclamation 

is in immediate contemplation under the National 

Service (Armed Forces Act) 1939 announcing the 

calling up for military service of men up to 

age 35~ 

As soon as any such step has been 

decided on, an official announcement will be 

made~ 

++++++ 

MINISTRY OF _!i_~OUR. 
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BUT'J:'ER I N ULSTER 

Ul~ter people h ave been w rnecl tha t they must not obtain 

but tcr from ou tsio.e source s. 

I.nforraation ha s ro ached the Ulster Divisional F ood Office 

tha t certain firms in Eire a r G solicitil1.2; orders for the 

delivery of butt Gr t o persons in Northern Ireland in postal 

p a rcels up to 10 lbs. 

To obtain bu tt o r in this vr8.y 9 it is sta tcd, is an offence 

against tho r ntioning order. It is pe1--missible 9 h owevcr, to 

rocoivc small quanti tics a s bono. fide .zifts from friends in 

Eire. 

EM::? IRE AFFAIRS 
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THE LONELIES~ 

There won 1 t be a lonely soldier in Ca na Cl.a 1 s Overseas 

Army if people back home am}'.ll;}r a ia..ea. b y Ola. Country folk 

can help it 

Some time a:._,o the Canaclian Press founc'. a youn,g Ca nuck 

who hao. not received a letter since a rrivin;s in En_z l o. ncl. with 

the first contingent and he became known as the lonc;li ost man 

in Aldershot~ A comra de ha c3. revealed that he h ac:. joined 

u~ agains t the wishes of his uaci f ist parents and tha t family 

tie s had been cut as a result. 

After the story was published in CanaoD i:n).Cl. the United 

King dorn 1 hunc3reds of persons wrote him cheer'y l e tte rs and 

sent parcels to news~oape r offices for for Vl18. r c1i ng. The 

young ster will not have to wait muchl:OTIL.U" for tho mail from 

Cana c3.a is now crossin8" the Atlantic. But in the meantime 

he is not lonely any l onger as a couple of hunc1.rec3. letters 

and parcels have alearly poured in on him. Among the 

gifts he is sha ring -vvi th b a rrack buddie s arc woo llen pullovers, 

scarves 1 mit tens, cigarctter. and chocol ci. t cs o The mCl jori ty 

of hi s corrcsponoents e nclose stamps for r eply. 

Messag.:: s of cheer come f r om all sorts of people of all 

age s. Th.hey of fe r him hospitality, h ome , sa3e a~vico , 

encouragement a nd there is even a proposal of marri o.30. 

I a_o no t kno'.- what to say about it all; I never thought 

~Q o oplo c ould show such interest in a ny one pcrso n 9 and I will 

c ertainly try to a n s· ... ; r every lette r a lthough I may need help 

from ~'n ls, sai c.1_ t h is e rstwhile lone l y so ld.i0r, but he smile(: a na_ 

shook his h eacl when askea. ~,b , 1ut the p r oposa l of mo. rriage. 

EhPIRE AFFAIRS 
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FIIBNCH OF'F'I CI AL COL1MUNIQUE - EVENING. 

Paris 2 SaturdaL 1 _February 24. 1940. 

The following officia l communiq_ue was 

issued this evening from French G.Ho Q.: -

A QUIET DAY ON THE WHOLE. SOME 

FIRING ALONG THE RHINEo 
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MOST COMPLETE AIR LIBRARY. 

The most completely equipped aeronautical library 

in the count~y is not unexpectedly, that which belongs to the 

Air Ministry~ This f'act however gives no indication of the 

romance that li.es on its oaken shelves or under lock and key 

in secret strong-rooms. 

For, in addition to books kept for reference and as 

records~ all secret documents relating to the Royal Air Force 

come under ·the guardianship of the Air Minis try' s Chief' 

Librarian~ 

The Library contains nearly 20,000 volumes and 

something like 50,000 docu.ments. 

These documents date from 1884. They form an 

invaluable historical record of the development of aeronau

tics and of man's efforts to conquer the air. 

In addition to technical records there are secret 

documents - so secret and so valuable that~ on the outbreak 

of war, many o::' them were removed from J-'ondon under armed 

guard to a place of greater safety. 

Also in these ci.rch::. ves may be found by those who 

have authority to search - records of th9 day to day activi

ties of the R.F.O. and R.A.F. during the last war. Many of 

these~ written in quiet unemotional ~arrative from official 

reports, vie with Aloxandre Dumas novels in their thrilling 
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tales of R11A.F. exploits nearly a quarter of a century ago. 

Some of them seem almost incredible. 

In the book sections of the Library are volumes 

· dealing with the scientific, technioal and international 

aspects of aeronautics and their relationship ·to naval and 

military operations. 

On subjects other than aeronautics, there are books 

on mathematics and engineering anu the various branches of 

physical science, new.research, and• in fact, every standard 

work that might be needed for any official in any of the many 

branches of the Air Ministry• 

There are tomes, too, on naval and military history, 

strategy and tactics, as well as many publications on politi

cal -and social questions. 

'' 
11HITLER" TBE MASCOT. 

Mascots are as popular with flying men in this war 

as in the last. One Fighter Command squadron has a most use

ful mascot, an ancient saloon motor-car that is called "Hitler11 .. 

"Hitler' ... does a tremendous amount of work. He is 

used to "ferry~ the pilots to and from the Mess and about the 

aerodrome. He thinks nothing of dashing round the station 

with eight or ten pilots aboard~ 

nHitler" is camouflaged black and red., they say. 

The red is rust 4 The windows are of ply-wood. The ordinary 



sea~s have been removed, and there is a gap where the rear 

window used to be. 

Eight pilots paid OOs. each to acquire "Hitler" at 

the beginning of the war, and already he has paid for himself. 

He requires neither tax nor insurance because he never goes 

out of the station. 

RIGHT DRESS. 

Exact details of th~ manner in which R.A.F. officers 

must dress are given in the uAir Ministry Dress Regulations 

for officers of the Royal Air Force", a publication that 

supplies the answer to such questions as: ttwhy is it that at 

a gathering of R.A.F. officers some may be seen wearing the 

service dress cap and others the field dress cap?'' 

The official answer is in paragraph 16 which lays it 

down that "The service dress cap may be used by officers in 

lieu of the field service cap at the option of the wearer.tt 

The wearing of fur collars wit4 great coats or 

waterproofs of any description is prohibited. Watch-chains 

and trinkets must not be worn in such a manner as to be seen. 

This also applies to cardigans and similar garments when worn 

with service dress uniform. Tie-pins may not be worn • 

.An officer in private mourning may wear a band of 

black crepe, three-and-a-quarter inches wide, round the left 

arm midway between elbow and shoulder. 



The manner of wearing ribbons of Orders¥ deoorations 

and medals is set out in a special section. The Victoria 

Cross comes before everything else, and provision is even 

made for the wearer being awarded one or more bars to the 

Oros.a. 

MODERN AIR PHOTOGRAPHY. 

The means of taking reconnaissance photographs from 

the air have greatly improved since the last war. 

Then, cameras were mounted in such a way that true 

levelling was difficult. Level sometimes had to be guessed 

at, and many of the pictures were far out of the vertical. 

For oblique pictures quite another sort of camera was used, 

roughly described as like a coffee pot.. It had two handles, 

which the photogrll>her held over the side, trying to avoid . 

the slip-stream, as he pointed the camera at the objective. 

Nowadays one camera can take both vertical and 

oblique views. The spirit levels in the mounting immediately 

show any deviation. Adjustment is quick and easy. 

The use of film instead of the old-fashioned plates 

is another obvious advantage. In the last war a big job 

needed a stock of half a dozen magazines, each of which held 

only eighteen plates; and there was always the risk of . 
passing over a magazine a second time, causing the inverted 

metal sheets to jam, so that they could be cleared only by 



unshipping the camera and shaking the plates back into the 

box. The magazine of the camera now in use contains sUf'f'i

cient film for 125 exposures five inches square, and is 

little bigger than one of the old magazines. It takes- only a 

f'ew seconds to load the film into the magazine. 

The camera itself is st~ongly made; it can be 

worked either electrically or by hand. 

A clever device worked by the operating lever also 

photographs on to the left -hand corner of the picture the 

exact time at which it was taken. 

v.c.ts OF Tiill AIR. 

Nineteen Victoria Grosses were won ,by British 

airmen during the Great War, 1914-1918. Below is the third 

of a series of records of the deeds which won for flying men 

Britain's highest award for gallantry. 

Major L.J.Hawker. 

Major L.J.Hawker was already an airman of note 

when he joined the Royal Flying Gorps from the Royal Enginoors 

in October, 1914. He was posted to No.6 Squadron in France, 

after a short training period at the Central Flying School. 

During the early summer of the following year he was awarded 

bo~h the v.c. and n.s.o. 
He won his v.c. in July, 1915. Flying a single-

seater Bristol Scout, Major Hawker joined combat with three 
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heavily armed two .. -seater enemy sircra:f't in rapid succession. 

The pilot of the first enemy machine had no heart for the 

conflict and escaped as guickly as possible. But the second 

German pilot was a tougher p~oposition. 

?or a time the two aircraft fought for :position 

until Hawker succeeded in putting a burst of fire into his 

opponent 1a aircraft cutting the strut-wires and tearing holes 

in the wings. Badly damaged the enemy dived towards the earth,.. 

but the pilot succeeded. in making a forced landing in .Allied 

territory. 

Hawker then engaged the third aircraft. For a few 

moments there was a staccato rattle from the machine guns. 

Then the enemy aircraft crashed earthwards. As it fell a 

body hurtled from it into the clear surarner air. 

1rwo months earlier Hawker had won the D. s.o. in a 

daring bombing raid on an airship shed at Gontroa.e. 

As he approached his. objective, Hawker noticed an 

enemy observation balloon. The observer was in the basket, 

and Hawker skilfully used the balloon to screen his approach 

from the anti-aircraft batteries. Then diving to 200 ft. 

over the German hangar he released his bombs. He had to 

climb rapidly to avoid the blast of the explosion as the 

wreckage of the shed was hurled into the air. 

Major· Hawker was Commander of' No.24 Squadron when he 

met his death in November, 1916. He was shot down in combat 

by the German ace, von Richthofen. 
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a. 

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT. 

A well-known film producer, now a ''f erryH pilot with 

the R.A.F., has designed a set of "waste not, want nottt posters 

for the food economy drive. 

Like those designed by Fougasse for· the Government's 

anti-gossip campaign, these posters aim ay putting over a 

serious l.eem:m with a smile. One, of Field Marshal Goering, 

has an arrow pointing to his ample belt and carries the cap

tion, "This is filled by y, ·' ,., Wastett. 

Another shows a dinner plate, piled to overflowing 

with good food and crossed through in black ink:- "Remember 

you can always come back for more." 

The picture on the third poster is a German Iron 

Cross. "Don't earn one of theee", the artist says, 'tty 

wasting food. 11 

Finally, there is a picture of a fighter aircraft 

diving, with the message: nHelp to buy more of these by ~ 

wasting food." 

The posters are displayed on the walls of the 

Officers' Mess, Sergeants' Mess and the Airmen's nDining Hall" 

at the Fighter station to which the pilot-film-producer is 

attached • 



GOOD FOR CIRCULATION. 

On long range flights this winter, R.A.F. crews have 

had to work in freezing temperature. A physical numbing, as 

well as a deadening of mental faculties, may develop if pre

cautions are not taken, and there is always the danger of 

frostbite. 'I1here have been few serious casual ties from cold, 

for R.A.F. · medical officers have laid down a set of common-

sense rules. 

The greatest importance is attached to dry clothing~ 

for damp clothes provide moisture that may freezee Excessive 

exertion that induces perspiration is to be avoided, when 

once a man is dressed for flying. Flying clothing must be 

loose so that it does not restrict circulation. Flying boots 

must be roomy enough to allow two pairs of socks to be worn 

comfortably. So far as personal clothing is concerned, 

sev~ral thin layers of loose-fitting, loose-woven clothing are 

warmer than one garment of the same combined weight. The skint 

particularly of hands of feet, must be dry before dressing for 

a flight. A hot meal taken before-hand, hot drinks to sip, 

and sweets to suck, during the flight, are recommended. The 

adequate use of oxygen helps a man to withstand cold and 

lessens the incidence of frostbiteu 

There are several rules to be observed on the 

return to Base~ One reads: "After a hot meal and a short 

rest, go to bed warm.n 



RED FOR CHOICE. 

Which is the most popular colour? Fighter 

Oomrnand pilots answer "red"• 

You may remember that, in "The Lion Has Wings", 

the fighter station commander, talking to his pilots in the 
I 

air by radio-telephone, addresses them by their section 

colours. When a section of a fighter squadron has to be sent 

up to patrol the coast or look for an enemy raider, it is 

chosen by the colour allotted to it. 

Station Commanders find that they have to keep 

a check on their own colour preference. It has been found 

that, when the colours are chosen at random, red sections go 

into the air more often than sections of other colours. So 

a way has had to be found to ensure that the other colours 

get their fair share of the work. 

R1 AqF• PRISONERS OF WAR GET THEIR PARCELS, 

Airmen were among the first prisoners to be taken 

by the enemy in this war 9 some of them being men who did not 

return from the early raids on naval bases. 

It is bad luck to be taken prisoner at any time, 

but especially in the first few weeks of a war. One reason 

is that the chance of getting parcels from home is slighto 

At first it was extremely difficult to make any 

sort of contact with prisoners in Germanyo Parcels came 



back a:f'ter long and unsucceasful wanderings. 

Now, direct communication through Belgium wi.th 

:pr·isoners Of war in Germany has been established by the Red 

Cross, and up to the present more than 86 per cent of the 

parcels of food and clothing dispatched by the Prisoners of 

War Department of 1he British Red Cross and Order of st.John 

. have been acknowledged as safely received. Actually a higher 

percentage is known to have arrived. 

This news is sometimes received a fortnight after 

the dispatch of the parce~, though usually it takes a little 

longer. 

The following extracts from R.A.F. prisoners' 

letters are typical: 

A Pilot Officer writes:-

11We have all received bumper parcels from the Red 

Cross wh.i,ch have cheered us up no end.," 

A Wing Commander says:-

"I can assure you.that the parcels received are 

very highly appreciated and contain what is required. If 

your staff could see the excitement and pleasure the arrival 

of a parcel gives, not only to the recipient but to all his 

companions, I feel sure that they would feel repaid for 

their efforts. 0 

At present each RoA.F. prisoner of war is receiving 

from the Red Gross two 10. lb. parcels of' food (costing about 

10/= each) each week. 



The contents of the parcels are varied, but a dieti

cian checks the assortment, which cannot be altered to include 

"favourite" foods. 

But the "personal parcel", which the next-of-kin of 

each prisoner is allowed to send once in every three months, can 

cater f or more individual tastes, although the only food it 

may contain is bar chocolate. These parcels are sent through 

the Red Cross, who repack them under the eye of the Censor •. 

Personal parcels may contain clothes, tobacco and 

cigarettes in packets, brushes, soap, sponges and pencils. It 

seems that knitting needles and wool are greatly appreciated, 

as well as materials for embroidery work and small musical 

instruments. Goods in tins or tubes cannot be sent. 

Knitted goods and handkerchiefs are recommended for 

inclusion in personal parcels. The Red Cross sends a parcel 

of underclothes, shoes and pullover to every prisoner as soon 

as his name is received. 

Boredom is the prisoner's worst enemy. Relatives and 

friends may write as often as they wish, although they cannot 

send books or games except direct from shops which have a permit 

to send printed matter abroad. 

The Red Cross is working out a scheme under which it 

will be possible to obtain educational books for prisoners of 

war~ Many of them ask for books to study special subjects -

languages particularly,. 
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PRESS STATEMENT. 

Hitler's speech is regarded in official 

circles as one on which it is not worth commenting. 

++++++ 
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The War Office11 

London, s.w.1. 
24th February, 1940. 

It ha s come to notice that a very considerable 

number of men are losing their employraent through 

volunteering for service in the PJ.rmy and s iving up their 

jobs before being definitely accepted. The result has 

been that in cases where, for one reason or another, the 

Army has been unable to accept a 1nan he has found hDnself 

without any form of employment. 

The War Office and the Ministry of Labour are 

most anxious for it to be clearly understood that where 

ever possible a man should not give UliJ; his em].)loyment, 

or give notice to his employer, until such time as he 

has been finally acce~ted for the Array and given a 

definite joining date. 

The co-operation also of employers in this 

matter will be of great assistance. 


