
NOT X'O _ _I?..P gUO_TEJLA5LM.i 
AIR MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMEN'J.1_. 

BLUE _§ECT_ION STAND BY. 

A DAY IN AN R. Ao Fa PIJ.OT' S LIFE. 

The "heavenly t'l:vins" occupy the first room in the mess block at a 

fighter station in the north of England. They are two young pilots who 

went together to their flying training school and joined their present 

squadron at the same timeo 

Hence the nickname 9 altho~gh they are as ~nlike as possibleo Mick 

is tall, dark and saturnine; Bob is small and fair-haired, and looks even 

younger than his twenty odd yearso Mick has a day off today, and is still 

sipping his tea in bed at 60 30 ao m. while Bob is shavingo 

Two beds, two washstands, a joint chest of drauers and dressing 

table, a couple of easy chairs, lino on the floor and tvvo strips of carpet 

- the setting is ordinary enougho Over the mantelpiece is the Squadron 

Crest, and below photograi;:ihs of the pilots' families and girl friends. 

Bob has livened up h}.s end of the room with pictures of film stars .. 

Bob also has a gramophone - swing music and hot numbers are his 

choiceo Mick is of more studious turn of mind. Just now he is glanc-

ing idly at a book ·- Gunt:h.er 1 s "Inside Asia"o By his bed are the 

latest Aldous Huxley, Arnold Bennett's "Old Wives Tale", Henry Kingsley's 

"Ravenshoe", and abstruse works on aero engineso 

An Alsation who sits watching him 9 is one of the characters of the 

station. He is as well disciplined as any airman, and knows exactly when 

he is not permitted to parade. Rumour has it that he can distinguish 

oetween the distant hum of his master's aircraft and the engines of other 

types of aircraf-Co 

In many ways the 11 twins" tastes are similar; Both play Rugger and 

Squash; both box; both have a nice judgment of movie values. Each has 

done a considerable amount of flying including a large proportion of 

night work under all weather conditions. B'J t, al though other members 

of their squadron have been in action neither has ye~ had the luck of 

the draw~ 
B.ob/ 
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Bob goes off to the mess at about 7.15, to bacon and eggs, buttered 

toast and marmalade, and a glance at the morning papers. At eight o'clock, 

wearing his greatcoat and forage cap, he reports at the hangar to his 

flight commander, along with the other pilots of his flight& They put 

on their flying overalls and jackets with fleece linings~ These are kept 

in lockers in the hangarso The pilots are already wearing their heavy 

knee boots. 

The flight sergeant has their aircraft waiting on the tarmac. Bob 

climbs into hiG fighter and taxis to his allotted positione He tests his 

instruments and switches, and opens out to maximum boosto Then he joins 

the other pilots in the pilots' huto 

The pilots' room is an institution unlike anything else in Service 

life. In an average squadron, the proportion of officers to sergeant-

pilots is about 50:500 In the pilots' room they meet on completely com-

mon grounda Are they not all pilots? Tihey share the same fire, play 

the same games, discuss the same topics. 

Here they wait their orderso They may wait five minutes, or all 

day. There are magazines and books, American comic papers and tech

nical flying papers, draughts and the inevitable darts, and a wireless 

which is _p:>actically never silento An exotic lady or two looks down from 

the walls, In a quiet corner an officer and a sergeant are playing chess. 

Talk is on the war and local cinemas, and again and again it comes back 

to the one absorbing topic of the airo The whole atmosphere is changed 

if there is any broadcast mention of an air engagement 0 

Suddenly, the loud-speaker j_nterrupts themo "Blue Section stand 

by". c·oats are buttoned (parachutes and helmets are kept in the aircraft, 

the latter attached to the radio)~ Bob and the other "Blue Section" 

pi.lot$ "·double" to the hangar, and almost at once they are in the air. 

The rest of the pilots turn their heads to pass what good-natured 

criticism they can on the formation, and within a few minutes the pilots' 

room is back again to normal. 

Bob's flight commander is himself piloting one of the aircraft. He 

has only four years' servi ee, but magnificent flying experience, . A 

third fighter is pilotP-d b;r a sergeant-pilot, an ex-Halton boy wittI nine 

years' service ,, As soon as they are i n the air, the controller gives 

orders by radio. 

/The 
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The pilots are to identiey aircraft in such-and-such an area. Within 

ten minutes they are there, and have proved the "ra id" to be friendly 

aircraft. So back they go and, in a nother t wenty minutes, h ave 

received permission to l and, have refuelled and are back in the 

pilots' room. 

Lunch is arra nged in relays, or sent over in hay boxes, according 

to the number of pilots available 9 for the aircraft must always be 

re a Cly. Today, Bob has 30 minutes for lunch, He is t aken to the 

mess a t top speed by an airman driving a converted shooting brake. 

Roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, stewed pears, cheese and a cup of 

coffee are soon put avvay, and Bob is back on time to relieve another 

pilot. 

They are just beginning to think about tea , when the moment 

arrives :ror which the y have a ll been vm i ting - suda.enly, as alwayS'. 

happens in the Air Force, Two unidentified aircraft have been 

reported. This time, a flight, not a section, is sent up. 

The problem is a cricket one; the light is failing andthe 

Royal Air Force must try to :JDrce a win, But in this game stumps 

a re never drawn. Only a little time before, that young man who 

is stretching his long legs in front of the fire had a good innings. 

The day's story ought to end with a thrilling account of another 

such combat: but this is ~ day and not ~ day. Ten minutes later 

the aircraft are ordered to return. When they get b ack the pilots 

learn that the enemy had thought better of it and turned back. And 

so home to land in the dark. 

At six o'clock the pilots are release d. Another flight 

arrives with camp beds. Ove r in the messs Bob gets a bath and 

dinner a t seven o'clock. There follows a hundred up in the billiard 

room. By 10.30 Bob is b a ck in bed a nd. when Mick comes in at 

midnight he has been aslee~ for more than an hour. 

Flyin::, at any hour of the day or night, in go od weather and 

bad, these pilots give full.va lue for their 14/- a day. 

AIR MINISTRY, 
ia.a CHARLES STREET, 
WHITEHALL, s.w.1. 

----000----
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN N0~293A, 

(NOT TO BE QUOTED AS AN AIR MINISTRY STATEMENT) 

This refers to Air Ministry Bulletin No.293. 

The formation. of three Royal Air Force bombers left its base 

on patrol to search for German warshipso 

No. 2. 

At a point about 80 miles north west of Heligoland and about 80 

miles north of Borkum when our bombers were in close formation and 

flying at about 10,000 feet, they were suddenly attacked by a squadron 

of 12 Messerschmitt 110 long range fighterso A fight at once ensued 

in which our aircraft, though heavily outnumbered, gave a very good 

account of themselves destroying one enemy aircraft and driving down 

t wo others .. One of our aircraft was seen to be shot down and one 

is still missing. 

The pilot of the third aircraft said on his return: 

"We were going South when suddenly the look-out man shouted 

'fighters'. Almost before he had given the warning I saw streams 
of white tracer bullets flashing past on the port side. I then 

realised that this was a serious battle. We had not seen the enemy 

because they came straight out of the sun. The first burst of 

enemy fire penetrated our fuselage but did no material damage. We 

gave as good as we got. We found ourselves fi ghting about 12 

of the enemy. More bullets entered our aircraft and some of them 

missed us by a few inches 11
• ' 

For nearly ten minutes this aircraft fought its way out. No 

less than 6 Messerschmittsmade three dual attacks upon it. The 

rear gunner succeeded in bringing one of them down while the front 
gunner claimed another. The first was seen to fall out of controle 

It caught fire when half way down and crashed into the sea in flames. 
The other was definitely hit and made a spiral dive towards the 

sea, it is improbable that the pilot could have regained controlo 

Shortly after the second M.esserschmitt had fallen out of the 

combat the pilot of the British aircraft decided to seek sea level. 

He dived from 10,000 feet to about 20 feet above the 1~ .iter and was 

immediately pursued by the eneroyo He skilfully skimmed above the 

surface for about half an hour dodging the enemy who finally had 

to give up the att.ack. 

++++++++ 

AIR MINISTRY, 
WHITE HALL, S. W. lo. 
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FRENCH OFFICIAL COMM UNHWE. 

The follo wing official cornmuniq_ue "VVO. S issue d 

from French G,H,; Q. 9 this mornin5 :- · 

No thing to re:por>t-. 



PLEAS« REPLY TO 

TH& OFFICIAL SECRETARY 

A.ND QUOTE 

~OMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIA HOUSE 
STRAND · LONDON 

W.C.2. 

THE Eiv1PIRE AND THE WAR 

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 

u CROTONATE, EsTRAN D . LONDON" 

TEL•PHONE I TliMPLE e ... R 15e7 

Text of Address by the RT. HON. S.k. BRUCE, CH., MC., 
High Commissioner for Australia, broadcast on the B.B.C. 

Empire Programme, Wednesday, 3rd January, 1940. 

I have been invited to speak to you for a few 
minutes this afternoon on Australia's war effort. 

Of that effort I could tell you much, but I 
think I can best and most effectively summarise it in 
a very few words by saying that it is and will be all 
that Australia can contribute whether morally or 
materially to the cause for which Great Britain and her 
gallant ally, France, are fighting. 

The question that naturally springs to our 
mind in face of such a statement is to ask ourselves why 
has Australia? a self-governing nation some 12,000 miles 
distant from the scene of conflict, entered the war and 
pledged her aid to the maximum of her capacity in man 
power and resour~es. 

I am peculiarly well placed to answer this 
question, since it has been my lot to be in daily touch 
with the march of events both before and during the war. 
I haye witnessed every move to meet the reasonable claims 
of Germany, every effort to avert the catastrophe of war, 
its final outbreak, and the steps taken to meet each 
situation as it has arisen. 

Australia has pledged her utmost endeavour 
because she knows that the Allies are fightin~ for all 
those things which Australians believe make life worth 
living, and in order to free the world from the dominance 
of force and the constant fear of aggression. 

Where Australia stands, there stand all the 
other Dominions of the British Empire. Can anyone believe 
that these young democratic and peace loving nations, 
masters of their own destinies, free to exercise their 
own jud~ments, would have sprung spontaneously to . 
Britain s side, save in a just and righteous cause, and 
unless they were satisfied that every effort had been 
made to preserve peace. 

And yet German propaganda is attempting to 
impress upon German and neutral minds that the German 
nation has been reluctantly forced to fight in order to 
preserve German inde~endence and the German right to 
live, and that Britain is responsible for the calamity 
which has befallen the world. 

It is doubtful whether the world's history 
contains any comparable example of such deliberate 



misleading of a nation. 

If the German people believe this propaganda, 
they will believe anything. They will believe that 
Belgium in 1914 invaded Germany, and that Finland has 
made an unprovoked attack upon Russia. 

It is possible that, for the time being, the 
German people may be deceived into accepting this complete 
inversion of the truth, but Herr Bitler's words are 
believed in no other country. At the bar of present 
world opinion as at the bar of history, Herr Hitler 
stands, and will stand, convicted of being the sole cause 
of this war and on his shoulders ·must rest the responsi
bility for all the loss and suffering which it will entail. 

The British Empire and France have taken up 
the challenge to save Europe from the brutal violation 
of its freedom by a nazified Germany. 

If the British Government was open to criticism, 
it was because their policy was the very reverse of what 
the German leaders now allege. Faithfully reflecting 
the deep instinct of the British people, they went to 
the very limit of both patience and prudence in their 
efforts for peace. 

Memories may be short, but I do not believe 
that even concentrated propaganda can have completely 
effaced the picture of lvir. Chamberlain's unwearying fight 
for peace. 

Unhappily all these efforts failed, and when 
Germany brutally invaded Poland, Great Britain and France 
took up arms in order to save Euro~e from domination and 
to re-establish the rule of law anu decency in the world. 

Britain's action was unanimously ap~roved 
throughout the Empire, and immediately following the 
declaration of war came s~ontaneous offers of hel~ from 
all the great self-governing Dominions. This attitude 
of the Dominions was a bitter blow to the Nazi leaders 
~ho believed that the Dominions would not support Britain 
if wa:r came, or, if they did, would only do so half
heartedly. 

Notwithstanding all the evidence to the 
cont~ary, the Ge~an propag~~d~ mashine has.p~rsisted in 
so mJ.s-representing the att1 -~"J d.e 01 the Dominions, and 
no doubt many of the German people still believe this 
story. . 

If so, a rude awakening lies before them. In 
the last few days we have learned of the arrival in this 
country of large numbers of Canadian troops and Australian 
airmeno Important as this is, it is only the forerunner 
of the mighty land and air forces which are now being 
mobilised and trained throughout the Empire. One 
specific effort al u:r:ie, namely the great training scheme 
for air force personnel, will provide reserves of the 
best possible pilots far beyond anything which Germany 
can hope to achieve. 

The true significance of the events of these 
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last weeks is that they are symbolical of the massing 
of the might of Britain and her daughter nationso 

How great is that might is scarcely realised 
and it will come, as the war progresses, as an extremefy 
unpleasant shock to our enemieso 

The influence of the million men from the 
British Em.~ire overseas upon the issue of the war of 
191~-1918 is now a matter of history. 

In the past 25 years the Dominions have grown 
in population and strengtho Side by side with a tremen
dous expansion of agriculture and the development of the 
Empire's resources of raw material, Canada and Australia 
have become important industrial nations. 

This growth, expansion and development, which 
has taken place since, will enable the Dominions to make 
an incomparably greater contribution in the present war. 

When we think of this great group of free 
nations which constitute the British Empire with its 
reservoir of man power and its unlimitea material 
resources, united together as never before in its history, 
can we doubt for one second that victory will be ourso 
When we remember that in this str~gle we are fighting 
side by side with the gallant and indomitable people of 
France, our certainty of victory is strengthened. 

There is another reason why we are supremely 
confident, and that is because we are free peoples fight
ing against the growth of tyrannies. 

The German ~eople have been most woefully 
misled by false doctrine and a false inter~retation of 
historyo They have been taught that individual freedom 
is incompatible with the warlike virtues. 

They have forgotten that it has been in the 
defence of liberty and free institutions that men have 
displayed the most complete determination and the utmost 
heroismo The defence of Finland which has stirred the 
imagination of the world, demonstrates in the clearest 
way the immense military advantage of a noble cause. 

The achievement of victory and the freeing of 
the nations from the intolerable threats of dominance 
by Nazis and Bolsheviks, however, is not enough. 

We have also to visualise the sort of world 
we hope to see emerge once peace has been established. 

I have not the authority, nor is this the 
ocQasion to attempt, to outline the peace aims of the 
British Empire ana of Fran6eo I~ heaters will remember 
recent s~eeches by Mr. Chamberlain, M. Daladier and by 
Lord Halifax. They may also have read or heard the words 
of my own Prime Minister, Iv!r. Menzies. These give us 
the necessary clues by which we can ourselves construct 
a picture of ~eace aims. The first and most important 
must be security. The Western Democracies cannot and 
will not tolerate a patched up peace or armed truce under 
which Europe and the world will have no certainty that 
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new threats to liberty and the independence of nations 
will not arise. 

Having established security and re-established 
the rule of law o.nd decency in the world, the imperative 
necessity will be to ensure for all nations r.nd 
individuals economic and social well-being. 

The demand for greater economic and social 
equity is insistent and arises both from the poorer 
nations and from the poorer classes within all nations. 

To achieve this clear thinking, bold policies, 
and greater international co-operation than has ever 
been achieved in the past, will be required. 

Pray God that the statesmen of the world will 
have the vision and the courage to accomplish these 
things. 

The task before us is of the greatest magnitude. 
The British Empire and France have lived and hoped for 
:t:ieace; they have been forced into war. Our first task 
1s to ensure the defeat of those forces which seek to 
subjugate Europe and the world to their own false 
doctrines. We have also to prepare the way for a peace 
settlement which will secure to nations and peoples 
liberty, material progress and social justice. In this 
task we can rely upon the active participation and co
operation of all the principal neutral nations. 
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Under Sect ion 5 of the Coal :M ines Act, 1960, as amended 

bJ the Coal Act, 1 9 3 .·>, Comrdt tees of Investigation and a 

Central Appeal Tribunal were set up to investigate complaints 
'· 

by consumers with respect to the operations o~ the Coal 

Marketing Schemes constitut ed under Part I of the Act and 

administered by the Central e.nd District Boards of coalowners. 

As the coal mining industry is no v1 acting under the 

directions of the Government in Pegard to the supply and sale 

of coal, the Comil1ittees of Investigation and the Central 

A1Jpeal Tri0u1ial are inap propriate in present circumstances . 

An Order has, ther efore, been made uncer the :J;mergency Powers 

(Defence) Act, to suspend the activities of these bodies, 

but in orcier to ensure that the claim.s of consumers may ·be 

properly repres ented, it has b e e n arrs~ged with the Central 

Pr ice J:{egulation Committee set up under the Prices of Goods 

Act, to act d..uri ng the wa:r as an Advisory Com"~ i ttee to the 

Secretary for NT.ires on any matters he may- refer to them 

affecting the interests of consumers of coal. 'l'he Conunittee 

will und.ertal-ce this work in a non-statutory capuci ty siL1ce 

cont r ol of coal nr·ic e s is not oeing exercised under tbe 

Prices of Goods Act. 

Dean Stanley btreet 9 

ivlillbank, s . ;v. 1. 

3rd January, 1948. 



The Secretary to the Ministry of Transport makes 

the following announc ement~ -· 

The Minister• of Transport has appointed 

Sir Arnold Musto , CoioEoy Mninst oCoEo, Regional Transport 

Commissioner for the Midland Re gion in succession to 

MrD Edgar Macassey, r esigned o 

Ministry of Transport, 
Metropole Building~ , 

Northumberland Avenue, 
London, WcC o2o 

4th Januar:Y .. .LJ-91_Q,, 

(340)o 
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MINI:-JTRY OF F OOD ANNOUNCEMENT. 

BACON AND HAM - RATIOITING AND PRICES. 

When rationing starts on Monday next, 8th January, 

the amount for each person per week will be 4 ozs . of 

uncooked bacon or ham or 3~-ozs. of c ooked bacon or ham. The 

Quantity in both ca ses will be obtainable free of bone. 

The full list of the maximum retail prices, 

acccrding to cuts, which will ouerate from 8th January are 

shown on the sheet attached~ The foll owing are some 

inst ances of these to~ nrices -

'.='J houlder meat 

Streaky; thin . green 
thick, smoked 

Middle through cut, 
smoked 

Gammon or ham 

1 /6d. 

1 /2d. 
1 /7d. 

1 /11 d . 

2/1 d. 

per lb. 

II " 
ti " 

II " 
II " 

For the Scott ish consumer, Ayrshire Rolls will be 

sold at prices, varying with cuts, from 1/7d. to 2/2d. per lb. 

The max imum prices on 8th January for the specified 

cuts show reductions on t he prices now current in many l)laces . 

(Note: Canned bacon and c anned ham ~re included in 

the ration, but chaDs and chawls, foreleg knuckles, hind-leg 

knuckles and :Jarts of shoulders known as "picnics" will be 

obtainable without coupons). 

3rd January..L_J. 940._ 



BACON AND HAM PRICES 

SBG-ON 

SALES BY RETAIL. 

MAXIMUM PRICES TO BE CHARGED ON~S OF BACON/HAM 

_!~n sale by retail, un00 okedj) in 
slices or pieces, BONELESS-,:-

Middle. . e . . • . . . 
Back. . . .. • • 0 . • • 

Streak or Belly: Thick. . . . . . 
Thin . • . • • 

Gammon or Ham . . . • . . . . • 

Fore-End or Shoulder (including 
Collar , Butt ·· and Cottage Roll 

Uls.ter Roll: Shoulder-end • • 
Middle cut • . . 

Ayrshire Roll (Skinless) : Middle 

. . 

. . . . 
• • . . . . • • 

. . . • 

• • . 
• • . . . . • • 

cut. . 
Shoulder-end. 
Gigot • . 

2., On sale by retail; uncooked 
--"·--~---' with bone. 

PICNICS (Free of rat ion) . . . • . 

3e O!! sale by retail, .£._O~, in slices 
or pieces, BONELESS & ~~~ti~ 

• . 

. . 

Green 
Per lb 
s. d. 

. .1 10 

• .2 1 

. .1 6 
• .1 2 

. .2 1 

• .1 6 

• .1 6 . .1 10 

. .2 1 . .1 7 . .2 2 

• .1 1 

Per lb. 

Bacon or Ham~ other than shoulder meat ••• 2 8 

Shoulder Meat ttte•e>D :t ~•··· • . l 11 

4~ On sale by retail, cooked BONELESS -----rn TINS -·-~--l. --

2/1/40 

Smoked 
Per lb 
s. d. 

1 11 

2 2 

l 7 
1 3 

2 l 

l 6 

l 6 
1 11 

1 1 

Bacon or Ham, other than shoulder meat ••• 1 ll!(Gross for Nett) 

Shoulder Meat . , . . . . . .1 5 (Gross for Nett) 

V .T. 
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BRITISH CONTHABAND COliTROL. 

During the week ending December 30th the British Contraband 

Control intercepted 20 9 800 tons of contraband goods suspected 

of being destined for Germany . Th i s total included '. -

17 9500 to ns of Petroleum a nd allied products. 

1,450 tons of ores and metals. 

600 tons of miscellaneous foodstuffs. 

400 tons of oilseeds. 

160 tons of cotton. 

160 tons of gums and r esins. 

and quantities of rubber 9 chemical products 9 tanning materials 9 

timber and hides and s kins. In the first 17 weeks of war 9 the 

British Contraband Control have now detained a total of 537 9 600 

tons. 

MINISTRY OF ECONOJ.lIC VVAHFARE. 
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STATE1'.IENT GIVEN TO CORRESPONDENTS .l'.T MINISTRY OF 

ECONOMIC U\RFAHE ON JJU'Wfill.Y 3rd 1940. 

On 2nd January there were 47 neutral ships in the three 

Contraband Control bases in the United Kingdom 9 of which 29 

had been there for 5 days or less. This total included:-

20 Dutch r4 for 
5 days or lessl 

5 Norwegian 2 " " " " " 
4 Belgian all " " " " " 
4 Swedish 3 " " 11 " " ~ 4 Greek 2 " " " " It 

During the week ending December 30th the Contraband 

Committee considered the cargoes of 122 ships which had 

arrived since December 23rd and 20 outstanding cargoes from 

the previous weekc The combined total included ships of the 

following nationalities:-

35 Italian 
25 Dutch 
23 Norwegian 
1 O Greek 
10 Swedish 

7 Belgian 
6 Danish 
5 British 
4 Finnish 
4 U.S.Ao 

In 76 cases entire cargoes were released, either on first 

consideration or after enquiries. 

The system under which advance copies of manifests of 

cargoes are received and considered before the ships' arrival 

at ports in this country resulted, during the week under 

review, in 24 cases being so dealt with, and in 19 cases of 

the ships concerned being released by the Committee, subject 

merely to the formal checking of the original manifests on 

their arrival at the Control Baseso 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC W.ARFAJ1:fil. 
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN. 

AIR FIGHT NEAR BELGIAN FRONTIER. 

The Air Ministry announces : -

An aircraft of the Royal Air Force on reconnaissance 

over enemy territory today was engaged by a number of enemy 

fighters in the neighbourhood of the frontier between Belgium 

and Germany. 

In the course of the engagement the aircraft was 

driven over the frontier and forced down. 

---------000-~--~----
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The l'iia r Off ice , 

London , S . W. 1 . 

3rd January, 1939 . 

'.C-Le ·:i.':iJ'.' Of'fic e G.nnounce s that for Military reasons 

pe.r:::; ·: ~:,_ .1 t e 1 12 grmns to uni ts and individuals in the British 

.i~x.pcC:. i ticaar;y Poree c an only be sent by l e tte r post at the 

pres2nt ti r:"Je . Therefore r e la ti V9B of personnel serving in 

F2ancc~ 1Nho wish to apply for thsm tc1 be sent h0me on urgent 

compassirnate l eave should address the ir applications to the 

Under '.Jec!:•e t ary cf' ·::;tn. t e , 'Va r Offi c e ( iLG . 4 . a . ) and NOT 

to the :3 ri t i sh .i:x.pc:di ti cnar.:r FC'rc e . 

_,ppl ic :J.tic ns by telegram shoul d c ontain the 

number· runk crnd unit of the i~1di vidua l vvhose return is 

r e,,;..ucs tc:d s.nd t h2 full name and ad.dress of the sender . 'fhis 

is essenti a l f or verific3ticn pu rpos es . Medical o r Polic e 



The War Office, 

LC>ndon, S. ill.J . 1. 

3rd January 9 1939 . 

'..Ch ·.:; ·.va r Of fice announces that c e rtain further 

n;c dL 'ic :1 ticns in dr0ss of off ic ers and othe r ranlrn have been 

8.)Ji.'CVed fe r the c.uration cif the war ;-

l11u11 dross and mess dres s will not be worn on any occasion. 

Undr'f3SE; may be VH' rn by a ll ranks in the evening . This 

dres s will bs cpticnal and it is emphas ised that individuals 

not a lready in possession of it will not b e r equired to 

provide it against t heir will . It vrill not b e worn during 

the day en a n21 ccc2:w i c £1 . 

Off ic ers proc eeding out of barra cks or camps in this dress 

wi ll wGar the Sam Browne be lt (without bra c e or frog) or a 

clcth b,~1-~ cf the typs- ill the material and ccl c.ur of the 

j acket sp~rcvo d frr wea r with service dress . Offi cers of 

2ifle ana Scctti sh regime nts may , alternativ ely, wea r the 

belt , etc ., alr eady authorized . 

In k eep ing wi th the pre - wa r policy other ranks will not wea r 

belts with undress . 

Offi c e rs and other ranks from the B . ~ . F . France on l eave 

in the Uni ted Kingdom and Northe rn Ireland may r egard the 

wearing of uniform en l eav e as optirnal . 

All ranks , whe ther on l eav e or at their stations, may b e 

perm j tted tc· wear pla in clothes ftr the purpr·se of a t hleti c 

e ~J::; r,:i~3 trn fo r 1rv-hich a speci a l dres s i s nec essary . 

Except a s otherwise provided above , se rvic e dress or battle 

dress will be Wl'rn by a ll ranks on all occasions . 

The we~ring of decorations and meda ls will c ease . 

Meda l rL.mnds will, however, b e worn in Undress, servi c e dress 

and battle dr ess . 
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MINISTRY OF l!.,OOD ;.\HNOUNCEEENT. 

Catering Establishrnents -
Supplies of rationed foods. 

The following arrangements are being made for the supply of 
bacon and ham, butter and sugar to Catering Establishments. These 
establishments are hoteJs and restaurants, cafes, coffee stalls, and 
every other place of refreshment open to the public. They include 
clubs and canteens. 

Bacon and Ham. 

It had originally been intended that customers should surrender 
a coupon or half a coupon in exchange for bacon and ham served at 
meals in Catering Establishments. This was the practice in the 
last war. But conditions in the catering trade have altered and 
in particular there has been a large development of industrial 
canteens at which workers obtain meals away from home. In the 
light of further consideration it is porposed, when rationing 
starts on the 8th January, to allow Catering Establishments to 
serve bacon and ham without the surrender of a coupon. The 
reduction in supplies to caterers will be proportionate to that 
for domestic consumption. 

This arrangement whould be regarded as experimental. It is 
hoped that it will be used in moderation. It will apply only to 
bacon and ham consumed on the premises. 

Butter. 

Supplies of butter to Catering Establishments will be calculated 
on the basis of 1/6th oz. per meal served. The meals for which 
the allowance will be given are breakfast, lunch, mid-day dinner, 
tea, high tea, late dinner and supper. 

The best use of the allowance will be left to the judgrnent of 
caterers, and it is not proposed to require them to divide it equally 
over each meaL 

Sugar. 

Supplies of sugar to Catering Establishments will be calculated 
on the basis of 1/7th oz. per meal served. This allowance is 
intended to cover the requirements for cooking and for service at 
the table for sweetening purposes, and, as in the case of butter, 
it will be left to caterers to make the best use of the allowance. 
In addition, 1/7th oz. of sugar will be allowed for each cup of a 
hot beverage such as tea, coffee or cocoa. 

In t~e case of each of these rationed foods, caterers will be 
required to keep records of the number of meals served. 

~: During the Great War no butter was allowed for the 
afternoon tea meal (other than high tea) and no sugar for cups of 
a hot beverage. 
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;nNI STRY OP. FOOD .l'I\IHOUNCEHENT 

Marlceting of _ _;p_i gs. 

The Ministry of.' Pood desire to remind all p ig 
~Qroducers tha t the new marketing a r rangements f.'or pork and 
~Jo.con p i gs and sows come into f.'orce on J anua ry 15th. 

On and after tha t date no p i gs f.'or slaughter may be sold 
excep t to the Hinistry of Food in the way a lready announced. 
Producers may send their pigs either to a collecting centre 
or, by a rrangement with their Area Pig Allocation Officer, to 
bacon f actories. 

In each case they should give t welve days notice before 
the Monday of the week in which they desire to send in their 
y i gs, and that notice should be made in respect of all pigs 
t hey wish to deliver in that week. 

The not ice should therefore be given inu;1ediately in 
r espect of.' the week commencing J anuary 15th. In the case of.' 
y i gs to go to collecting centres, the notice should be given 
to the Dis trict Cha irman of Auctioneers. In the c ase of pigs 
to go direct to a b acon factory, the notice should be sent to 
t he br ea Pig Allocation Officer. 

Producers should a lways give notice not later than 
Y!e cl.n esday in the week for pigs intended to be marlrnted during 
the week conm1encing on the Monday twelve days l a ter. 

-----000------
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SHORT SUMMARY OF A SPEECH BY SIR HAROLD MACMICHAEL, 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE, AT GOVERN MENT 

HOUSE, JERUSALEM..1 ON WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3rd. 

The High Commissioner, at a representative gathering 
at Government House, Jerusalem to-day referred to his broadcast 
message of the 30th December and emphasised that his good 
wishes for the New Year were not empty words. He was deeply 
aware he said of the grave unemployrnent, destitution and hunger 
prevailing in Palestine, that those good wishes marked a 
determination to take action to relieve distress and that the 
prime essential for the New Yea~ was to provide more opportunity 
fo!J' the poor man to earn money by work. After three and a half 
years of disturbancas, followed by the outbreak of war, the 
problem was the provision of money, a difficulty which would 
have been insuperable had it not been for the generosity of :W.s 
Majesty's Government who were bearing the cost not onl;y of the 
British garrison but also of abno~mal expenditure on security. 
There was however a rosier side to the picture - more evidence 
good will, better revenue returns, and real co-operation by 
every department in the interest of economy. The High Comraissioner 
had therefore felt justified in asking:_ His Majesty's Government 
to continue to bear their present financial burden in respect 
of Palestine and thus t o rele~oe such funds as Palestine could 
spare from its own resources $or the relief of distress. Sir 
Harold MacMichael then quoted instances where money could be 
found by cutting down the provision for commitments already 
earmarked and said that he had reported to His Majesty's 
Government that out of earmarked balances and increased revenue 
a sum of more than £P750,000 could safely be devoted to the 
relief of distress and ought to be so devoted. His Majesty's 
Government had promptly and generously approved this proposal 
and the High Commissioner invited his audience to join him 
in thanking His Maje.sty's Government for taking this decision 
instead of requiring Palestine to relieve the British Exchequer 
of part of its expenditure on the Territory. 

The High ComraiSSioner then gave details of the 
proposed grants and loans. These include £20,000 in four 
monthly instalments to be given forthwith to the Vaad Leumi for 
direct Jewish relief throughout Palestine, and £5,000 to be 
made immediately available to Jaffa for direct Arab relie~. 
Loans to Telaviv (£25,000) and to Jaffa (£10,000) would be 
granteo_ for relief road works. 

In the coming financial year, or earlier if necessary, 
free grants for relief mostly in the form of work, would be 
distributed as follows: £50,000 for Arabs and £50,000 for _ Jews 
throughout the country; £50,000 for small municipalities and 
Local Counc1ls to be spent on essential public works; £30 ,000 
for minor village works and roads in Arab villages and are as; 
and £5 ,ooo to approved charitable ins ti tut ions, Loans amovnt:l.Dg 
to £180,000 would also be made, in e ach case repayable in 
five years, to Tel A~iv, Jerusalem, Jaffa, 

and I 



and other munici-palitics for essential municipal works which 
will also provide relief. 

The High Conunissioner then added 11 these proposals 
account for nearly £P500,000 o Unfortunately there is more 
to be done. It is essential that the existing indebtedness 
of the Tel Aviv Municipality should be liquidated. Since a 
private loan is irnnossible a sum of £P150,000 will be lent to 
them nrovided as I anticipate the Municipality accepts certain 
necessary conditions and I am confident it will do so.1r 

He then referred to grant-in-aid £75,000) which 
the Government had already given this financ~al year to 
Municipalities for necessary works which they could not 
themselves finance, and announced that similar grants up to 
the same amount would notwithstanding be made in the coming 
financial year; also that durinp, this period provision would 
be made of. a further £30,000 for seed loans, if necessary, 
and of £151,000 for the building of Government Offices in 
Jerusalem, which is an overdue and essential undertaking and 
would provide local employmento 

After regretting the impossibility of providing 
funds for the carrying out of various important projects 
such as the Huleh Basin Reclamation Scheme and the drainage 
schemes at Tel Aviv and Haifa, he continued 1rour object will 
be to see that money available is spread over as wide a field 
as possible and is spent in l)laces where relief is most 
urgently needed". District Commissioners, he added would 
prepare schedules of works in their districts, while 
Municipalities would dispose of their share of the funds 
subject to proper conditions. 

The High Commissioner ended "Finally I would have 
you remember that it is our duty not only to accept help 
from His Majesty's Government but to give it. Peace and 
order can hardly be said as yet to have been restored in 
Palt"stine and I think that you will understand me when I 
say that there is a superfluity of politics in the air 
and too much internal bickering o None of these things are 
healthy and between them they grievously impede the progress 
of the country and add to the preoccupati.ons of His Majesty's 
Government at a time when by championing the cause of 
freedom with all its vast might it is fivhting the battles 
of us all and deserves every scrap of aid which we can 

. give. 

-----oOo-----
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TRAVEL PERMITS TO ULSTER 

It is learned officially from the Passport Office, 

London, that from January 2nd, 1940, chi.ldren who have 

attained the age of 16 years and women returning to their 

homes in Northern Ireland must be in possession of an Exit 

Permit 'before leaving Great Britain. 

The Northern Ireland Government Agent in London 

at 21, .Cockspur Street, will assist people of Northern 

Ireland who wish to obtain permits to travel homeo 

For return to Great Britain it is necessa ry to 

obtain a Perimit from the Northern Irela nd Police ~ 

EMPIRE AFFAIRS. 



NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

BEFORE 9. 35. p. m. TODAY. 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE: 

3/1/40 •••••• • No.17o 

IN WAR AND AFTER. 

Advance copy of Broadcast Talk 

by 

The Rto Hono Lord Snell 2 C.B.Eo 

in the BoB.C. Home Service Progrannne 

at 9.15. this (Wednesday) evening. 

Note to Sub-Editors: As this script is being issued 

in advance and slight alterations may be made, it should 

be checked against actual broadcast. 

-----------000---------
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As this Ne;:./ Year begins its course, our Country faces dangers 
greater than it has ever had to meet, and to overcome them will requ~re 
every quality of courage and resolve that we possess. These qualities 
will be forthcoming and we shall not fail. 

We may all feel ourselves strengthened by the knovrledge that 
ri ght is on our side. The British CorMnonwealth is not fighting for 
weal th or for territory; b· ~ t for the liberation of mankind from the 
organised forces of' evil. In this grim contest right will in the 
end prevail; but 

"No easy hopes or lies 
Will bring us to our goal: 
But iron sacrifice 
Of body, will and soul." 

- Kipling. 
There are, however, many reasons why we should face the future in good 
heart. Time is on our side. Our island position is a blessed 
guarantee against invasion. We live in security behind the protective 
barriers of the sea. Our institutions are based upon the united will 
of a free people,. The sympathies of all free men are with us, and we 
have allies of great renown, courage and power to endure. 

Then, and before all other considerations, we are supported by 
the whole of the British Commonwealth ~f Nations. Once more the 
splendid young manhood of the Dominions and Colonies are crossing the 
seas to our aid. When the Motherland neede d help; her sons were 
ready and eager to come. These young crusaders were not coerced or 
compelled to leave their homes and families to face all the risks and 
hardships of war: they were citizens of free nations and they cou1ld, 
without criticism, have chosen to remain comfortably, and profitably, 
at home - but of their own free choice, they interrupted their chosen 
careers in order to give their strength to uphold the right and to re
establish the rule of law in the worldo 

The significance of their action will not be misunderstood in 
Germany. The leaders of that unhappy land once again made the mistake 
of regarding the British Commonwealth as a mere 11 jumble of scattered" 
communities with selfish and separate i n terests, which would remain 
in docile isolation until Herr Hitler f elt himself able to cut their 
throats. 

The Doi 1inions were, however, neither selfish nor blind. Their 
peoples, for the most part, ·belong to the British race, and they know 
danger when they see it. An experienced Continental statesman once 
said to a young friend about to come to England on diplomatic service: 
"Beware of the simple Englishman; he does not exist." 

What a marvellous justification of the British tradition of 
freedom the Empire presents at the present time~ It seems to possess 
some strong, yet invisible, quality which always - but especially 
in times of danger - binds it together. What is the secret of this 
unique power of cohesion? We h ave known other Empires which 
boasted of their strength. Yet they passed away and are now only 
tragic memories. Why, since they died, cloes the British Empire 
live? r.rhat quality sustains it that they did not possess~ Is it not 
the binding, consoling and sustaining spirit of freedom which 
endows it with an inner strength; which gives to all its 
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members an enduring trust, because it is based upon a common 
purpose and inheritance? 

There have been many Empires both ancient and modern; but -
saving only the British Cor:imonwealth of' Nations - there has never 
been one that had the insight and the courage to stake its life 
upon such intangible, yet such sure, foundations. The British 
Empire is united, not through fear or compulsion, but through 
common ins ti tut ions, purposes and ideals. 

I have spoken of the spirit and the example of the British 
Empire in these days of crisis. I will now refer to the extent 
and the variety of its resources, not in order to boast or to 
parade our strength before the worl<;l; but that, at a time when 
we are fighting for our lives, we may ourselves gain encouragement 
and confidence. 

The British Commonwealth of Nations is the greatest association 
of free political communities that the world has seen. It is the 
most diversified yet the most unified; and its material resources 
are immense o It is the greatest wheat, wool, ·gold, tin, nickel, 
tea and t i mber-producing area in the world. In mere size, it is 
four times bigger than the United States of America, and its 
population of nearly five hundred million souls include peoples 
of many races, religions, customs and varying stages of social 
development. Do not let us assume, however, that within the 
Empire there are no grievances to remedy, or that conditions 
within it are perfect. They are not. But whatever may be its 
shortcomings, there is not a race, or a group within its 
territories that would prefer the rule of Herr Hitler to that of 
King George. 

Int he conflict in which we are engaged we have behind us 
this vast reserve of material and moral strength, and we are 
further fortified by the knowledge that we are fighting in order 
to establish a new world. vVhat kind of world do we wish to 
produce? Let us be quite clear about this, because upon it may 
depend the :future of mankind. We do not mean merely the 
restoration of the old world that existed before the war began. 
At least the Labour Party, for which I speak, does not mean that; 
and I am sure that the Dominions do not mean that either. We 
shall have to build our new world from the very foundations, and 
the peace that we must aim to secure must represent the beginnings 
of a new world order. 

What should such a peace include? The Labour Party has its 
own proposals and it believes that they are such as even the 
German people could, without humiliation, accept. They recognise 
the principle that the German people have the same right to live 
in the world as have the British or any other people. But they 
also insist that the small nations have as much right to live as 
Germany. This right requires that Czechoslovakia , Poland and, 
if it desireo , Austria, should regain their political independence, 
and, while recognising that the Allied Nations have no right to 
prescrj_be for the German people the kind of government they shall 
have, they have every right to require that it shall be one that 
will honour its pledges. 

The German people should therefore put themselves in a 
position to guarantee such a greements as may be made on their 
behalf o I t is idle for us to say tha t the German people are 
not responsible. Every people , in the ................••.• 

/long run 
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long run, are responsible for the government thGt they tolerate, 
and - a section, o.t least, of the Germa:.n people 9 have been guilty 
of physical and moral indignities inflicted upon Jewish and other 
minorities which have disgraced the._:German name 0 No British 
government would ever induce English, Scotch or Welsh men so to 
degrade themselves9 There are some thing that Britions would 
not do., 

All the same we know that there are 'millions of decent 
German people who resent what has been done in thair name, and 
who wish to live at peace with other nationso They are a part 
of that new world which we shall have to buildo The latest device 
of the Nazi leaders is to try to convince these people that we 
are seeking to destroy their nationo It is 9 therefore, of the 
greatest importance that this should be constant,ly denied and 
that the main principles of the Allied peace aims should be 
repeatedly statedQ · 

The British Empire would neither wish, nor tolerate, a 
vindictive peace; but it does desire a peace that will be far 
more than an armed truceo 

The priciples which I have so briefly inc1ica tod are tolerant,. 
essential and wise: based, as they aro 9 upon both right and the 

world1 s need; they need no special commenda tion? They are · 
justified as soon ns they are stated. Tho German people must, 
however 9 realise beyond all question~ that a sa tis:factory peace: 
must inc J.~\de the; acceptance by them of the p:"incip1e of international 
law and the renunciation of force as a national pol:icyo 

The Bri t.ish Empire is willing to co~-ope rate in a world 
effort to establish a new world ordero Lot no one mistake the 
significance of the present positiono We o.rc "wandering between 
two worlde, one deetds- the other powerless to be born~ a We are at 
the end of an epoch: the old shibboleths an(l_ the old programmes 
will not any longer save us: in this supremo crisi they o.re as 
futile as the twitter of sparrows on the. roof0 We shall not be 
able to meet the needs of a post-war twentieth century with the 
sorry limitations and prejudices of the eightoenthc We shall 
have, I repeat, to build from the depthso 

Fins.lly 1 the British Empire is in a position to make a 
decisive contribution to the new world order desired. Its own 
structur.,3 and experience suggest the method to be follmved. It 
is itself a loose federation of many states; it illuc;>trates the 
way in which particular and often apparently diver~~ent interests 
can be made consistent with the common good" War between its 
separate nations is not merely impossible; it is unthinkable. It is in 
itsolf . ~ successful League of Nations~ and it is the surest 
bulwark of peace and freedom in our present troubled worldo 

Fully conscious of its own shortcomings; ancl i-•ecognising 
its own urgent need for growth ancl development~ it believes 
that the principles of personal freedom~ mutual trust and 
individua.l responsibility, which it has workec1 out through 
centuries of effort, could serve the vvor1d on a wider scale, 
and it offers its experience to the suffering natj.ons at this time 
as a brazen serpent ·which, were it but looked upon ancl accepted, 
would bring to them both peace and healing., 
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BETTER 'rIMES IN PALESTINE. 

It was authoritatively pointed out in London yesterday 

that s ecurity conditions in Palestine had continued to im~;:>rove 

throughout December. This news is today confirmed by a letter 

from a :-!;) rominent resident in Haifa which has reached Ern;p ire 

Affa irs. 

The writer states 11 \r'Jhen I went on leave last June, 

conditions here were pretty black. On November 18th I arrived 

back and a t once sensed an amazing change for the better in 

public security. Arabs and Jews mix Quite freely in Jewish 

cinemas, shops and everywhere and travel by car is now easy and 

safe throughout the country. What a change! The Nazi p ropaganda 

has i·aiserably f a iled in sti r ring up the Arabs; the enemy 

gangsters have, in f act, brought all classes in Palestine 

together with the common object of smashing Hitler-ism. "1 

------oo o-----

EMPIRE AFFAIRS. 
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NATIONAL JOINT ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

A third meeting of the National Joint Advisory Council, 
composed 9f representatives of the British Employers' 
Confederation and the Trades Union Congress General Council, 
which was set up to advise the Government on matters in 
which employers and workers have a common interest, was held 
today, Wednesday, at the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service. The Minister of Labour and National Service was 
in the chair. The Minister was accompanied by the Parlia
mentary Secretary and senior officers of the Department. 
There were also present Sir Richard Hopkins, (Treasury), 
Sir William Brown, (Board of Trade), Sir Alfred Faulkner, 
(Mines Department)~ and Mr. E.M.H. Lloyd, (Ministry of Food). 

General discussion was resumed of the statement made to 
the Council at its meeting in December by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer on the problems involved in the financing of 
the War, and this subject will be further considered at the 
next meeting of the Council to be held on 31st January. 
During the discussion the Trades Union representatives laid 
stress on the objections to the control of wages otherwise 
than by the voluntary negotiating machinery now in existence 
and indicated that they were submitting the whole problem to 
detailed examination. 

The Council received and considered a sta tement relating 
to the construction of the Ministry of Labour cost of living 
index number. The Council considered the advice to be 
tendered by it to the Government as to the date for the 

' re-introduction of official "summer-time" this year. 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR. 
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MINISTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Registration for Meat. 

Registrations throughout England and Wales are proceeding 

satisfactorily, but as a result of the Scottish holidays the 

Scottish butchers are faced with a shorter period in which 

to register their customers between now and next Monday. 

Will Scottish consumers help their butchers all they can by 

registering early in the week, and so save congestion on 

Friday and Saturday. 

~hen taking your Ration Books to the butcher~ do not 

forget to write your name on the meat counterfoil before 

allowing the butcner to detach it. 
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FROI.1 FOREIGN OFFICE NErlS DEPiLRTTi::Ji'I T 

His Majesty's Government have 

offered to put a hospital ship at the disposal 

of the Turkish Government, who have expressed 

their gratitude for this offer, of which they 

will avail themselves should the need arise. 

-----000-----
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PRESS NOTICE. 

Surgeon Captain T.B. Diion V.D. ,M.R.C.S.,L.R.C.P., 

R.N.V.R. has been appointed an Honorary Physician to 

H.M. The King from the 1st January, 1940, in succession 

to Surgeon Captain L.S. Ashcroft V.D. ,M.B. ,Ch.B., R.N.V.R. 

who then vacates his appointment. 

ADMIRALTY, 

s. w.1. 
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AIR MlNISTRY BULLETIN. 

ADD AIR FIGHT NEAR BELGIAN FRONTIER. 

The Air .Ministry announces:-

The aircraft of the Royal Air Force which was 

driven over the Belgian frontier today and forced down waa 

attacked by three enemy fighters while engaged on 

reconnaissance over Germany. Two of the crew slightly 

injured; the third was killed. 
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FRF1\f CH OFFICIAT_. COMMUNI QUE 
( EVEN ING\ 

Par is, Wednesday 3rd January, 19_40• 

No,24 , 

The following official communique was issued 

this evening from French G.H.Q~:-

During the day our patrol and reconnaissance 

parti es suc c essfully fulfilled t he ir missi ons a t various 

points of the Front. Towards midday two enemy planes 

wer e brought down b y our f ight ers. 

-----oOo-----


