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28.12.39. No. 1. 

_£RENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE.(Morning) 

The following official communiq_ue was issued this morning 

from French G.H.Q;-

Nothing to report during the night. 



28.12.39. - Nb. 2. 

GimMAN ANTI ~.NAZ I AIRMEN. IN SOUTH AFRICA 

The expl oit of the South African Air Fo r ce in inte rcepting 

t he Ge r man 1iner 11 Watus s i" off Cape Point ha s fired public 

i magi na ti on in South Africa and has brought a fresh rush of 

applicants t o join the Air Force. Three men with distinguished 

German wa r r ecords have j oined the Active Citizen Force units 

in Sou th Afri c ao One of these is one of the most f amous pilots 

Germa ny has pr oduc ed 9 who se name is constantly seen in books 

dea ling wi th wa r ace s. Anothe r man s a id on joining: 11 I fought 

hard f or Ge r many i n the last war. But it wi l l be nothing to the 

way I will f i ght aga ins t he r af t e r the waythcs& .Na zis trea ted 

me .1 ' 

A numbe r of Zewi s h r e fugees fr om the Continent a re among 

t he fi rs t t o join t he new milit a ry unit es t ablished by the Union 

authorities in Sou th Wes t Afric a . 



PRESS NOTICE. 

28. 12. 39 /No.3 

P.N. 1602 

The Postmaster General desires to remind the public that 

tobacco, cigars and cigarettes are subject to heavy customs duty on 

importation into Egypt, even when sent to members of the British 

Forces. Such articles should not, therefore, be included in pareels 

and packets sent to soldiers and ainnen in Egypt if it is desired to 

avoid the risk of their being refused by the addressees on account of 

the customs duty levied on them• 

-, CENERAL POST OFFICE. 28th December, 1939. 



EMPI R:C: AFFAIRS. 28/12/39 - No.4 

SOUTH AFRICA TROUNCES ZEESEN DI STORTIONS. 

HOVI NAZI PROPAGANDA I S DISCREDITED. 

Nazi distortions manufactured in Zeesen for South 

African consumption are da ily receiving short shrift a t the 

hands of the Union Government's Information Officer. 

Falsehoods are firmly na iled down as fast as they appe ar, and 

this process of placing sober fact beside wild fiction is 

steadily and surely discrediting German propaganda even in 

the rural areas most receptive to it. 

In a recent broadc ast from Zeesen a Nazi propagandist, 

speaking in Afrikaans, asserted that General Smuts was 

endeavouring to ruin the farmers, and naively suggested that 

the object was to force the farmers to surrender to the 

Government's policy. In support of his contention that the 

farmers were being ruined, the Zeesen announcer stated that 

thous ands of tons of maize were lying rotting in the store

rooms, that the wool farmers could not sell their wool b ecause 

Engl and did not want it and because Germany had been driven from 

the market, and tha t the prices of foodstuffs had been 

artific ally increased by a ring in the foodstuffs market. 

The Union Information Officer p romptly reminded the 

farmers that they were living in a democratic country, f r e e to 

express their reactions to Government policy through the 

mediur11 of the ballot box, that practically the whole of a 

record ma ize crop had been sold, additiona l shipping b e ing 

requisitioned to take the maize ove rs eas ; that a s a r esult 

of a rrangements made b e tween the Union Government and the 

British Government, the British Gove r nment vndertook to defray 

incre2sed costs arising f rom wa r r isk insuran .ce and incx·eased 

fre i ght ~ .. · · · · · 
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freight rates - conse~uently the maize farmer has been receiving 

prices for his crop on the average 1/- higher than the price 

ruling before the outbreak of war; that the recently published 

terms of the agreement with the British Government r egarding 

South Africa's .wool clip showed that the wool was being purchased 

by a customer who could not only pay for it but also transport 

it; that the Union Government had fixed maximum prices for 

foodstuffs; and that the National Supplies Control Board includeS> 

a representative of the Department of Agriculture whose duties 

are to protect the interests of the farming population~ 

The Information Officer added that to protect the 

interests of deciduous fruit farmers the Government had made a 

sum of £450,000 available for advances, and had in addition 

guaranteed advances by the Land Bank for the benefit of citrus 

farmers to an amount of £800,000. Finally, the price paid 

by the Wheat Control Board :1had recently been increased, and . 

South African wheat farmers were to-day receiving for their 

product about double the price obtained by wheat farmers in any 

overseas country. 

Thus was General Smuts ruining the South African 

farmer! 

In another broadcast the Union Information Officer gave 

to the Zeesen assertion that there was a Reign of Terror in 
, 

free and freedom-loving South Africa its proper perspective of 

ridicule. 

-11--ti++++++++ 

I 



~A'!PIRE AFFAIR§ g§,_. 12. 39 No- 5 

TRANSLATION "PAR EXCELLENCE 11 

The best-known native interpreter in Southern Rhodesia, 

called by everyone in the Colony by the simple name of "Johnny", 

receives only a modest salary 9 but he has requested that from 

it the sum of £1 should be deducted each month for war purposes. 

This translation to the Exchequer has caused a notable 

impression. 

11 Johnny" has been interpreting, particularly at the 

criminal sessions at BULUWAYO and SALISBURY, and at the circuit 

courts 1 for some forty years. 



FOR PRESS AND BROADCAST 28/12/39 No. 6. 

HOUSE TO HOUSE COLLECTIONS ACT2 1939. 

The House to House Collections Act, 1939, will come into force 

on the 1st March, 19400 On and after that date no appeal to the 

public by means of visits from house to house to give, whether for 

consideration or not, money or other property for a charitable purpose 

may be made without the permission of the appropriate authority, and 

any such collection must be conducted in accordance with the provisions 

of the Act and the Regulations made under it. 

LICENCES 

In England and Wales "the appropriate authority" is the local 

police authority; in Scotlar.d the appropriate authority in ·burghs 

which are not counties or cities is the magistrates, and elsewhere 

the police authority. If it is proposed to collect in several areas, 

it will be necessary to apply to each authority, but the promoter would 

be well advised to approach in the first instance the authority chiefly 

concerned, e.g. that of the area in which the head office of a 

c@llecting charity is situated or that of the area with the largest 

population. 

In the case, however, of charities extending over the whole, or 

a substantial part, of England and Wales, the promoter may apply to 

the Home Secretary for an order exempting him from the requirement to 

obtain licences. Applications for similar orders in respect of 

collections in Scotland should be sent to the Scottish Home Department, 

Edinburgh. 
BADGES AND CERTIFICATES 

All collectors must besupplied with a certificate of authority 

from the chief promoter and a badge showing the purpose of the 

collection, and these must be in the forms prescribed in the 

Regulations. The certificates must be authenticated and the 

purpose of the collection must be shown 
on the/ 
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on the badges in a manner approved by the Chief Officer of 

Police or Chief Magistrate, as the case may be, or arranged 

before an exemption order is made. The prescribed forms of 

certificate and badge will be supplied by His Majesty's 

Stationery Office, but only on the production of a certificate 

that a licence or order has been granted. 

Collectors must sign their names on their certificates 

and badges and police constables may req_uire any person whom 

they believe to be acting as a collector to declare his name 

and address and sign his name. Collectors must wear their 

badges prominently and produce their certificates on demand. 

If money is to be collected 9 collectors must be supplied 

either with collecting boxes securely sealed and closed or with 

receipt books with counterfoils - or duplicates. Unless 

contributions are placed in collecting boxes by the contri

butors 9 receipts must be given. Tem~ciorar·y provision is, 

hmvever, made for the continuance of 11 envelope collections 11
• 

Promoters must furnish accounts to the appropriate 

authority in prescribed forms. 

Minor Collections 

VVhere a Chief Officer of Police or• Chief Magistrate, as 

the case may be, is satisfied that a collection is for a 

purely local purpose, ana_ is likely to be com~c.ileted vvi thin a 

short per iod, he may grant a certificate to that effect, and 

thereupon the Act and Regulations will not a:Qply, except that 

the collectors must not use badges or certificates resembling 

the prescribed forms anc must give their names , addr>esses and 

signatures on the demand of a constable. 



EMPIRE AFFAIRS. 28/12/39. - No. 7. 

PERIODICALS BANNED IN ULSTER 

Under the Civil Authorities Special Powers Act the 

Ulster Minister of Home Affairs has prohibited the cir

culation of certain small newspapers from the 1st January, 

1940 to the 31st December, 19L~o. 

Under the Act the Minister is enabled to take all 

such steps and issue orders necessary for preserving the 

peace and maintaining order. 

The banned periodicals include "The Republic", 

"Republican Congress", "Wolfe Tone Weekly", "Irish Freedom11
1 

and 11 The Sentry". 



EMPIRE AFFAIRS 

RATIONlliG POULTRY IN" ULSTER. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR DAILY EZNU. 

28/12/39 

The voluntary rationing of poultry to conserve supplies 

of imported feeding stuffs, and a daily menu for hens and chickens 

are among the suggestions made by the Ministry of Agriculture to 

Ulster farmerso 

The best substitute for cereals is potatoes, says the 

Ministry. Cooked potatoes have a feeding value of about one-

quarter that of a mixture of cereals - in other words 4 lb. cooked 

potatoes are equivalent to 1 lb. of cereals. Boiled potatoes may 

form from 25 to 30 per ·cento of the total ration, the balance 

being made up of a mixture of bran, pollard and ground oats, with 

a little rne 2t meal, palm kernel meal, or earthnut meal. 

A suitable system of feeding would be:-

Morning: A feed of oats and later fresh greens such as 

turnip tops, cabbage or kale at mid-day. 

Afternoon: Vet masho 

Evening: A small feed of oats. 

The policy should be to maintain the flocks and to be 

satisfied with reasonably good production rather than maximum 

production. 

It is fortun ate that in Northern Ireland practically all the 

poultry are kept on general f armso It is therefore comparatively 

easy to make the poultry largely independent of purchased fo ods by 

growing and producing t he foods on the farm. 

On 1st June of this year the number of ordinary poultry in 

Northern Ireland iNas 9 9 29:S ,44L!-o This is 69. 8 per cent. more than 

in 1914 ancl 92:i4 per cento more than in 1918. 

Ulster sends to Great Brit ain over £2 ,000,000 worth of high

grade eggs every year ~ 

----oOo---
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~ Pota t c•2 s b ~iVt; a. speeici l s i gnificance in wartime , 
i :P t o.uly as i1 -...::.1iLu.1 :f:'ond but as 20< subE;ti tut-:~ L1 animal f eeding 
f' c r tcJ.C 11 cur1JC: ny6.rut<-~ s 11 , sueh as bc..r-le y and maize meal, trw t are 
c, t ·fo.rnee, G.ifLicul t to oo tc,L1 . 

But ec:.rta i n precautions mus t be t aken in feeding 
potatoz~s to stock and U1c; Hini s try of Agriculture's IleW 
" Grom-nore 11 I,ec.fl s t (no .10 . Unsal eable Potatoes : 'l'h ,-; ir• Use in 
Animo.l Peecl.ing ) explaL1D what shoul d be do ne in thiE.> d i r·ec tion 
as well as s~tting out s~nb sp~c imen rati6ns tn~t inclu6e 
p o t &to es , f o r beef and d~ iry cattle , shebp and p i gs . 

The p r ecautions are quite simple a;.i.d cons i s t chi efly 
of b oiling or s t eami ng the potE:ltoes, Slieing to avoid t he risk 
of choking a nd av o i danc e of exc e ss in ft;eding . The t ubers 
mu s t u l s o b e c. l eE.n , Oboervanc6 of thes,:; rec on1rnendations will 
mal\:C it quite safe. t o USl:; d runuged ware po t a to e s o r tub e rs 
sli ;shtly blighted or holed by wireworm . 

Drniw.gc d or sli ~:;h tly diseased potatoes cann ot be 
store d in c.la mps . 'l1he mo s t p r actiaa l way of s t oring them on the 
f a rm for s t oc-k f etd ing is in a silo 9 i t. Pull details of this · 
cyst em of pr l: servt.::. tiof1 a r e g i Ven in the l eaf l c-; t, of which single 
co_pif.;S are avail abl t; f ree on applicatio n to the Ministry of 
-''--~: ri'.ulture Blld Fi sh<.::r i 8s, 10, Whitehall Place, s.w. 1. 



28. 12. 39 /No.10 

P.N. 1603 

PRESS NOTICE· 

Reintroduction of Use of Code in Overseas Telegrams. 

The Postmaster General armounces that, under arrangements approved by 

the censorship authorities, the following codes may be used in telegrams 

sent between this country and most places abroad on and after the 1st 0£ 
January :-

Bentley's Second Phrase Code; 

Bentley's Complete Phrase Code; 

ABC Code, 6th Edition; 

l?'eterson's International Code, 3rd Edition. 

These four codes have been selected in consultation with 

representative trade interests; and when some experience has been gained 

of their use under censorship conditions the admission of other codes wi.11 

be considered. 

One code only may be used in any one telegram. Messages in private 

code, or in any code not mentioned above, will not be accepted. Neither 

private supplements nor the numerical equivalents of the phrases in the 

authorised codes are admissible. Groups or series of numbers are not 

necessarily admissible be~ause they appear in oode. Such groups must 

be accompanied by explanatory words whidh will make their significance 

clear to the censors. If the message would not have passed the censors 

had it been in plain language it will not be passed in code. 

Decodes of all code messages must be submitted to the oensors. 

A person handing in a code telegram must furnish at the same time a 

translation of the text of his message derived from the code book 

employed. It should be written on a separate sheet of plain paper and 

~learly marked "Decode". The decode should not be longer than is · 

necessary to make the meaning of the coded text clear to the censors. 

Prepositions and conjunctions etc. which are not essential to the meaning 

and would not have been included had the telegram been sent in plain 

language should be excluded. 

The name of the oode used must be indieated by the sender in the 

spaoe for service instructions on the telegram fonn, and the following 

abbreviations should be used :-

Name 



Name of code • 

Bentley's Second Phrase 

Bentley's Complete Phrase 

ABC 6th Edition 

Peterson's 3rd Edition 

Abbreviation. 

BENSEG 

BEN COM 

ABC 

PET 

No charge per word will be made for the transmission of the decode or 

of the name of the code; but a supplementary fee of one shilling will be 

oharged on every outward telegram in code in addition to the normal charge. 

Certain countries, including those named below, do not at present 

admit telegrams in code:-

Argentine, Chile, Egypt, Finland, French Colonies, Iraq, Latvia, 

Portuguese Colonies, Roumania, Sweden and Switzerland. 

For the _present Peterson's code may not be used in telegrams to 

South Africa. Telegrams in code may be accepted for France, Algeria and 

the French Zone of Morocco provided they are written in either Bentley's 

Complete Phrase Code or in Peterson's Code, 3rd Edition; no other codes 

are at present admissible in telegrams for these countries. 

The use of registered abbreviated addresses is still prohibited ooth 

in the address and signature of telegrams exchanged with places aUroad. 

AdP.resses need not be longer, however, than is necessary to make the 

identity of the addressee manifest to the censors and to enable the 

office of destination readily to effect delivery without enquiry or 

reference to directories. 

GENERAL :POST OFFICE· 28th December, i93g. 



2 §L±,?_L,_,3 9.__ __ N_o_. _1_1_. 

The Air Minist1•y announces: 

Successful reconnaissance of N orth-H est 

Germany was carried out by RoAoFo aircraft on 

the 27th December o One of our aircraft failed 

to returno 

-~~~·-oOo-·-·--



28/12/39 - No.12o 

STATEMENT FOR PUBLICATION. 

As some doubt still appears to exist in the minds of 

traders and others as to the requirements of the Ministry of 

Economic Warfare in regard to Bills of Lading, the Ministry 

feels it may be desirable to clarify the position by issuing 

a further statement. 

There is a prima facie presumption of ultimate enemy 

destination attaching to all goods, whether originating 

within or without the Empire, consigned to any European 

country other than the United Kingdom, Eire and France on 

Bills of Lading which do not show the name of the actual 

buyer, not being a Forwarding Agent or other intermediary, of 

the goods. Such goods are consequently liable to seizure as 

prize and to the delays consequent thereon. 

In order to avoid the commercial difficulties which arise 

in some cases where Bills of Lading are made out to the actual 

buyer, the Ministry is prepared to recognize the following 

procedure. 

1. Bills of Lading may be made out to the order of 

bankers, shippers, forwarding agent or others, provided they 

bear the inscription "Notify A.B. (name of buyer)". They 

must not, however, be made out simply "to order". 

2. The name of the buyer so notified must be the name 

of the actual buyer of the goods and not of a forwarding agent 

or other intermediaryq 

3. In the case of a Bill so made out (as in the case of 

all other Bills for inward cargo to European Neutrals) a 

declaration from the buyer named in the Bill in the form 

approved by the Contraband Committee and obtainable from 

British Consulates abroad signed before and attested by a 

British Consul, should be forwarded to this Ministry before 

the arrival of the cargo at a Contraband Control Base, except 

in the cases mentioned in paragraph 5 below. 



-~2-

4. In the event of its being provod to the s atisfnction 

of the Ministry that such a declar ati on is for any re a son 

unobtainable from the buye r 9 a similo.r declar f-l tion must be 

ma de by the person to whom the Bills of La ding arc mad.e out 

and a guarantee given by him or on his beha lf thnt the goods 

will ultimately reach the person named as the buyer in the 

"notify" clause on tho Bi lL 

5. The above conditions do not apply to Bills of Lading 

covering raw cotton shipments to Spain wh:Lch may for the time 

being be made out11 to ordcr1;wi t hout being suspected of enemy 

destination. In the c aRo of all shipments to Portugal and 

shipments other than r av1 cotton to Spain, tho name of the 

buyer mus t appea r on the Bill in ace ord.anc c Yvi th condition L 

6. It must be clearly unde:-stood that compliance with 

the above conditi ons merely removes the prima f acie presumption 

of enemy destination a ttaching to Bills of Lading which do 

not show the name of the actual buyer~ not being a Forwarding 

Agent or other intermcdi :t ry 9 and in no v-vay exempts the goods 

from seizure if other grounds of suspicion exist. 

7. The Ministry further wi shes to make cle a r tha t it is 

not concerned in any way with the form of Bills of Lading 

covering shipments of goods inwards to the United Kingdom, 

Eire 9 or France nor with Bills coverins shipme nt s to any 

countries outside Europe from whatever country the goods may 

have been shippe d 0 There is, there fore, no obj ection on the 

part of the Ministry to Bills of Lading made out 11 to order" 

in these cases. 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC .. JVARFAR~ 



28/12/39 . . . 

STATEMENT GIVEN TO CORRESPONDENTS AT MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC 

WARFARE ON DECEMBER 28TH AT 3 P•M. 

On 26th December there were 48 neutral ships in the three Contra
band Control bases in the United Kingdom, of which 21 had been there 
for 5 days or less. This total included:-

27 Dutch ( 12 for five days or less) 
7 Norwegian 
5 Danish 

i ~ 
for five days or lessl 2 Belgian II ,, II II II 

2 Swedish II II 11 II II 

One Finnish, one Panamanian and one Greek ship had been detained for 
less than five days, and there were also one Yugoslav and one Latvian 
ship. 

During the week ending 23rd December the Contraband Committee 
considered the cargoes of 123 ships which had arrived since 16th December 
and 29 outstanding cargoes from the previous week. The combined total 
included ships of the following nationalities~-

30 Norwegian 
28 Italian 
27 Dutch 
15 Swedish 
10 Danish 

7 British 
6 Greek 
5 Belgian 
5 Finnish 
5 Panamanian 
5 United States., 

In no case was an entire cargo seized, and in 89 cases entire 
cargoes were released, either on first consideration or after enquiries. 

The system under which advance copies of manifests of cargoes 
are received and considered before the ships' arrival at ports in 
this country resulted, during the week under review, in 27 cases 
being so dealt with, and in 24 cases of the ships concerned being 
released by the Committee, subject merely to the formal checking of 
the original manifests on their arrival at the Control Bases. 

+++++++++ 

MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 



An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease was confirm6d 
amongst cattle and pigs at Satterley, Suffolk yesterday. 

An Order has been issued , taking i mmediate effect, 
prohibiting the movement, exeept -by licence , of all cattle, sheep, 
pigs, goats and deer within an area of approximately 15 miles radius 
of the infected premises. 

rl'he area in which restrictions have been imposed lies in 
the counties of Suffolk and Nor'folk and has been added to the 
existing i nfected area around Benhall, Suffolk. 

) 
; 
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28/12/39 

The Postmaster-General announces that only 

a very small amount of air-mail correspondence 

for the United Kingdom, consisting of a few 

letters from the Belgian Congo, was on board 

the air liner which came down in the Mediterranean 

on Thursday, the 21st of December. 

HEADQUARTERS 9 

POST OFFICE. 

++++++++ 

No.l2,. 
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----NOT TO BE QUOTED 

WAR OFFICE OFFICIAL SOUHCE. 

The National Socialist Women's Organization is providing 

reading and writing rooms .for soldiers in the Siegfried Line. 

"Persons at home 9 " states a German Newspaper, 11 cannot 

conceive how severe is the life of the soldiers in the Western 

fort if i cat ions 11
• 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 



2 8/12/39 - No. 17 

SCHOOL AND HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMTh1ATIONS. 

NO REDUCTION ThT THE STANDARD OF QUESTIONS. 

In a Memorandum issued today the Board of Education 

state that the School and Higher Schools Certificate 

Examinations will be held as usual in 1940 but that some 

special measures may be necessary to meet the abnormal 

conditions of the war. 

Varying modifications will be made in papers in 

individual subjects to lessen the burden for the candi

dates but no general reduction in the standard of 

difficulty of questions is called for. The percentage 

of passes in the examination as a whole will, in general, 

be maintained. Schools will be invited to submit a 

statement of their special difficulties. 

No general abandonment of Practical Tests in the 

Higher Certificate will be ne~essary but it should be 

left to individual schools to make out a case for ex

emption, where circumstances are thought to justify it. 

------000---~---

BOARD OF EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENt. 



MINISTRY OF FOOD, 
GREAT WESTMINSTER HOUSE, HORSEFERRY ROAD, 

LONDON, S.W.I. 

1. The Ministry of Food armounce that His Majesty's Government 
have decided to extend the rationing scheme to sugar and meat. 

(i) 

(ii) 

Sugar will be rationed as from Monday 8th January. 
The amount will be 12 ozs. (-£ lb. ) a week for each 
person. Consumers have already been asked to 
register for sugar with a retailer of their choice. 

},fembers of the public should register for meat with a 
retailer of their choice not later than Monday, 8th 
January. The date of rationing and the amount of 
the ration will be announced later. 

In addition the Ministry state that the scheme of control of 
livestock and home-produced meat, which is an essential preliminary to the 
rationing of meat, will be brought into operation on the 15th January. 

2. Supplementary to the rationing of sugar for domestic consumption, 
an appropriate reduction will be made on manufacturing requirements. Every 
effort will be made, in consultation with the trade interests, to maintain 
so far as possible the supplies of staple manufactured products and the 
export trade. 

The public are earnestly enjoined not to make increased demands 
on retailers before rationing begins. Issues of sugar to retailers up to 
8th Januaiy will not be more than sufficient for sales of l lb. per head per 
week. 

3. The rationing scheme will therefore, on its introduction on the 
8th January, include bacon and ham, butter and sugar. It will subsequently 
be extended to meat. These arrangements are in accordance with the plans 
previously prepared for controlling the distribution of essential commodities 
dovm to the consumer. They are designed to ensure to every member of the 
community an equal share. 

For these foodstuffs, included in the rationing scheme, our country 
is dependent to a large extent on overseas sources of supply. The amounts 
of the rations are based on the present import programmes, which are 
determined in the light of available resources in foreign exchange and 
shipping space. Requirements of other imported commodities, especially 
armaments and raw materials for our factories, make large demands on these 
resources. By economy in the use of foodstuffs, where economy can be 
.practised prudently and without detrirnent to efficiency, and by so 
restricting the demand for imported foodstuffs, our resources are made free 
for the needs of our Services. In this way every consumer will make an 
important contribution to the national war effort. 

28th December, 1939. 



28/12/39 
INDIA OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Immediate Awards..2... 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India has been pleased to 
approve of the following immediate awards for acts of gallantry in 
action on the North-West Frontier, during November 1939:-

THE MILITARY CROSS 

Captain M.E. Ovans, 1st Battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles. 

While on Road Protection duty at Razma_k on the 14th November, 1939, 
Captain M.E. Ovans was sent up with his company, at about 16.15 hrs., to 
reinforce the Rear Party of the 1st Leicestershire Regiment ·who were 
holding GAJ RIDGE. On arrival he took over part of the Ridge and 
organised a covering party for the wounded. Later on he also took 
over the duty of Rear Party Commander. 

By this time there had been several other casualties on the right 
flank, and another company of the 1st Battalion 8th Gurkha Rifles had 
come up under his command. 

Darkness was rapidly approaching , and this officer, displaying 
great energy and power of command, organised a defensive position and 
thereby enabled the casualties to be evacuated. He moved about under 
heavy fire personally giving orders to his various platoon commanders. 
The other company of the 1st Battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles had by this 
time lost its company commander, thereby making Captain Ovans' task 
more difficult. 

He eventually succeeded in withdravving all troops from this area, 
surrounded by enemy and in complete darkness, without the loss of a 
single casualty. 

This officer displayed great skill, leadership and courage in 
carrying out this difficult operation. 

THE INDIAN DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

No.1336 Naik DALBAHADUR GURUNG, 1st Battalion, 8th Gurkha Rifles~ 

During the same opera ti on, Nailc Dalbahadur Gurung, a member of 
"A" Company, saw a number of casualties of the 1st Battalion, the 
Leicestershire Regiment lying out on the ground about 5C yards in 
front of his position. 

Under heavy fire from all sides, this Non-Conunissioned Officer 
twice ran out and succeeded in bringing in a wounded man each time. 
He showed great gallantry in the face of the enemy and undoubtedly 
risked his life to save British soldiers. 

+++++++++++++ 



28/12/39 . No 20. 

PRESS NOTICE 

The King has been pleased to approve the 

appointment of the Reverend ~·rank Garfield Waterbury 

B.D. Rector of St~ Feock Vicarage, Co~nwall, to the 

Rectory of St. Marie du Castel, Guernsey, in the place 

of the Reverend Pedro Serane Mesny vlho has resigned. 

HOME OFFICE 



28/12/39. - No. 21. 

MINISTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT 

PRICES OF OILS AND FATS 

The Ministry of Food announce the following prices for 

materials all0cated to primary wholesalers and large trade 

consumers for the period 1st January 9 1940 to February 3rd 9 1940. 

Cocoanut Oil 

p - 1m Kernel Oil 

Cottonseed Oil 

Groundnut Oil 

Sesame Oil 

Kapoc Oil 

Soya Bean Oil 

Linseed Oil 

Rapeseed Oil 

Shea Nut Oil 

Castor Oil 

Whale Oil 

Palm Oil 

Palm Oil 

Maize Oil 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 
Refined Hardened Deodorized 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 
Refined Hardened Deodorized 

Crude 
Washed 
Refined Edible 
Refined Deodorized 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 
Refined Hardened Deodorized 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 

Crude 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 

Crude 

Crude 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 

First 
Seconds 

Crude Herdened 42° 
Crude Hardened 46° and over 
Refined Hardened 
Deodorized L~20 
Refined Hardened 
Deodorized 46° and over 

Softs 
Semis 
Hards 
Largos 
Red Sherbro 

Refined Deodorized 
Refined Hardened Deodorized 

Crude 
Refined Deodorized 

£22.2.6.per ton naked ex Works 
25.7.6, tr tr II tr 1I 

29.17.6. " 11 
" " " 

21 .10. o. 11 

24.15. o. 11 

29. 5. o. 11 

26.0.0. 11 

28 .15. 0. " 
29.12.6. 11 

30.10. 0, " 

29.10,0. II 

34.0.0. 11 

38.o.o. " 

29.10.0. II 

34. o. o. 11 

28.15.0. II 

27.0.0. " 
31.0oOo II 

40.10. 0. II 

44. 5. O" 11 

34 .10. o. 11 

43 .17. 6. 11 

43 .10. 0. II 

41 .10. o. 11 

24.10.0. 11 

25.0.0. 11 

27. 0. 0. 11 

27 .10. o. ti 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

" 
II 

11 

" 
11 

" 
II 

ti 

II 

II 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

fl 

11 

ti 

" 
If 

II 

" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

ti 

II 

11 

11 

II 

11 

11 

11 

" 
ti 

11 

11 

II 

" 
" 
11 

II 

II 

11 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

II 

II 

ti 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

" 
ti 

11 

" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

11 

" 
" 
" 
II 

" 
" 

" 
It 

" 
ti 

11 

11 

11 

II 

11 

" 
" 
11 

" 

l 17.15.0.c"I.F.in Casks to be 
returned 

) 17. 5. o. 11 in Loan Drums 

) 16.5.0. 11 in Bulle 
S. O.G.P. A.,Contract No.21 

Allowances 

27.0.0.per ton naked ex Wo~~s 
31.0oOo ti ti \I II 

31.0.0. 11 

35.10.0. 11 
" II 

11 

11 II 

11 II 



ACID 

NOTE: 

-2-

OILS. 

Coconut £18.10. o. per ton naked ex Works. 
Palm Kernel 18.10. o. II " " " 
Cotton Black Grease 10. o. o. ti " " " 
Cotton ex Washed 19. o. o. II " II II 

Groundnut 20. o. o. II " " II 

Soya 18. o. o. II " " " 
Whale Oil 14. o. o. II II II " 
Palm Oil 14. o. o. " II " II 

Hardened 18. o. o . . II II " II 

Shea Nut 14 .. o. o. II " " II 

The price of Linseed Oil has been increased owing to the 

higher cost of Linseed and increased freight. 

11 

II 

II 

II 

" 
II 

" II 

II 
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28/12/39 - Noe 220 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION BEFORE THE MORNING 
OF DECEMBER 29th, 1939~ 

The Minister of Information announces that 

Mr. R.A. Bevan has been appointed Director of General 

Production in the Ministry. At the outbreak of war 

Mr. Bevan relinquished his position as Joint Managing 

Di~ector of S.H. Benson, Ltd., the advertising agents, 

in order to join the staff of the Ministryo 

-~----000~---------

FROM THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATICN. 



28/12/39 No. 23. 

ESCAPED R.A.,,_E. OFFICER WAS NOT ON PAROLE. 

The Air Ministry announces:-

It wa s announced by a German broadcasting station 

today that an officer of the Royal Air Force who was 

interned in Luxembourg and had given his word of honour 

not to try to escape, eluded his guard and got away. 

The statement that this officer escaped is correct but 

the statement that he was on parole at the time of his 

escape is entirely untrue. 

-------0-------

AIR AFFAIRS 



Tif~Lff.AYX....Tii~1'- ~.J~Jl 

by 

' NAVAL E1_:fil_ ::~1J1,B~J3 S 1 

NOTES OF BR9-_~_!?CAS_'J' IN __ J;2~J2n_ HO,M~~FV~.Q~. TJ:EJRSDA~. 

28 i:b-__I?EQEM:\}filh __ ~.,3..3.9 .t 6n 12-62.lQo 

The Fleet Air Arm was once a branch of the Royal Air Forceo 

The Navy contributed three quarters of the pilots and all the 

observers: it was administered by the Air Force ashore, and by the 

Navy when it served afloato This arrangement worked very well 

because it worked on unbounded good will; but it had certain 

disadvantages and in due course the Fleet Air Arm ceased to be a 

branch of the Royal Air Forcea It is now a part of the Royal 

Navy, and it lives mostly in aircraft carriers and the larger man-of-

war that carry aircraft. 

Now in certain parts of the coast there is a great deal of 

co-operation between the Air Force and the Navy. If you remember 

they gave a demonstration of this some weeks ago when a convoy 

escorted by the Navy was attacked by German bomber00 The Air Force 

fighters came whistling out f rbm the coast like a stream of machine 

gun bullets in defence of the convoy. Twelve enemy machines took 

part in that attacko Only five returned to Germanyo 

At one of these points where the two services are in close 

touch, a squadron of Fleet Air Arm fighters on board an aircraft 

carrier recently got orders to fly off and take a spell ashore~ 

I think the idea was to give them a rest beca~se they had had a 

lot of gruelling fights and had accounted for a German bomber: and 

possibly to give them opportunities for certain specialised training. 

Anyhow they cocked an eye to windward and gave a hitch to their 

trousers and did all the things sailors do when they are told to 

go somewhere and do something, anQ off they went - streaming 

up from the deck of their carrier one after the other like 

bees/ 



-2-

bees going up from the alighting boardo 

When I found them they hacl come to earth on a bleak headlano. with 

hangars and rows of huts the m1ly things that broke the sky line. They 

agreed that one good thing they had in plenty, and that was fresh air. 

There is normally only one sound. on an aerodrome - the roar of pPo

pellors as engines are warmed t t:.rough and machines take off or alight. 

\/henever there was a lull in this one heard the cry of gulls tossed 

about by the wind above the cliffs, and the faint grurnhle of the surfo 

Working in conjunction with the Air Force they instituted a con

tinuous Naval patrol across a part of the North S ea from da:wn to dusk. 

One day was very like another except that sometimes the fog came rolling 

in from the sea and unless the visibility was too low for flying or 

they intercepted an enemy reconnaissance or bombing machine, one patrol 

was very like another. This squadron of Fleet Air Arm fighters is 

carrying out day after day, what I sharea. with t hem for a fev-r h ours. 

First of all a word about the kit. Full flying kit consists of 

a combination suit like the skin of a teddy bear. On top of t"hat goes 

a wind-proof combination suit with a high collar lined with fleece. 

Then comes a life-saving waistcoato This can be inflated in a few 

moments by the wearer, and for some obscure reason is known technically 

as a "Mai \! est 11
• The parachute harness buckles on over this. It 

is a cumbersome arrangement to walk about in, but it can be released 

in a. second, ana. there are moments v-vhen it gives its wearer quite a 

lot of moral support. 

Lastly there is a flying helmet with earphone at t achments, 

gauntlet gloves and fleece-lined flying boots. 

Now picture rows of wooden huts - something like one imagines 

a mining camp to look like, rising out of a. sea of mud churned up 

by lorries and all the traffic of a camp. In one of 

/these 
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these huts, warmed by a p a raffin stove and lit by a single hurricane 

lamp the fighting P.ilots and observers were pulling on their flying 

kit. They were all pretty young - two of the pilots wer~ midshipmen, 

one a Sub-Lieutenant - a South African. Several were Petty Officers -

ex telegraphist air gunners and so on. 

I seem to remember• in the last war that there was a good 

deal of rather feverish - almost macabre-g~t'.'_ety among the fighting 

pilots along the front. They made jokes about death. I haven't 

noticed any of that in this war. I thought they all looked soberly 

cheerful. Much the same expressions framed by the leather helmets 

and lit by the flame of the hurricane lamp as I could recall on the 

faces in a changing room on one of the United services playing fields 

before a rather important football match. There was an occasional 

mild joke, but it wasn't about death. Then one by one, burdened by 

the harness, they went squelching through the mud towards the landing 

ground where the fighters were drawn up. 

A bank of grey low-lying cloud hung overhead; beyond 

the edge of the cliffs the sea was visible for a mile and then was 

obscured by mist. There was a silvery ~~ightness above the mist 

to eastward; it was r eflected in the puddles; the cold wind blowing 

off the land, carrying silvery wisps of rain across the aerodrome, 

smelt of heather and the hills. 

The engines were being warmed through - that meant that 

t he Naval fighting machines drmvn up a little to seaward of the ranks 

of R.A.F. machines, were roaring like all the bulls of Bas~am. Each 

pilot and observer walkec" to th eir a11otted machineso Two of them 

stopped to exchange a remar l{ drowned by the deafening roar of the 

engines in the slip-stream where normal speech is of course an 

i mpossibility. The s~ eaker reached out for the tube of the other's 

headphone and spoke into it. The obs e rver did the same and the y both 

/laughed 
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laughed. They were finishing a conversation they started in the 

hut; in that rush of air and uproar it was their secret. We 

climbed up into our cockpits. They were all two seater fighters. 

One observer was so obviously unfamiliar with the situation 

that a member of the maintenance yersonnel - a cheerful red-faced 

person with little drops of rain on his eyebr•ows - leant over the 

edge of the cockpit and demonstrated a few essentials such as the 

stowage of the parachu te - the switches of the wireless telephone 

that connected the machine with the base - the release gear of 

the gun; how the strap clipped you into your s eat o After that 

he grinned and wishisa_ me u. happy landing and disappeared. .And 

then the roaring grew a little louder anc_ the ground. flowed bumpily 

away beneath us, turned in a wide circle and receded. 

It was quite far b eneath us b y the time I had f-inished 

fiddling about with my straps anc"i svvi tche s and trays of machine 

gun ammunition and looked over the edge to s ee what was happening, 

It was doing funny things - the earth we had left behind ·-· tilting 

on edge a bit, and a mare and her foal in a field and some sheep on 

the edge of a cliff seemed quitG unconscious that they were grazing 

at a most im:r:iossible angle: and there was a rushing wind that sang 

in the wires and a rather queer feeling of lightness in the region 

of the tummy. 

I screwed my head roun~ and saw the other fighters, quite 

close to us. Their movement was like; that of boats) rising and 

dipping slightly on the surface of an invisible sen. The real 

sea was far beneath us, dark greenish e-,rey, and then j_t f a dedo The 

observerin the next machine wa s ,.,, nwi ~g llis nose on a pocket 

handkerchief. I r a ther envied him tha t pocket handkerchief but I 

couldn't get at mine through all those layers of flying kit. Perhaps 

it didn't matter, up there above the clouds , They stretched beneath 
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us like an arctic panorama 9 with little dark streaks which was the 

sea thousands of feet below 9 showing through rifts in a white floor 

that looked like pack ice, end cloud mountains in the far distance 

catching the first rays of the rising su~o Not only did handkerchiefs 

not matter, but nothing seemed to me to matter very much, because we 

had been climbing steadily for some time and the altitude produced a 

c;i.:.:·:tous feeling of detachment. It seemed impossible to recapture 

any emotion: one was awaL'hl onJ.;y of peace: a sort of Nirvana: and 

a rushing wind tearing through empty space: blue sky above and a 

white light gleaming on the cloud floor beneath. 

A little voice spoke in ~y earphone - a buzzing mumble. It was 

the pilot speaking. The cockpit was open to the air and I didn't 

catch the words and became flustered. It was probably something 

important. "I beg your pardon I didn't quite catch that." "Keep 

a good look-out 11
o 

That was what we we re there for, of course, Somewhere out of 

the cloud mountains to the south-east, or out of the blue 2f space, 

u speck might appear, or a cluster of specks, and we should be after 

them full split. And death would be abroad in that sunny emptiness. 

It was queer to think of death, up there in all that peace~ 

One of the pilots - the youngest, aged twenty - said one evening 

that the hunt was grand. It was the kill that wasn't so funny. He 

himself had intercepted a German bombing machine one afternoon and 

a grim game of touch-last began in a series of gigantic cloud valleys. 

The enemy dived and banked and dodged from one cloud cover to another, 
mids,hipman 

and the relentless pursuit went on, "until" saidthe/"I nipped ahead 

to a cloud I thought. hevd make for and I waited for hil1lll on the other 

side. Gosh, j_t was funJ: I got him as he came through at 200 yards 

range. But then, when you SWll/ the poor devils spinning 

down 00000 
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down nose first through the clouds, with smoke pouring from 

the engine, it was'nt so good. 

business. 

I hated that part of the 

So that's how they feel about it. 

Occasionally disaster comes to one of our machines. 

This S3!Ile pilot - I think he is the youngest fighting pilot in 

the Fleet Air Arm - had engine trouble when on patrol over the 

North Sea the other dayo Down he came from ten thousand feet -

planing down in the direction of a trawler he remembered seeing 

earlier. He hit the water at 90 miles an hour 9 slap into a 

fifteen foot swell, about three miles from the trawler. 

Another fighter in his patrol saw him going down and followed 

him through the clouds. The trawler's crew were below decks 

and to attract their attention the undamaged plane circled 

round, firing an occasional burst of machine gun fire. The 

To be cut trawler's crew decided reasonably enough that they were being 

if news 

overruns. 

attacked by a German machine and stayed below. 

In the meanwhile the machine still floated. The pilot 

and his observer climbed out and although very shaken they 

managed to launch their collapsible dinghy; but that in some 

way became entangled with the tail of the machine9 and the 

pilot in trying to free it got his hand nipped in the hinge 

of the J'.'udder . So there he was up to his waist in icy water, 

clamped by his wrist to a machine that at any moment might 

cock up her tail and d~ve to the bottom. 

The observe r realised the situation in the trawler and 

most gallantly decided to try and swim to her for help. So 

off he set, supported by his "Uai West". 

The other fighter was circling helplessly overhead, and 

her strange behaviour r eassured the trawler's crew. They 

came up on deck and finally sighted the wreckage of the plane. 

Stoking for all they were worth they came rushing to the 

rescue and hauled the observer and the pilot on board. In 

a day or two they were as right as trivets and back on patrol 

again. 
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TlLis Ch1"istmas has s e en a grea t r eassembling of the Empire family .. 
Following the Canadians l a st week came the Australian airmen, who, by 
bad. luck, were just toe htte for• ChI'istmas Daya I don 1 t need to tell 
them how very welcome the;v areo The greet.ing they had will already 
have shown them thato Fory apart from our warm feelings of kinship, 
the memory of' the fi.ghti r..;"?; powers of the :•Auss:Lesn is still fresh" 

A~1d. yeste rcla;:r 1ve L~8.rned of the appearance in Fr ance of the vanguard 
of tl1e Indian Cont ingen ;~ 9 which if::> car:"ying on the tradition of their 
predecessors in 1911-to For these men oi' another race who come across 
the ocean to fight i'or the Empire it is indeed a great venture,, They 
are coming to a strange country 9 ~~o a rj.gorous climate 9 and to be amongst 
people vvho cannot speak their l anguage and. do not understand their 
customso We 1Nelcome and salute themo 

E:Ls Majesty~ s decisj_on to revj_ve the custom estab lished by his father 
and broadcast h1s Chris tma s rne f)S &ge to the Empj.re was a source of general 
rejoicing,, I have frec~uent1y h eard it sa=~ d that nowadays Christmas 
w:i t:hout the Kj_ng' s spe3ch does not seem li.ke Christmaso For those who 
live abroad 9 in particular 9 the sound of his voice is a precious link 
with home,, 

Turning to the war nevrn 9 I l:cav e seen it stated that the Russians 
have handed over to the Germans a port clos e to Murmansk" If this is 
correct, I think i t may prove to ·b e the most important event of the week 
in the military sphere,, It riri ll mean that the Germans will have 
available in the Arctic o~ean a s if!Jmarine base and repair depot, which is 
not icebound during the wintero I . am not p repared at the moment to 
express any opinion as to the ultimat'e implications of the transfer of 
this po1"t,, But 9 for - the time being 9 it looks as if there is to be 
overwhelming collaboration betwesn these two Great Powers for the 
obliteration of Fin2and. 

One of the dearest ambitions of Russia ever since the time of Peter 
the G!'ea t has been the acquisition of addi tj_onal ice-free ports; and 
this desire has been the cause of more than one of her wars~ Of course 
you must remember that all Russia's ports except Murmansk are frozen up 
in winterc If, therefore 9 she has now ceded to the Germans territory 
capable of being converted into an ice-free party the price she has asked 
must indeed have been a heavy one. 

Passing Hyde Park Corner a day or two ago, I admired 9 as millions 
before me have done 9 the impressive war memorial to the Royal Regiment of 
Artil1eryq For those of you Yvho do not know London 9 I may mention that 
it is a 9o 2 l n o stor.e how:'.,, tzer ~ with j __ ts muzzle pointing to the skyo As 
I gazec'i. ~- more reminis cent than seeing ·- at this symbol of power squatting 
there silent and inert in the he art of the greatest city in the world, it 
seemed, to my imag)_nation, to t1:J:11 suddenly into steelo And my fancy 
conjured up round j_ t a det a ch:rne:nt, of live artillerymeno As quickly as 
it had appe2.red -ChG yj_ s ion fadei. 9 bu.t it left me in a daydream, wondering 
where the shel l would ha\·e fa lle:1 had the :1.oviri tzer been firedo I have 
since discovered that the projectile - wl1.ich we i ghs 290 lbsQ - would have 
landed at a point between seven and eight miles from Hyde Park Corner, 
say somewhere about Mj_tcharn or C :"oyd.on,~ 

Last week/ 



Last week we were glorying in the naval success of the River 
Plate. As a basis of comparison vvi th which to gauge what our three 
cruisers had to stand up against in this engagement, I may say that the 
weight of the shells of the German 11 ino naval guns, of which the Graf 
Spee carried six, is 716 lbso as against the 290 lbso of our stone 
howi tzero 

TaJ.l-cing of heavy artillery, the port of Viborg on the Gulf of 
Finland appears to have been subjected to bombardment by the Russians 
from a distance of twenty-five mileso Some people have expressed 
doubt as to the possibility of hitting a town at such long range. I 
would point out to these that even such a small city as Viborg, with 
80,000 inhabitants is a fairly large targeto I would also remind them 
of some of the long range bombardments carried out by the Germans during 
the Great Waro In 1915 they shelled Dunkirk on the north coast of 
France from Dixmude, twenty miles away on the Belgian coast. Apart from 
any da~age done, this caused a good deal of interest at the time on 
account of the long range at which the operation was carried outo 

In March, 1918, two days after their onslaught on General Gough's 
Fifth Army, the Germans surprised the world by shelling Paris from the 
Forest of Gobain, a distance of seventy-five mileso This bombardment 
continued at intervals until the 9th August, during which time of the 
total of 303 shells fired 183 fell inside the walls of Paris and 120 
outside, killing 256 and woundjng 620 peopleo The material damage done 
by the comparatively small projectiles, which were just over 8 inches in 
diameter and weighed only 264 lbso, was insignificant, but the German 
High Command relied upon the moral effect which would be produced by 
their regular arrival every fifteen minuteso General Ludendorff wrote, 
"The bombardment made a great impression on Paris and on all Frances" 
But the German staff were wrongo Little did they realise the indomitable 
spirit of our allieso After the first surprise was over, the inhabi-
tants of Paris carried on their ordinary life with hardly any interruption. 

This bombardment was a special stunt carried out by special guns 
almost of freak nature, of which seven were builto It was started for 
moral effect, but was soon discovered to be not worth whilec 

I don't happen to know how many guns may be shooting into Viborg 
or the si ze of the shellsQ I am afraid, however, that in spite of the 
stout hearts of the Finns that small city must be more easily and sooner 
affected than was Pariso 

I have been talking of guns and "howitzers". But there may be a 
certain number of my li s teners who, naturally enough, do not quite 
appreciate the difference between these two types of ordnance. I think, 
therefore, that without going back into the history and development of 
artillery since the days of David and Goliath, it may help to the under
standing of any operations on land which may take place in the future if 
I say a word about modern artillery" 

The two main types into which it is divided are "guns" and 
"howitzers".. The gun is a ·q:eapon which fires its projectile with a high 
muzzle velocity, a flat tra jectory, and comparatively great penetrative 
powero The howitzer is a weapon which fires a heavier projectile with 
a lower muzzle velocity and a high trajectory. A mortar - which is an 
old-fashioned term - is the name of a type of weapon which resembles a 
howitzer, only more so 0 It used to be employed in sieges, and fired a 
heavier projectile than a howitzer, and lobbed it up even higher in the 
airo You must have seen some of these short squat piece s made of 
iron, brass or bronze in museums, or outside military buildings. The 
term came into use again nt the beginning of the Great War in the shape 
of the "trench nortars" whic~1 were intro d.uced for the special purpose 
of lobbing comparatively heavy bombs or grenades over a short distance 
into the enemy defences. They were s tarted by the Germans under the 
name of hl~ne~.!!~f~, in other words mine-throwers, which name well 
describes their purpose. 

Of the/ 



Of the land guns used by us in -c. ne G::':'eat ''Jar Yve have all heard 
at one time or another of our 18 :pr :fj_elc1 gi..m 9 the 60 pr 9 the 4o 7 in., 
(really a naval gun) 9 the 6 ino , 9o 2 ino 12 j_no 9 and 15 ino 9 both the 
latter being naval guns adapted f'or use on land under the special 
conditions of the Great War~ The best known field gun inthe whole 
world has been 9 and is 9 the French seventy·-fi ve ·- the celebrated 
11 soixante-q_uinzei'" 

Of howitzers we have h~ard of the ~.5 ino 9 6 in., 9&2 in. 9 nick
named "mother 11

, Yvhich you s ee lJerpetua ted in stone i n the Royal Artillery 
memorial 9 the 12 ino ~ and the 15 ino 1 nicknamed 11 gr s..ndmother" - special 
pieces produced du.ring the Great War o 

Bu:t perhaps the howj_tzer b est kn.own to you all by name is 11 Fat 
Bertha 11 (Dicke Bertha) the Austr~'-an 17 inch howitz er, with which the 
Germans so q_uickly smashed the for ts of Liege ~ Namur and Maubeuge in 
19140 This weapon was de s igned and se(.;retly built by the Austrians 
at the far famed Skoda works of Pilsen in Bohemia, second only to 
Krupps's establishment at Essen~ These works are one of the most 
valuable assets seized by the Nazj_s on their irruption into Czecho
slovakia and had long been coveted by themo 

Since the Great War the most important development in artillery 
has 'been the subst i tution of mechanical pr·opulsion and traction for 
horse traction. This 9 of course 9 is 9 as is aviation, due to the 
arri val on the scene of t he internal combustion engineo All our 
artillery, and a large propor~ ion of ~1at of forei gn armies is now 
mechanisedo This :for many ::-easons is a great advantage, chiefly owing 
to the fact that the j_nternal combus tion engine is tireless while the 
horse is not. But rn0chanisat]_ on has n2turally its own drawbacks into 
which I need not enter hereo 

Another important development in artillery matters is the attempt 
that has been made to gain the best of both worlds by combining in one 
weapon the good q_ualities of the gun and of the howitzer. This 
combination has been arrived at in our army in the form of the new 25 pr 
Field 11 gun-how 11

• This has a greater range and fires a heavier shell 
than the ola_ 18 pr field gun and it is lighter than the 4., 5 field 
howitzer~ And , being mechanised 9 it has greater mobility than either 
of it~ predecessorso 

So far I have just touched UJ?On the t vvo main kinds of armament 
employed for carrying out the vvork nhich has been the role of the 
artillery for centl..1ries" But there are now t1ivo new and very 
interesting types of special weapon which have been evolved of recent 
years. These are the anti·-·tank and ant J. ·-aircraft gunso I will 
have to defer any description of these until another time" 

+++++++++++ 



D,518. 

GENERli.L PRESS NOTICE. 

TIMBER CONTROL . 

.£":NOT to be released for publication BEFORE the 

morning of Friday 29th December 2 1939.7 

The Minister of Supply announces that, with the 

object of conserving and making the best possible use ~f 

all available supplies of timber, consumers who hold stooks 

of timber acquired by them at any time otherwise than under 

the provisions of the Control of Timber Orders must, with 

certain exceptionsy obtain a licence to use sueh stoeks. 



The Control of 1'1ertilisers (No.l) Order of 7th November, 1939, 

established max.i.wurn prices for superphosph&te of lime and compound 

fertilisers 1 the maximum price being the cash price ruling over the basic 

period with such additions or deductions as the Minister of Supply might 

by direction authorise, and additions for the months of November and 

December were then announced. An amending Order (No.2) has now been 

issued includin0 ground phosphate in the Order, and a further amendment 

provides that the maximum price provisions shall not apply to sales in lots 

of less than one hundredwei§,ht. At the same time Direction No.2 is issued 

fixing maximum prices for January and February in respect of superphosphate 

of lime, ground phosphate and compound fertilisers. 

Copies of the Order and Direction may be purchased from 

H.M. Stationery Office or throu6h any bookseller. 

Ministry of Supply, 

~ I ~~~.;~elphi, 
~ 'V \'8th December, 1939. 



P.11. 

PR~SS NOTICE 

NlITu1STRY OF SUPPLY. 

~CONTROL. 

The Minister of Supply has issued the Control of 
Paper(No.7} Order, 1939, dated the 27th December, 1939. 
The effect of this Order, which came into force on the same 
day is to substitute the words "Price p~r square foot" for the 
words in italics "Price per square yard" at the head of the 
column of prices for laminated wallboard in Section rJ of the 
Second Schedule to the Control of Paper (No.5) Order, 1939, 
as varied by the Control of Paper (No.6) Order, 1939. 

Copies of this Order will shortly be on sale and 
may be purchased directly from H.M. Stationery Office, 
York House, Kingsway, W.C.2, or through any bookseller. 

All enquiries should be addressed to the Paper 
Control, Great Western Hotel, Reading. 

1frinistry of Supply, 
The Adelphi, w.c.2. 

28th Deoember, 1939. 



28/12/39 - No. 29 

PR_ESS NOT ICE 

The Reverend !l; . S. Ulyat, M.A. , Chaplain, R.N. , 

has been appointed Honorary Chaplain to H.M. the King 

as from 6th December, 1939, in the v acancy caused by the 

retirement of the Reverend Vv .R.F. Ryan, Ji..f.A., Chaplain, 

R.N. 

ADMIRALTY, 
WHI TEHAL# s. 
s. w. 1 .. 

---000---



28/12/39 No.30. 

PRESS NOTICE 

Er.gineer Captain Do Co Bennett, R.N., has been 

appointed a Naval Aide-de-Camp to H.M. the King from 

the 30th November, 1939, in success.ion to Engineer 

Captain CoJ• Gray, DoSoOo, ReNo, who has been 

placed on the Retired Listo 

ADMIRALTY, 
vVHITEHALL 9 

s,. w .. 1. 

+++++++ 



28/12/39. - No • . 31. 

WAR OFFICE ANNOUNCES 

The B:ritish Empire Service League of South Africa hais 

handed to the Secretary of State for War a cheque 1 signed 

by Field Marshall Lord Milne 1 for £400., representing 

contributions from four thousand ex-service men and women 

for Christmas comforts for British troops in the front line 9 

11 wi th best wishes from their comrades in Sou th Africa". 

The Secretary of State cabled the following reply to 

Victoria : -

"Most touched by your very generous gift expressing 

the solidarity between the ex-service men of South 

Africa and our soldiers now at the front. They 

will be exceedingly grateful and will wish me to 

thank you most warmly on their behalf 

War Office 
Vfui tehal 1. 

Leslie Hore-Belisha 1
' 

......... ' .... 

\ 
\ 



THIS MUST NOT BE QUOTED AS AN 
OFFICIAL AD!iilR.ALTY STATEMENT. 

§:_~ _J)EPTFORD 

28/12/39 No•32. 

German contempt for the rights of neutrals has beoome one 

of the outstanding features of the war at sea. Germany's reading 

of International Law with regard to neutrals appears to be governed 

by the theory that neu~rality means subjection to German requirements 

and nothing else. 

One would have thought that Germany would have trod warily in 

the matter of outward respect for neutral territorial waters, 

particularly in the case of Scandinavia; for Norwegian territorial 

waters have been so frequently used as the safe but illicit lane 

through the Allied blockade~ But, as has happened so often in the 

past, German actions have fatally compromised German policy. Take 

the case of the British steamer DEPTFORD one of three ships (one of 

which was neutral) torpedoed recently inside Norwegian territorial 

waters by a German U-boat. The story of the sinking of the 

DEPTFORD can now be told for the first timeo 

The DEPTFORD was skirting the Norwegian coast, in accordance 

with established navigational practice in those waters, and had two 

Norwegian pilots on board when, at about 1.15 on December 13th, she 

was torpedoed. The ship sank in about 90 seconds, and there were 

only five survivors from a crew of thirty-seven. In .addition to 

this loss of life among British non-combatants both the Norwegian 

pilots were killed. 

Some of the survivors of the DEPTFORD were picked up by 

the Norwegian motor boat FAIRDAn It is from the testimony of the 

survivors and of the crew of the FAIRDA that it is possible to 

assess the full extent to which the German submarine was taking 

advantage of neutral's qo-called Pights in nrder to torpedo merchant 

ships without warningo 



-2-

When she was torpedoed the DEPTFOPJ) was only about 850 yara_s 

from the mainland of Norway. The limit of territorial waters is 

three miles, although some nations claim wia_er limits. 

It is, of course, possible under certain conditions, for a 

submarine outside territorial waters to attack a ship v.1. thin 

territorial waters without appreciating that the vessel is within 

that internationally accepted zone of sanctuary. Such a case 

might arise in bad weather if the ship attacked vrns close to the 

outer edge of the three-mile limit. In the case of the torpea.oing 

of the DEPTFORD the U-boat could not possibly · plead a navigati .-mal 

mistake. The visi bi li ty was excellent and the DEPTFOPJ) wn s less 

than half a mile from a high coast line. Even more danming is the 

statement of the captain nf the FAIRDA, who said that he saw the 

conning tower of the submarine break surface and she was between 

the DEPTFORD and the land. 

The Norwegian coast in that neighbourhood is deeply indented 

and has deep water right up to the shore. It was an ideal ~Qlace 

for a submarine, intending to prey upnn shipping in defiance of all 

the principles of International Lavi, to lie under the land e.wai ting 

her chance. 

that U-boat. 

It is clear that these were the tactics adopted. by 

Only tvvo days before the torpedoing of the DEPTFORD the Greek 

steamer GAROU FALIA had been torpedoed without warning in Norwegian 

territorial waters, ·while four days before that the British Tnrn ·:As 

WALTON had been torpedoed without warning off N arvik when well 

inside neutral territorial waters. Small wonder that Norway is 

taking energetic steps to see that the neutrality of her territorial 

waters is n ot habitually so infringed. 

--000--



Air Ministry Bulletin 28/12/39. - No. 33. 

ALL BALLOONEY. 

(Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry announcement). 

The telephone rang last night at a R.A. F . Fighter Command 

station and was answered by the adjutant. 

Ove r the wires came an anxious voice; "This is P,C. X. 

There is a balloon down in a field near the police station. 

Will you please do something about it 11 ~ 

The constable described the position of the balloon. 

Immediately the adjutant and twelve aircraftmen set out in a 

Iorry. It was an intensely cold night 9 and after an hour 

during which the party scrambled over hedges, crossed fields 

heavy with mud and even fell into d itches, the balloon was 

found in the position des cr ibed by the constable. 

a child's balloon. 

But it was 

"I did not say it was a barrage balloon 1
', protested the 

constable when an angry party visited the police station on 

the way back. "I thought it might be filled with explosives 

and you were the people to deal with it". 

Air Affairs. 



28.12.39 

PALESTINE AWARDS. 

THE MILI'r_r. RY CROSS. 

Captain Richard Lorne Garratt, 
The Highland Light Infantry 
(City of Glasgow Regiment). 

--·--~~. ----·- -·-

On the 12th September, 1939, Captain Garratt's 
detachment, consisting of two sections of the Highland 
Light Infantry in open trucks, was approaching a village 
when heavy fire was opened on his party from both the front 
and the left flank. Captain Garrat t immediately got his 
men out of the trucks and into posi tions of defence . A few 
minutes later fire was opened on the patrol from the rear. 
Fire was now coming from three directions. the enemy being 
about fifty strong , and the stocks of ammunition cararj_ed by 
the troops were soon exhausted . Showing complete disregard 
for his own safety, Captain Garratt returned to the trucks 
which were in a very exposed position, collected the further 
reserves of ammunition, and by his l'.)rompt action, l eader ship 
and coolness under fire, saved his patrol from heavy losses. 

THE MIL IT 1' RY ~.1EDAL . 

No . 2753955 Corporal (temporary Lance-Sergeant) 
David Anderson Martin, 
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment). 

On the 20th Sept emb er, 1939, when in command of a 
road patrol on the J erusalem - Jaffa Road, Lance-Sergeant 
Martin showed initiative , energy, and devotion to duty. His 
patrol, consisting of one rifle section and one mortar 
detachment in two armoured 30 cwt. lorries, was fired on by 
rebels from the high ground on both sides of the road from 
a range of about 150 -yards. The result of this fire was 
that two men were wounded . ~ance-Sergeant Martin then 
engaged the enemy and arranged that the mortar lorry shoul d 
return to the bill e t with the wounded men. He then proceeded 
on his way, was again fired on, and sent the remaining truck 
back; ultimat ely, under continuous fire, he brought his 
patrol back to its starting point. Having by this time almost 
run out of ammunition he broke off the engagement and returned 
to report to his detachment commander. Throughout the action 
Lance- Sergeant Martin showed p ersonal courage, dcterminat~on , 
and l eadershi']1, which were an example and encouragement to 
his men. In a previ ous action , on the 31st July, 1938, Lance-
Sergeant M8 rtin showed simil ar courage, l eadership and 
determination , in the f 2ce of en emy fir e and his name was then 
also brought t o the notice of the General Officer Commanding 
for distinguished conduct. 

THF. MJT.,IT/ RY MEDAL . 
I ...... 
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THE MILI'.l'ARY MEDAL. 

Nb. 2323664 Sdgnalman Thomas Barr, 
Royal Corps of Signals. 

Signalman Barr was accompanying a patrol on the 18th 
September,1939, when heavy fire was opened on the two trucks 
in which. the patrol was travelling. Signalman Barr remained 
in his truck, which had been left in an exposed position, and sent 
through two messages of vital i~portance. He only stopped 
operating his wireless telegraph set when twenty minutes later, 
he had been wounded and the wireless telegraph set had been put 
out of actiono Signalman Barr's bravery in operating his set 
under heavy fire saved his patrol 4from very heavy losses4 

No. 3312771 Private Henry McColl, 
The Highland Light Infantry, 
(City of Glasgow Regiment). 

Private McColl was, on the 11 Sth September, 1939, ff, member 
of a patrol on which heavy fire was opened. Whilst the other 
members of the patrol left their trucks in order to take up a 
position from which to fight the enemy, Private McColl remained 
in his truck, without protection from the enemy fire, so as to 
operate the handle of the wireless telegraph set. · 
He continued to operate this handle for twenty minutes, at the 
end of which he was wounded and the set was put out of action. 
He showed complete dis·regard for his personal safety. 

WAR OFFICE 
WHITEHALL S. W.1. 

++++++++++++ 



28/12/39 No .;325. 

In reco·gni tion of services in action against 

the Aaxniral Graf Spee, the Admiralty announce the 

following promotions, all to date 13th December, 

1939. Commander D.H. EVERETT, H. M.S. ·AJAX, to be 

:promoted to Captain; Lieutenant-Commander R.B. 

J ENNINGS and Lieutenant-Commander C.J. SMITH, H.M.S. 

EXETER, and Lieutenant- Commander P.T.A. LOVE, H. M.S. 

ACHILLES, to be promoted to Commana_er; Engineer

Commander L.c.s. NOAKE, H. M.s. AJAX, to be promoted 

to Engineer-Captain. 

-----000------

ADMIRALTY, S. W. 1. 



28/12/39 - NO• 36 

RHODESIAN TROOPS PRAISED ON GOLD COAST. 

AFRICAN AND RHODESIAN MUSIC EXCHANGED. 

Rhodesian troops on active service on the Gold Coast have 

"won all hearts by their keenness and sporting spirit", to 

quote the words in which the Governor of the Gold Coast has 

expressed his thanks to the Rhodesian Government for the 

assistance they have rendered,, He has cormnended the way 

in which they have adapted themselves to the language and 

character of the West African troops. 

The regimental band of the Gold Coast regiment, under 

the direction of an African R.S. H., won the Rhodesians' 

highest approval; and, i n exchange for their performance 

of the popular native dance "High Life 11 they received 

additi0ns to their African repertoire in "Rhodesian Boys are 

Happy" and other popular Rhodesian numbere., before leaving 

for a tour of West Africu, and giving a dance in aid of the 

local earthq.uake fundo 

---oOo--...: 

EMPIRE AFFAI~ 



28L12/39. - No. 37. 

ULSTER HOSPITALITY TO DOMINIONS SOLDIERS 

COUNTRY HOUSES OPEN THEIR DOORS 

Ulster, determined to offer a warm welcome to Overseas 

members of H.M. Forces, in training or on leave, has 

inaugurated a War Hospitality Committee. In County Derry, 

Antrim, Tyrone and in Belfast . itself, hostesses are offering 

private hospitality at their country houses. The Ulster 

Branch of the Over-Seas League in Belfast is administering 

a War Service Fund for the same object, in aid of which the 

Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava is giving a dance on January 

5th, at Clandeboye, her house in County Down. 

EMPIRE AFFAIRS 



28.12.39 No.38. 

MINICTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Domestic Preserving of Orange~. 

As the season for domestic preserving of oranges 

is now commencing the Ministry of Food announce that reasonable 

additional sugar suprylies will be made available to those members 

of the public who wish to make marmalade. 

Permits will be available within the next few days at 

local Food Offices to persons who can produce documentary 

evidence, such as an invoice, :to prove that they have purchased 

oranges for pr eserving purposes. 

Permits will be issued on the basis of 3 lbs. of 

sugar to every 2 lbs. of oranges and the documentary evidepce 

will be endorsed accordingly. 

These permits should be pr esent ed by the public to 

the retailer with whom they hnv c r egist ered for sugar and they 

will be the authority by which the retailer will obtain the 

extra quantity of sugar from his wholesaler. 

------oOo------



28/12/39 

MINISTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT 

Sugar ror Bee Keepers 

The Ministry of Food have made arrangements for the 

supply of suga r for the winter feeding of bees, and during 

the period December, 1939, to May, 1940, an allowance 

will be made of 10 Jbs. of sugar per colony of bees. 

Permits will be available within the next few 

days at local Food Offices to members of the public who 

c an produce s a tisfactory evidence as to the number of 

colonies of bees in their possession. These permits 

should be presented by the public to the retailer with 

whom they have registered for sugar, and they will be the 

authority by which the retailer will obta in the extra 

quantity of suga r from his wholesa ler. 



No.40. 

FRENCH OFFICIAL QOMMUNIQUE ( E~NING) 

Paris , Thursday, 28th December L-1.9_3_9-.~ 

The fol l owing offici a l communi que was issued t h i s 

evening from French G. H. Q: -

Reduced activi ty of the contact unit s . 

------oOo------



28/12/39 - No. 41. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to announce 

the following additions to recently issue a_ casualty lists:-

H. M. s. Duchess. 

H.M.S. I.8xetero 

Missing believed drowned. 

.Anderson. R.Ho Ordinary Seaman C/SSX 21970 

Previously reported as wounded in action, 

now reported as having died of wounds. 

Legg 9 Frank. 

Powton, RoFo 

PoO. Cook D/MX 52427 

Chief P.O. Gook D/M 37983 

Collins, Anthony C.P. ) 

2nd class~ 
D/M 1433~ 

Chief Shipwright 

Next of kin have been informed., 

---oOo---



28.12.39 No.42. 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to announce 

that H.M. Trawler LOCH DOON is overdue and must be presumed 

lost. 

The names of the crew are as follows and the next 

of kin have been informed:-

OFFICER 

Thompson, G.H. A. Skipper, R.N.R. 

RATINGS •. 

Atlass, Fred Engineman 

Cressey, A.T. Seaman 

Humber , James Stoker 

Kaveney, J •. w. Seaman 

Mercer, John Seaman 

Milne, J. Stoker x.10107 

Seymour, William Seaman X.20237.A. 

Spice, R. V •. Leading Seaman 5564 .D. 

Storey, Fi Seaman X. 2106. A. 

Teesdell, L.P. Seaman Cook. 

Wadsworth, Frederick.Able Seaman C/J.4420. 

Walker, G.T. Ordinary Sj_gnalman .c/ssx.23535. 

West, Richard Engineman 

Wintenny, Christopher.2nd Hand 

ADMIRALTY, 8. W .1. 
28th December, 1939. 

-----oOo-----

X.5940.E. S. 

x .21910. 


