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FREN"CH OFFICIAL COMMUNI QUE (MORNING) 

The following official communique was 

is sued from French G.H. Q. this morning: 

East of the Moselle two enemy raids have been 
repulsed by our fire. 
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PRESS NOTICE. 

Invalids and Rationed Foods. 

The Ministry of Food have been considering, 

in consultation with the Minister of Health and 

the Secretary of State for Scotland 1 the need for 

providing in the present rationing scheme 

supplementary allowances of rationed foods for 

invalids. The whole peace-time range of food-

stuffs is available 9 but with restrictions in 

certain cases on the quantities which can be 

obtained. Reference to medical opinion, in 

relation to the present rationing scheme, has 

not established that supplementary allowances 

are necessary, but the Ministry are taking 

further authoritative advice in regard to 

particular illnesses. 



(Not to be quoted as an 
A:i_r Ministry .ann~mncement.) 

26/12/39 No. 3, 

CHRISTMAS AMONG THE ALA GUNHERS 

Northumberland and Durham miners, steel workers, draughtsmen, 

rivetters and shipyard workers - these are the men who stood by 

the many anti-aircraft gun emplacements throughout the N.E. coast 

area on Christmas Day. They are descendants of the men 11'1110 f'ormed 

on Tyneside the first British Coastal Defence batteries in the 

middle of the last century. 

But the fact that they were keeping their ceaseless vigil did 

not mean that Christmas for them was a dull day. One man was 

detailed to stand by the telephone, and two more men were manning 

the spotting telescope. At the first warning of the approach of 

unidentified aircraft every gun could have been manned within a 

minute, with shells in the breaches ready for action. The record 

is 16 seconds. 

Four brothers are members o~ one gun crew, where the gunners 

are miners from adjoining Northumberland villages. Two of the 

brothers are sergeants. There are several instances of father and 

son, and there is one set of twins. Many of the older men served 

through the last war. 

One of the four brothers said "Some of the men were unemployed 

before the war, but we were a hap~y gang every drill night and at the 

annual camp" o 

"When we all got together here on the outbreak of war there 

were no strangers among us. We had known one another since 

childhood, and many of us had worked side by side at the coalface". 

The Colonel, a shipowner, sePved in the last war, joined up 

again eleven years ago, and is proud of the fact that three of his 

sons are officers under his command. 

There were Christmas 

by local women, cigarettes 

presents of woollies knitted for the men 

in ~)lent;}r and the usual Christmas fare of 

At one post twenty turkeys were being turkeys and plum puddings. 
d and afterwards, of course, there vrnre roasted in a fiel oven, 

sing-songs and impromptu concerts. 

FROM AIR AFFAIRS. 



. ..... __ -......... 

··~. 

26/12/39. - No. ~· 

The following study of Field 

Marshal _ r.Iannerheim' s t actics in the 

Russo-Finnish war is g iven to the 

Press for use as background material. 

It should not be quoted as 

a War Office announcement .. 
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Once again Field Marshal Mannerheirn is proving himself 
an outstanding general. High courage and the difficulties 
o:if the ground cannot alone explain the Finnish resistance. 
The tactics during the past ten days -- with their carefully 
timed retreats on the Petsamo and Salla fronts 9 followed and 
redeemed by sudden counter-attacks on the Soviet flanks -
are unmistal\:ably Mannerheim in conception and execution. 
Twenty years ago 9 during his first fight for Finnish independence 9 

he was several times able to turn a Red advance into a rout 
by the same skilful tactics. 

Then 9 as now 9 he was: faced with fearful odds, The 
number of Russian troops was not so great as now; but Moscow 
had succeeded by propaganda (where now they have failed) in 
dividing the Finns among themselves -- and the Finnish Red 
troops were the most stubborn troops against Mannerheim. In 
every battle he was heavily outnumbered by Finns and Russians. 
His policy 9 then as now 9 was clear: he knew that his troops 
could be worn do~n under heavy mass attack (such as the 
Russians have always used and are using again). Therefore 
he must wherever possible take the initiative 9 keep the enemy 
guessing; retreat at times 9 allow the enemy to lose touch 
with their base 9 then attack them from the flank; or if the 
f)}~,1nce offered itself strike hard. In February 9 1918 9 when 
forces were gathering fast against him on the Tampere front, 
he decided to advance against them. "Attack: is the best 
defence" 9 he said -- and Tampere was taken. 

On the Karelian front he formed a defence line very 
much where now the Mannerheim Line stands 9 and he was able to 
hold up a huge Red advance begun from Raasuli, Kivennapa and 
Perkjdrvi. As now, he had shrewdly anticipated the Red 
advance at its strongest points and had his picked companies 
ready to meet them. 

Throughout the campaign he showed 9 as he is showing again, 
his admirable staff work and organization of communications. 
In spite of all the turmoil and disruption of the civil war 
he managed to 1rnep up the closest touch constantly with his 
commanders on all fronts and was able to support them and 
create diversions immediately whenever one of them was being 
hard pressed -- all at a time when the Reds were strong but 
disorganized. Since those days he has had twenty years to 
study the problems now facing him; the promptness and 
exactitude of the Finnish communiques shows again how well 
his staff organization is standing the strain. The Finnish 
forces are fighting as a coherent whole 9 operating to a ~set 
plan. The Russians have not taken them by surprise at any 
point. Each Russian thrust has been anticipated and countered 
along the whole 700-mile front. In placing his men to meet 
the thrusts where he rightly gauged them to come ...........•• 

Field-Marshal/ 
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Field-Marshal Mannerheim has shovm admirable economy in 
manpmvero 

Twenty years ago his campaign succeeded mainly 
because of four factors -- his active, courageous 
strategy; his unrivalled knowledge of t he Russian mind 
and tactics (having himself fought with distinction on 
the Russian side in the Russo-Japanese war and again 
during the first years after 1914); his confidence that 
t he hi gh morale of the Finnish soldier 9 fighting in a just 
cause, helped to even the balance in numbers; and 
fourthly, help from abroado Mannerheim and his soldiers 
are once again employing supremely well the knowledge 
and the courage which are theirso Their chief problem 
is of supp ly - which it is not in their power alone 
to solveo 

WAR OFFICE , 
rJHI TEHALL. 

------000------
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN 

Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry announcement. 

THE MEN WHO LISTENEN. 

A sexton and a builder sat down to Christmas dinner at an 
Observer post in the middle of an English field near a village 
in the heart of the West country.. As they ate, they listened 
through the fog for German raiders in the sky. 

Nearly 
to Christmas 
Salonica. 
shells. 

a g_uarter of a century ago the same t vrn men sat dovm 
dinner on t he site of an ancient Greek city near 

As they ate then 9 t hey listened to the whine of 

"I never thought this year, 1
' the sexton said: 1'to be 

keeping watch for bombers near my own churchyard wall on Christmas 
Day. 11 

He put down his empty glass of cider on a wooden shelf 
in the observer hut 9 and turned to stir the g~avy for the roast 
duck 9 which had been carried in a saucepan to the post and was 
being heated with green peas on the hut stoveo 

A plum pudding large enough for two stood nearby to be 
heated in its basin. 

The builder picked up a small ~.::~1..g of cream.. 

11 Remember, Jim," he said, "how we had to make custard with 
water at Christmas at Salonica?r 

A Congreg~tional parson and q lorry-driver had just left 
them at the end of their own watch,, This was the sexton's 
second three hours of watching and listening since Christmas Eve. 
He had been standing in the first ring of sandbags with his 
observation instrument as midnight struck on the church clock. 
It was cold and clear and still. A full moon in a cloudless sky 
made the stars of Orion and the Plough look dim. The sexton 
could hear the frost needles making a dry rustling sound as they 
dropped from the trees. 

Before dawn the thaw set in, and fog began to close round 
the post. 

The fog was something of a blessing to the sexton and the 
builder and to all other observers on duty at Christmas dinner-time. 
But just 'before the duck and the plum pudding were ready, the builder 
was on duty outside, and as he stood in the fog he shouted: 
11 r hear aeroplane engines. Listen.J" 

The sexton listened,, Then he laughed., 11 That's not 
engines, 11 he answered, "that's the kettle on the stove." 

FROM AIR AFFAIRS 
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Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry Announcement~ 

LOYAL TOAST AT 3 9 000 FEET. 

Throughout the holiday 9 the I?..A.F. Fighter Command kept 

a watch that was as vigilant as ever. Day and night the pilots 9 

sitting in flying clothes, were ready to take off in a matter 

of seconds. But their duties did not prevent them from having 

a merry Christmas. 

The programme arranged at an aerodrome in the lonely Fen 

country was typical. 

A mobile kitchen 9 down to its springs with its load of 

roast turkey 9 plum pudding and a 11 the trimmings rr.ade its way 

round the aerodrome and pilots had a traditional Christmas meal, 

either before or after patrols that were carried out just as 

usual. The pilot of one Squadron took part on patrol during 

the lunch hour. . He had with him a packet of turkey sandwiches 

and a flask of cold tea. At 3,000 feet, he spoke with the 

Squadron Leader by wireless, and joined with those below in 

drinking the toast of the King. 

Officers and men off duty passed Christmas almost as in 

peace-time. According to tradition 9 the officers on the 

station visited the men's Mess and acted as waiters. They 

carried r·ound plates o:f soup 9 immense helpings o:f turkey and 

pints of beer. A:fter the loyal toast 9 the O.C. made a speech 

of good cheer. The Officers were then entertained in the 

Sergeants' Mess. 

From Air Affairs. 



MILITARY AFFAIRS. 26/12/.39 -- NO;. 7. 

WAR QFFI CE ANNOUNCEMENT..:. 

Mr. Hore-Belisha spent part of every day durirl.G the 

Christmas holidays at Camps on the South East Coast•' 

Army units stationed along the coast were agreeably 

surprised when the Secretary of State for War a.roppe0 

in to pay them an informal visit. Wherever he 'Nent Mr.- Hore-

Belisha found the men bright and cheerful ; all showing 

a fine spirit and determination. 
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AIR MINISTRY BULLETIN. 

R. A. F. CHRISTMAS DAY PATROL. 

The Air Ministry announces:-

Throughout yesterday, although it was Christmas 

Day, the R.A.F. continued with unrelaxed vigilance their 

patrols covering our fishing fleets in the North Sea. 

Certain of our aircraft observed German patrol vessels 

in the eastern North Sea area. .These vessels opened 

fire on our aircraft, which took retaliatory bombing action. 

Hits were not observed and no damage was done to our 

aircraft. 

--------000---------
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FRENCH OFFICI.AL commNIO,UE ( EVEN ING) 

The following official communique 

wae issued this evening from French G.H.Q:-

"Activity of our contact units". 

----000----

/ 
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MEM. TO SUB-EDITORS: 

As this script is being issued 
in advance, it will be n·ecessary 
to check it against the actual 
broadcast in the B.B.C. Home 
Service programme on 342, 391 
or 449 metres at 9.15 this 
(Tuesday) evening (December 26) 

B. B. C. ANNOUNCI;MBNT 

The B.B.C. announces that the Finnish Minister, His Excellency 
M. Georg A. Gripenberg, broadcast "Toni~ht' s Talk" in the Home 
Service programme at 9.15 this (Tuesday) evening. His talk was also 
broadcast in the B.B.C. Overseas Service. 

-------------------------
In the ear1y hours of November 30th - a fine sunny day with a 

clear, blue sky and no 1,vind - death suddenly rained down on fourteen 
Finnish cities and localities, for up in the air were the Soviet 
bombers. Without any \'Yarning they swooped dov-m on peaceful Finland. 
They dropped their deadly cargoes, high explosives and incendiary 
bombs, on private dwelling houses, on workman's flats, on open squares 
and parks, on factories 9 hospitals and churches, and they dived down 
to machine-gun the civilian population wherever they could discover 
anyone running for shelter. 

That day, and the following day they came back again and again, 
and when those bombers, which had not been shot down, returned to 
their bases, they left in their wake more than three hundred dead and 
injured - mostly women and children - burning houses and big buildings 
smashed to pieces. 

On the morning of the first day, Thursday the 30th of November, 
the Soviet Fleet bombarded islands, seaside places, open towns and 
villages, and at variotj.s points of our long frontiers, Soviet troops 
invaded our cc;>untry. Thus, overnight 9 like a sudden burst of 
thunder, began the fighting in Finland, which has no\:-r been going on 
for more than three weeks. 

Yesterday, on Christmas Day., the day which :'..a sacred to Christian 
people everywhere as a day of peace and goodwill, hundreds of Russian 
bombing planes came swarming over the towns and hamlets of my country. 

~uiet, peaceful homes in the suburbs, where Christmas tress 
decorated the living rooms and children were playing with their toys, 
now lie in smoking ruins. 

And why did the Soviet Government attack us? Had we done them 
any harm? Had we threatened them? Was there any long-standing 
dispute between our two countries which we had refused to settle? 
No, none whatever. On the contrary, during the protracted 
negotiations in Moscow which had preceded this great attack on ua, 
the Finnish Government had taken a most accorMnodating attitude. 
Again and Again they had declared their willingness to find a peaceful 
solution of the problemsraised by the Kremlin, although such a 
solution would have involved the surrender of Finnish territory. 
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Indeed, even after the Soviet bombs had killed 
and injured hundreds of our citizens, our Government announced 
to the Moscow Government that they were ready to come to 
terms with them. But only on one condition. We could not 
give up our right to live as free men and women in the ~ 
land of our fathers. 

It was that condit,Jon which brought about the 
terrific Russian attack, The Soviet Union does not want a 
free Finland, Therefore it is now seeking to destroy my 
country. No honest man can find ~y justification for the 
Russian invasion of Finland. · 

What, then, was the reason for the attack? It 
was simply that Finland stood in the i:.ray of Russia• s pPesent 
aims.· Finland,. as a free and independant nation, must 
disappear from the mah.· . She must become a vassal state of 
the Soviet Union so t at the Russian borders might be 
stretched out to Norway and Sweden and the Bal tic - and 
perhaps., later on, to the North Sea.. -

All this is made clear by the·<R.ussian attitude 
during the protracted negoti,o.tions which took place bety;een 
representatives of my country and the Russian Government in 
Moscow during October and November •. 

What was it that the Soviet dictatorship had 
demanded from Finnish democracy? I will not tire my 
listeners with names of cities and localities in a foreign 
land which mean very little to them. But let me tell you 
what it would have meant to the British people, if some 
foreign power had;~ mado similar demands to their Government. 

Supposing that power had requested the 
British ~overnment to surrender the Channel Islands, the 
Isle of Wight, the port of Southampton, ·an area on the 
Norfolk coast extending some fifty mj,le,s inland, anc1 the 
Orkney Islands, to demolish their strongest and most 
important coastal defences4 to receive in their country 
foreign troops, to l e t that power establish two Naval 
stations, and to s ign vd th them a pact which virtually would 
have made Great Britain a vassal state of that power; Would 
the British people have found it possible to accept such 
demands? Of cours e not! 

~et , in order to preserve peace, Finland 
agreed to two thirds of the Soviet demands and had declared 
its willingness not only to discuss, but to make new 
suggestions for finding a way to satisfy the Soviet desire 
for "the increased security" of Leningrad, for that was the 
pretext the Moscow Government had put forward. But all 

/this was of no avail 
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this was of no avail, as the Soviet had decided once and for 
all to put an end to independent Finland. And tha t was and 
J& the real and Q~ly reason for the Sov~et u ar on Finia'iid. 

You will ~ "tTnderstand w:.11y it was necessary for Finland. 
to meet force with for•ce, for my people to take up arms 
to defend not only their lives, but ... more i mportant - their 
freedom and independence. For without freedom and 
independence of what use is life at a'\ll? 

As our President, our Prime Minister, and our Foreign 
Secretary have publicly proclaimed, the Finns prefer death 
to sulhmitting to Soviet tyranny. 

At this tragic moment, the people of Finlane. are 
firmly united behind their chosen leaders, their Parliament 
and their Governmento In the present Cabinet 2J1. political 
p arties are represented, from the Qonservatives to the 
Socialists. The P:rime Minister j Mro Ryti, who for many 
years has bee n Governor of the Bank of Finland, is a member 
of the Liberal Pa rtyo Our Foreign Secretary, Mr. Tanner, 
is the lea der of the Soci alist Party. 

The armed forces are commanded by Field Marshal Mannerheim, 
in whose inspiring leadership the whole nation puts its trust. 

In this grim strugg le ag~1J.nst tremendous oo c'.s, the people 
of Finland are strengthened in the knowledge that they have 
the sympathy of the whole civilised world8 They know in 
their hearts that their cause- is the cause of all people who 
love freedom, whose ideals a re those of religious civilisation, 
and who believe in the human dignity of mankind. 

My people have been stirred by the exp r e ssions of sympathy 
·which have come from all quarters in Grea t Brita in and the 
Empire, and I am emDowered by my Government to offer the 
g rateful thanks of my country. 

We Finns are a religious peop1e:, and we have been deeply 
moved by the encourag ing words which have been offe r ed by all 
relig ious denominations in your country. My wife and I have 
had the privile~e of attend.ins services of intercession for 
Finland in Westminster Abbey and Westminster Cathedral in these 
last few da;ys, and next Sunday we will attend a similar service 
in the Central Ha ll, Westminstero 

Although the English ]':leo·ple and the F inns are very much 
alike both in ideals and culture, many En~ lishrnen know very 
little about my country. We are a lonr~: v'lay a way and rather 
off the beaten track. 

I would like toitell you, there fore 9 that v.re are o.uite 
ordinary J?eo~n le, a nd our cities are q_ui te ordina ry cities. We 
have la rge modern buildine;s, universities, theat r es 9 cinemas, 
and all the wonderful amenities of modern civilised life. 

In the years s ince we r~ained our comn lete ino.e;1endence 
we have bui 1 t u u a state wher e there is no unern-•)lo;vme nt, where 
every man and woman have the ri.?;ht and Ilrl vilege to take part . 
in the shanin0· of the de s tinies of the St a te, 1.vhere the youth 
of all cla~se'~ can -nroceed to the hi r:rhest educ a tion and where, 
thanks to a far r eachin[; socia J. lee;i s l a tion, the ~l)OOrer classes 
are in every respe ct assi s ted a nd SUJ)~oortea. as f ar as our 
economic me a ns will ~ermit. 
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We have built a state 1Hi th one hund!'ed and fifty thousand 
new independent land-ownen!s 9 with nev-ir schools~ new hospitals, 
and new welfare organisations 9 a state where every man, no 
matter what his origin, can reo.ch the highest office 9 a ste.te in 
which every man has the right to think and to speak freely, to 
worshil'.) as he pleases J and to :foll ow who.t ever vocation oi, 
occupation he preferso 

You will understand 9 therefore~ why we ar e now §.tanq._i __ ,ng,, 
and fi ,'.;hting to resist the Russian a ttempt to destroy us. All 
these things which we - and indeed you - love and cherish are 
now at stake; our heritage from past gene rat i ons 9 our freedrom, 
the very lives of our women and children. 

Vie are a people of four million fi ghting against a vast war 
machine of one hundred and e ighty-two n::2. llion~ but Justice h as 
given us strength and courage 1 and with God's help we may yet 
survive,, 

But if Justice and a Rightful Cause cannot withstand against 
the weighted odds of might and bru te force we shall perish. Yet 
if we ::;:>erish from lack of guns and ammunition which are now 
our i rn::pera ti ve need 9 we hope and beL.eve that our fight will have 
been Em inspiration to the whole ci viJ.i zed wor:Ldo 

\"fe know that our cause is the cause of all people who love 
freedom. and who refuse to surrender their right to live as free 
men in the land of their f a therso 

And we believe in the word of the Holy Bible 5 "You mus t give 
your lif'e to have it. 11 

--·-- --oO o·----


