
16/12/39. - No.1. 

PRESS NOTICE. 

Gifts sent to relatives or friends in Canada 
from Canadians serving overseas - exemption from 

Canadian Duty. 

The Dominion Department of National Revenue, Ottawa, have 

issued regulations that all personal gifts from members of the 

Canadian Overseas Force or from Canadians serving with British 

or Allied Forces overseas, to relatives or friends in Canada 

may be entered free of duty during the period of the War. 

Senders of parcels containing gifts entering free under 

the above regulations, should indicate clearly on the labels 

that they are members of British or Canadian Fighting Forces 

overseas. 

ADMIRALTY, 
s.w.1. 



16L12139 

PRES§_ NOTICE 

PROVISI ON & LEAVE. ~;tc. s ALI.Qr!PJ'T CES - REVIEW. 

The underment.ioned allorrances have been reviewed and 

the following rates are to be brought into force with effect 

from 1st November, 1939:-

(a). Provision Allowance:

OffiGersi 3s/3do a day. 
Hen, 2s/6do a day 
Sho~e Wireless Service, 2s/Od. a day. 

(b) Le ave Allowance, 2s/6do a day .. 

The rate for the deduction from pay for subsistence of 

Royal Marine Police (other ranks), Petty Officer Instructors 

at R.N. V. R. D'i visions and Pensioner Recruiters \IVhile in hos:pi tal, 

is to be ls/lOd a day with ef fect from 1st November, 1939. 

The special allowanGe ( a t present ls/9d) payable to the 

crews of trawlers, etc o , who are entitled to Service victualling 

but who are required to purchase supplies of foodstuffs from 

outside sources (i . e., who are u...1able to obtain supplies of Service 

provisions) is to be 2s/Od a c_ay with effect from 1st November, 

1939. (Note:- This allowance is not payable to T.124 personnel 

on weekly agreements, as their rates of pay include an element 

to enable them to purchase supplies of foodstuffs from outside 

sources). 

Adjustments are to be made as necessary to give effect 

to the alterations as from 1st November, 1939. 

-- ~, ooo---· 

ADMIRALTY, S. W ._h 



16/12/3.9 No.3 

PRESS NOTICE 

.MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE ETCo - OFFICERS AND MEN ON T,124 AGREEMENTS 

In view of doubts which have arisen, it is 

notified for information that officers on T.124 agreements 

and not in receipt of Naval rates of pay are not entitled 

to the benefits of the Marriage Allowance Scheme. 

Similarly the Marriage and Dependents' Allowance 

schemes for ratings do not apply to men on Tol24 agreements. 

+++++++++++ 

ADMIRALTY, S. W. L 



From Press & Censorshiu Bureau 16/12/39 - No .L~. 

PRESS NOTICE 

The following letter has been sent to Headmasters of Public 

Schools, to the Incorporated Association of Headmasters, and to the 

Incorporated Association of Preparatory Schools. It would be 

helpful if the Press could call attention to it. 

Dear Sir, 

I am wri ~ing to ask your as·sistance in our task of preventing 

information of military importance being made available to the enemy. 

Most school magazines will no doubt in war time be publishing 

lists of Old Boys who are serving their country or who have lost 

their lives in such service, and these lists are clearly a desirable 

feature of the magazine. It is necessary , however, that care should 

be taken in their preparation, lest details be included which would 

enable the enemy, from scrutiny of a nuiiiber of such lists, to gather 

information of the battle order of H.M. Forces. 

The Admiralty, the War Office anc1_ the Air Ministry are there

fore anxious that, though the name, rank end regiment may be given, 

no reference should be made to any ship, to any battalion or other 

unit within the regiment, or to any command, unless such particulars 

or any of them have previously been included in the official casualty 

list. 

It is also requested that no information should be published 

which would reveal the localtiy in which any member of the Forces is 

serving: and in this connection special care will be necessary in 

publishing letters or other news from Old Boys. 

I hope that the necessity for this care in the interests of 

national security will be at once apparent and accordingly would ask 

you to pass this information to the Editor of your school magazine for 

his guidance. Should he wish for advice upon the publication of any 

particular matter, if he will submit the copy, in manuscript or type

script, by post to this ada.ress, if possible in duplicate, it will be 

examined and returned without delay. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) B.s. TO\'V1'TROE 

Deputy Director, Censorship Di vision. 



Board of Education Announcement 1.§LJ.2/39 No. 5. 

"War or no war, our chil c.r-en are the nation of the future and 

if their interests are neglectedj not only they but the whole country 

will be the losers" said I1ord De La vVa1"r , President of the Board of 

Education in Leeds this after:1oon (Saturday)a He was addressing 

a large gathering of teache~s from e~ght northern counties, and 

took the occasion to review educatj_onal policy since the outbreak of 

war. 

Anyone who expected him to apologise for the present situation 

must have a very short memory, said Lord De La Warro "We all 

supported evacuationo If we had any sense of responsibility at 

all we must have realised what a blow it 1;.,rould mean to our whole 

system of education to move just under one million children from 

town to country in three or foUl~ dayso But we expecte .d the 

Blitzkrieg - we've no reason to say that it still won't come -

and naturally and properly considerations of safety must come 

firsto 11 That d~d not mean, however, that the Board had not been 

working and planning night and day to rebuild the life of the schools 

in the light of war needs and possibilities and the foundations 

were now laid for getting every child back to some form of schooling. 

The Government had been feeling their way day by day from 

relaxation to relaxation and all the time adjustments were being 

madeo In the reception areas halls and other buildings for 

which the Government were paying 100 per cent grant were being 

taken to reduce the practice of double shifts. 

The worst problem was in the danger areas~ The provision 

of air raid protection would take time and many schools were still 

being used for civilian defence purposes. They were being 

released wherever possible and of the schools taken over by the 

Office of Works 72 out of 79 had now been offered back to the 



education authority. 

In an attempt to catch up with the enforced neglect of the 

l as t four months, First Aid Posts and A.R.P. Cleansing Stations 

were to be used by the school health services , and Lord De La 

w~rr said tha t by a greater concentra tion of medical effort than 

ever before he hoped tha t it would be possible for every child 

in the evacuation areas to pass through one of these centres 

within the next three monthso 

"Further progress is now in the hands of the loca l authorities", 

s a id the President, "and I hope very mu·ch tha t they will do all 

they can. If they find themselves in difficulties about buildings 

they must not sit down under them but a t once notify the Boardo 11 

Nobody knew, said Lo r d De La wnrr, how long present condi ti ·ens 

might lasto "Meanwhile let us thank our good f ortune that it is 

still possible for lovers of education to throw the searchlight 

of peace-time standards of critiCism on to our schools and let us 

hope and pray that it may continue to be possible. But, come 

what may, we will do all in our power to preserve what is best in 

the lives of the children, so that they may be left undamaged to 

enjoy the b etter world wh i ch we all h ope we can see ahead of us 

through the fog of warc 11 



----/ 

AIR MINI_srrRY BULL)2_1:!;11J:I. 

ADD_ NOllflL§.L~ AI_~~i3Ji.J.TLE 

(Not to ·be \:_uoted a s an Air Uinistry announcement) 

It no~ transpires that the a ir battle which took place close 
to the German Coast late on rri-rnrsday afternr (:il was one of the ·biggest 
engagements of its kind that has s o far taken :ylace .. 

The battle was preceab~ by a fight ~ith the elements. 
Shortly afteP they left r_:nglanc1 the pilots found themselves running 
into rain stormso As long as this ~eather laijteQ visibility 
wcs so bad that they were flying almost blind. Despite these 
concli tions the entire squadron ·:rn.s able to keep its correct course. 
r!hen they located the enemy uarshij_)S - ·.-rhich, as previously reported, 
consisted of one battleship 5 one cruiser, a submarine ancl. some 
small vessels - they limst have taken their op;)onents ·by SL.lrprise. 

The leader of the British formation kel)t a diary throughout 
the engagemente This h os been invalu~ble in assessing the correct 
German losses. He describes the battle as "A running fight 
along the German Islands 1'0 It ';7as frorn these Islands that the 
enemy sent up wave aftc I' rrnve of :.:esserschmidt fi;;hters. 

The leader sau - and duly noted in his diary - four enemy 
aircraft crash in fl n:.Jes into the seao He says: - ;r It was just 
getting dark and these four aircraft bu~ned for some time after 
hitting the water. They looke d like four enormous beacons. They 
not only lit up the water but also illuminated the sky, which added 
to the impressiveness of the fi ght 11

o 

The noise of burstine, shells from the anti-aircraft guns was 
hardi:y audible to the crews who rrere only able to hear a series of 
dull thuds mving to the noise of their engines. 

It is now known that at least five of the Messerschmidts 
were shot down. One of these u as seen to dive vertically into 
the vvater afte:i.' being engaged by the guns of seve ral of our 
aircraft. 

Another suddenly ap}/eared a·bout fifty feet above and slightly 
behind our leading boniber. As j_t dashed past the tail of the 
bomber at terrific speed the British gLu1ner trained his g'U!l on 
it and the crevv sar: it fall ariay in a mass of flanes. It looked 
like a big torch as it fell towards the sea sm 1e:'l'heI'e near the other 
victims. 

These burning aircraft h c'.Ve been established to be German. 
The British losse s in the en:;a gernent amounted to three aircraft, 
not six or eight or ten as has been variously claimed by German 
agencies. 
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The enemy were not content to use only 
anti-aircraft guns but brought into nction every gun 
aboard their ships. 

Speaking of this experience the British leader 
briefly says of his men:- 11 Their morale was strengthened 
rc.ther than shnken11

• 

The crews of the British aircraft, who all 
belonged to Bomber Comraand, were strongly representative 
o:f the Dominions. Included among them were three 
Cc.nndians 1 one an ex-member of the Royal Cfme.dian : ;ounted 
Police and another 2 former Insuro.nce Broker. 

South Ji.frica he.d two reDresentat i ves whose 
~)l1evious occupations were the Ci vll Service and Stockbroking• 
Of ~:iew Zealands four members one was an engineer. J;.ustralia 
H8.S i-epresented by an ex-draughtsr.ian at the controls. 

~ 
Scotlarnl sent an Ass istant Town Cle~ Th.a 4)±.J;;i"~ -· 

rwGmbe..Ds~-:~~.J!!":.~ . En.gl i ~h..t_ .~-...I..n~ 

AI H l IINISTRY, 
...Jil.b..i.t.eha11~,- s. w.1. 



1..§/12/39. - No. 7. 

FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNI QUE (Morning) 

The following official communique was issued from French 

G.H. Q. this morning: 

Nothing of importance to report. 

I 



16/12/39. - No. 8. 

U BOAT PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Th e following officers and men are prisoners of war in this 

country: 

HENGEN, Georg Ludwig 

FICTSCH 9 Fritz 

PARTHUM, Helmut 

BRUSE , Siegfried 

WEIGAND, Johannes 

BRUCKMA IER 9 Johann 

WAR OFFICE 
S. W.1. 

Stabs-Obersteuermann 

Obermaschinenmaat 

Maschinenhauptgefreiter 

Maschinenobergefreiter 

Mechanikerobergefreiier 

Maschinengefrei ter 



EMPIRE AFEAIB§_ 16/12/39 - No.9. 

AUSTRALIA TELLS THE WORLD 

BROADCASTS IN MANY LANGUAGES BEGIN ON WEDNESDAY 

Commencing on VJednesday, 20th December, the 

Australian Broadcasting Commission will present daily short-wave 

world programmes on ·b ehalf of the Australian Ministry of 

Information. 

The service will be formally inaugurated with a 

speech by the Prime Minister 1 Mr. Menzi-es, to be broadcast 

at 8.15 a om. GoM.T. on Wednesday~ and at 8.30 a.m. the speech 

will also be transmitted in French and at 8.45 a.m. in German •. 

The new service will be transmitted throughout the 

day to all parts of the world, the transmission to the 

British Isles and Europe being between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. G.M.T. 

At the start there will be programmes in English, 

French, German and Spanish, and later in Italian, butch, 

Russian~ Norwegian, Turkish and Arabic as well. All 

programmes will commence on the 20th December, with the 

exception of that to Africa, which will be in English and 

Afrikaans and will begin on 15th January. 



16/12/39 • No~ 10, 

Advance Summary of Speech by 
SIR WALTER MONCKTON, K.C. 

Direo tor General, Pf"ess & Censorship Bureau:, 
at the Christmas Dinner of the Journalists . accredited 
to the Press Bureau, at the Russell Hotel, on 

Saturday, 16th December, 1939, at 8.30 p.m. 

Not to be published before 8.30 p.m. 16'th Decer:nber, 1929. 

Sir Walter Monckton, K.C., Director General of the Press 

and Censorship Bureau, was the principal guest tonight at the 

dinner of the Journalists accredited to the Press Bureau at the 

Russell Hotel, London. More than 200 Journalists representing 

newspapers in all countries in the world with the exception of 

Germany were present. 

Sir Walter said: "I am deeply grateful to you for entertaining 

me here tonight. It is one more proof, if further proof were 

needed, of the kindness with which you have supported. me since 

I eame to the Press Bureau. 

It is easy for people outside to conclude that we are 

natural foes. You, they think, want to tell the public the secrets 

which I want to withhold. But it is a false picture. You want the 

public to have the news as quickly as possible. I want that too. 

I i,vant to prevent the enemy getting from the Press information which 

would help him. You want that too. The difficulty is the 

practical difficulty of reconciling the admitted need. for quick 

publication of news with the admitted necessity of withholding 

vital secrets from the enemy. In the difficult task of reconciling 

the two we are allies who understand each others troubles. 

Censorship is an art and not a science. There are no rigid rules 

which could ever answer each of the individual problems which 

constantly come up for decision throughout the day. We censors 

inevitably make mistakes in exercising our discretion and, if you 

chose to hit us each time, you could score off us with the fluency 

anO. facility of a Bradman. Whereas if we on our part were 
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anxiously to apply each Defence Notice inelastically and 

in its literal sense, you would murder me within a week and 

no jury would convict o 

But we do not do these things. We both exercise some 

measure of mutual toleration because we recognise that each of 

us is a servant honestly striving to serve tho same master, 

the public. In this 9 I hope to be able to give you in future 

greater assistance than has been within my power in the past. 

I hope I may claim that in carrying out our different 

tasks together we have become friends and I chiefly value your 

hos pi taJ.. i ty tonight as an indication that our friendly co

operation and mutual understanding will continue through the 

days to come." 

------000-----·-



PARCELS FOR TROOPS 

The 1Nar Office, 

London, s.w.1. 

16th December, 19~. 

TLe War Office announces tha t parcels for the 

troops in France exceeding the maximum weight laid down in 

Post Office Regulations , but not exceeding 56lbs., can be 

forvrn_rded through the Mil itary Forwarding Organisat ion. 

All parcels should be carefully addressed to the 

consi gnee and his unit care of Mil it ary Forwarding Officer, 

Old Do cks, tjou thampton, and despatched carri age paid to that 

address. The Mil itary Forwarding Officer will arrange for 

onward conveyance free of charge, excep t in the case of 

wi nes or spirits when payment at the r a t e of 9/-s. per cwt 

wi ll be r equired before despatch . 

A note descr i b ing the contents of the packages 

should be prepared in duplicate a nd sent to the Military 

For warding Office1•, quo ting th e addressee and the contents 

of each pa ckap·e. 

This note shoul d accompany, or if possible, pr ecede 

the pa ckage . 



...... -

16/12/39 - No.12. 

ADMIRALTY OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE 

The Secretary of the Admiralty regrets to announce 

the following list of casualties which occurred when 

H.M.S. DUCHESS was sunk. The list is now believed to b& 

complete and the next of kin of all concerned have been 

informed. 

OFFICERS. MISSING, BELIEVED DROWNED. 

Gunner (T) H.P. Gordon, R.N • 

Probationary Midshipman C.L. Kretschmer, R.N.R. 

Lieutenant G.W. Murray, R.N. 

Lieutenant J.M.L. Scholfield, R.N. 

Lieutenant (E) O.P. Tilden, R.N. 

Lieutenant Commander R.C.M. White, R.N. 

RATINGS. MISSING 2 BELIEVED DROWNED. 

Abbott, Thomas A. 

Allen, J.C. 

Andrews, H.W. 

Bacon, Herbert J. 

Baines, A.L. 

Bangay, Eric. 

Banning, Frederick J. 

Barber, Robert W. 

Barnes, Davidson M. 

Barstard, Percy R. 

Bashford, Frank 

Bateman, Thomas J.B. 

Biggin, Cyril C. 

Blount, William J. 

Bond, Richard. 

Brass, Robert B. 

Bridger, Cyril J. 

Broadway, Albert 

Brockman, Ernest s. 

Stoker, R.F.R. 

Telegraphist. 

Leading Cook. 

Able Seaman. 

Acting Leading Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker. 

Petty Officer. 

Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Chief Stoker. 

Able Seaman. 

Acting Leading Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Engineroom Artificer 
3rd Class. 

A~ting Leading Stoker .. 

Able Seaman 

Stoker. 

C/SS.124291 

C/JX.1L~3723 

P/MX.50088 

C/JX. llt.6238 

C/JX.131955 

C/JX.139486 

C/KX.79438 

C/J.55514 

C/SSX.15020 

C/SSX.28181 

C/K.59918 

C/SSX.22466 

P/J.111132. 

c/ssx.26455 

C/ JX.127210 

C/MX.50780 

C/KX.83612 

c/ssx.15153. 

C/KX.90754. 

/Bromhead, 



RATINGS .( d,pntd. ) 

Bromhead, E. J. 

Brown, Go 

Burgess, A. Go 

Burt, W. H. 

Burton, Thomas L. 

Challis, L.Fo 

Chapman, An Eo 

Chedzey, B .. H. 

Clark, Denis H. 

Clark, William C .. B. 

Cleavely, John G.A. 

Crook, R. V~ 

Croucher, Edward G. 

Dawes, Alexander. 

Deb.ock, Stephen J. 

Dixon, v,,. J. 

Docwra, J. F. 

Donaldson, A.G. 

Donovan, Patrick w. 
Downes, Frederick. 

Eaton, Geoffrey. 

Eddlestone, Herbert G. 

Ennins, William K.S. 

Flack, Charles E. 

Forrest, George A. 

Forsdyke, D .. ·Ro 

Foster, Leslie. 

Gilham, Thomaso 

Ginns, H, A. 

Glading, Philip G. 

Godfrey, Go C. 

-2·-

Signalman 

Able Seaman. 

Acting Leading Seaman 

Leading Signalman 

Able Seaman 

Petty Officer 

Electrical Artificer 
1st, Class 

Leading Sick Berth 
Attendant 

Leading Stoker 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Petty Officer 

Ordinary Seaman 

Petty Officer Cook 

Acting Leading Seaman 

Petty Officer. 

Stoker 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Ordinary Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Ordinary Seaman 

Acting Leading Signalman 

prdinary Seaman 

Stoker 

Leading Seaman 

Able Seaman 

Ordnance Artificer 
1st Class. 

C/JX. 137283 

D/J., 110606 

C/JX~l38593 

C/JXo 133147 

C/SSX .. 2314, 4. 

C/JXol29767 

C/M .. 37057 

P/MXo51403. 

C/KXo 83303. 

C/JX .. 156449. 

C/SSXo 21709. 

C/Jo 100457· 

C/JXe- 127407. 

C/Jo 1153210 

C/SSX .. 28160. 

C/MX. 45030. 

C/JX. 13,9631. 

C/J,,.115082. 

C/KX. 92792 .. 

C/ JX. 129253. 

C/SSXe 181.40. 

C/ JX. 151943., 

C/ JX. 1340080 

C/SSX .. 23005. 

C/SSX., 2&JL75. 

C/ JX, 136328 .. 

C/SSX .. 281.54. 

C/KX. 932301) 

C/Jo 68187. 

C/SSX. 14648. 

C /MX.. 36 714. 

Gulson/ 



-· 

Gulson, Frank V,. Able Seaman 

Haigh~ David W. Stoker 

Halstead, John R. Stolce r Petty Officer. 

Hamer, J .A. Able SeamanQ 

Harrison, H.A. Stoker. 

Harrison, John. Stoker 

Harvey, Geoffrey R~D. Able Seaman. 

Hayward, Percy s. Leading Stoker. 

Hebdon, L ,, G~ T., Acting Leading Seaman. 

Hopper, R~ Able Seaman. 

Hoult, Kenneth A.. Ordinary Seaman. 

Ing.al~_ , George M.H. Able Seaman. 

Jones, \/illiam To Able Seaman, R.F.R. 

Johnson, Robert. Able Searnan. 

Joyce, Herbert. ·relegraphist. 

Kenley, George. Abl e Seaman~ 

Kinnemont, RoR. Acting E~1gineroom 
Artificer 4th Class. 

Lecke;)r, Joseph. Able Searflan ,. 

Lyne, C.H ~ Signalmane 

Macdermott~ Ronald Ao Able Seaman. 

Mann, A.rL Le ading Telegraphist. 

McNamara, E. C. Acting Leading S eaman~ 

McM eeldn 9 Harold. Ordinary Seaman. 

Mi l ls 1 S.N. Acting Leading · Seamru1. 

M~recroft , Albert F. 

Mounter, J."N.J. 

MuntJ George T. 

Murton, Stanley JDLo 

Oates, Wilfred L. 

Palmer, Alexander c. 

Palmer 9 Ernest C. 

Peters, Ralph W. 

Stoker 1st Class. 

Ab~.o:e. Seaman. 

Petty Officer. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

stoker 

Stoker. 

Able Searnan. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

C/SSX,, 21017. 

C/KX. 81218. 

C/KX. 79219. 

C/SSX. 21978. 

C/KX. 91977. 

C/KL 93372. 

C/JX. 147999. 

C/ICT. 82538. 

C/JX. 142997. 

C/J. 114298. 

c/ssx. 2818\1. 

C/SSX. 15642. 

C/J. 95754. 

C/~A. 150714. 

C/JX. 134024. 

C/SSX. 16755. 

·C/JVIX. 60307 · 

c/ssx. 23785. 

C/J. 142626. 

C/SSX. 16538. 

C/JX. 128734· 

C/JX. 14788L!-· 

C/SSX. 27721 . 

C/JX. 127890. 

D/KX. 86984. 

C/J. 108309. 

C/J. 114250. 

C/SSX. 28195, 

C/JX. 141779· 

C/KX. 93378. 

C/KX. 92558. 

C/JX. 143621. 

C/SSX. 21239. 

/Phillips, 



RATINGS (contd) 

Phillips, Maurice K. 

Port, Peter w. 
Pratt, Bernard T. 

Price, K.J. 

Pup let t, James \I . 

Ralph, R.W.T. 

Read, G.E. 

Reed, VT .A. 

Roberts, William H. 

Robinson, John R.B. 

Rogers, Clarence H. 

Rix, Harry B.C. 

Saunders, F.R. 

Selby, Frederick T. 

Scott, Bdward W.G. 

Shaughnessy, .Michael. 

Shields, Neil. 

Smith, William J.A. 

Spiller, G.S.R. 

Stevenson, John D. 

Sullivan, C. 

Surridge, R.E. 

Sutton, G.A. 

Taylor, George E. 

Taylor, Victor R. 

Thornton, William. 

Turnbull, William. 

Walk er, E.S. 

Walsh, Florence. 

Ward, FcD. 

Ward, Thomas HG 

Warner, Alfred S. 

4. 

Acting Leading Stoker. 

Able Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Stoker, R.F.R. 

Ordinary Seamaxi.. 

Acting Leading Seaman. 

Signalman. 

Able Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker Petty Officer. 

Chief Engineroom 
Artificer 2nd Class. 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker. 

Stoker. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Stoker. 

Stoker Petty Officer. 
I 

Leading Sick Berth 
Attendant. 

Able Seaman. 

Stoker 1st Class. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Stoker. 

Able Seaman. 

Stolcer. 

Able Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

Electrical Artificer. 

Able Seaman. 

Chief Petty Officer. 

Able Seaman. 

Able Seaman. 

C/KX.83074, 

C/SSX.21785. 

C/JX.126172. 

C/SSX.28302. 

C/K. 20116. 

C/JX.152860. 

C/J.109974. 

C/J .106779. 

C/SSX. 21018. 

C/SSX.20922. 

C/K.60016. 

C/Mo 24907. 

C/J.94447. 

C/KX.86313. 

C/KX .. 90756. 

c/ssx .. 27723. 

C/KX.94271. 

C/K.64446. 

C/MX.47607. 

C/JX.138318. 

D/KX.95996. 

c/ssx.23477. 

C/KX.88509. 

C/JX.139440. 

C/KX.85801. 

P/JX.138757. 

C/SSX.14826. 

C/MX.46718. 

C/SSX.,13826. 

C/J.54923. 

c/ssx.21175. 

C/S~::J X.18532. 

/Warr. 



RATINGS (contd.) 

· Warr, E.A. 

Webb, George. 

Wilkie 1 George. 

Williams, F.H. 

Williams, Sidney. 

Williams, William. 

Wood, George E. 

Wood, Kenneth. 

.fimgRALTY. 

16th December, 1939. 
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Ordinary Seaman. 

Stoker Petty Officer. 

Leading Seaman. 

Ordinary Seaman. 

Supply Petty Officer. 

Stoker. 

Engineroom' Artificer 
3rd Class. 

Engineroom Artificer 
3rd Class • 

c/ssx .. 27173 .. 

C/KX.75153. 

C/JX.125375. 

O/SSX.27485. 

c;i\1 .. 37 881 • 

C/KX.92667. 

C/MX. 50444, 

C/MX. 53300. 
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(Not to be quoted as an Air Ministry Announcement). 

WINGS OVER A CONVOY. 

The way in which the Royal Air Force Coastal Command 

co-operates with the Royal Navy in the protection of convoys 

is described by an occupant of one of these aircraft as 

follows: 

Our flight started from the east coast. Taking off in 

a haze of smoke blovm over the countryside from factories 

further nort h we were soon out at sea. Looking back we saw 

the land 9 half obscured by a grey mist like a layer of dirty 

cotton wool. 

In a few minutes, we had reached the convoyo The 

toy-like ships followed steadily in each other's wake, while 

destroyers zigzagged on each side and ahead. Guarded by 

sea and air, the convoy was a formidable formation for any 

U-boat to t ackle. Indeed, there could be little doubt that 

bombs and depth·-charges would send a pirate to his account. 

The aircraft which we were relieving on escort duty flew 

alongside us 9 while the two pilots, who came from the same 

station and were due for a game of aquash together later in 

the day, waved their arms and grinned, Then the other banked 

away and dropped astern of us, setting a course for home. 

The changing of the air guard was complete. 

At a height of a few hundred feet, we made the round of 

the convoy, looking down on grey-painted hulls and funnels, 

and yellowish-brown decks. From above, the ships seemed hardly 

to be moving, but splashes. of white spray around plunging bows 

showed that they were really making good headway. 

Every ship must keep her station. To leave the formation 

is to invite danger from mineso We saw a smRll but fast 

steamer try to make use of her superior speed and draw ahead. 

She looked exactly like a motorist trying to cut out of a 

queue to get into the Ieado 
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The offender was soon spotted by one of the destroyers 

ahead of the convoy, Turning sharply the warship raced back 

with a high plume of spray rising from her bowso She signalled 

the delinquent to move back into line. We, from our position in 

the 11 gallery", could follow the whole comedy. We saw the cargo 

boats bow wave disappear as she fell back to take her proper 

place. Soon she was in line again and the destroyer was back 

at her station. We flew ahead to patrol the routeo 

Suddenly a light winked intermittently at us from the 

bridge of one of the destroyers. Our wireless operator, still 

wearing his headphones, picked up his signalling lamp and pointed 

it through a window towards the destroyer. Moving his finger 

on a trigger like that of a pistol, he clicked out an acknowledge-

ment. Again the distant light flashed, following us as we 

circled the destroyero The operator wrote the message as he 

watched the signals. He handed a slip to the piloto It read: 

"Am going to let off some practice rounds." 

We flew off to a safe distance, and saw the flash of an 

anti-aircraft gun as the destroyer fired a target shell. A 

tiny puff of smoke appeared high against the blue sky. A 

powerful salvo followed. In the aircraft we could hear the 

boom of the guns above the roar of our engines. In a few 

seconds the sky was spotted with smoke-puffs and from our 

"ringside" seats in the air, we saw a spectacle which made us 

heartily glad it was not our duty to attack a British warship! 

Later hot tea from a thermos flask, and packets of 

sandwiches made a welcome interlude, and in due course we were 

on the look-out for the aircraft which was to relieve us. 

Dead on the minute it arrived. Once again greetings 

were exchanged, and on this occasion it was our turn to hand 

over. We waved our arms, banked away, and sped homewards. 

The new sentry was on duty, carrying on the guard from , 

the air of the ships at sea. 



16/12/39 - No 14 

MINISTRY OF FOOD ANNOUNCEMENT 

LIVESTOCK AND MEAT CONTROL 

The Minister of Food announced in the House of Commons on 30th 

November that full control of fatstock and meat would be instituted 

by the Ministry of Food early in the New Year. The Ministry will 

then, except in certain remote districts of Scotland, be the only 

buyer of f a tstock and in general only the Ministry's ngents will be 

authorised to slaughter fat stock for human consumption. 

It has alre~dy been explained to farmers that they will be 

r equired to take their fat stock to the market or collecting centre 

to which their parish is allocated, except in cases where a farmer has 

exercised the option given to him to select another market. It may 

be noted that collecting centres will be establi shed at the gr 0Rt 

majority of the existing markets. Any f armer who wishes to send his 

fat stock to a centre other than that to which his parish is linked, 

should notify the District Cha irman of Auctioneers of the new centre, 

not l a t er than Wednesday, 27th December, 1939. After that date, no 

a lt er ation in the collecting c entre to which a f a rmer wishes to send 

his f a t stock when the control scheme has been instituted will normally 

b e permitted. Provision exists in the scheme, however, whereby 

applications to ~hange may thereafter be made in exceptional cases to 

the .Ar ea Livestock Supervisor. 

In the case of pigs a separnte announcement will be made shortly 

r egarding arrangements to enable produc ers to send certain classes of 

pigs either direct to a factory or to a collect_ing centre. The 

foregoing do es not anply to pigs which will be sent direct to factories. 

A list showing the allocation of parishes to collecting centres 

in each locality may be inspected on applica tion to the District 

Cha irman a t any collecting centr.e 

Fa rmers are also warned that under the ccnt~ol scheme they will 

be r equired to give notice of the entry of fat stock for sale twelve 

days prior to the week in which the s a le is to t ake place. Forms 

fo r t h is pur pos e are now available at the offices of the District 

Chai r men of Auctioneers. 

/Farmers 
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Farmers should obtain a supply of these forms forthwith and should 

be prepRred to fill them in at short notice in respect of their 

first week's sales under the control scheme as soon 8S further 

informRtion is given r egarding the date on which the scheme will ccme 

into operation. 

Inform2tion r cgArding the name s and the nddresses of the offices 

of District Chairmen of Auctioneers and Arca Livestoek Supervisors 

can be obtained at any Collecting Centre or from the Local 

representative of the National Farmers' Union. 
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AIR MINISTRY QftSY._-&_LTY COMMUNIQUE NO . 14. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE. --- -.· 
The Air Mini s try regrets to announce the following 

casualties on various dates. 

LUMSDEN 
MORTON 

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED "MISS ING 11 NOW REPORTED 
"KILf ED I N ACTION" " --- - ---
621435 
39890 

Aircraftman 2nd Class A. 
Pilot Officer, A.D. 

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED "MISSING BELIEVED KILLED" 
NOW REP0'.2-'J.'ED "KILLED i NACTION" ~ 

BAGLEY 
MACMILLAN 

JOHNSON 

BOWDEN 
BULL 
DALE 
i5'EAC0N 
FRANCE 
GRAHAM 
HAMILTON 
HINSON 
HOPE-
HUNT 
'M°CGARVIE 
MASTERSON 
OLIVER 
PATERSON 
STOREY 
TALBOT 
WESTGARTH 
WHITEHEAD 
WHITTAKER 
WILLIAMS 

4024::J Pilot Of ficer, G.B. 

Y.1_9UNDED I N A~'tIO!I. 

394 7 4 Fl ying Officer, D.F.B. 

MISSING :SS~L ;EVED KILI,ED IN ACTION. 

528459 
526547 

519664 

Aircraftman 1st Class, J .c. 
Sergeant, V.D. 

MI SSING. 

Aircraftman 1st Class, G.J. 

KILLED ON ACTIVE SERVICE . 

362800 
620416 
627811 
4134( 
620302 
40041 
4 12 87 
296603 
3217 3 
6~47 14: 
50591 6 
42069 
804~~J1 
7497 2 
3917;; 
55185'7 
627599 
567873 
53754.5 
41512 

----~-- ... ----
Temporary Flight Sergeant, F.S. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, L.R. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, L. 
Pi lot Of ficer, A.A. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, B. 
Pilot Off i cer, B. 
Pilot Officer, K . P~ 
Acting Sergeant, F. 
Squadron Leader, N. 
Ai rcraftman 2nd Class, J.C. 
Airc r a ftman 1st Class, L. 
Pilot Off icer, H.N. 
Leading Aircraftman, V.H. 
Pilot Officer, D.R.J. 
Flying Off icer, T. W. 
Ai rcraftman 2nd Class, F.L. 
Al rcraftman 2nd Class, E.W.L. 
Leading Aircraftman, E. 
Aircraftman 1st Class, A.J. 
Pilot Offi cer, T.R. 

MISSING BEL!EVED KILLED ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

COVENTRY 
GIBSON 

40606 
581212 

Pilot Officer, C.R. 
Acting Sergeant, A.G. 



2. 

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVIC~. 

BR.A.D\1VELL 
CHAMBERS 
FLETCHER 
FRANCIS 
GINDER 
HODGE 
KELLY 
LE GASSICK 
PRICE 
SKELTON 
WILLACY 

884128 
884655 
870969 
5090 32 
569764 
874806 
620024 
551562 
516314 
590640 
343816 

Press and Publicity Branch9 
Air Ministry~ 

King Charles Street, 
~Vhi tehall ~ S. W .1. 

16th December, 1939. 

Ai.rcr aftwoman 2nd Class 9 G. W. 
Ai r craftwoman 2nd Classs M.W. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class 9 P. 
Co:L"poral ~ C. J. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class, R.E. 
Aircraftman 2nd Class 9 T. 
Leading Aircraftmans W.G. 
Leading Aircraftman, H.J. 
Corporal, C.E. 
Temporary Sergeants K.O. 
Leading Aircraftman, V.T. 



MINISTRY OF FOOD 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

1 6. 1 2. 39. - No. 1 6. 

Licensing of Bacon Production. 

As from next M.onday 9 December 18th, a licence granted by 

the Ministry of Food will be required to produce bacon or ham 

on any premises which were licensed under the Bacon Industry 

Act 1938 and on which the average weekly production of bacon 

during last year was 5 hundredweight or more. 

Other bacon producers including those with premises in 

Northern Ireland will be prohibited from producing unless 

licensed as from January 1st. 

This results from the Bacon (Licensing of Producers) (No.2.) 

Order made to-day which brings into operation the Bacon 

(Licensing of Producers) Order, 1939. 

The Order sets out a number of conditions which rrn.:i.st be 

observed by all producers of bacon under licence from the 

Ministry 

------oo'J------
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PRESS NOTICE. 

Important Message to Shipping from the 
ADMIRALTY 

The area enclosed by lines joining the following 

positions is dangerous due to German mines: 

Latitude 

II 

II 

" 

ADMIRALTY, 

WHITEHALL 9 

s.w.1. 

55°0' North 

55°0' " 
54°45' " 
54°45' II 

Longitude 1°10' West 

" 0°45' " 
" 0°25' " 
II 0°55' " 



FRENCH OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE. 

The following official communique was issued to-night by 

French G.H.Q,; 

At 6015 a.mo the enemy launched a raid on one of our posts 

to the east of the Moselleo This raid was carried out by a 

detachment the equivalent of a company after . preparation by 

artillery and trench mortars and under the protection of a bcx 

barrage laid down by artillery and heavy machine gun fire. 

The post attacked energetically defended itself, resulting 

in hand-to-hand fightingo The enemy was repulsed with heavy 

loss and left in our hands, arms and rre.teriaL The enemy had 

succeeded in making t wo prisoners who managed to escape,p:'.!ct'i ·i.;~~Pg 

by the effect of our defensive fire, and rejoined our line. 

·- - -----000--- - --
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R.A.F. DESTROYS ~~.lfiltS~ 

Clearing the Fairway to East Coast Ports. 

(Not to be quoted as nn Air Ministry announcement). 
-~------------------------------------------------

The Royal Air Force is not only attacking German :mine 

layers in their lairs, but is also nssisting the Royal Navy 

in clearing the seas of their mines. 

Resource and irdM.ative shown by the crew of one R. A.F. 

Coastal Command aircraft, on patrol duty in the North Sea, saved 
several inward bound merchant vessels from possible drunage from 

mines. 

Just before dusk the aircraft was on patrol, when the front 

gunner observed two black specks in the water. 

Coming down low, in poor light, the pilot recognised them 

as mines. They lay in a fairway used daily by scores of ships 

p Gssing to and from English 9orts. 

Only a few minutes earlier, the aircraft had sighted a 

nurnber of merchant ships that would socn be ploughing their way 

through the fairway in the darkness. 

The failing light made destruction of the mines difficult 
but urgent. 

The mines were a considerable distance apart and the pilot 
s~ent some minutes circling the area, while his crew prepared to 

mQchine-gun them. He found, however, that with such ~oor 

Vi8ibility, he would have to fly so low to ensure their 

destruction that there would be risk of the aircraft's being 

dmnaged by the explosion:D. 

At once, the pilot set off to find mine-sweepers he had 

seen in the vicinity. He called them with lamp signals to the 

urgent task awaiting them. They changed course, and the aircraft 

guided them to the mines. They arrived with guns re ady, and, 

directed from the air, disposed of each mine. 

The whole operation took less than an hour from the 

sighting of the mines by the aircraft. Darkness had fallen just 

as the second mine was blown to pieces. 

An hour later the first of the oncoming merchantmen 

reached the spot. Unaware of the little drama that had been 

enacted there ·for their safety, she, and those that followed, 

passed safel;st into harbour. 

-------oOo--------
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NOT FROM WAR OFFICE 

PAR CELS FOR GERMAN SOLDIERS 

The German broadcas t from Munich at 1645 13.12.39 

for Germany stated that civilians need send no food to soldiers 

a s they were very well cared for. This is in fl a t contr&diction 

to the r ecent advic e on Christma s pre sents, wh en rela tives were 

encouraged to send soldiers chocolate , app l es, sausages, etc. 

It a lso ignore s the r ecent change in German Customs r egulations 

exemDting from duty pa rc els of food r eceived from abroad and 

de stined for the troops. 
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ADivIIRAJ/rf S'l'A'rEI\!ENT. 
~-----------

Ih r;L!ogni t io~ of the gallant and succ essful act ion 

fought by H.Mo Ships Ajax$ AchillGs and Exeter against 

the German battleship Graf von Spee, His Majesty the King 

has been pleased -Co appoi.nt Commodore Henry Harwood, 

Harwood to be a Knight Commander of the Most Honourable 

Order of the Bath; and Captains Vl .E. Par!'y (H.M.s. Achilles) 

C.H.L. Woodhouse (H ,Mo S ~ Ajax) and F.S. Bell (H.M.S. EXETER) 

to be companions of the same ordero 

Commodore Harwood has also been promoted to be a 

Rear-Admiral in H,M"Fleet to date from the 13th December, 

the date of the actiono 

The Admiralty have called for recommendations from 

Rear Admiral Harwood in respect of the good conduct and 

forwardness in action of the officers and men in the 

squadron under his command. 




