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Athens' Coin Palace 

For 

numismatic 

relegated 
tion 

old-fashioned 

decades 

of Greece 
to 

the 

a 

collec- 

exhibit 
tired, 

great 

was 
numismatic collec- 
tion of Greece was 
relegated to a tired, 
old-fashioned exhibit 

in rear rooms of the Athens 
National Museum. No 
longer - a little more than a 
year ago, Heinrich Schlie- 
manns mansion opened as 
the new home of the 
Numismatic Museum. 

A self-guiding museum, it has 
thematically organized displays, 
and anyone wanting a 
short course on ancient 
Greek coinage could J 
do no better than 
to absorb its 
many lessons. 
The exhibition 
begins with the Schliemann 
Hall, a chamber of historical 
panels devoted to Schliemanns family, 
the designing and construction of the 
mansion in the 1870s, and the character 
of Athens and of Athenian high society 
at the time. Cases display the ancient 
coins, most from Greek cities of north- 
western Asia Minor, that Schliemann 
collected for his own edification. 

Displays in the second gallery illus- 
trate such subjects as the manufacture 
and development of coins, techniques 
used in ancient forging, and the burial 
and recovery of ancient coins in hoards. 
It is the hoards that are the real glory of 
this gallery. Nine of them are on exhibit, 
most of them with the ceramic con- 
tainer in which the coins had been 
buried. From a humble hoard of 12 
Athenian silver pieces that someone had 
carefully saved in a small, black-glazed 
lamp to the larger ones of up to 150 sil- 
ver staters that filled medium-sized jugs, 
these hoards give a vivid sense of the use 
of coins as personal savings. 

Another gallery presents Greek 
coins in the context of regional mone- 
tary history: the coinage of Athens, 
Magna Graecia, Greek leagues and 
alliances, Macedonia and Alexander, 

rand special 
the 
archaeological 

like. Of 
special archaeological 

interest here is a case 
displaying the bronze coins round 
in the French excavations of the 

Corycian Cave above Delphi, having 
been brought to the sacred cave by pil- 
grims from cities in central and south- 
ern Greece. In the next chamber 
iconography is highlighted in cases that 
illustrate the importance of coins for the 
study of ancient portraiture, sculpture, 
buildings, and mythological themes. The 
museums most artistic coins are exhib- 
ited in the last gallery, which is given 
over to the spectacular private coin col- 
lections wealthy Greek connoisseurs of 
the past 1 50 years amassed and donated 
to the museum. Each coin is a prime 
example of exquisite Greek or Byzantine 
art in miniature. The sequence of select 
gold coins of all the Ptolemaic kings and 
queens of Egypt is simply dazzling. Per- 
haps nowhere else can one experience 
so many superb ancient gold and silver 
coins. 

Far from being just another museum 
with vitrines of coins, the newly opened 
Athens Numismatic Museum shows 
how exciting and informative ancient 
money can be when carefully presented 
in its many historical, archaeological and 
artistic aspects. ■ 

John H. Kroll, department of classics, 
the University of Texas at Austin 
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