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even through the century that they 
represent, but one can also believe 
that four buildings might represent 
the meaningful points of develop- 
ment in a century crucial in the his- 
tory of architecture, which is the 
light in which MacDonald views 
his material. Someone may chal- 
lenge him for his selection of the 
Pantheon and his failure to include 
the Villa at Tivoli, but such ques- 
tions had better await the succeed- 
ing volumes. 

Meantime the volume at hand is 
of outstanding value. Richly illus- 
trated and annotated, it constitutes 
a full, balanced report on struc- 
tures of preeminent interest both 
historically and intrinsically. It 
describes them methodically and 
completely, clarifying their com- 
plexities and problems by specially 
prepared drawings, so that for the 
first time they may be visualized 
by the average person, and so that 
the student may find his way to the 
pertinent literature. 

Whether, in his analyses and in- 
terpretations, MacDonald really 
sees to the heart of the meaning of 
Roman architectural design is a 
matter which some might want to 
debate. His interpretations may in- 
deed be correct, full and final, 
though to some they may seem (if 
the expression may be excused) a 
little hollow. Let us grant with 
Stendhal that the Pantheon "means" 
the sublime, but MacDonald does 
not explain to complete satisfaction 
how this reality is linked, if it is 
linked, with Dio's proposition that 
the key to the matter is the sym- 
bolism of the heavens, or with 
the shape of the Pantheon itself. 
Nor, for another example, is it en- 
tirely clear what evocative quality 
an apse has in an imperial setting, 
distinct from what it might have 

in a different kind of building. But 
MacDonald has another volume or 
two in which to develop these in- 
sights in his own terms, and if he 
succeeds fully his contribution will 
be profound indeed. On this vol- 
ume alone, however, he may rest a well deserved and considerable rep- utation. 

Robert Scranton 
University of Chicago 

A SURVEY AND EXCAVATION OF CAVES 
IN HIDALGO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO, 
by Marjorie F. Lambert and J. 
Richard Ambler, xviii, 107 pages, 
56 figures, 21 tables. The School of 
American Research, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico 1965 (Monograph No. 25) 
CLANTON DRAW AND BOX CANYON: 
An Interim Report on Two Prehistoric Sites 
in Hidalgo County, New Mexico, and Re- 
lated Surveys, by EUGENE B. MC- 
CLUNEY. xvi, 55 pages, 36 figures, 4 tables, 5 maps. The School of 
American Research, Santa Fe 1965 
(Monograph No. 26) 

These two monographs represent 
the first two seasons' work of the 
Hidalgo Project of the School of 
American Research. The project was conceived for the purpose of 
exploring the prehistoric remains of 
the extreme southwestern corner of 
New Mexico, potentially one of the 
most important archaeological areas 
of the American Southwest. Lying 
almost equidistant from the centers 
of three major cultures (Chihua- 
huan, Mogollon and Hohokam), it 
may prove to have been a major 
passage for Mesoamerican traits en- 
tering the Southwest. 

The reports reviewed are rather 
tentative and uncertain in their con- 
clusions, as well they might be in 
view of the long-range plans for 
the project. The archaeology of the 

region is complex and will un- 
doubtedly require several more sea- 
sons' work for clarification. The 
authors of both publications cau- 
tiously assign the principal occu- 
pation of the area to the Animas 
phase of the Chihuahuan culture 
(a.D. 1350-1400). The only other 
occupation of consequence seems to 
be Mimbres (a.D. 1000-1150). 
There is evidence of Early Man in 
the area, but at the time of this 
work it had not yet been fully in- 
vestigated. Hidalgo County ap- 
pears to have been inhabited inter- 
mittently. 

While no new hypotheses or 
revelations are introduced, the data 
contained are sound and, in the 
case of ceremonial paraphernalia 
from the cave sites, of more than 
passing interest. Students of South- 
western archaeology should be 
aware of these and subsequent re- 
ports on the Hidalgo Project at 
least for the reason that they record 
the first intensive work in one of 
the last untouched and unspoiled 
regions in the Southwest. 

John Q. Ressler 
Southern Illinois University 

JEWISH SYMBOLS IN THE GRECO-RO- 
MAN PERIOD. Vol. 12: Summary and 
Conclusions, by ERWIN R. GoODE- 
nough. xii, 215 pages. Pantheon 
Books, New York 1965 (Bollingen 
Series, 37) $6.00 

Professor Goodenough had read 
most of the galley proof of this 
twelfth volume of his great work 
when he died on March 20, 1965. 
Except for a promised thirteenth 
volume with a general index and 
maps, this completes the study of 
Jewish symbolism, the first three 
volumes of which appeared simul- 
taneously in 1953. 

In the present volume, after sum- 
marizing the plan of the entire 
work, the author presents his argu- 
ments and conclusions without the 
numerous details and hundreds of 
illustrations which distinguished 
the eleven preceding volumes. As 
readers are aware, his thesis is 
that the symbols used in syna- 
gogues and on Jewish graves dur- 
ing the Graeco-Roman period re- 
veal a popular Judaism the existence 
of which would not even be sus- 
pected from the rabbinic writings 
of the period. Such figures as the 
menorah, ethrog, lulab, shofar and 
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Tor ah shrine, as well as represen- 
tations involving wine, fish and 
bread, among others, are inter- 
preted as symbols which reveal a 
hope of personal salvation on the 
part of their users. Special atten- 
tion is given to the paintings of the 
Dura synagogue, to which volumes 
9, 10 and 11 were devoted. These 
representations of biblical scenes 
have, according to Goodenough, 
an allegorical and mystical signifi- 
cance and reflect the messianic as- 
pirations of the congregation. 

In the final chapter the author 
was able to bring in a description 
of the recently discovered syna- 
gogue at Hammath, near Tiberias, 
with its remarkable mosaic floor. 
He notes, strikingly, that in the 
very place and at the very time 
when rabbis were composing the 
Gemar ah, a quite different form of 
Judaism was represented by the 
Jews of the congregation, who put 
Helios and the signs of the zodiac 
and the seasons on the floor of 
their synagogue, along with em- 
blems of the Jewish cult. Lastly, 
the newly found synagogue at Sar- 
dis comes in for a brief descrip- 
tion and discussion. 

For the most effective use of the 
present volume the reader should 
have easy access to those preceding, 
because of the constant references 
to the examples and especially to 
the numerous illustrations which 
they contain, none of which is re- 
peated here. 

Goodenough's arguments are di- 
rected with particular vehemence 
against those who regard the sym- 

bols of the graves and synagogues 
as purely decorative. So extreme a 
view is no longer tenable, and 
while Goodenough defends his in- 
terpretations colorfully and elo- 
quently, one can still remain un- 
convinced that he has revealed to 
us the true meaning of the symbols 
for those who used them. The work 
is, however, deserving of the great- 
est admiration as a notably rich 
contribution to our knowledge both 
of Jewish ideas and of Jewish art 
in the period covered. 

Harry J. Leon 
University of Texas 

TESTAMENTS OF TIME: The Search for 
Lost Manuscripts and Records, by LEO 
Deuel, liii, 590 pages, numerous 
figures, 16 plates, 5 maps. Alfred 
A. Knopf, New York 1965 $8.95 

This book tells the story of ad- 
venturesome scholars who have 
sought and found ancient writings 
since the days of Petrarch. The 

discoveries unfold in many places, 
including Herculaneum, Egypt, 
Ugarit, Central Asia and the New 
World. The documents are written 
on all sorts of material: papyrus, 
parchment, bark, clay, stone and 
metal. No matter how knowledge- 
able anyone is concerning the dis- 
covery of ancient writings, he is 
bound to learn something new from 
this interestingly written and com- 
prehensive book. 

The author knows how to write 
attractive biographical sketches of 
the discoverers, as well as to de- 
scribe the manuscripts and their sig- 
nificance. Moreover, he understands 
the chagrins as well as the triumphs 
in the lives of the pioneers. His 
portrayals of personality, such as 
those of Aurel Stein and Zelia Nut- 
tall, are excellent. 

To be sure, it is impossible for 
anyone to write expertly on such a 
variety of texts: Latin, Greek, 
Egyptian, Ugaritic, Hebrew, Chi- 
nese, Mexican and others. To cite 
only one error of a kind that the 
amateur easily falls into: Deuel 
states that Hans Bauer, who de- 
ciphered the Ugaritic alphabet, 
read a four-letter word on a bronze 
adze as grzn "axe," but that in 
Ugaritic the word for "axe" is 
hr$n, with the result that Bauer's 
identifications for g and z are 
wrong (p. 238). It turns out, 
however, that hrsn is a personal 
name, designating the particular 
high priest who owned the adze. 
The whole inscription is hrsn rb 
khnm "Hrsn, the Highpriest." As 
the reviewer sees it, the remarkable 
thing here is not that Bauer's read- 
ing resulted in two errors, but that 
his false assumption resulted in the 
correct identification of two other 
letters (r and n). The moral is 
plain to anyone who understands 
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