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For those wishing to dip into 
the excitement of spectacular finds, 
this book will provide an enjoyable 
evening. For those wishing for 
more archaeological details and less 
imaginative interpretation, there 
will be disappointment. In some 
cases, as in the "Fabulous Treasure 
of Panagyurishte," there can be no 
archaeological details: these golden 
cups were discovered by workmen 
during construction. All interpre- 
tation is based on (a) the fact that 
the cups are gold, and (b) the 
embossed depictions on the cups 
themselves. Can this truly be called 
an "archaeological discovery?" 

Hester Davis 
University of Arkansas 

GREEK ATHLETES AND ATHLETICS, by 
H. A. Harris. 244 pages, 7 figures, 
32 plates, 4 maps, frontispiece in 
color. Indiana University Press, 
Bloomington 1966 $6.75 

H. A. Harris indicates in his 
preface that the book is really not 
intended for scholars but rather for 
the intelligent tourist or the ath- 
letically minded who happen to 
know little of ancient Greece. But 
he is far too modest: this percep- 

tive work is written in a lively 
prose that should not only interest 
the layman but should awaken 
even the weariest scholarly mind. 
The footnotes, indeed, consisting 
mainly of references to ancient au- 
thors, are apt to prove of little in- 
terest except to the academic world. 
The book as a whole is informa- 
tive, documented, and takes a 
highly sensible, uncomplicated ap- 
proach to the study of Greek ath- 
letics. 

There are some points on which 
the reader might wish to take is- 
sue with Mr. Harris. His concept 
of the operation of the husplex 
in the early stadium at Isthmia, for 
example, is perhaps too uncom- 
plicated (page 68). It is unlikely 
that such an elaborate starting de- 
vice was contrived in order to 
start all runners simultaneously, 
but almost certainly it was planned 
to enable the "starter" to release 
first the runners who would be 
most distant from (i.e. on the out- 
side of) the turning post at the 
other end of the course. There 
seems to be little reason, also, to 
agree with Harris that the wres- 
tling matches of the pentathlon at 
Olympia were held inside the Altis 
"only because the stadium was oc- 
cupied by other events," especially 
since a surface good for running is 
hardly the same as one good for 
holding a wrestling match. The 
footnotes are strangely brief in 
some instances, citing, for example, 
a source for only one point in a 
long paragraph that is filled with 
material one expects the footnote to 
document. Finally, the sports jar- 
gon and the "familiar" names in 
sports are apt to be familiar 
mainly to readers from the United 
Kingdom since they are drawn 
chiefly from cricket and soccer. But 
it would not be fair to hold this 
against the Professor at St. David's 
College, Lampeter. 

The good points of the book are 
far too many to list here, and only 
a few examples must suffice. The 
discussion of the method of judging 
the pentathlon is clear and con- 
vincing (pages 78-79) and so is the 
reasoned argument concerning the 
exclusion of all women except the 
priestess of Demeter Chamyne 
from the men's athletic contests at 
Olympia (page 183). The narra- 
tive style is excellent, as in the ac- 
count of the death of the pan- 

kratiast Arrichion. The chapter on 
"The Buildings for Greek Athletics" 
is rather sparse, but on "The Events 
of Greek Athletics" and "The Man- 
agement of a Greek Athletic Meet- 
ing" the author is lucid and helpful 
whether the reader is a classicist, an 
athlete or simply someone interested 
in Greek athletic contests. 

This new volume has been much 
needed for some years. It is no dis- 
credit to E. N. Gardiner that his 
publications on Greek athletics are 
now somewhat outdated. 

James R. Wiseman 
University of Texas 

EISZEITKUNST: Die Geschichte Ihrer Er- 
forschung, by Herbert Kuehn. 336 
pages, 58 text figures, 48 plates, 
end maps. Musterschmidt, Göttin- 
gen 1965 (Sternstunden der Ar- 
chäologie) DM 22.80 
WENN STEINE REDEN: Die Sprache der 
Felsbilder, by HERBERT KUEHN. 288 
pages, 75 figures, 65 illustrations 
on 40 plates. Brockhaus, Wiesbaden 
1966 (Das moderne Sachbuch, 44) 
DM 14.80 

These two books represent at- 
tempts to spread knowledge of pre- 
historic art. They are written in a 
popular style and probably they 
both succeed in their main purpose 
of attracting and stimulating an 
audience of non-specialists. 

Eiszeitkunst is an account of the 
discovery of Palaeolithic art, nar- 
rated chronologically, from the ear- 
liest finds some one hundred and 
thirty years ago until the discover- 
ies of the last few years. The many 
anecdotes of the early prehistorians 
make the reading pleasant and 
sometimes even amusing. 

Unfortunately the author is not 
always careful in the choice of ma- 
terial and in his conclusions. For 
instance, he presents a series of 
very doubtful figurines made of 
flint, from Hamburg- Wittenbergen; 
he calls them "the earliest art ob- 
jects ever found" and attributes 
them to "Neanderthal man and to 
Pre-Neanderthals." New theories 
may stimulate thought and discus- 
sion when they are presented in 
scientific form. But authors should 
be very careful in presenting "facts" 
to a wider audience likely to take 
things for granted. 

Wenn Steine Reden is meant to 
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