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AMS :: ATX is a blog dedicated to
representing the many activities and
interests of the department of
American Studies at The University
of Texas at Austin. Together with the
department’s Twitter feed, this blog
exists to serve the AMS and Austin
communities by acting as a hub for
up-to-date information on events and
opportunities at UT and beyond.

American Studies

This coming Monday, Ramzi Fawaz will give
a talk called, “The Visceral States of
America: Queer Cultural Production and
the Digestive Life of AIDS.” Fawaz visited
UT last year and we sat down and
interviewed him right here on AMS::ATX.
Fawaz is Assistant Professor in the
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Department of English at The University of
Wisconsin in Madison. The talk will take
place at 4:30pm on Monday, February
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Fawaz sent us the following description of
his talk:
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This talk explores how queer
cultural producers in the late
1980s deployed viscerally
charged language around the
digestive dysfunctions of AIDS
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to galvanize a political
response to the disease and its
social effects. I coin the phrase
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“the digestive politics and
poetics of AIDS” to describe
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writers’ and artists’ use of
metaphors that linked the
digestive dysfunctions
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associated with HIV/AIDS to a
political aversion, or disgust,
for the state of American
politics at the height of the
AIDS epidemic. Specifically, I
develop a close reading of Tony
Kushner’s Angels in America
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