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AMS :: ATX is a blog dedicated to

 representing the many activities and

 interests of the department of

 American Studies at The University

 of Texas at Austin. Together with the

 department’s Twitter feed, this blog

 exists to serve the AMS and Austin

 communities by acting as a hub for

 up-to-date information on events and

 opportunities at UT and beyond.
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The graduate students of the Department of

 American Studies at UT will be hosting a

 conference, “Home/Sickness,” on April

 2-3, 2015. The organizing committee has

 extended the deadline for abstract

 submissions until February 7, so if you’re a

 graduate student in any discipline who has

 research to share based loosely upon the

 theme of home and sickness, consider

 submitting! Just follow this link and fill

 out the very brief form – and, of course,

 spread the word to any and all interested

 parties.

More details about the conference theme:

The death of eighteen-year-old

 Michael Brown in Ferguson,
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 America to the United States,
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5 Questions: Dr. Simone Browne,

 Associate Professor, African and

 African Diaspora Studies

Grad Research: Kirsten Ronald

 and the Public History of the Red

 River District

6 TV Shows American Studies

 Scholars Should Watch

 and the growing panic over the

 spread of the ebola virus can all

 be read as the newest

 manifestations of a long-

running pattern throughout

 American history and culture:

 the relationship between

 constructions of “healthy”

 communities, the fear that

 these communities will be

 violated, invaded, or

 contaminated, and the

 mobilization of these fears as

 justification for action in the

 name of community

 preservation. The history of the

 United States is littered with

 rhetorical constructions of

 safety and security, purity and

 contamination—as well as with

 the results of very real

 processes of violence,

 displacement, and exclusion.

With this in mind, we invite

 presenters to consider

 constructions of home and

 health, and to explore how

 these concepts have been and

 continue to be mobilized in the

 construction and erasure of

 American communities,

 families, and selves. What

 processes are involved in the

 construction of a sense of home,

 either personal or communal?

 Who gets to define the

 boundaries of community?
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 What relationships and

 investments does the name

 “home” imply? What produces

 a sense of homesickness, and

 what does this sense of

 nostalgia in turn produce?

 What does a “healthy”—or a

 “sick”—community look like?

 What is the relationship

 between community

 construction and processes of

 exclusion, abjection, and

 othering? We invite both

 papers that reflect on the

 present moment as well as

 explorations of the shifting

 terrain of home and health in

 American history.

Submissions from all disciplines

 are welcome.
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